Talking Points on State Court Funding
· Washington State is experiencing one of the worst budget crises in decades. Essential services such as health care, education and law enforcement are being subjected to deep cuts. At this time, funding for our courts is particularly at risk. 

· Currently, state funding for courts is the lowest in the nation. 
· With three-tenths of one percent of the state budget devoted to the operation of the court system in Washington State, all additional costs of operating superior and district courts are borne by the state’s 39 counties.   While we hear a great deal about the wisdom of devoting up to 2/3 of the county’s general fund budget to law & justice…how much of this is allocated to the courts?  In most counties, less than six percent of a local city or county budget is allocated to the courts…in other words, less than six cents of every tax dollar collected goes to the operations of the courts.
· Courts are an essential function of government. They enforce the rule of law, upon which our social and economic relationships are based. The judiciary is not another state agency - it is an independent, co-equal branch of government. 
· DISCUSS LOCAL TRIAL COURT EFFICIENCIES (such as Trial Court Coordination Council projects; streamlining efforts through the Presiding Judge, etc.)
· Unfortunately, the many efficiencies that we’ve made at the local and state level cannot plug the hole in court funding.  Cuts in court funding have resulted in 
— Closings of courtrooms - and entire courthouses in some states - and shortened hours of operations 
— Increased filing fees
— Elimination of key court staff - including probation officers, security personnel, court interpreters, clerks, and legal counsel for indigent defendants
— Routes to alternative justice, such as drug courts and domestic violence programs being greatly circumscribed or eliminated 
— In at least one jurisdiction--Oregon--civil jury trials have been delayed indefinitely.    -- ADD EXAMPLE OF CUTS IN YOUR LOCAL COURTS, EXAMPLES OF DELAY IN CIVIL TRIALS, ETC.
· The real outcome is restricted access to justice. 

· High-volume courts (those that hear family and juvenile matters, misdemeanors and small claims disputes) are experiencing the brunt of budget cuts. These courts serve the most vulnerable in our communities: battered women, abused and neglected children, and victims of vandalism and theft. 

· The civil justice system is threatened. Under speedy trial rules, courts that are forced to hear criminal cases before civil matters may never get to the civil matters, or not any time soon. Such a breakdown in the civil justice system harms all of us. 
— Individuals cannot look to the courts for redress of wrongs or protection of rights
— Economic growth and stable business relationships are endangered when contracts can't be enforced or lawsuits defended against. 

