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WASHINGTON

COURTS




	Gender and Justice Commission

Friday, November 4, 2005

Riddell Williams P.S.
1001 Fourth Avenue Plaza, Suite 4500
Seattle, WA 98154-1065

	----MINUTES----


PRESENT

Members:  Justice Barbara A. Madsen,  Eileen Concannon, Judge Sara Derr, Tom Fallquist, Judie Fortier, Grace Huang, Michael Killian, Sandy Matheson, Yvonne Pettus, Judge Jim Riehl, Judge Ann Schindler, Lindsay Thompson, Judge Linda Tompkins
Staff:  Gloria Hemmen

CALL TO ORDER

Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. 
COMMISSION BUSINESS

Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the September 9, 2005 meeting minutes with one correction.  Motion carried.

Budget Report 

The Commission reviewed the budget status report.
Meeting Schedule
It was agreed that a long-range planning meeting will be scheduled for the evening of March 9 and all day on March 10, 2006.  The Commission will consider changing gender equality issues and set a direction for the next five years’ work.
Membership  
Judge A. Schindler noted the Nominating Committee will reconvene following the long range planning meeting. 
2005 Annual Report

It was agreed the annual report will follow the same format as the 2003-2004 Report.  A draft report will be ready for review at the January 13, 2006 meeting.
PROJECT STATUS REPORTS 
Genome Justice

About 125 judicial officers attended the Genome Justice Program on September 19 in Tacoma.  Program evaluations were included with the meeting materials.  A small group viewed the Bloodlines videotape the night before the program.  Eighteen judicial officers requested a copy of the tape.  

A session on Surrogacy and Assisted Reproductive Technology is being provided at the Appellate Court Conference on April 12 by University of Washington Professor Patricia Kuszler.  Justice Owens is also looking for time to show Bloodlines at the conference.
Workplace Domestic Violence Policy
The Commission reviewed evaluations from Kathy Cooper Franklin’s presentation on Domestic Violence in the Workplace, on September 30, at the District and Municipal Court Managers’ Conference in Yakima.
Although there is no time available on the Presiding Judges’ Conference agenda in December, we have been invited to submit proposals to the other court education committees. Ann Sweeney ahs offeredJudge Appelwick reported the Court of Appeals Personnel Committee recommended training rather than adopting the model policy.  He and Judge Schindler will present the examples from the Supreme Court Departments for further consideration by the Committee.

Judge Tompkins will present the model policy to the Spokane Superior Court.
Discussion followed on union issues related to the domestic violence policy.  Judge Derr noted she circulated the policy for comment regarding union issues.  Dan Thieme indicated the policy fits under “working conditions” and would be negotiated with each collective bargaining unit.  He will ask Kathy Cooper Franklin to include union issues in her presentation at the District and Municipal Court Managers’ Conference.  Grace Huang has been talking to the Labor Council about the issues.  Tom Fallquist agreed to discuss the issue with the Court Management Council.

It was moved and seconded to approach the Presiding Judges Conference Coordinating Committee regarding providing a presentation on the workplace policy to the judges, considering their responsibilities under General rule (GR) 29.  Motion carried.  
Federal Grants

Rural Domestic Violence and Child Victimization Grant 
The final grant funded training was October 7, 2005 in Wenatchee.  
Faculty is interested in repeating the training in another rural area for 4 counties.  No more rural grant funding, however.   Fairly expensive to replicate:

Mason County:
 $3,000  (rental, materials, food service, participant mileage)

Chelan County:
 $4,500  (more participant travel and lodging reimbursement)

6 Faculty for each program:
$3,650 in fees plus $1,5000 travel for Chelan includes Madsen and Hemmen).

Is this a program that the Commission would want to replicate?
(Leads us to a Long Range Planning question – how much follow-up do we want to do with the education/raining that we provide?)
This grant ends December 31, 2005.  Received approval to use some of the unexpended funds for DV Manual writers and to pay for rural court judges who attend the Enhancing Judicial Skills program. 
ii.
FY 04 STOP Grant to the Courts : Status and roll-over funds   See page 64

Reports through 9/30 are included.  

Page 65
Revised Asotin Report in Stapled handout

Page 66
Check – Justice Madsen to Clark County? 

Out of order

Page 69
Walla Walla YWCA letter to Judge Schacht on page 69.  Nice compliment from a state legislator.   Report on page 115.
Page 71
DV/CPS Protocol Projct.  See signatures on page 75.

Region 4 evaluations on page 103.


Region 5 launch event brochure on page 105

Page 117
Whatcom Report.  Note similar issue as identified in Asotin revised report:  Order not granted bec. Respondent has not been served
Page 121
Yakima


Riehl and ,Maury Baker to Yakima for a 2 hr. training.  Audience?

Kitsap Training, 10/15/05 – Judge Riehl 
Page 125 for program cover, agenda, and evaluations

See comments on page 132-133  “The DV Manual appears to be a Gold Mine.”

Appreciation for including pro-tems

See Manual

Note from Judge Hunt

And thank you also for your excellent work on the Gender and Justice Commission, in general, and in sponsoring the DV order conference in Bremerton on Saturday in particular.  I have to admit that initially, I was planning to read briefs and prepare for oral arguments during the seminar, anticipating that it might not be interesting to me or pertain to what I do or need to know.  But I was riveted from beginning to end -- the  presenters were top notch and the content was engaging.   I was very glad I attended.  Robin
Maury Baker said the faculty is willing to repeat the program in another county – no speaker fees, travel costs only.  Is the Commission willing to take this one on?

Roll-Over funding Projects

1.
Native American Summit on Gender, Family, and Community Violence, 10/12-13


Page 137.  Program cover, agenda .


Page 141 DV Summit Frequently Asked Questions


Grey handout – additional information about the Summit.

2.
Purchased and sent out a copy of the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence Fatality Review Report to all presiding judges.  See memo on page 145.

3
Sent 5 judges to Enhancing Judicial Skills in DV Cases workshop in Philadelphia, 9/18-21.   11 more scheduled for 12/4-7.

4.
Protection Order Video - $15,000


NEED HELP!  Project to be completed before 3/31/06
iii.
FY 05 STOP Grant to the Courts – Request for Proposal

Page 147 – Proposed budget.   

Page 151 RFP announcement memo.

Page 153-155 project list

Page 157 RFP

E-mailed to presiding judges, court admin. and county clerks on 11/1.  Hard copy being mailed.  Posted on courts webpage.

NEED Grant evaluators.  

Proposals are due 1/6.  Will be sent out to evaluators on 1/12 (or brought to Commission meeting on 1/13).   Conference call on 1/24.  

Discuss:  Preparing a grant project handbook – highlighting successful projects that could be replicated.

5.
The 2nd Annual Domestic Violence Summit will be held in Goldendale on September 30 and October 1.  (Commission funded.)

6.
Promising Judicial Practices in Domestic Violence and Child Dependency Cases, the final workshop funded by the Rural Domestic Violence grant is scheduled for October 7 in Wenatchee.  Teams led by judicial officers from Chelan, Douglas, Grant, and Kittitas counties and the Colville Tribal Court will participate.  (Rural DV Grant funded.) 

7.
The Native American Summit in Gender, Family, and Community Violence is scheduled for October 12-13 at the Little Creek Resort in Shelton.  (STOP Grant funded.)

8.
The Importance of Effective Domestic Violence Court Orders, a workshop for judicial officers and pro-tem judges in Clallam, Jefferson, Kitsap, and Mason counties, will be held on October 15 in Bremerton.  (STOP Grant funded.)
9.
The New Frontier, the 27th Annual Conference of the National Association of Women Judges will be held in Houston, Texas, October 19-23.  Justice Madsen, Judge Linda Tompkins, and Gloria Hemmen will attend.  (Commission funded.)
a. Initiative for Diversity Governing Council (IDGC)

b. Domestic Violence Manual for Judges

Status:
Judge Halpert coordinating revisions and editing.  

Chapters currently dispersed to 6 people:  Judge Doerty. Judge Doucet, Comm. Bill Knebes, Anne Ganley, and Pam Loginsky.   Grace working on Immigrants Chapter.
HELP NEEDED:
Volunteers to read final revised chapter.
Plan to complete by 12/31.   Print in Jan.  Distribute in Feb.  Using STOP Grant funds to provide copies to  DV agencies.
c. WSBA Family Law Domestic Violence CLE

Fist meeting will be January 6 following the Commission meeting.

Confirm these volunteers are still interested:

1. Justice Barbara A. Madsen

2. Jeri Costa 
3. Thomas R. Fallquist

4. Judie Fortier 

5. Grace Huang

6. Michael Killian

7. Gloria C. Hemmen

a. Proposal for the 2006 Washington Judicial Conference

NEED TO SUBMIT BY 12/31

White handout 
1.
PowerPoint from Jeff Edelson’s training 

Evidence Based Practice with Men Who Batter:  The Simplicity of Certainty

ffectiveness of Batter’s Treatmen

2.
Handout from Kitsap County DV Summit, 10/14


Assessing for Abuse in Later Life by Bonnie Brandle

b. Future Meeting Topics/Programs: 
i.
January: University of Washington Gender Study Report, Prof. Maranville 



Should representatives from the other Law Schools be invited?   WHO?


Student or faculty?

ii.
Full Faith and Credit 


Have STOP Grant funds to expend before 3/31 on next meeting


Need to identify Commission focus for this project. . . . .
iii.
Trafficking of Women and Children

iv.
Law Enforcement Domestic Violence Policies 

v.
Disciplinary System and Its Impact on Women, Prof. Ainsworth, Seattle University Law School 

vi.
Military Response to Domestic Violence

vii.
Administrative Law Judges Conference, Seattle 2006

Judge Sullivan attended the Genome Justice Program and the NAWJ conf.  The national ALJ Ed Committee agreed to include Genome Justice, Immigrants in the Courts, and Gender and Justice on the program agenda for 2006. 

Should the Commission offer to help with NAWJ adapted programs.
4.

Initiative for Diversity Commitments
Eileen Concannon reported the work on the diversity commitments continues.  A year ago, twenty-two representatives from across the state convened as the Initiative for Diversity Governing Council (IDGC) to implement commitments to improve advancement for women and minorities in the legal profession.  Progress came to a standstill in the spring.  Justices Madsen and Johnson convened several meetings with minority bar groups to resolve issues and a facilitated group meeting is being scheduled this fall.  It is hoped that 8 Commitments will be agreed upon this fall and circulated statewide to legal employers. 

She noted no other state has implemented the commitments although cities have focused on 1 or 2 and Chicago has successfully implemented commitments similar to ours. 

Justice Madsen has been working to identify a diversity consultant for the proposed ½ day, facilitated IDGC meeting.  The Minority and Justice Commission and other groups have been approached to assist with the anticipated $5,000 cost.  She will keep the Commission informed of the progress of this project.

STOP Grants to the Courts
FY05 STOP Grant to the Courts funding of $105,885 is confirmed.  The Senate has approved continuation of the Violence Against Women Act and future funding amounts are being negotiated.
FY03 STOP Grant roll-over funds have been approved by the Office of Crime Victims Advocacy.  Approximately $81,000 will be added to the FY04 grant contract.  That funding is available through March 31, 2006.
FY04 STOP Grant projects will report at the end of September.  Statewide leadership has signed the Domestic Violence/Child Protective Services Protocol.  This project has been funded for the past three years.  Current funding is supporting the statewide coordinating network and convening six regional implementation teams which will design and implement local coordinated response protocols.  Yvonne Pettus reported the Region 5 Protocol roll-out was September 8 in Tacoma and 10 committees have been formed to work on protocols for participating groups.  Regions 4 and 6 have also met.
The Hague Convention Project
Justice Madsen congratulated Brendan Doncker and the Seattle University Law School team that completed The Hague Convention and Domestic Violence chapter for the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges.  
The chapter was completed with input from an Advisory Committee that included Justice Madsen, Judge Schindler, and Lindsay Thompson.
It was suggested that unpublished opinions be included.  Additional comments and changes should be submitted to the team before the chapter is finalized in mid-October.

WSBA Family Law Committee a

Volunteers from the Commission will meet with the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) Family Law Committee in January to begin work on a domestic violence CLE for family law attorneys.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for November 4, 2005.  
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