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June 24, 2005


WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

 

MINUTES OF COMMISSION MEETING

 

Seattle University School of Law

Sullivan Hall 

901 Twelfth Avenue 

Seattle, Washington

Friday, June 24, 2005 at 10:30 a.m.


Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairperson, Presiding

 

Call to order

 

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 10:40 a.m.

 

Present at the meeting were Justice Charles W. Johnson, Justice Charles Z. Smith (Retired), Robert C. Boruchowitz, Chief Judge Ronald E. Cox, Lonnie Davis, Dean Donna Claxton Deming, Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn, Judge Richard A. Jones, Judge Douglas W. Luna, Dean Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D., Judge Ron A. Mamiya, Judge LeRoy McCullough, Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr., Ms. Rosa Melendez, Ms. Karen W. Murray, Ms. P. Diane Schneider, Ms. Sudha Shetty, Judge Greg D. Sypolt, Judge Vicki J. Toyohara, Ms. Brenda E. Williams, Judge Mary I. Yu, Judge Dennis D. Yule, Brandon Buskey, Ms. Erica S. Chung and Monto S. Morton.

 

Persons not in attendance with excused absences were Ms. Myrna I. Contreras, Judge Donald J. Horowitz (Former), Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson, Charles A. Jardine, Ms. Regina J. Jones, Ms. Deborah G. Juarez, Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Ms. Kyle Taylor Lucas, Ms. Amalia C. Maestas, Ms. Janet L. McLane, Judge Maryann C. Moreno, Judge James M. Murphy (Retired), Tony Orange, Jeffrey C. Sullivan, Judge Mary Alice Theiler, and Brian A. Tsuchida. 
 

Acknowledgement


Justice Charles Z. Smith thanked Ms. Sudha Shetty and Dean Kellye Testy for hosting the Commission at the Seattle University School of Law. 

Minutes

          Justice Smith reported that the minutes of the February 25, 2005 Commission and Executive Committee meetings, held at the United States Courthouse, 17th Floor Judicial Conference Room, 700 Stewart Street in Seattle, were approved by the Executive Committee subject to necessary editorial revisions.  
Report of Co-chairperson

Commission and Technical Support Membership        

 


Justice Smith reported that Ms. Janet L. McLane, a member of the Commission and the Education Sub-committee, has been officially appointed as Administrator of the Administrative Office of the Courts from Acting Administrator after Ms. Mary Campbell McQueen resigned to become President of the National Center for State Courts. 

Justice Smith reported that Dr. Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D., Assistant Dean of Student and Community Development for the University of Washington School of Law, has been appointed to the Commission by the Supreme Court and has agreed to join the Workforce Diversity Sub-Committee. He stated that Dean Madrid is filling a vacancy created when Judge Ricardo S. Martinez’ term expired on December 31, 2004. Justice Smith also announced that Ms. Ann E. Benson, Director of the Immigration Project with the Washington Defender Association, has been appointed to the Technical Support Group of the Commission and has chosen to join the Education Sub-Committee. 
2003-2004 Biennial Report
Justice Smith announced that the 2003-2004 Biennial Report has been printed and mailed. He thanked staff for their work. 


Justice Smith requested that sub-committee chairpersons submit their 2005 reports by end of November so the 2005 Annual Report may be printed on schedule. He also stated that the Commission is in contact with an artist to produce the cover art but indicated there is still time for Commission members to submit suggestions for artists or art to staff. 

National Consortium

Justice Smith reported that Justice Charles W. Johnson, Ms. Erica S. Chung and he attended the annual meeting of the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts which was held on April 13-16, 2005 in Atlanta, Georgia, and hosted by the Georgia Supreme Court. He further stated a report of the conference is included in the Commission Packets. Justice Smith stated that Ms. Erica Chung was elected to the Board for the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts and that the next meeting will be in Albuquerque, New Mexico, in April 2006, hosted by the New Mexico Supreme Court.  
Next Commission Meeting 
 

Justice Smith recommended that because of the high cost of flying to the Tri-Cities on such short notice the Commission should hold its next meeting in Seattle and asked Judge Yule and Ms. Chung to explore the cost of holding a meeting in Tri-Cities next year. He announced the next Commission meeting date for 2005:
· October 28, 2005 in Seattle

Budget

Ms. Erica S. Chung, Executive Director, reported on the Commission’s budget status and stated that the budget shows an under-expenditure of approximately $32,000 by the end of June 30, 2005. She advised sub-committee chairpersons to review the budget summary included in the Commission packets and to notify her of any unaccounted budgetary items. She also asked all Commission members to submit their expense reports or reimbursement forms by the end of July to ensure payment before the end of the biennium budgetary deadline. 
Report of the Sub-committees


Ms. Chung reported that the break-out session will consist of three groups: the Education and Research Sub-Committees, since they are working on a project together, and will be led by Judge LeRoy McCullough; the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-Committee will meet with the Workforce Diversity Sub-Committee since many of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-Committee members are also members of the Workforce Diversity Sub-Committee and will be led by Judge Deborah Fleck; and the Outreach Sub-Committee will meet on its own, and will be led by Judge Dennis Yule and supported by staff, Mr. Morton. 

Education & Research Sub-committees
Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, announced that the sub-committee has changed its regularly scheduled meetings to the second Wednesday of every other month at 4:00 pm starting this August. 
 
Judge McCullough reported that the sub-committee has decided after some discussion to allocate some of its funding to pay for judicial education as it pertains to the Youth and Justice Forums. Judge McCullough stated that the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee’s program, Youth and Justice Forums, are education related; therefore the Education Sub-Committee wholeheartedly supports funding the Forums from its budget. Judge McCullough asked Judge Jones, a regular presenter at these events, to give an overview of the Youth and Justice programs. Judge Jones summarized the Youth and Justice Forums and explained how the events positively affect the youth, judges and legal professionals who participate in the forums. 
 
Justice Smith stated that although the Youth and Justice Forums are positive events, he questioned whether the project meets the mandate of the Commission, which is to educate judges on the need for diversity in the judicial system. Discussion followed concerning the congruence of the project as it relates to the Commission’s mission with no resolution.     
 
Judge McCullough asked Judge Greg Sypolt to report on the Sub-committee’s discussion related to the Access to Justice Project regarding people with disabilities. Judge Sypolt stated that the Judicial Court Board of Trustees met recently and in their discussions they included issues relating to persons with disabilities in the courts. Judge Sypolt indicated that a manual has been drafted to help make courts more accessible for persons with disabilities. He asked Lonnie Davis to report on the content of the manual. 
Mr. Davis reported that the draft was created by Judge Anne Ellington and Judge Katherine Schaffer. He stated the Education Sub-Committee voted to dedicate some funds towards programs involving access to justice issues relating to persons with disabilities. He stated that he can forward a copy of the manual upon request. Justice Smith recommended a copy be forwarded to Ms. Chung who then can forward it to any interested Commission members. 
 
Justice Smith stated that the Commission will support access to justice issues concerning persons with disabilities, asking for “full speed ahead on the project.”   
 
Judge McCullough reported that the On-line Bibliography Project is currently being tested, which will create a list of literary resources related to persons of color.
 
Judge McCullough stated that the sub-committee will hold a session on Collateral Consequences at the 2005 Fall Conference in September and also the sub-committee will meet with the Judicial College Deans to clarify understanding and expectations for the upcoming 2006 Judicial College. 
Judge McCullough reported that the sub-committee discussed the jury reform research project and that Judge Yu has agreed to head it. 
 
Judge Douglas Luna announced that there is an annual swearing-in ceremony for new citizens at the Seattle Center on July 4 and invited Commission members to volunteer to help register new voters; thereby enabling their inclusion in the jury pool. 
 
Justice Smith recommended that Commission members not represent the Commission when volunteering to participate in the voter registration drive after the swearing-in ceremony, stating that citizenship is not a subject in the Commission’s mandate. He also stated that the jury diversity research project is a great idea to pursue but not related to the subject of citizenship.  
 
         Ms. Erica S. Chung volunteered to provide Commission members with contact information for various organizations participating in the voter registration drive at the swearing-in ceremony.    

Outreach Sub-committee

Judge Dennis Yule reported on behalf of the Outreach Sub-committee in Brian Tsuchida’s absence. He reported that the newsletter has been printed and mailed—Commission members should have received a copy which is also in the Commission packet. Judge Yule also reported that the sub-committee’s next newsletter, due in fall 2005, will cover changes in Native American Law and their effects on the bench; and the spring 2006 newsletter will cover Juvenile Justice and Children of Color which might also be redefined as Juvenile Justice and Families of Color. 

Judge Yule stated that the Sub-committee discussed playing a greater role in outreach activities in addition to the publication of the newsletter. Members discussed and supported the sponsorship of community forums based on topics discussed in the Equal Justice newsletters. He also stated that members affirmed that they will continue to attend events and meetings held by community and judicial groups as they pertain to the Commission’s mission; providing an opportunity to share information concerning the Commission and to gather information concerning legal community activities and needs.  

Judge Yule asked for Commission members’ help in providing reference material related to topics expressed in future newsletter themes. He added that the sub-committee thought it would be helpful to add a bibliography relating to the newsletter’s theme. He further stated that as the newsletter topic is clarified, the sub-committee will send out an e-mail to Commission members requesting literature references or bibliographies related to the theme. 

Justice Smith commented that the Outreach Sub-Committee could be the gateway by which the Commission could tie in the Youth and Justice Forums. He stated that the forums are misplaced with the Workforce Diversity Sub-Committee, but youth and justice forums could be constituted as an outreach activity—the direction of the Youth activities should be shifted to the responsibility of the Outreach Sub-Committee.
Workforce Diversity & Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committees
Judge Deborah D. Fleck reported that the Extern Project will be revived under Ms. Sudha Shetty and Dean Sandra E. Madrid. She stated that the Youth and Justice Projects will be moved to the Outreach Sub-Committee as recommended by Justice Smith. As for the 2005 Fall Judicial Conference, Judge Fleck announced that the Workforce Diversity Sub-Committee has confirmed Mr. Robert J. Grey, Jr. as the keynote speaker and confirmed his availability to participate in a reception in his honor. She stated that Dean Kellye Testy, Seattle University School of Law, will host a reception for Mr. Grey. Judge Fleck stated that Dean Testy has agreed to sponsor the project, “Diversifying the Bench.” Justice Smith stated that it is important that the law school be the main sponsor and that the Minority and Justice Commission be only one of many sponsors of the project.  
Adjournment
 

          The meeting was adjourned by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 12:45 p.m.

