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The following principles and concepts for courts of limited jurisdiction are intended to form the framework for statutory changes. Adherence to the principles will improve the structure and function of limited jurisdiction courts.  

Principles for Courts of Limited Jurisdiction

I.  Courts will maintain their constitutional role as a separate, equal, and independent branch of government. 

II.  Courts will be structured and function in a way that best facilitates the expeditious, efficient, and fair resolution of cases.
III.  Courts will be accessible to the community they serve and provide a high level of customer services that enable the public to navigate through the court process with a minimum of confusion

IV.  The primary mission of courts of limited jurisdiction is to expeditiously, efficiently, and fairly resolve cases and serve the residents of the community, not to generate revenue.
V.  Courts will operate in compliance with court rules and statutes.

VI.  Courts will be administered with sound management practices, which foster the efficient use of public resources and enhance the effective delivery of court services.

Implementation Concepts

1. To promote public accountability and independence, all judges in courts of limited jurisdiction should be elected, including part time judges.    (Principles I-VI)
· Elected judges ensure the independence of courts.  

· Elected judges are accountable to the voters
for the administration of justice and the effective delivery of court services in their community. 

· Judicial positions in independent municipal courts would be filled by election at the same time and in the same manner as other municipal offices. 

· Vacancies would be filled by the local appointing authority as set forth in RCW 3.50.093, until the next scheduled election..  
· Elected district court judges would be required to reside in the district court district and electoral district, if any, in which the court is located. Elected municipal court judges would be required to reside in the county in which the court is located. (current law)
· To reinforce the importance of judicial officers who are accountable to the citizens who elect them, the authority of appointed court commissioners should be limited.

2. Title 3 should provide different court options for local governments to provide court services to their community.  (Principles V, IV)

· One option may (does) not fit all communities
3. Provision should be made for expanded subject matter jurisdiction in district and municipal courts.  (Principles I, II, III, IV, VI)
4.
A court of limited jurisdiction should be accessible to residents of the community it serves.  Each court of limited jurisdiction should provide services on a regularly scheduled basis at established hours that are posted for the public.  (Principles III, IV, V, VI)

· To inform citizens about the availability of court services, the Administrative Office of the Courts should maintain a directory of courts and identify their locations and hours of operation. 
 


5. Costs for court services provided by another government should be calculated based on the amount of resources used.  (Principles II, IV)
· The mission of courts of limited jurisdiction is not to generate revenue.

· Costs should be determined by use and should be itemized and detailed. This concept is intended to provide greater certainty about the calculation of costs for court services.
· The presiding judge shall participate in determining contract provisions for costs and court services.  (Washington Court Rules,  General Rule 29)
6.   All statutory provisions relating to the structure, governance and operation of 

the courts of limited jurisdiction court should be contained in Title 3. (Principles V, VI)
 


· For clarity and ease of reference, statutes concerning the courts of limited jurisdiction should be placed in one chapter, where possible. 
