Minutes of the Commission Meeting – 4

Washington State Minority and Justice Commission

Minutes of the Commission Meeting

University of Washington School of Law
Seattle, Washington
Friday, October 8, 2010, at 9:30 a.m.
Presiding:  Associate Chief Justice Charles W. Johnson, Chairperson
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles W. Johnson at 9:45 a.m.

Present:  Judge Deborah D. Fleck; Judge Douglas W. Luna; Judge James M. Murphy, Retired; Judge Gregory D. Sypolt; Judge Mary I. Yu; Mr. Jeffrey A. Beaver; Professor Robert C. Boruchowitz; Mr. Uriel Iñiguez; Ms. Patricia C. Lally; Dr. Sandra E. Madrid; Ms. Karen W. Murray; Ms. P. Diane Schneider; Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe; Mr. Jeffrey C. Sullivan; Ms. Brenda E. Williams; and Mr. Monto S. Morton as Staff.

Absent:  Judge Donald J. Horowitz, Former; Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Retired; Judge LeRoy McCullough; Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr.; Judge Vance W. Peterson; Judge Mariane C. Spearman; Judge Vicki J. Toyohara; Judge Dennis D. Yule, Retired; Professor Bryan L. Adamson; Ms. Ann E. Benson; Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn; Mr. Jeffrey E. Hall; Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson; Mr. Eric A. Jones; Ms. Amalia C. Maestas; Commissioner Joyce J. McCown; Ms. Rosa Melendez; Ms. Carllene M. Placide; and Ms. Nancy K. Scott.
Acknowledgments

Justice Charles W. Johnson thanked Dean Kellye Y. Testy, University of Washington School of Law, for hosting the Commission meeting at William H. Gates Hall.  Dean Testy reported that the University of Washington School of Law has made much progress this year in the area of diversity, especially in the area of faculty hiring and student admissions.  She thanked Mr. Mathiew Le, Director of Admissions and Financial Aid, and Dr. Sandra Madrid, Senior Advisor to the Dean, for their work in student admissions.  
Disproportionally Impacted Minority Children in the Washington State Judicial System

Dean Testy introduced Professor Kimberly Ambrose, University of Washington Law School Children and Youth Advocacy Clinic (CAYAC). Professor Ambrose’s presentation was titled, “Disproportionally Impacted Minority Children in the Washington State Judicial System.”  She stated that CAYAC has represented youth in dependency and related proceedings since 1996.  She also stated that the law school has a Legislative Advocacy Clinic that has advocated for youth in the legislature since 2007, and has trained judges and lawyers about dependency issues through its Court Improvement Training Academy (CITA) since 2007.  


Professor Ambrose’s presentation covered three types of children proceedings: dependency, offender, and at risk youth Child in Need of Services (CHINS)/Truancy.  

Professor Ambrose reported that Native American children are 2.2 times more likely than white children to remain in out of home placement for more than two years.  African American children are 1.5 times more likely than white children to remain in out of home placement for more than two years (Washington State Institute for Public Policy Report, 2008).  African American and Native American children make up 50 percent of the children still in out of home placement after four years (King County Racial Disproportionality Task Force Report, 2004).  

In the area of offender proceedings, Professor Ambrose referenced the Governor’s Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee’s (now Washington State Partnership Council on Juvenile Justice) 2009 report which states that 54 percent of youth held by the Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration (JRA) in 2009 are minority youth.  She also referenced the Sentencing Guidelines Commission’s 2009 report which states that almost half of the youth transferred to adult court (whether automatically or after a decline hearing) are minority youth.  She stated that things are getting worse not better for minority children, better for white children.  The good news, she stated, is that the rates for juvenile crime and incarceration have steadily gone down over the years and there are many efforts being made in alternatives to incarceration.  However, she stated that the beneficiaries of the alternatives to detention and lower incarceration rates are not children of color.  

Regarding truancy, at risk youth and CHINS, Professor Ambrose referenced school-to-prison pipeline, a trend of criminalizing, rather than educating, resulting from the use of zero-tolerance discipline and school-based arrests.


Professor Ambrose referenced the SHB 1472 Remediation Plan submitted to the Legislature December 2008 and the Washington State Racial Disproportionality Advisory Committee’s 2008 report, “Racial Disproportionality in Washington State, 2nd Edition,” which can be found at: http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/about/disproportion.asp.  

It was decided the Commission, through the Evaluation and Implementation Committee, would establish a sub-committee to evaluate current efforts in reducing the disproportional impact to children in the State’s justice system and make recommendations to the Commission.  It was recommended that Dr. William C. Bell, Casey Family Programs, and Judge Patricia Hall Clark be contacted and asked to participate in the sub-committee. 

Information Technology (IT) Governance

Ms. Vicky Marin, Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), reported that the Judicial Information System Committee developed the Information Technology (IT) Governance Process to determine how best to notify and give the court community an opportunity to be involved in the decision-making process in evaluating information technology project submissions. There are two important aspects of the process of interest to the Commission.  Any member of the Commission has the opportunity to submit an information technology change and put it forth into the IT Governance Process. The Commission has the opportunity to evaluate submissions for impacts to the minority communities. Submissions of interest will be presented to the Evaluation and Implementation Committee for review. Ms. Marin explained the submission process and evaluation process to the Commission members.  
Minutes

Commission meeting minutes of June 11, 2010, were approved subject to any necessary editorial revisions. 
Report of the Chairperson

Due to time constraints, Justice Johnson deferred the agenda items to the next meeting. 

Commission Meeting Schedule

The 2011 Commission meeting are scheduled for: 

· Friday, January 14, 2011 (cancelled)
· Friday, April 29, 2011 
· Friday, July 22, 2011

· Friday, October 21, 2011

23rd Conference and Annual Meeting of the National Consortium


For more information, the National Consortium’s Web site is located at: http://www.consortiumonline.net.  

Supreme Court Order of Renewing the Commission

The Supreme Court has renewed the Commission for another five years.  

Budget Status Report

Justice Johnson reported that the budget cuts are getting worse and will not be getting any better any time soon.  He stated that the Governor has requested that the courts cut six-to-seven percent of its budget and asked that the courts identify its core constitutional responsibilities.  For example the courts do not have a constitutional responsibility to fund a law library. He recommended that the Commission partner with other organizations to combine resources.  

Reports from the Committees
Education Committee 
Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson, and Judge Gregory D. Sypolt, Vice-chairperson, were not available, and due to time constraints, members were referred to the materials in their packets.  
Evaluation and Implementation Committee
Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson, reported that Ms. Vicky Marin, AOC, met with the Evaluation and Implementation Committee, and the Committee is looking forward to the opportunities presented by the Judicial Information System Committee through their IT Governance process.  
Judge Murphy also reported that the Committee is not making any recommendations for action concerning the Uniform Collateral Consequences Act at this time. 

Judge Murphy stated that there was a proposal to the Washington State Bar Association Board of Governors and resolution passed regarding immigrants which stressed education over acts like the Arizona Law.  He also stated that if there is a moment for a unified opportunity for comment by the Minority and Justice Commission, such as a resolution, such resolution would be worked through the Board for Judicial Administration (BJA).  

Mr. Morton reported that he is working with the human resource division of the Administrative Office of the Courts regarding obtaining and utilizing interns for the work of the Commission. 
Outreach Committee

Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chairperson, was not available.  Judge Douglas D. Luna reported that the Committee has developed a list of Commission liaisons and asked that members review that list to make sure they are liaisons to the correct organization(s) that they agreed upon.  

Judge Luna asked members to read the description included in their packet concerning the 8th Annual Tri-Cities Youth and Justice Forum which is scheduled for Friday, November 5, 2010, at Pasco High School.  There is an estimated 200 students (8th thru 12th grade) and 60 volunteers from the justice system attending. Also, the event received a grant of $8,000 from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 


Mr. Morton reported that the 2009 Annual Report was distributed electronically.  He stated that Judge Yule would welcome input for the next annual report. 

Mr. Morton also reported that the Committee has made two recommendations for membership to the Technical Support Group: Professor Robert S. Chang, director of the Seattle University Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and Equality; and Mr. Frank Maiocco, administrator for the Kitsap County Superior Court. There was no objection. It was recommended that Judge Patricia Hall Clark, King County Superior Court, be asked to join as a Commission member.     
  
Research Committee

Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson, was not available. Justice Charles W. Johnson stated that the Commission does not have funding to conduct research and that an effort should be made to secure funding or partnerships to meet the Committee’s research goals.  
Workforce Diversity Committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson, reported that an initial draft of the Diversifying the Bench Guidebook: How to Become a Judicial Officer has been completed. She has asked Judge Douglas D. Luna to complete the section on the Tribal court system. She also stated that she would like to create a section on the federal court. She is also working with Mr. Morton on obtaining graphic design assistance for the document. 
Judge Fleck reported that the Building a Diverse Court: A Guide to Recruitment and Retention Manual, 2nd Edition was completed, distributed electronically, and posted on the Commission’s Web site. She stated that the Committee hopes to present training sessions at judges’ and court managers’ association conferences.  

Judge Fleck reported that the Committee will submit a proposal to the 2011 Superior Court Judges’ Association Conference Education Committee on “How to Obtain and Utilized Externs.”   
Other Business
Adjournment


The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 
