
CONCEPTS FOR THE CALCULATION OF THE TRIAL COURT FUNDING GAP

The Problem Definition Workgroup (PDWG), after documenting year 2000 trial court staffing and expenditures to the highest feasible accuracy, developed the following concepts to be used for calculating the gap between actual funding and needed funding.   These concepts, using various possible scenarios and assumptions, will be used in a computer simulation program, to point to the actual funding gap, referred to as the “delta” between actual and adequate trial court funding.
The delta between current and adequate funding can be calculated using the following five concepts. Any figure(s) derived from applying these concepts will necessarily depend on the assumptions inserted into the simulation model. 

1. AOC Input/ Output Model for projecting judicial positions needs based on case filings and resolutions
2. Staffing ratios of administrative support staff to judicial positions in the superior court
3. Staffing ratios of clerk staff to judicial positions

4. Direct costs of specific functions (ex: jury, witness, warrants, interpreter, juvenile detention)

5. Juvenile Court Services costs and estimate of needs is regularly complied by the Washington Public Policy Institute under legislative directive. 

CAUTION: This model for documenting current costs and projecting the need addresses minimal needs but cannot be applied to individual courts or programs.  The model is not designed to evaluate current staffing per court and cannot account for the many variations of special cooperative county and city programs.
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