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Draft

WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

University of Washington School of Law

William H. Gates Hall 115 B/C 

Seattle, Washington

Friday, February 24, 2006 at 9:00 a.m.


Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons, Presiding.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Justice Smith at 9:00 a.m. 

Present at the meeting were Justice Charles W. Johnson, Justice Charles Z. Smith (Retired), Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Judge James M. Murphy (Retired), Judge Dennis D. Yule, Ms. Janet L. McLane, Brian A. Tsuchida, and Ms. Erica S. Chung and Monto S. Morton as staff. 

Not in attendance with an excused absence was Judge LeRoy McCullough. 

Minutes

 

Justice Smith called for a motion to approve the minutes of the October 28, 2005 Executive Committee and Commission meetings subject to any necessary editorial revisions. Judge James M. Murphy moved and Brian Tsuchida seconded the motion. The motion was approved.   

           

Report of Co-Chairpersons

 
Next Commission Meeting 
 

Justice Smith announced that the Commission will meet in the Tri-Cities area on June 23, 2006 if travel costs continue to stay manageable and hosted by Judge Dennis D. Yule. He further announced the remaining 2006 Commission meeting dates are: 

· June 23, 2006 – Tri-Cities area

· October 27, 2006 – Seattle

2005 Annual Report

Justice Smith thanked the sub-committee chairpersons for submitting their 2005 reports. He stated that the contents of the annual report are currently being edited and will work with Jessica Amoateng, graphic designer, to complete the edits in the next month. He also stated that he has contracted with Ms. Barbara Earl Thomas for copyright permission to use her artwork titled, In My Father’s House There Are Many Roomers, for the cover of the 2005 Annual Report (a sample picture was passed around).   

National Consortium

Justice Smith stated that Justice Johnson, Ms. Chung and he will be attending the annual meeting of the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts, April 25 through 28, 2006, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, which will be hosted by the New Mexico Supreme Court. He announced that the Commission will cover the registration fee of $225.00 for Commission members interested in attending; however, due to limited funds, travel and hotel expenses will not be covered.   

Budget
Ms. Chung gave an overview of the budget status report and current allocation per sub-committee. She explained in detail that the allocation is based on past usage and future projected projects. After she concluded, Justice Charles Z. Smith addressed the Commission members emphasizing that it is essential that the Commission operate within its funding allocation.   

Report of the Sub-committees

Education Sub-committee

Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, was not able to attend. Therefore, Ms. Chung directed those interested in the work and activities of the Sub-committee to review the latest minutes located in the Commission packet. 
Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee, reported they have obtained profiles of Washington State University researchers we may wish to consider for research.      

Outreach Sub-committee


Brian A. Tsuchida, Co-chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, reported that the spring 2006 Newsletter of Equal Justice will focus on juvenile offenders of color and the following have agreed to contribute an article: Ms. Kim Ambrose, supervising attorney for the Children and Youth Advocacy Clinic (CAYAC) at the University of Washington School of Law, and Ms. Ann Benson, Directing Attorney of the Immigration Project for the Washington Defenders Association. He stated that he will also contribute an article on statistical data on juveniles in the state justice system. He further stated that the sub-committee will focus on its fall newsletter on families of color in crisis. 
Mr. Tsuchida reported that the sub-committee will co-sponsor a Youth and Justice Forum in the Tri-Cities area on March 31, 2006 along with other sponsors. A discussion ensued concerning the participation of more judges in the events. It was recommended that the sub-committee try to get more judges from the Tri-Cities to attend the Youth and Justice Forum. 
Research Sub-committee


Chief Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee is developing a RFP focusing on the topic of legal financial obligations. Once proposals are received from researchers and reviewed, one will be recommended to Justice Johnson and Justice Smith for approval.  

Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee continues to focus on its goals and projects. She stated that the sub-committee at its meeting will be focusing on: a national speaker for the Fall 2007 Judicial Conference, diversifying the bench manual, and the externship program. Judge Fleck reported that the sub-committee will be meeting, today, with externship program directors from both Seattle University and University of Washington law schools.  
Adjournment
 

          The meeting was adjourned by Justice Smith at 10:00 a.m.


