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Meeting Minutes

Members Present:  Judge Paula Casey, Chair; Jeffrey Beaver; Roni Booth; Judge Brett Buckley; Judge Steven Gonzalez; Joe McGuire; Fona Sugg; and Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg

Guests Present:  Marshal Eric Robertson, United States Marshals Service; and Judge Stephen Shelton, Puyallup Municipal Court

Staff Present:  Rick Coplen and Beth Flynn

Call to Order

Judge Paula Casey, committee chair, called the meeting to order.

Minutes


Hearing no objection, the minutes of the September 15, 2006 conference call were approved as published.

Discussion with Marshal Eric Robertson of the United States Marshals Service

The Court Security Committee decided on specific topics during the September 15, 2006 conference call that they wanted Marshal Eric Robertson, of the United States Marshals Service, to discuss.

1.
The committee requested written materials regarding security that state courts may use, including checklists, handbooks, etc.  Marshal Robertson explained that the guides they use for courthouse security are highly guarded because they are full of strategies and focused on the physical courthouse structures.  The U.S. Marshals Service doesn’t want that information to fall into the wrong hands.  Therefore, access to the information is limited.  

2.
Marshal Robertson stated that resources from the U.S. Marshals Service are limited.  There are not enough staff to assess security for all Washington courthouses.  If money is available to pay for security assessments at some of the smaller courts, there are retired marshals who might be willing to do security assessments.

3.
If there is enough interest, Marshal Robertson will try to create training for Washington court staff at the Criminal Justice Training Center.  Curriculum from the national training, which is held in Georgia, would be used for the Washington State training.  Some topics covered in the week-long training would be judicial threat risk management, biologic awareness, bombs, sequestered juries, prisoners in court, physical security and judicial facilities inspections.  Costs for the training would probably only be for travel and possibly for copies of materials.  The training would enable trained staff to perform their own court security assessments.  


Marshal Robertson stated that at least 40 people would need to attend the training in order for it to be held.  The training will be geared toward court staff, sheriff’s office staff and/or bailiffs who are in charge of court security.  Courts should carefully consider who they send.  It might not be appropriate to send the person currently tasked with providing security—maybe have someone from the police, sheriff’s office or court administration attend instead.  Each court will need to make a determination of who should attend the training.

4.
Marshal Robertson explained that he usually calls courts he is aware of that need surplus court security equipment and asks if they are interested when items are excessed.  Excess equipment is provided free of charge to courts the U.S. Marshals Service has jail housing contracts with.  He will send a list of contract courts to Mr. Rick Coplen.
Discussion Regarding Puyallup Municipal’s Pipe Bomb Incident

Judge Stephen Shelton, of Puyallup Municipal Court, spoke about the recent incident at Puyallup Municipal Court.  Judge Shelton was called at his home about 6:30 a.m. the week before the pipe bomb incident and was told by his court administrator that the windows in the administrative area of the courthouse had been broken.  

The next week, Judge Shelton was called by the court administrator at 1:30 a.m. and told a pipe bomb was in the courthouse.  Judge Shelton had learned at SWAT training that he should stay out of the vicinity if he was the suspected target so he arrived at the courthouse at 7:30 a.m.  By that time, the fire was out and about four to five windows were broken out.  
Judge Shelton stated that he wondered what to do that minute and wondered if this meant that a similar incident would happen in the middle of the day the next time.  He called Chief Justice Gerry Alexander for some reassurance and asked for his advice.  The Chief encouraged him to try to open the courthouse that day.  The morning calendar was cancelled and the afternoon calendar was held.
The response from the police department; the fire department; the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; and the city were pretty good.  The court system was non-responsive.  Judge Shelton indicated that he was disappointed after calling the Supreme Court that there was no umbrella of support from the Supreme Court and/or the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC).  

It was decided that the Court Security Committee will divide up into the following subcommittees:

1.
An Incident Response Subcommittee to discuss best practices and make recommendations for courts when they experience a security incident.  Possibly model it on the Bench/Bar/Press Committee so courts can contact someone for advice when needed.  This subcommittee will consist of Judge Brett Buckley, Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg and Ms. Roni Booth.
2.
A Training Subcommittee to figure out 1) how to package the security training for local courts to encourage their participation and get the right people there, and 2) who will do the local security assessments.  This subcommittee will consist of Judge Steven Gonzalez, Ms. Fona Sugg, and Mr. Joe McGuire.
3.
A Standards Subcommittee to revise the standards and commentary.  Judge Paula Casey and Mr. Rick Coplen will be on this subcommittee and will email their suggested changes to the entire committee before December 1.

The subcommittees will meet by conference call and Mr. Rick Coplen will schedule the calls.  Judge Paula Casey will participate in the first conference call for the Incident Response and Training subcommittees.

Review of RCW 9.41.250 and 9.41.300

Knives are not included as weapons in RCW 9.41.250 and 9.41.300.  It was decided that language would be proposed that spells out what weapons are prohibited from courthouses and the reference to RCW 9.41.250 included in RCW 9.41.300 will be removed.  Also, the language needs to delete the fact that a weapon needs to be concealed.  Judge Paula Casey will write to the BJA legislative chair and suggest the change.

Mr. Joe McGuire will forward the list of homeland security weapons to Mr. Rick Coplen.  Ms. Fona Sugg will email the state court administrators asking which counties currently have local court rules restricting weapons in the courthouse.  
Review of Draft Security Incident Log


Mr. Rick Coplen included a draft of the Incident Report Log in the meeting materials.  Incident reports will be available on the inside.courts.wa.gov website and the website should be up and running by next week.  For a short time, the website will only be accessible to committee members.

Other Business:

Judge Paula Casey gave an update regarding the request for court security funding to be included with the Board for Judicial Administration’s (BJA) funding request.  The committee requested $100,000 per fiscal year for the next biennium.  The BJA denied the request at their September meeting.  Mr. Jeff Hall contacted Judge Casey and said the reason for the denial was because the request was too late so it couldn’t be included.  Judge Casey noted that the BJA is requesting $8 million in additional funds for the Parents Representation Program and $13.6 million for CASA.  In contrast, the request for court security funding seems minimal.


Judge Stephen Shelton stated that it has been his experience that the BJA is more responsive to requests for funding that include 1) the reason the funding is needed and 2) how the funds will be spent.

It was decided that Judge Casey will write and present a plan for courthouse security assessments for this year’s biennium budget at the December 15, 2006 BJA meeting.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Beth Flynn

rccop/bja court security/court security committee minutes – 10-20-06

