
BOARD FOR JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION
Court Security Committee
March 27, 2009 Teleconference
Meeting Minutes 

Members present:  Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg, co-chair; Judge Steve González, co-chair; Mr. Jeffrey Beaver; Judge Paula Casey; Judge Elizabeth Cordi-Bejarano; Ms. Susanne Elsner; Ms. Sonya Kraski; Ms. Fona Sugg 
Members not present: Mr. Craig Daly; Justice Mary Fairhurst; Chief Robert Spinks
Staff present:  Mr. Rick Coplen; Ms. Karen Castillo 
______________________________________________________________________________
Call to Order:  
Judge Whitener-Moberg called the meeting to order.
Welcome and Introductions: 
Judge Whitener-Moberg welcomed all present.  It was noted that Judge González will join the conference call later.  
Approval of Minutes:   
Judge Whitener-Moberg asked if there were any changes that need to be made to the minutes of the last meeting.  There being none, she asked for a motion to adopt.  Judge Casey moved the meeting minutes be adopted without amendment.  Judge Bejarano seconded the motion.  The 2/18/09 Meeting Minutes were adopted.
Current Incidents Report:
Mr. Coplen suggested that, in the future, the Incidents Report Log Update be simply attached with the meeting materials, without being included as a specific agenda item.  The update can be discussed if there are questions, but, for the most part, it is merely for the members’ information.  Judge Whitener-Moberg, Ms. Kraski, and others agreed to that approach.   
Ms. Elsner asked if Tacoma Municipal Court had reported the court incident that was reported in the paper.  Mr. Coplen said that they had not, but that Judge González had contacted the Tacoma judge to discuss the incident with her.  Ms. Elsner asked if the judge was aware of the committee and the resources that are available.  The question was put to Judge González when he joined the meeting later.  Judge González said he wasn’t sure if she was aware of the committee or not.  Mr. Coplen reported that he had contacted Yvonne Pettus, Tacoma Court Administrator and asked that an incident report be submitted.  Judge Whitener-Moberg noted that Grant County court had two jurors get into a fist fight, but that incident also had not been reported to the Court Security Committee.  

Referencing a video clip from a Florida court that he had sent out to members, Mr. Coplen said that the video demonstrates how quickly violence can erupt in the courtroom.  He added that it reinforces the importance of having security inside the courtroom, especially on domestic violence cases.  Judge Bejarano said that it also emphasizes the need for good detection at the door. 
Definition of “Incident:
The committee discussed the proposed definition of “incident”.  It was suggested that the term   “mugging” be removed from the list.  Ms. Kraski suggested using the term “examples include but are not limited to” prior to the list of possible events that would qualify as “incidents”.  All agreed that having examples is a good idea.  Ms. Kraski asked if the term “court community” includes the attorneys; all agreed that it does.  It was suggested that “attorneys” be included in the list referencing court community.  Judge Whitener-Moberg asked for a formal motion.
It was moved by Judge Casey to incorporate the definition of “incident” into the Incident Report Form and the Courthouse Public Safety Standards with the suggested changes, i.e. eliminating the term: “muggings”; adding the phrase, “examples include but are not limited to” and including the word “attorneys” in the list referencing the court community.  Ms. Kraski seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Courtroom Security Checklist:

Mr. Coplen asked Judge Bejarano if she would open the discussion about the Courtroom Security Checklist, since Judge González had not yet joined the meeting.  Judge Bejarano began by saying that she used Judge Gonzalez’ King County model as a starting point for the checklist, and also used some information from Nevada courts.  She then adapted it to make it more general, for use statewide.  Mr. Coplen suggested that the Checklist be included in the Courthouse Public Safety Standards in the Appendix, so it can be used as a model for courts across the state.  Everyone agreed.  Judge Whitener-Moberg asked for a formal motion to that effect.   Ms. Sugg made a motion to add the Quick Reference Checklist to the Courthouse Public Safety Standards in the Appendix.  Judge Casey seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.
Next Meeting and Adjournment:
The next meeting of the Court Security Committee will be a teleconference on Friday, May 15, 2009 from 12:15 pm to 1:15 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Castillo

Administrative Assistant

AOC

