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     February 24, 2006


Draft
WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

 

MINUTES OF COMMISSION MEETING

 

University of Washington School of Law

William H. Gates Hall 115 B/C 

Seattle, Washington

Friday, February 24, 2006 at 10:30 a.m.


Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons, Presiding.

Call to order

 

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 10:30 a.m.

 

Present at the meeting were Justice Charles W. Johnson, Justice Charles Z. Smith (Retired), Chief Judge Ronald E. Cox, Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Judge Richard A. Jones, Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Judge Douglas W. Luna, Judge Ron A. Mamiya, Judge James M. Murphy (Retired), Judge Greg D. Sypolt, Judge Mary I. Yu, Ms. Myrna I. Contreras, Uriel Iñiguez, Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson, Dean Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D., Ms. Denise C. Marti, Ms. Rosa M. Melendez, Ms. Karen W. Murray, Ms. P. Diane Schneider, Jeffrey C. Sullivan, Brian A. Tsuchida, Ms. Brenda E. Williams, and Ms. Erica S. Chung and Monto S. Morton as staff.
 

Persons not in attendance with excused absences were Judge Donald J. Horowitz (Former), Judge LeRoy McCullough, Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr., Judge Mary Alice Theiler, Judge Vicki J. Toyohara, Judge Dennis D. Yule, Ms. Ann E. Benson, Robert C. Boruchowitz, Lonnie Davis, Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn, Ms. Regina J. Jones, Ms. Amalia C. Maestas, Ms. Janet L. McLane, Anthony Orange, and Ms. Sudha Shetty.
 

Acknowledgement


Justice Smith thanked Dean Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D. for hosting the Commission at the University of Washington School of Law, William Gates Hall. 

Minutes

 

Justice Smith announced that the October 28, 2005 Executive Committee and Commission meeting minutes have been approved subject to any necessary editorial revisions during the executive committee meeting.      

Report of Co-Chairpersons

 

Next Commission Meeting 
 

Justice Smith announced that the Commission will meet in the Tri-Cities area on June 23, 2006 if travel costs continue to stay manageable and hosted by Judge Dennis D. Yule. He further announced the remaining 2006 Commission meeting dates are: 
· June 23, 2006 – Tri-Cities area

· October 27, 2006 – Seattle

2005 Annual Report

Justice Smith thanked the sub-committee chairpersons for submitting their 2005 reports. He stated that the contents of the annual report are currently being edited and secured the copyright permission from Ms. Barbara Earl Thomas to use her artwork titled, In My Father’s House There Are Many Roomers, for the cover of the 2005 Annual Report (a sample picture was passed around).  

National Consortium

Justice Smith stated that Justice Johnson, Ms. Chung and he will be attending the annual meeting of the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts, April 25 through 28, 2006, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, which will be hosted by the New Mexico Supreme Court. He announced that the Commission will cover the registration fee of $225.00 for Commission members interested in attending; however, due to limited funds, travel and hotel expenses will not be covered.   

Budget
Ms. Chung gave an overview of the budget status report and current allocation per sub-committee. She explained in detail that the allocation is based on past usage and future projected projects. After she concluded, Justice Charles Z. Smith addressed the Commission members emphasizing that it is essential that the Commission operate within its funding allocation.   

Commission on Hispanic Affairs 

Mr. Uriel Iñiguez, Executive Director of the Commission on Hispanic Affairs, gave an overview of the mission and work of the commission along with its composition. He stated that there are two paid staff and eleven volunteer commission members. Their primary duty is to advise legislators, state agencies, and the governor on issues impacting the Hispanic population, such as immigration, worker protection, minimum wage, education, pesticides, and gambling. He also travels to different parts of Washington State to provide support to numerous organizations focused on improving the lives of Hispanics. He stated that one of the main issues the commission is working on is educating legislator on Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) testing and its affects on Hispanic students. The Hispanic student population continues to grow in Washington schools especially in Eastern Washington where population densities have reached 75% to 90% in some areas. Another issue is helping small Hispanic businesses become more educated about permits, employment laws and financing.   

On Line Bibliography Demonstration

Erica Chung presented a demonstration of the Education Sub-committee’s new Annotated Bibliography webpage located on the Minority and Justice Commission website which is hosted by the Administrative Office of the Courts at courts.wa.gov under the link Boards and Commissions. She demonstrated, via the over-head projection, the steps required to register and input a submission as Commission members followed along with their hard copies provide in their Commission packets.   
Report of the Sub-committees


Sub-committees met in their respective groups during the break out session. The following are reports by representatives of the sub-committees to the Commission. 

Education Sub-committee
Judge Greg Sypolt, Vice Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, reported that the Education Sub-committee’s education session at the January 25, 2006 Judicial College rated 4.6 out of 5 in the evaluations. He asked Ms. Chung to report on future diversity trainings being presented by the sub-committee. 
Ms. Chung reported that the sub-committee has been invited again to present an education session at the Institute for New Court Employees and Bailiffs on March 15, 2006 in Wenatchee, Washington. The Commission has contracted with Achievement Architects North to present the cultural diversity training session. Normally, Benita Horn and Peggy Nagae would be presenting but Ms. Horn will be in Kenya, Africa and has asked Mary Bogden to present in her stead. 
Judge Sypolt reported that the sub-committee has submitted a cultural diversity training proposal pertaining to Arab, Muslim and Sikh cultures to the Fall 2006 Judicial Conference planning committee. He stated that this training is an existing program and has been used by the Chicago police departments. Ms. Diane Schneider has the contact information for the organization that has developed this program. 

Judge Sypolt reported that the sub-committee has recommended other training topics titled Intersection of Disability and Persons of Color for future Fall Judicial Conferences. 

Justice Smith reported that the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) has asked the Minority and Justice Commission to submit proposals in order to bid for the right to present a training session at court conferences such as Judicial College and Judicial Conference, even though the Commission is part of the Supreme Court. He stated that in the future AOC should invite the Commission to present an education session without having to submit a request.  
Judge Richard A. Jones made a motion for the Commission to endorse the diversity training pertaining to Arab, Muslim and Sikh cultures at the Fall 2006 Judicial Conference. Ms. Melendez reminded everyone that according to Ms. Schneider had stated, in that, the program is in great demand from other cities around the nation and the program developers are eager to present this training to the state of Washington judicial system. The motion was second and passed unanimously.     
Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee
Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee has obtained profiles of Washington State University researchers to consider for research and other projects. 
Outreach Sub-committee


Brian A. Tsuchida and Judge Dennis D. Yule, Co-chairpersons of the Outreach Sub-committee, were not available to give the sub-committee report to the Commission, therefore Ms. Myrna Contreras volunteered. Ms. Contreras reported that the spring 2006 Equal Justice newsletter will focus on juvenile offenders of color and is scheduled to be printed in late April 2006. The fall newsletter will cover families of color in crisis. The sub-committee will be sponsoring another Youth and Justice Forum to take place in the Tri-Cities area on March 31, 2006 and Judge Dennis Yule will take the lead for the sub-committee along with other sponsors. The sub-committee is also discussing the possibility of participating in another Youth and Justice Forum with Judge Greg Sypolt taking the lead in Spokane, Washington. 
Research Sub-committee


Justice Smith reported that Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee had to leave early. He announced that the sub-committee does have a research topic and will send out an RFP in regards to legal financial obligations. He shared the process of selecting a vendor/researcher once proposals are received the sub-committee will review and recommend a selection to co-chairpersons for approval.   

Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee had discussed goals and future projects. Those projects discussed were finding a national speaker for the Fall 2007 Judicial Conference, diversifying the bench manual, and the externship program. Judge Fleck reported that the sub-committee will be meeting, today, with externship program directors from both Seattle University and University of Washington law schools. 

Other Business

Adjournment
 

          The meeting was adjourned by Justice Smith at 1:00 p.m.

