Workforce Diversity Sub-committee

Teleconference

Wednesday, July 19, 2006

Minutes
Participants: Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson, Bonnie Glenn, Vice Chairperson, Yemi Fleming Jackson, Sandra Madrid, Ph.D., Jeffrey C. Sullivan, Brenda Williams, and Erica S. Chung and Monto Morton as staff.

I.
Reconfirmation of meeting schedule

The meetings are scheduled for the third Wednesday of every other month at 4:00 p.m. The dates are as follows:
· September 20, 2006 @ 4:00 p.m.

· November 15, 2006 @ 4:00 p.m.

II.
Old Business

A. 
Diversifying the bench

Erica submitted a partial draft of the manual to sub-committee members for review. Discussion ensued. Questions were raised as to whether interviews of judges should be included in the text. It was decided that interviews should be included because they would provide important experiences and suggestions on how to seek a judicial position. It was suggested that it may be expeditious to hold an informal workgroup at the upcoming fall conference instead of individual interviews. Erica was directed to secure a meeting room with the fall conference organizers. Judge Fleck has volunteered to contact a diverse group of judges who have gone through either the election or appointment process in recent years. 
A suggestion was offered that the sub-committee contact the governor’s office to see if they would be interested in providing information regarding the appointment process. Brenda Williams and Bonnie Glenn offered to follow up with the governor’s office. 

When a complete draft is finished, suggestions were made to circulate the guidebook with key AOC staff which over see different levels of the courts and ethics; forward to Yemi Fleming Jackson to see if the law firm would be interested in covering formatting the guidebook and covering the cost of printing; ask Sudha Shetty with Seattle University School of Law if they would provide technical editing assistance; and, lastly, ask if the law schools would assist with printing costs if the law firm is unable to cover all of the printing costs. 
To Do:

Erica – venue for a meeting at fall conference

Erica – timeline of work

Yemi – check with firm regarding formatting, graphics, and printing (printing after a complete draft is available)
Sandra – check with law school regarding cost for printing after a complete draft is available

Sudha – check with law school regarding cost for printing after a complete draft is available

Erica – check with WSBA regarding cost for printing after a complete draft is available

Brenda and Bonnie – contact Richard Mitchell, counsel to the Governor, regarding the process the Governor follows, what she looks for in candidates for appointment, etc. and whether Mr. Mitchell or the Governor would contribute to the manual

Judge Fleck – draft an email invitation to judges regarding the gathering at Fall Judicial Conference; contact Judges Yu and Sypolt regarding their willingness to facilitate this meeting since Judge Fleck has another meeting to attend.
B.
Externship

Tabled for discussion at a later date.

III.

New Business

A. 
National Speaker

Sub-committee members were asked to suggest potential Keynote Speakers for the Fall 2007 Judicial Conference scheduled for September 23rd. Erica indicated that airfare, hotel and meals will be covered by the Commission, but an honorarium will not be provided. 

To do:

All – submit names for a national speaker 

IV.
Other Business 


None.

V.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 


Tentative Timeline


By August 18 

secure meeting venue


By August 18

secure meeting with judges

By August 18

secure contribution from others


By August 25

complete 1st draft


By September 8

review by Workforce sub members


By September 22

2nd draft



September 25

informal meeting with judges


By October 20

3rd draft


By November 10

review by AOC


By November 10

review by Workforce sub members


By November 10

Yemi-check with firm re graphics/printing


By November 10

Sudha/Sandra check with law schools re printing


By November 10

Sudha check re editing availability


By November 24

4th draft/Final


December

Sudha-editing


January

Yemi-graphics

February

Print

