Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting — 3 

June 24, 2005


WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Seattle University School of Law
Sullivan Hall 

901 Twelfth Avenue 

Seattle, Washington

Friday, June 24, 2005 at 9:00 a.m.


Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons, Presiding.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 9:00 a.m. 

Present at the meeting were Justice Charles W. Johnson, Justice Charles Z. Smith (Retired), Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Judge LeRoy McCullough, Ms. Erica S. Chung, and Monto S. Morton. 

Not in attendance with excused absences were Ms. Myrna I. Contreras, Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Ms. Janet L. McLane, Judge James M. Murphy (Retired) and Brian A. Tsuchida. 
Minutes

 

Judge LeRoy McCullough moved to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2004 Executive Committee and Commission meetings subject to any necessary editorial revisions. Judge Deborah Fleck seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.   

           

Report of Co-Chairpersons
 
Commission and Technical Support Membership        
 


Justice Smith reported that Dean Sandra Madrid, Ph.D. has been appointed to the Commission filling a vacancy left by Judge Ricardo S. Martinez and Ms. Ann Benson and Ms. Sudha Shetty have been appointed to the Technical Support Group. 
2003-2004 Biennial Report
Justice Smith announced that the 2003-2004 Biennial Report has been printed and mailed. He thanked staff for their work. 


Justice Smith requested that sub-committee chairpersons prepare to submit their 2005 reports by end of November so that the 2005 Annual Report may be printed on schedule. He also stated that the Commission is in contact with an artist to produce the cover art but indicated that there is still time to submit suggestions for other artists or art to staff. 

National Consortium

Justice Smith reported that Justice Charles W. Johnson, Ms. Erica S. Chung and he attended the annual meeting of the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts which was held on April 13-16, 2005 in Atlanta, Georgia, and hosted by the Georgia Supreme Court. He further reported that a report of the conference is included in the Commission Packets. Justice Smith stated that Ms. Erica Chung was elected to the Board for the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts and that the next meeting will be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, in April 2006, and hosted by the New Mexico Supreme Court.  

Next Commission Meeting 
 

Justice Smith recommended that, due to the high cost for flying to the Tri-Cities on short notice, the Commission should hold its next meeting in Seattle. He, however, asked Judge Dennis Yule and Ms. Erica Chung to investigate the cost of holding a meeting in Tri-Cities for 2006. Justice Smith announced the next Commission meeting date for 2005:

· October 28, 2005 in Seattle, exact location to be announced later
Budget
Ms. Erica S. Chung, Executive Director, reported on the Commission’s budget status and stated that the budget shows an underexpenditure of approximately $32,000 by the end of June 30, 2005. She advised sub-committee chairpersons to review the budget summary included in the Commission packets and to notify her of any unaccounted budgetary items. She also asked all Commission members to submit their expense reports or reimbursement forms by the end of July to ensure payment before the end of the biennium budgetary deadline. 
Justice Charles W. Johnson recommended that excess funds from the Research Sub-Committee’s budget in the amount of $20,000 be transferred to the Administrative budget in order to cover any administrative overexpenditures.

Report of the Sub-committees

Education Sub-committee

Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, reported that the Sub-committee has approval from the Fall 2005 Judicial Conference Planning Committee to present a session on Collateral Consequences of Criminal Convictions/Barriers to Reentry, which is scheduled for September.

A discussion ensued regarding the Fall 2005 Judicial Conference Planning Committee’s recommendation for the Education Sub-committee to shorten the Minority and Justice Commission-sponsored education session to a couple of hours. The consensus was for the sub-committee to request the full three hours time allotment previously requested to cover topics the Education Sub-committee considers relevant. 
Judge McCullough asked Ms. Chung to report on the VINCE Project. Ms. Chung reported that they have completed their first usability test of the on-line cultural competency course and are in the process of making adjustments based on the comments. She further reported that there will be a second usability test to include greater diversity of testers. Ms. Chung also reported that she is negotiating with Ms. Margaret Fisher to develop a supplemental curriculum guide to train the trainers for the on-line course during the District and Municipal Court Managers Association (DMCMA) at its conference in Yakima, Washington on September 28, 2005.
Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Justice Smith indicated that Judge James M. Murphy is absent and as the chairperson would make no report for the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee. 
Outreach Sub-committee

Justice Smith reported that Brian Tsuchida, Co-chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, was not able to attend. He pointed out that the sub-committee recently published and mailed out their most recent Equal Justice newsletter and a copy was included in the Commission Packet. He also reported that the next issue of the Equal Justice newsletter will cover Native American legal issues.  
Research Sub-committee


Justice Smith reported that Judge Kenneth H. Kato is absent and as chairperson would make no report for the Research Sub-committee.  

Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee is working to produce a manual, “Diversifying the Bench,” to help clarify the steps a lawyer needs to take to become a judge. She thanked Ms. Brenda Williams, Ms. Bonnie Glenn, and Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson for their work on this project. She reported that they successfully recruited students from the Latino/Latina Law Student Association and the African American Law Student Association to help with the “Diversifying the Bench” project. These students have developed a questionnaire and interviewed several judges.    
Justice Smith questioned whether the project is consistent with the mandate of the Commission, which is to educate judges on the need for diversity in the judicial system. Discussion followed concerning the congruence of the project and the mission of the Commission. It was agreed that the Commission may continue on the project as a co-sponsor. Judge Fleck indicated that she has received verbal commitment from the Seattle University School of Law to co-sponsor the project. 
Judge Fleck also reported that based on the Sub-committee’s recommendation Robert J. Grey, Jr., President of the American Bar Association, has been invited by the Fall 2005 Judicial Conference Planning Committee and confirmed to be the keynote speaker for the Fall 2005 Judicial Conference. 
Other Business

It was shared that Mr. Grey’s tenure as American Bar President has focused on jury reform. Discussions followed concerning jury issues. It was recommended that the Research Sub-committee consider the topic as a research project.   

Adjournment
 

          The meeting was adjourned by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 10:30 a.m.

