Minutes of the Commission Meeting – 5

Washington State Minority and Justice Commission

Commission Meeting

Offices of Associated Counsel for the Accused

110 Prefontaine Place South, Ste 200, Seattle, Washington

Friday, November 4, 2011, 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Minutes
Presiding:  Justice Charles W. Johnson and Judge Mary I. Yu, Co-Chairpersons

Members and Staff Present:  Judge Deborah D. Fleck; Judge Mariane C. Spearman; Ms. Ann E. Benson; Mr. Uriel Iñiguez; Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson; Mr. Eric A. Jones; Dr. Sandra E. Madrid; Commissioner Joyce J. McCown; Ms. Karen W. Murray; Ms. Carllene M. Placide; Ms. P. Diane Schneider; Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe; Mr. Monto Shan Morton as Staff; and Mr. Matthew Sanders, Intern.


Members Absent:  Judge Donald J. Horowitz, Former; Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Retired; Judge LeRoy McCullough; Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr.; Judge Vance W. Peterson; Judge Gregory D. Sypolt; Judge Vicki J. Toyohara; Judge Dennis D. Yule, Retired; Mr. Jeffrey A. Beaver; Professor Robert C. Boruchowitz; Professor Robert S. Chang; Ms. Kim M. Eaton; Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn; Mr. Jeffrey E. Hall; Mr. Frank Maiocco; Ms. Rosa Melendez; and Mr. Jeffrey C. Sullivan.
Guests:  Justice Debra L. Stephens; Ms. Vicky Marin, AOC Business Liaison; Mr. Carl McCurley, Manager, Washington State Center for Court Research; Ms. Carla C. Lee, Models for Change Project Coordinator, Center for Children & Youth Justice; Mr. Andy Sachs, Qlaw; Ms. Fé Lopez, Latina/o Bar Association of Washington (LBAW); Ms. Jennifer Davis, LBAW; Mr. Reuben Ortega, LBAW; Ms. Arezou Arefi-Afshar, Middle Eastern Legal Association of Washington; Ms. Sarica Parton, Loren Miller Bar Association; Mr. Edward O. Prince, Washington Commission on African American Affairs; Ms. Kendee A. Yamaguchi, Washington State Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs; Mr. Craig A. Bill, Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs; and Ms. Evelyn Emanuel, Mr. Joshua Hansen-King, and Mr. Clifford Kato, externs/interns for Judge Mary I. Yu.
Call to Order


The meeting was called to order by Judge Mary I. Yu.

Minority Stakeholders Discussion
Minority bar and Executive Branch minority commission representatives were cordially invited to attend the November 4, 2011, Commission meeting.  The purpose of the invitation was to hear from them as to how the Commission might be more effective; how to better fulfill its mission; and how their organization might assist the Commission in doing so. 
 


Meeting attendees discussed issues important in addressing racial and ethnic bias and disproportionality in the courts: establishing more partnerships and collaboration in addressing issues; diversifying the judiciary; mentorships; pipeline programs for youth and college students, especially in Eastern Washington; GLBT issues in education of the bench, especially regarding juveniles; compounding bias; disabilities; educating judges of Middle Eastern issues, especially cultural competency and language barriers; educating judges about language barriers, culture competency, and immigration issues, especially Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) in the courts; collection of and expansion of desegregated demographic data of the criminal justice system, especially juveniles; alternative sentencing; convene a meeting of all the Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) bars nationally and local to discuss issues regarding AAPI youth; education of justice system on Tribal Law, especially jurisdictional challenges, and Native American cultural competency and issues; and disproportionate contact of minority youth.

Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe informed meeting attendees that the Ford Foundation has given a grant to the Sargent Shriver National Poverty Law Center to establish an equal justice training institute on tackling structural racism.  She also stated that the American Bar Association (ABA) Standing Committee on Legal Aid & Indigent Defendants (SCLAD) issued a grant for the development of court language access standards.  The grant was awarded to Professor Gillian Dutton and special project Fellow Kristi Cruz at the Seattle University School of Law.  A nationwide workgroup was established to draft a set of standards that was to be voted upon by the board of trustees in August 2011.  At the last minute, proponents of the standards were informed that the National Association of Chief Justices was opposed to the standards based on cost considerations.  Voting for the language access standards was delayed until the ABA’s February 2012 Mid-Year Meeting.  Washington State is very advanced in its support for and use of certification standards for interpreters.  Ada asked meeting attendees to contact the Washington State ABA delegate, Ms. Paula Boggs, Executive Vice President and General Counsel of The Starbucks Coffee Company, to urge the Washington ABA Delegation to assist in gaining passage of the standards at the Mid-Year Meeting*.

*Note that as of this date, SCLAID and the workgroup have been in constructive negotiations with various court leadership organizations to resolve outstanding issues, and they anticipate passage in February. 


Judge Mary I. Yu extended an invitation to minority bar and Executive Branch minority commission representatives to participate in future meetings of the Minority and Justice Commission. 
Disproportionate Minority Contact of Minority Youth


Ms. Carla C. Lee, J.D., Models for Change Project Coordinator, Center for Children & Youth Justice (CCYJ), presented addressing disproportionate minority contact as it relates to the juvenile justice system.  She stated that the CCYJ received a grant from the MacArthur Foundation to establish the Models for Change initiative which is an effort to create successful and replicable models of juvenile justice system reform through targeted investments in key states.  With long-term funding and support, Models for Change seeks to accelerate movement toward a more effective, fair, and developmentally sound juvenile justice system. She also stated that disproportionate minority contact (DMC) affects all minority groups and negative affects increase with each contact.  She stated that research has shown that anti-drug and anti-gang policies play a key role in DMC.  More information can be found on the CCYJ Web site at: 

http://www.ccyj.org/initiatives/models-for-change/ 

Ms. Lee presented the Commission with a proposed resolution regarding addressing disproportionate minority contact in the juvenile justice system.  The Commission will vote on the resolution via email.  If passed, the Commission will establish a committee on juvenile justice.
Perceptions of the Justice System Research Study

Dr. Carl McCurley, Manager, Washington State Center for Court Research, Administrative Office of the Courts, presented information regarding conducting a research study examining public perceptions of the justice system by minority groups of Washington State.  The study is based on the book titled, “Justice in America: The Separate Realities of Blacks and Whites.”  Dr. McCurley stated that the project, in part, is to examine the power of individual experiences vs. the experiences related to us as part of our social network when it comes to shaping perceptions of the justice system.  He also stated that the other researchers for this project are: Professor Jeff Mondak, University of Illinois; Dr. Mark Peffley, Quantitative Initiative for Policy and Social Research; and Professor Jon M. Hurwitz, PhD, University of Minnesota. Dr. McCurley stated that the researchers are developing survey questions that will be utilized in an on-line method and in paper form which will be provided by a private vendor.  He stated that partnering with minority community-based organizations will be an important factor in gathering the data needed for the research study. The project cost, as it relates to the vendor and printing and travel costs, is estimated to be below $30,000.  Dr. McCurley will develop a proposal detailing the project.  A committee will be established for the project.  The Commission will move forward with this project once funding is secured. 

Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe recommended that the Commission partner with the Access to Justice Board because of their plans to update their Civil Legal Needs Study that was done in 2003.  The Commission may be able to save some money by working together.  She will also be asking the Access to Justice Board about the process they took in their Technology Bill of Rights Project which was a statewide effort in reaching out to the many community organizations.  Also, the Access to Justice Board, Justice Without Barrier Committee may be able to provide resources for this research project.  Professor Shen-Jaffe recommended contacting the three law schools for resources such as utilizing law students.   

Justice Charles W. Johnson requested that a concise proposal be created describing the details of the research study.  

Judge Yu asked Commission members that are interested in working with her in this research study to please contact her.  

Information Technology Governance

Ms. Vicky M. Marin, Business Liaison, Information Systems Division, Administrative Office of the Courts, reported on Information Technology Governance (ITG) requests to the Judicial Information System Committee (JISC).  She pointed out that the main item of interest to the Commission is the Adult Risk Assessment Implementation Project (ITG Request #81).  She reported that on June 24, 2011, the Judicial Information System Committee (JISC) voted to move forward with implementation of interfaces between the Adult Risk Assessment tool (STRONG 2) and JIS data.  The tool will use Washington criminal history data for automating assessment calculations.  Users will create assessments and manually enter out-of-state criminal history data.  The project will set up the tool for pilot courts, develop guidelines for processing out-of-state criminal history, and develop a process for future implementation of additional courts.  The project does not include setting up the tool in all courts statewide, and it does not include the Offender Needs Guide portion of STRONG 2.  The project began July 1, 2011 and is scheduled to be complete March 31st, 2012.  The Adult Risk Assessment Executive Steering Committee met October 14th.  In discussing the design of the tool, an issue arose about the discrepancy between the number of persons showing “Hispanic” ethnicity in the Judicial Information System (JIS) database versus the population identified in census data for those same geographic areas.  The JISC mentioned that the Minority and Justice Commission might be interested in exploring this issue further.  

A question was raised whether the Commission would be interested in submitting an IT Governance request to add desegregated data collection fields to SCOMIS, DISCUS, and JCS.  
Report of the Chairpersons
Subcommittee on Task Force Recommendations


The Commission’s Subcommittee on Task Force Recommendations submitted its report to the Supreme Court.  The report and the Supreme Court response were provided to meeting attendees.
Judicial Training Institute


Judge Yu reported that the Commission is co-sponsoring with the minority bar associations and Washington State Bar Association a Judicial Training Institute which will hold its first full day session on January 21, 2012.  Judges, especially minority judges, have been recruited for the event.  Judge Yu also stated that Judge Mariane Spearman is actively recruiting minority judges to become mentors.  
Budget Status Report

The Commission members discussed budget allocations, and the possibility of funding the proposed research project on minority groups’ perceptions of the justice system.  It was determined that a more detailed budget will be provided to the Co-Chairs for further determination of funding possibilities.  Also, once a proposal is received from Dr. McCurley detailing costs, the Co-Chairs may discuss with AOC the possibility of securing additional funding for the research project, if necessary. 
Reports from the Committees

Due to time constraints, reports from the committees were not given. 
Minutes


Commission meeting minutes of July 15, 2011, were approved subject to any necessary editorial revisions. 

Commission Meeting Schedule

The 2012 Commission meetings are scheduled for: 

· Friday, February 17, 2012

· Friday, April 27, 2012

· Friday, July 27, 2012

· Friday, October 5, 2012 
Adjournment


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
