Minutes of the Commission Meeting — 2 
                     
 
         
      October 26, 2007


WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

MINUTES OF COMMISSION MEETING

Seattle University 

Casey Building, Room 516 

Seattle, Washington

Friday, October 26, 2007 at 10:00 A.M.


Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons, Presiding.

Call to order

 

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 10:00 a.m.

Present: Justice Charles W. Johnson, Co-chairperson, Justice Charles Z. Smith (Retired), Co-chairperson, Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Judge Kenneth H. Kato (Retired), Judge Douglas W. Luna, Judge James M. Murphy (Retired), Judge Greg D. Sypolt, Alexander A. Baehr, Ms. Patty A. Chester, Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn, Uriel Iñiguez, Eric A. Jones, Dean Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D., Dirk A. Marler, Ms. Denise C. Marti, Ms. Rosa M. Melendez, Ms. Carllene M. Placide, Jeffrey C. Sullivan, and Ms. Erica S. Chung and Monto S. Morton as staff. Professor Katherine Beckett, Ph.D., Professor Alexes Harris, Ph.D., and Ms. Heather Evans as guest presenters.  
 

Not in attendance with excused absences: Judge Richard A. Jones, Judge Ron A. Mamiya, Judge LeRoy McCullough, Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr., Judge Mary Alice Theiler, Judge Vicki J. Toyohara, Judge Mary I. Yu, Judge Dennis D. Yule, Ms. Ann E. Benson, Professor Robert C. Boruchowitz, Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson, N. A. “Butch” Stussy, Ms. P. Diane Schneider, and Ms. Brenda E. Williams. 

Others not in attendance were: Judge Donald J. Horowitz (Retired), Professor Bryan Adamson, Ms. Amalia C. Maestas, and Ms. Karen W. Murray. 

 

Acknowledgements


Justice Smith acknowledged Vice Dean Annette Clark, Seattle University School of Law, for hosting the Commission. He stated that Dean Kelley Testy was not able to greet the Commission members because she is in Washington, D.C. 
Vice Dean Clark stated that the University of Washington School of Law considers diversity an important endeavor and recounted a recent two-day summit held at the law school where Professor Derrick Bell, visiting professor from New York University, presented a program titled, “What’s Diversity Got to Do With It?” She announced that the summit had been convened by Professor Maggie Chong, Director of the Center for the study of Justice in Society.  
Vice Dean Clark thanked the members of the Commission for meeting at Seattle University and welcomed them to utilize the campus in the future. She also announced that a reception will be held at Sullivan Hall for Commission members after their meeting.

Justice Smith congratulated Jeffrey C. Sullivan for being appointed United States Attorney General for Washington State. He also congratulated Judge Richard A. Jones on his recent confirmation as a federal district court judge for the Western Washington District. Dean Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D. announced that a reception will be held in Judge Jones’ honor at the University of Washington School of Law, William H. Gates Hall, Room 115 on Monday, November 19, 2007 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  

Minutes

 

Justice Smith announced that the June 29, 2007 Commission meeting minutes have been approved subject to any necessary editorial revisions during the executive committee meeting.

             

Report of Co-Chairpersons

 

Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Justice Smith announced the Executive Committee and Commission meeting dates for 2008: 

· Friday, February 22, 2008 

· Friday, June 27, 2008 

· Friday, October 24, 2008

2006 Annual Report

Justice Smith stated that the 2006 Annual Report has been published and distributed.  

Report of Researchers

 

Professor Katherine Beckett, Ph.D., Professor Alexes Harris, Ph.D., and Ms. Heather Evans, University of Washington Department of Sociology, presented their preliminary findings of their study on Legal Financial Obligations (LFO) of felony offenders in Superior Court. 

Professor Harris stated that the quantitative findings is based on review of 3300 cases provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts and qualitative finding is based on personal interviews with ex-felons.  

Professor Beckett stated that the average mean amount of LFOs in Superior Court is $2500 and that nonviolent offenders were assessed higher fees on average than violent offenders, and also that LFO fines vary dramatically between counties. She reported that the qualitative study showed that many were poverty stricken, limiting the collection of LFOs and that 10% of the LFOs had been paid over five years. She also reported that after three years 1% of fees and fines and 6% of the restitution orders had been collected and that debts were more likely long term. 

Professor Beckett stated that one of the study questions asks if the legislative intent is being met. She stated it is difficult to answer the question because:

· Offender accountability – She stated that accountability can be shown by the fact that everyone is assessed a LFO and that consequences of non-payment are quite severe; however, data showed rampant non-payment.  

· Recouping cost of felonious behavior – Professor Becket reported that data showed money has been collected but the figures do not show direct and indirect costs associated with collection. An indirect cost also includes the cost of incarceration. Clark County was found to incarcerate felons for non-payment of LFO’s. Also, Pierce County may have allowed some felony offenders to receive credit toward their debts during incarceration. She stated that “pay or stay policy” was used to describe this occurrence.  

· A remission petition allows a felon to have their fees waived. The catch is they have to make payments for two years in order to petition stating that they are not able to make payments. In addition there are bureaucratic barriers that make it difficult to file a petition.  

After an extensive question and answer session, Ms. Chung stated that she will set up a meeting between the researchers and the Research and Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committees for further examination of the researcher’s preliminary findings.  

Budget Status Report
Ms. Erica S. Chung presented an overview of the budget status summary and current allocations/spending per sub-committee. She stated that allocations are based on past usage and future projected projects and are listed by sub-committee in the Commission Packet. She also reported that based on the current projected expenditures, the Commission will spend all of the funding allocation for the biennium, ending June 30, 2009. Ms. Chung explained that there is a one-time transfer of funds from the Administrative Office of the Courts to the Commission shifting of funds with no gain to have the Commission bear 100% of the salary and benefits of the Program Assistant position instead of splitting it 50-50 as was the practice.
2008 National Consortium

Justice Smith announced that the Minority and Justice Commission will host the 2008 National Consortium Annual Meeting at the Sheraton Hotel from April 29th to May 2nd in Seattle. He reported that the planning committee met on September 21, 2007 and will meet again following the Commission meeting. He also reported that the tentative theme for the meeting will be “Celebrating the Courts in an Inclusive Society: Ensuring racial and Ethnic Fairness in our Justice System.”

He explained that the Finance Committee, which operates independently of the Planning Committee and chaired by José Gaitán with the assistance from David Kwong-yu Tang and Dean Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D., will raise funds to underwrite the cost of the event.

Justice Smith described the different sub-committees within the Planning Committee: 

· Education Sub-committee, chaired by Dean Kellye Y. Testy, is responsible for developing the educational program, including identifying topics and potential presenters. 

· Events and Facilities Sub-committee, chaired by Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn and Ms. Rosa M. Melendez, is responsible for arranging hotel meeting space, room arrangements, and equipment. 

· Publications Sub-committee is responsible for developing all written materials for publication, including programs, convention notebooks, biographical statements, copies of submitted state reports and presentations. 

· Recreation Sub-committee is responsible for identifying scheduled visits to facilities such as museums, aquariums, parks, theatres, law schools and cultural agencies. 

· Transportation Sub-committee is responsible for arranging transportation for sponsored activities off-site from the hotel.

Justice Smith stressed that decisional authority for the Planning Committee rests solely with Judge LeRoy McCullough, Justice Charles W. Johnson and himself. He concluded with tentative meeting dates for 2007:

· Friday, November 19, 2007 at 3:00 PM 

· Friday, December 14, 2007 at 4:30 PM
Report of the Sub-committees

Education Sub-committee

Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, was not able to attend; therefore, no report was given. 

Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee, reported that initially the sub-committee was going to conduct a survey to collect demographic data of judges in Washington State; however, at the recommendation of Justice Smith, he stated that they will review the list of sitting judges to determine the demographic makeup of judges of color.  

Outreach Sub-committee

Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, was not able to attend; therefore, no report was given. 
Research Sub-committee


Chief Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee, thanked Professors Katherine Becket, Ph.D. and Alexes Harris, Ph.D., and Ms. Heather Evans for their informative presentation on the preliminary findings of the research study on Legal Financial Obligations and stated that he had nothing further to report.     

Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee reported that the sub-committee has adopted the revisions to the mission statement and long-range goals. She also reported that the sub-committee was able to bring Chief Judge Robert Bell, Maryland Court of Appeals, to be the keynote speaker at the Fall Judicial Conference. Judge Fleck stated that they are finalizing the Diversifying the Bench project with the participation of Ms. Lael Echo-hawk, Washington State Bar Association Committee for Diversity, who has agreed to post the document on their website. She also stated that the sub-committee is discussing possible education programs based on the “Building a Diverse Court” manual. 

Adjournment
 

          The meeting was adjourned by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 12:15 p.m.

