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WASHINGTON

COURTS




	Gender and Justice Commission

January 14, 2005
9:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
Two Union Square, Suite 1606

Seattle, WA  98101

	----Minutes----


PRESENT

Commission Members:  Justice Barbara A. Madsen, Judge Marlin Appelwick, Maggie Chon, Eileen M. Concannon, Jeralita Costa, Tom Fallquist, Judie Fortier, Jennefer Henson, Grace Huang, Michael Killian, Sandy Matheson, Judge Jim Riehl, Judge Ann Schindler, Dan Thieme, Judge Linda Tompkins

Guests:  Merrie Gough, Kelly Starr
Staff:  Gloria Hemmen, Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC)
CALL TO ORDER

Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.

COMMISSION BUSINESS

Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the November 12, 2004 meeting minutes.  Motion carried.

Budget Report 

The Commission reviewed the budget report.  Contracts with local courts FY03 STOP Grant funding continue to be under expended.  That grant expires March 31.  Ten Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) accepted our offer for scholarships to attend the Peter Jaffe Guardian ad Litem (GAL) training on December 1.  
2005 Meeting Schedule and Calendar
Commission meetings are scheduled at the Administrative Office of the Courts new meeting space at the Kilroy Airport Center, SeaTac South Tower, Suite 1106 on March 11, May 13, July 8, and September 9. 
It was agreed to change the November meeting from the 2nd Friday to the 1st Friday because of the Veterans’ Day Holiday on November 11.  The location of the November 4 meeting has not been confirmed.  Possible sites are a law office in Seattle or Seattle University Law School.

Renewal of the Commission Order
The Supreme Court Order authorizing the Gender and Justice Commission expires June 30, 2005.  After the Commission reviews the language of the current order, Justice Madsen will request the Supreme Court extend the order.

EDUCATION PROJECTS/PROGRAMS/ACTIVITIES
Genome Justice Education Proposal for the 48th Washington Judicial Conference

The Commission’s proposal for a 3-hour Genome Justice session at the 48th Washington Judicial Conference, 9/18-21/05 in Tacoma has been revised to include coordination with the Superior Court Judges’ Association Equality and Fairness Committee.  The joint proposal will be reviewed by the Conference Planning Committee lat their January meeting.  
Justice Madsen, Judge Schindler, Judge Linda Tompkins, and Maggie Chon agreed to work on the planning committee.  Judge Carol Schapira chairs the Equality and Fairness Committee and will recruit volunteers from that group
Judge Schindler suggested someone attend the National Association of Women Judges second Genome Justice pilot program in Arizona in April.  

Color of Justice Program in Eastern WA
Judge Tompkins has contacted the Spokane School District Coordinator for Native American Education and the Spokane Community College career fair facilitator regarding identifying students to participate in the program.  Helen Donigan has secured Gonzaga Law School for the location.  A date has not been confirmed.  
Maggie Chon and Judie Fortier volunteered to be resource persons for the program planning.
Initiative for Diversity Governing Council – WSBA
Eileen Concannon reported since the Initiative for Diversity Governing Council (IDGC) had its first meeting in October, concerns from the group have led to redrafting the preamble and two of the commitments.  The next four commitments will be reviewed at the next meeting.

She noted the Washington State Bar Association hopes to hire someone to track the integration of diversity into education.

Justice Madsen asked about outreach to Eastern Washington and relationship with WSBA President Ron Ward’s Leadership Institute.  At this time there has been no contact with the Leadership Institute.  Judge Tompkins noted the Spokane County Bar Association has commissioned a new Diversity Section.  The timing is perfect for introduction of the Diversity Commitments.
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROJECTS
American Bar Association (ABA) Commission on Domestic Violence 

Judge Riehl reported the ABA Commission on Domestic Violence is meeting in Seattle April 8-9, 2005.  The Gender and Justice Commission is invited to make a presentation at their meeting and to co-sponsor a Continuing Legal Education (CLE) program on the Effective Use of Expert Witnesses in Domestic Violence Cases.  A reception with ABA Commission members is planned following the CLE.  This is the first time the ABA Commission has combined a CLE with a meeting.
He provided a brochure describing the work of the Commission on Domestic Violence and publications including:

· Teach Your Students Well: Incorporating Domestic Violence Into Law School Curricula.  A Law School Report

· The Impact of Domestic Violence on Your Legal Practice – A lawyer’s handbook, 2nd Edition.

· A Guide for Employers: Domestic Violence in the Workplace

· Judicial Checklist on Domestic Violence 

It was moved and seconded to work with the ABA Commission on DV to co-sponsor the Continuing Legal Education (CLE) program on April 8, 2005.  Motion carried
It was moved and seconded to approve up to $5,000 to support the CLE program costs with two thousand dollars reserved for scholarships for Washington State participants.  Motion carried.  Notice about the scholarships will be sent out to legal services, public defenders, prosecutors, and volunteer programs via various list serves.

Justice Madsen, Eileen Concannon, Grace Huang, if available, and Gloria Hemmen will report to the ABA Commission on April 9, 2005.
Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence (WSCADV) Fatality Review Report
Copies of the Findings and Recommendations from the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence Fatality Review Report, December 2004 were distributed to the Commission.  This is the 3rd fatality review report. 

Kelly Starr, one of the authors, presented an overview of domestic violence fatalities and the 2004 recommendations.  She noted since 1997, almost a third of homicides have been murder/suicide and the majority of homicides have been committed with firearms.  Some key recommendations for the courts included:

· Sharing the Fatality Review Reports with others.
· Collaborating with DV programs

· Providing judges with in-depth pre-sentencing reports

· Providing DV Training for judges (mandatory), attorneys, evaluators, CASA, GAL, etc. that included identifying and assessing lethality indicators; safety planning; 

· Providing DV advocates on-site or require clerks to routinely refer to local DV programs

· Inquiring about the existence of firearms and ordering abusers to surrender their firearms at each step of the criminal and civil legal process. 
· Using well trained evaluators for parenting plan arrangements.
Kelly also noted a survey of the courts that issue civil protection orders indicated few offer any safety planning on-site and 44% provide no referrals to a domestic violence advocate.
It was agreed the report should be circulated to the courts.  Suggestions included:

· E-mail the link to the on-line report.

· Notify the court community the authors are available to do presentations.

· Present the report at the fall judges’ conference.  Possibly combine a presentation with the new protection order forms.

Rural DV and Child Victimization Grant
The Rural Domestic Violence Grant faculty is finalizing the agenda for the February 25, 2005 training Promising Judicial Practices in Domestic Violence and Child Dependency Cases.  Judges from Grays Harbor, Jefferson, Kitsap, and Mason counties dependency courts will be holding pre-training meetings with their teams.  Judge Michelle Demmert has agreed to lead a team from the Chehalis Tribal Court. 
STOP Grants to the Courts
FY03 Grant Status

Grant projects in Douglas and Walla Walla are active.  Pierce County has completed their domestic violence video.  Stevens County continues to work on the security improvements.  This Violence Against Women Annual Progress Report was included in the meeting materials. This grant ends 3/31/05.  
FY04 Grant and Request for Proposal (RFP)
Nine proposals were received by the January 12, 2005 Request for Proposal (RFP) deadline.  $104,985 is available for projects through March 31, 2006.  Commission members Costa, Huang, Killian, Madsen, Matheson, Pontarolo, and Reukauf volunteered to serve on the RFP Evaluating Committee.  Those projects selected for funding will be notified by January 28, 2005.
Domestic Violence Manual for Judges Update
Judge Helen Halpert is supervising an attorney working on legal updates to the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges.  A contract is being negotiated with Dr. Anne Ganley to re-write her sections.
Model Workplace Domestic Violence Policy
Justice Madsen reported, at the December En Banc, the Supreme Court adopted the Workplace Domestic Violence Policy and recommended each Department reporting to the Court (Clerk’s Office, Law Library, Administrative Office of the Courts, etc.) adopt the policy.  She noted the drafter’s comments prepared by Dan Thieme were very helpful and pointed out the judge’s role as an employer.

Judge Schindler requested a copy of the policy, as approved by the Court, so she and Judge Appelwick can present it to the Court of Appeals.  The policy can then be presented at the judges’ spring conferences; sent out on the Presiding Judges’ ListServ; and posted on the Gender and Justice Commission webpage.

It was pointed out that the courts will need training on how to implement the Domestic Violence Workplace Policy.  
Revised Protection Order Forms
Merrie Gough presented the proposed recognizable first page for the orders of protection and the revised forms.  Merrie indicated the Extending Project Passport team members worked with Judge Riehl, Grace Huang, and the Gender and Justice protection order forms subcommittee and the state DV Forms Subcommittee to reviewed and recommend the proposed changes.
The priority was to produce a recognizable first page that met competing interests of privacy under CR 31 and 32, protection of the victims, law enforcement data access, and ease of use.
Consensus was to accept the subcommittee’s recommendations and send the proposed changes out for comment to judicial, legal, tribal, and law enforcement associations.  A meeting will be called of those who attended the Full Faith and Credit meeting in 2001 to get support for the project.  
It was agreed that work needs to be done to ensure the new forms are used.  Suggestions include including a reminder of the statute that mandates the use of these forms and asking the Supreme Court to make a policy statements regarding their use.
Justice Madsen thanked Merrie Gough and Judge Riehl and all the subcommittee members for their work. 
OTHER BUSINESS
Visit to the Washington Correction Center for Women

Commission members Madsen, Chon, Huang, Matheson, and Tompkins are scheduled to visit the Washington Correction Center for Women after the March 11, 2005 meeting.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
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