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Court Security Committee
Kilroy Tower, SeaTac

April 28, 2006

Members present:  Judge Paula Casey, chair, Mr. Jeffrey Beaver, Mr. Craig Daly, Ms. Roni Booth, Justice Mary Fairhurst, Judge Steven Gonzalez, Mr. Joe McGuire; Ms. Fona Sugg, and Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg
Staff present:  Mr. Rick Coplen and Ms. Jude Cryderman

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Judge Paula Casey, chair.  Judge Casey introduced Mr. Craig Daly, Snohomish County Juvenile Court Administrator.

Minutes

Judge Casey, hearing no objection, said the minutes of the March 24, 2006 meeting were approved as published.

U. S. Marshall
Judge Gonzalez reported that Eric Robertson, United States Marshall’s Office in Western Washington is in contact with the King County’s Presiding Judge regarding a review of the courts’ facilities.  Mr. Robertson will also review the architecture’s plans for the new administration building, including parking.

Ms. Sugg inquired if the Marshall’s Office would conduct a similar review in the Eastern part of the state.  Judge Gonzalez responded that the Eastern District Marshall’s Office would need to be contacted.  Ms. Booth offered to make contact with the Eastern District Marshall’s Office.
Thurston County Security Breach

Judge Casey provided an overview of the security breach incident at the Thurston County Courthouse.  The Committee briefly discussed video arraignment and the advantages and disadvantages to not having the prisoner before the judge in court.  Staff was asked to provide statutes and court rules relating to video appearance.
Proposed Bylaws

The Committee briefly reviewed the proposed bylaws.  Staff was asked to re-draft into a less formal format.  The revised version will be distributed and discussed during the May conference call.

Review of Washington’s Court Security Surveys

Mr. Coplen briefly reviewed the snapshot of the court security surveys.  Staff was asked to create a format that would provide the information by county.  
The Committee reviewed the list of counties that have not responded to the court security survey.  The members agreed to contact those members of their association that have not returned the survey.
Review of Court Security Standards From Other States  

The Committee discussed the standards from other states.  Staff was asked to identify those states with written policies that could possible be adapted to Washington.
Work Plan

The Committee reviewed the draft incident report form.  Staff was asked to add email as a category for how a threat was made.  Staff was asked to make revisions to the incident report form and circulate to the Committee.  Once approved, staff will distribute Judge Casey’s cover memo and form to the presiding judges and court managers.  The Committee asked that staff make the form available electronically and on the Intranet.

The Committee briefly discussed funding options.  It was agreed that Judge Gonzales and Mr. Beaver would attend the May 10, Implementation Committee to provide a status report on the Court Security Committee. 
Judge Casey agreed to contact Chief Justice Alexander and Judge Deborah Fleck, co-chairs of the Implementation Committee, to discuss BJA’s concern that the Security Committee not compete for funds with the Justice in Jeopardy effort.
Staff was requested to explore other security funding options, including federal grants and possible funding through the National Center for State Courts. 

The Committee briefly reviewed Washington’s current standards, agreeing that a more in-depth review of the standards should take place.  In particular, who should be subjected to weapons screening, i.e., everyone entering the court facility, including judges, lawyers, court employees, etc.  The best way to identify armed law enforcement.  Whether prisoners should be transferred with law enforcement armed with guns or tasers.
It was suggested that as the review of the standards progresses, it may be useful to hold public hearings throughout the state to get input from the citizens that use the court facilities.  
Other Business


The Committee was reminded that the next meeting will be via conference call, May 19, beginning at noon.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.






Respectfully submitted,






Jude Cryderman

