Minutes of the Commission Meeting – 4

Washington State Minority and Justice Commission

Minutes of the Commission Meeting

SeaTac Office Center
18000 International Boulevard, Suite 1106
SeaTac, Washington 

Friday, April 29, 2011, 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Presiding:  Justice Charles W. Johnson and Judge Mary I. Yu, Co-Chairpersons
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles W. Johnson.

Present:  Judge Deborah D. Fleck; Judge Mariane C. Spearman; Judge Gregory D. Sypolt; Judge Vicki J. Toyohara; Judge Dennis D. Yule, Retired; Mr. Jeffrey E. Hall; Mr. Eric A. Jones;         Dr. Sandra E. Madrid; Commissioner Joyce J. McCown; Ms. Karen W. Murray; Ms. Carllene M. Placide; Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe; Mr. Jeffrey C. Sullivan; Mr. Dirk Marler, AOC Judicial Services Division Director; and Ms. Myra Downing as Staff.

Absent:  Judge Donald J. Horowitz, Former; Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Retired; Judge LeRoy McCullough; Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr.; Judge Vance W. Peterson; Mr. Jeffrey A. Beaver;     Ms. Ann E. Benson; Professor Robert C. Boruchowitz; Professor Robert S. Chang; Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn; Mr. Uriel Iñiguez; Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson; Mr. Frank Maiocco; Ms. Rosa Melendez; and   Ms. P. Diane Schneider.
Minutes


Commission meeting minutes of March 19, 2011, were approved subject to any necessary editorial revisions. 
Report of the Chairperson
Commission Meeting Schedule

The 2011 Commission meetings are scheduled for: 

· Friday, July 15, 2011, from 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., at Seattle University School of Law, Sullivan Hall, Room 327, 3rd Floor. 
· Friday, October 21, 2011

Reports on Status of Commission

Justice Johnson thanked those who have written letters of support to the Supreme Court for the Minority and Justice Commission.  Judge Yu stated that Judge Steven Gonzalez also sent the Supreme Court a letter advocating for the Minority and Justice Commission.  

Examining Our Mission and Expanding our Membership

Judge Yu stated that she and Judge Fleck met with the minority bar association presidents.  She hopes to invite the minority bar association presidents to join the Commission by allocating two seats for them to rotate amongst themselves.  She and Judge Fleck also had a discussion about encouraging more persons of color to become judicial candidates.

Judge Yu asked members to recommend other potential recruitments to the Commission and the Technical Support Group.  She stated that she would like to see recommendations from other parts of Washington State like eastern and southern Washington.  Judge Yu reported that Justice Debra L. Stephens is interested in becoming a Commission member. 
Report on the Board Judicial Administration Resolution 

  Judge Fleck provided an updated draft of the Board Judicial Administration resolution to members for their review and suggestions.  The resolution addresses race and ethnic bias in the justice system.  Judge Yu commended Judge Fleck for her persistence on this matter.  She stated that the document will be sent to members electronically for recommended changes, then revised and sent again for a formal vote of approval.  She also stated that a letter of formal support will be sent.
The Task Force on Race and the Criminal Justice System

Justice Johnson reported that the Supreme Court has referred the Task Force on Race and the Criminal Justice System’s recommendations to the Commission.  Judge Yu asked that any member who wishes to participate in addressing the recommendations please email Justice Johnson and her.  

Update on Immigration Bills and Educational Efforts

Judge Yu reported that the Commission has been coordinating with the Gender and Justice Commission through a State Justice Institute grant on addressing immigration issues and working with other community groups such as Access to Justice and the Women’s Law Caucus in the process.  She stated that the group has developed an education session on immigration for the Superior Court Judges’ Association Conference.  She also stated that the group is developing a bench guide and may put together webinars.  
Budget Status Report

Justice Johnson asked Jeff Hall to report on the status of the legislative budget regarding the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) budget, where the Commission’s funding is housed.  Mr. Hall stated that the House has a reduction of $2.8 million in the AOC budget, and the Senate has $1.5 million.  He stated that the AOC budget has been reduced over 20 percent to date and that there are no more agency operational reductions that can be made.  Any reductions will be direct services reductions.  Justice Johnson stated that Commission members can call or write to the Legislature to support AOC. 

Judge Fleck provided an article titled, U.S. Courts Face Backlogs and Layoffs, located on the Bloomberg Businessweek Web site.  She states that the article expresses the importance of maintaining the Judicial Branch in operating a democracy.  
Staffing and Decision-Making: AOC & Commission

Meeting participants discussed how the Commission can work together with the Administrative Office of the Courts and the Board for Judicial Administration, BJA to address legislative issues as they relate to the Commission’s mission.  It was recommended that AOC staff screen legislation relevant to Commission’s mission, then the Commission have a Committee or group of individuals who can comment and give input to the BJA.

Discussion ensued regarding the structure and mission of the Commission.  Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe agreed to draft a strategic plan for the next Commission meeting.


It was recommended and decided to invite the presidents of the minority bar associations to the October 21, 2011, Commission meeting.  
Reports from the Committees
Education Committee

Judge Gregory Sypolt, Vice-Chair of the Education Committee, referred members to the minutes in the Commission meeting packet and stated he had nothing more to add.  
Outreach Committee

Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chair of the Outreach Committee, referred members to the minutes in the Commission meeting packet.  He reported that the Equal Justice newsletter and the 2010 Annual Report was electronically published and distributed.  He also reported that the next newsletter is due at the end of August.  He stated that the Committee discussed the continuation of the newsletter and will meet July 22, 2011, to discuss the matter in person.  He also stated that the Committee is discussing whether to continue producing posters.  
Research Committee

Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe reported that the Research Committee discussed the need for a more strategic way in which to coordinate with the Washington State Center for Court Research and address the topic of the civil and criminal collateral issues.  She stated that the harmful effects including the disparate treatment of the criminal justice system has disproportional civil side effects of dismantling families, economic injustice, perpetuating third generation economic disadvantage, and education lack of attainment.  She also stated that the Commission should be researching the cross collateral issues of the criminal and civil side of the justice system and the disparate effects on communities of color.  She stated that there should be a lot of support from universities and law schools in addressing this topic.  
Workforce Diversity Committee

Judge Deborah D. Fleck reported that the Diversifying the Bench Guidebook: How to Become a Judicial Officer has been electronically distributed, and hard copies have been provided to some judges and members of the legal community such as the minority bar leaders. 

Professor Shen-Jaffe recommended that the Guidebook be sent to law school career counselors who are increasingly servicing alumni and multi-cultural law school associations, and also the Commission should send it to the alumni associations of every American law school. 

Justice Johnson and Judge Yu recognized Judge Fleck for her work on the Guidebook and complimented her on her continued pursuit to accomplish the successful project.

Judge Fleck stated that the Committee is working with members of the Gender and Justice Commission and the Superior Court Judges’ Association Equality and Fairness Committee to bring a keynote speaker and session to the 2011 Annual Judicial Conference scheduled for October.  The group originally had planned to bring Ms. Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness; however, Ms. Alexander was not available.  The group is now pursuing Dean Rachel F. Moran, of the University of California, Berkeley, School of Law.  


Professor Shen-Jaffe recommended for future endeavors Mr. Eric Liu, speaker for the Guiding Lights Network, and Ms. Maya Wiley, founder and Executive Director of the Center for Social Inclusion.  In the past, Ms. Wiley has given a presentation titled, “How to Talk About Race.”  
Other Business
Access to Justice and Bar Leaders Conference

Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe reported that the Access to Justice and Bar Leaders Conference is scheduled for June 3-5, 2011, in Kennewick, Washington.  She stated that Ms. Leticia Nieto, author of “Beyond Inclusion, Beyond Empowerment” will be presenting a session on Saturday at 3:00 p.m.  She also stated that on Sunday there will be a presentation titled, “Frameworks & Tools for Combating Bias.”  The theme of the conference is, “Eliminating Bias in the Justice System: A Call to Action and Service.” 
Adjournment


There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
