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Court Security Committee Meeting

December 14, 2007

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Conference Call
Call-in number:  360-357-2900 PIN 8098#


AGENDA

	1.

	Call to Order 

	Judge Whitener-Moberg
	

	2.

	Approval of Minutes
ACTION: Approve/Amend
	Judge Whitener-Moberg
	November 16, 2007 Minutes 

	3.
	Sub-Committee Reports
	
	

	
	Incident Response
	Judge Buckley
	

	
	Training
	Judge Gonzalez
	

	
	Standards
	Rick Coplen 
	

	4.

	Current Incident Reports

	Rick Coplen 
	Incident Report Log Updates

	5. 

	Other Business
	
	

	
	2008 Legislation
	Mellani McAleenan
	2177-S (Substitute) and HB 2177 (Original)

	6.

	Next Meeting Date
December 14  – Phone Conference
	All
	


Court Security Committee
MINUTES
December 14, 2007
Members present:  Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg co-chair; Judge Steven Gonzalez co-chair; Mr. Jeffery Beaver; Ms. Suzanne Elsner; Justice Mary Fairhurst; Ms. Fona Sugg; and Ms. Pat Swartos
Staff present:  Mr. Rick Coplen and Ms. Anita Gausepohl

Guests:  Ms. Mellani McAleenan, Administrative Office of the Courts, Executive Director of Policy and Planning
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Judge Whitener-Moberg.
Approval of Minutes


Judge Whitener-Moberg asked for approval of the minutes from the November 16, 2007 meeting.  The minutes were approved as written.

Reorder of the Agenda

Other Business

2008 Legislation – Judge Whitener-Moberg asked to reorder the agenda and move to discussion of the 2008 legislation.  Ms. McAleenan, the Executive Director for Policy and Planning provided an update on the current Weapons legislation, HB 2177.  She stated that the bill made it through the Judiciary Committee last session, and to the rules committee.  However, the bill never made it to the floor, so technically it died.  However, because it was the first session of the biennium, the bill does not have to be resubmitted, it merely needs to have support to pull it to the floor for a vote so that it can be voted on and then moved to the Senate.  She also explained the advantage that the committee would have if there were a companion bill in the senate.  She asked that committee members with any connections in the House or Senate contact those individuals for support.  She stated that this session may be more difficult than the last, with greater opposition.  She asked that committee members be prepared to testify at any hearings that come up during session.  Judge Gonzalez suggested that she contact him with the hearing information and that he would assist her in getting a Judge and Law Enforcement representative from the courts to testify.  Ms. McAleenan stated that she would keep staff informed of any updates so that the committee members would know the progress of the bill.  Committee members that wish to send information to or contact Ms. McAleenan directly can do so via email at mellani.mcaleenan@courts.wa.gov, or via phone at 360-357-2113.
Sub-Committee Report

Incident Response – The Incident Response subcommittee had no formal report.  Mr. Coplen stated that he had received and appointment from the SCJA, appointing Judge Jeffrey Ramsdell from the King County Superior Court, to the Court Security Incident Response Committee (CSIRC) members.  It was suggested that the committee earmark funding to support this group and ensure that members can be reimbursed for travel.  Mr. Coplen stated that the most common form on meeting would be via phone to cut down on costs.  Staff will work on obtaining funding to offset those costs.  
Training – The Training subcommittee had no formal report.  Judge Gonzalez asked about the evaluations for the training.  Staff stated that they had just received the disk containing the materials from the USMS; so evaluations will go out next week along with the checklist and survey information. 
Standards – The Standards subcommittee had no formal report.  Mr. Coplen stated that the Courthouse Public Safety Standards were distributed at the Presiding Judges conference and each judge and court clerk that attended received a copy.  Additional copies will be mailed to those that were not in attendance.  Ms. Sugg asked that copies be provided to the Court Administrators as well to ensure that they were easily accessible.  Mr. Coplen also reminded that the standards were available online.  In addition, the online access was revamped to make the access to the court security information easier to find.   
Current Incident Reports

A copy of the most recent incidents reported to the AOC was provided.  There was a discussion of incident that occurred on November 30 where the court clerk was assaulted in front of the courtroom.  The committee members were concerned about the lack of action taken against the individual that committed the assault.  The committee members agreed that it seemed to be unclear of whose responsibility it was to take action.  Judge Gonzalez stated that this occurs a lot in that area, there is no memorandum of understanding between the Seattle Police Department and the King County Sheriff as to who has actual jurisdiction for incidents that occur.  This causes a delay in action on a number of cases. Judge Gonzalez stated that he would contact the court administrator to get additional information on the incident and report back to the committee.  [Subsequent to the meeting, an update to the report was submitted by the administrator stating that the individual had been arrested and charged with felony malicious harassment.]  
Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for February 6, 2008.  This meeting will be held at the AOC conference room in SeaTac.  


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.






Respectfully submitted,






Anita Gausepohl

