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CONSECUTIVE INTERPRETATION
· Introduction to Consecutive Interpretation

· Consecutive Exercises

· Verbatim Recall

· Verbatim Q&A

· Affidavit (Bank Robbery)

· Skills-Enhancing Exercises: Listening
· Scripts
INTRODUCTION TO

CONSECUTIVE INTERPRETATION
Consecutive interpreting occurs where there is actual dialogue including the non-English speaker.  Interpreters may only interrupt a speaker if it is necessary to achieve complete accuracy in a very lengthy statement.   If a word or phrase is not heard or understood, the interpreter must ask the judge for permission to ask the witness to repeat or rephrase the statement, and then continue with the interpretation.   It is a very good idea for interpreters to carry a comprehensive dictionary when reporting to an assignment.

Not only are good language skills for each language required, the interpreter must also be bicultural in order to understand subtle differences in meaning.  Remember, interpreters must convey the exact meaning, tone and register as used by the person being interpreted without showing their own emotional reactions.  

Practice is needed to remember what was said and how it was said.  This session will give you practice in consecutive interpreting skills.
CONSECUTIVE EXERCISES:
Verbatim Recall

Directions:  One partner reads the passage, and another partner repeats it exactly as it was read.  Be sure to switch roles.  Pay attention to accuracy, inflection and tone.

1. Had you ever been to the residence at 2953 Bradley St. prior to the incident that occurred on January 12, 1991, when you were stabbed with a knife?

2. No, that was the first time I had ever been there.  John had invited me before, but I never went there until the night of the party, when I was stabbed.

3. Did you recognize any of the individuals who were present at the party at John’s house, at 2953 Bradley St., that night of January 12?

4. Well, there was one fellow I knew from work, and of course, John and his wife, and then there was the guy who stabbed me.  I had seen him before with John playing soccer after work.

5. What about the person you were acquainted with from your job, can you tell us his name and describe him?

6. Yes, his name is Fred Bridges and he’s about, well, I would say about six feet tall, and he has reddish blond hair, and he’s kind of a burly fellow, you know, pretty big and muscular.

7. Now, what about the person you say allegedly stabbed you at the party on January 12?  Can you give us his name, and/or describe him for the record?

8. Well, I know his name now, but I didn’t at the time.  He’s sitting over there at the defense table.  He has long blond hair in a pony tail, and he’s wearing a suit and tie.  That night he had on a leather outfit.

9. I’d like you to tell us about the events that led up to the stabbing that night at the party on January 12.   Did the defendant say anything to you, or did you say anything to him?

10. No, man, I didn’t say or do anything to him.  He was raging around the place, probably high on something, he was yelling at everyone.  Then he suddenly pulled this knife, and since I was the closest person to him, he stabbed me.

11.  What was your reaction to – strike that.  What part or parts of your body, if any, were touched by the knife when he allegedly stabbed you?
12.   First, he got me in the upper arm, here, in the biceps of my right arm.  Then, as I tried to dodge him, he stabbed me again in the left shoulder area and down lower, in the left kidney area.  I’m lucky I’m still alive to tell you.

CONSECUTIVE EXERCISES:
Verbatim Q & A

Directions:  One partner reads both the question and answer, and another partner repeats it exactly as it was read.  Be sure to switch roles.  Pay attention to accuracy, inflection and tone.

1. QUESTION:  What happened at about 7:15 p.m. that night?
At about 7:15 p.m., a blue station wagon, maybe a 1981 Ford, southbound, approached the intersection of 35th Ave NE and N27th.  There was a stop sign, I think, but the driver did not stop.  Then he turned left and speeded away.  Just before the stop sign, I could make out his license plate.  I believe it was WKH392.
2. QUESTION:  Describe who was in the car on March 3rd?
There were three passengers in the car, northbound.  The driver seemed to be a tall red-haired man.  Mr. Taylor was sitting in the passenger seat, and right behind him was the woman I also at the pharmacy the day before.  They were going about 35 miles per hour.

3. QUESTION:  What is your income?
My income varies a great deal… Er,… I can earn $2,500 a month, but, well, some months I earn less.  Last year I made over $30,000, but with the car payment and rent, insurance, food, I’m lucky if I can save $60 to $70 per month.

4. QUESTION:  Describe who was at the house on June 22nd?
First, there was just Mr. Johnson.  Then about 11 that morning, two women arrived.  One was kind of fat and she had short blonde hair and a lot of earrings.  She was helping the other one.  That one had her left leg in a cast.  She had several tattoos and skinny gold bracelets on her arms.
CONSECUTIVE EXERCISES:
Verbatim Recall
Directions:  Partner A reads the first 3 paragraphs, pausing for Partner B to repeat verbatim, first in English, then in your target language.  Switch roles for paragraphs 4 through 6.  Note any words or phrases that you do not know.
Affidavit

I, Sandra Whitman, am employed as a teller at the Beech St. branch of the Bank of American in Albany.  On March 12, 1989, I witnessed the following incident:

A caucasian male, approximately 5’10” tall, with brown, shoulder-length curly hair, striking blue eyes, and a ruddy complexion, entered the bank through the Main St. entrance at about 10:30 a.m.  He approached the window where I was working and told me that the automatic teller was “on the blink,” and that someone from the bank staff should take a look at it.  Because he was acting suspiciously – nervous, shifty-eyed – and because I detected the odor of alcohol on his breath, I buzzed my supervisor using the button that is concealed under the counter.

Just at that moment, a short Hispanic male, approximately 5’6” in height, with short dark hair, brown eyes, and a mustache, burst into the bank from the Beech St. entrance, shouting “All right, all you assholes, get over there, on the double!  This is a hold-up!  Just do as we say, and we won’t have to blow you away1”  He and the caucasian man proceeded to herd everyone, customers and bank employees alike, into the bank vault.

Then two more men, both short and dark, their faces covered with nylon stockings, entered the bank, brandishing submachine guns, and began stuffing cash from the tellers’ drawers into what looked like large flour or meal bags.  The two masked men and the Hispanic appeared to take orders from the caucasian, who barked commands at them as he waved a gun at us.  I could not see the weapon clearly, but it had a short barrel and was a dark metallic blue color.
After the men had gathered all the cash they could find, the Hispanic man shouted, “So long, suckers!” and they all rushed out the Main St. door.  They must have had an accomplice waiting outside in a get-away car, because as soon as they were out the door, I heard a vehicle accelerate and pull away.  The driver must have kept the motor running, as I did not hear the engine actually start.  Judging by the sound the car made, I would guess it had a diesel engine.  After the robbers were gone, the bank manager phoned the police.

I swear under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statement is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  If called to testify in a court of law, my testimony would be essentially the same as this affidavit.  Signed this 13th day of March, 1989.

Sandra Whitman, Assistant Teller

CONSECUTIVE EXERCISES:
Interpreting into Target Language
Directions:  Select one of the following scripts.  Take turns reading a page of  questions and answers, pausing for the interpretation into your target language.  

Groups of three work well: one asks the question in English, the second sight translates into the target language, and the third person can interpret the question into the target language and the answer into English.  It would go like this:
1 – reads Question in English


3 – interprets Question into target language


2 – sight translates Answer into target language


3 – interprets Answer into English

Again, alternate roles every page.
Remember, DO NOT ALLOW YOUR OPINIONS to color your rendition of a speaker’s words.  The subject matter may be one about which you have strong opinions.  Pay close attention to your reaction to the text while listening, and maintain the same level of language (register) as the speaker.

Also pay attention to accuracy, inflection, and tone.  Jot down any words you did not know.


SUGGESTED SKILL-ENHANCING:
Listening
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The exercises described below will provide both the novice and the experienced interpreter with methods to improve skills for consecutive interpreting, as well as for simultaneous interpreting and sight translation.

Note: improving your listening and memory skills is an ongoing and lifelong endeavor.  As you gain experience and confidence, your skills will increase.  

Effective Listening

1. Observe conversations conducted outside of earshot (e.g., across a room, with the volume turned down on the TV, in a crowded area such as an airport or shopping center).  Note how facial expressions, gestures, body movements, posture, and eye contact – or lack of it – reveal what the speakers may be saying.  What do you think they are talking about?  Which nonverbal cues suggest the nature of the conversation?  What language do you think the participants speaking?  How do you know?  Try this exercise in all your working languages.  How do the cues differ in each language?

2. Listen closely to someone you cannot see, such as a telephone caller or radio broadcaster, and analyze the person’s manner of speaking: voice, pitch, tone, and volume (loudness) as well as other sounds, such as stutters, sighs, hesitations, and tongue clicking.  Do this exercise in all your working languages and compare the differences among them.

3. Analyze words and their meanings by asking others what they mean when they use a particular word or phrase.  Write them down.  How does their word usage differ from yours?

4. Go to a store with a friend (who will run a small cassette recorder) and ask the clerk about a product.  Five minutes later, try to repeat exactly what the clerk said.  Play back the tape recording to see how accurately you recited the original message.

5. Ask someone for directions to a place you know how to get to, then ask for directions to an unfamiliar place.  What happens in your mind in each situation?  Do you lose your train of thought or do you jump ahead?

6. The next time you have a conversation with someone and miss part of what was said, analyze what went wrong.  How did you lose your concentration?  Were you daydreaming?  Were you distracted by an unfamiliar word or a physical interference?  Did a previous, unresolved conversation or thought intervene?

7. As you listen to long speeches (e.g., watching C-SPAN or attending a city council meeting), try to condense it into a few meaningful units.  Organize the information into groups.  For example, if a person were to list the schools she had attended and the subjects studied, you could group the schools by location and the course names by topics.  Numbers can be grouped the way people recite phone or social security numbers – in groups of two, three or four numbers, rather than as a strong on unrelated numbers.  Please note that when interpreting testimony, you should maintain the speaker’s word sequence as spoken, except to accommodate the syntax of the target language.
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