Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting — 2 
     October 27, 2006


WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Seattle University School of Law

Hunthausen Hall, Room 110 

Seattle, Washington

Friday, October 27, 2006 at 9:00 a.m.


Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons, Presiding.

Call to order

 

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 9:20 a.m.

Present: Justice Charles W. Johnson, Justice Charles Z. Smith (Retired), Judge LeRoy McCullough, Judge Deborah D. Fleck, and Ms. Erica S. Chung and Monto S. Morton as staff. 

Absent with excused absence: Chief Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Judge James M. Murphy (retired), and Judge Dennis D. Yule. 

Minutes

 

Justice Smith called for a motion to approve the minutes of February 24, 2006 Executive Committee and Commission meetings subject to any necessary editorial revisions. Justice Charles W. Johnson moved and Judge LeRoy McCullough seconded the motion. The motion was approved.   

           

Report of Co-Chairpersons

 

Administrative Office of the Courts

Justice Charles W. Johnson reported that the budget appropriation requests have been submitted and reviewed. He stated that although the Administrative Office of the Courts will increase their request for funds, this will likely not affect the Minority and Justice Commission. 

Next Commission Meeting 
 

Justice Smith announced the Executive Committee and Commission meeting dates for 2007: 

· Friday, February 23, 2007
· Friday, June 29, 2007 

· Friday, October 26, 2007 

The members discussed possible venues for the 2007 meetings: University of Washington School of Law; Seattle Municipal Court; and Seattle University School of Law.


Judge McCullough recommended that if a reception is planned at the Law School in association with the Commission meeting that we invite minority student associations so that they have an opportunity to meet Commission members.  

2005 Annual Report

Justice Smith stated that 2005 Annual Report posters and note-cards are available and to contact staff to obtain them. 

2006 Annual Report

Justice Smith stated that the 2006 Annual Report will contain articles from contributing authors based on the idea that we are all immigrants or descendants of immigrants. He also stated that he will ask Judge Luna to contribute as a Native American, although they are not considered immigrants. He shared his vision of the 2006 Annual Report—have Commission and community members write about their ancestral origins in the hopes of expressing a positive impression of the word, “immigrants,” as opposed to the current negative perception created by the media. Justice Smith stated that he has been in communication with an artist to obtain copyright permission to use an artwork for the annual report titled, “The Messengers,” painted by a local Seattle artist named Yadesa “Yaddi” Bojia, a native of Ethiopia. 


Justice Smith announced that the 2006 Annual Report will be dedicated to Sekio Matsumoto, creator of the Equal Justice artwork, who died in May 2006.  
2007 National Consortium

Justice Smith stated that the next National Consortium Annual Meeting will be held in Brooklyn, New York, from May 2 to 5, 2007. He also stated that the budget will not permit the Commission to pay for the cost of travel for members other than Justice Johnson, Ms. Chung and him. 
2008 National Consortium

Justice Smith announced that the Minority and Justice Commission has volunteered to host the 2008 National Consortium Annual Meeting in Seattle, Washington. He stated a committee will be formed with the responsibility of establishing funding, program, planning, and activities. He stated that José E. Gaitán, past Commission member, has agreed to help with fund raising. Justice Smith recalled that Mr. Gaitán helped raise funds for the 1998 National Consortium Annual Meeting held in Seattle. He acknowledged that judges are not allowed to solicit funds, but also stated that the mandate of the Minority and Justice Commission does, however, allow non-judicial members and retired judges to solicit funds. 
Judge McCullough asked if students have ever attended or participated in any of the past National Consortium Annual Meetings. Discussion ensued regarding student participation without resolution. It was suggested that any suggestions for the Annual Meeting or program be sent to Erica Chung for consideration. 
Budget Status Report
Ms. Chung gave an overview of the budget status report and current allocations per sub-committee and projects. She explained in detail that the allocation is based on past usage and future projected projects. She reported that based on the current projected costs, the Commission budget will have a negative balance of $8000. In order to balance the budget, she stated that she will negotiate with various vendors and consultants, for example Education Programs, to reduce their cost projections; delay printing of the 2006 Annual Report posters and note-cards till after June 30, 2007 when the biennium ends; and seek one time funding assistance from the Board for Judicial Administration, which has an unexpended balance for this biennium. Another suggestion to balance the budget was to  send only one person to the National Consortium Annual Meeting in Brooklyn, New York, instead of the usual three people and seek funding assistance from Ann Sweeney, Director of the Judicial Services Division at the Administrative Office of the Court, because she heard that JSD may have unexpended funds for the biennium. Ms. Chung explained that the projected imbalance were the result of rising costs of education consultants while budget allocations have stayed the same, and the increasing cost of producing the 2005 Annual Report.
Report of the Sub-committees

Education Sub-committee

Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, due to limited time, directed those interested in the work and activities of the sub-committee to review the latest Education Sub-committee minutes located in the Commission packet. 

Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee, was not present. Therefore, no report was given.      

Outreach Sub-committee

Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, was not present. Therefore no report was given.
Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee, in reference to the Diversifying the Bench project, reported that some members of the sub-committee have met with the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) president, Ms. Ellen Dial, in regards to taking the lead on the project and hosting the manual on the WSBA website. She further reported that she has received verbal commitments from the Seattle University and University of Washington Law Schools and the Minority Bar Associations to co-sponsor the project and to assist in anyway to move the project further. Judge Fleck stated that the sub-committee has begun gathering names of potential national speakers, who will speak of the importance of diversity in the court system, for the Fall 2007 Judicial Conference. She stated that other projects the sub-committee is interested in pursuing further in the near future are diversity efforts at the Seattle University School of Law and externship project between law schools and the superior courts. 

Research Sub-committee


Justice Smith reported for Chief Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee, who was not present to give a report. Justice Smith stated that the sub-committee has selected, and the co-chairpersons have approved, a research team from the University of Washington to study the topic of legal financial obligations and the next step is to negotiate a contract with the research team. 

Ms. Chung stated that the research proposal from the researchers is located in the Commission Packet under the tab labeled “Research”. She also stated that the researchers have added qualitative analyses to the research study which was not required in the request for proposal announced by the Commission.  
Adjournment
 

          The meeting was adjourned by Justice Smith at 10:25 a.m.

