Workforce Diversity Sub-committee

Teleconference

Wednesday, September 20, 2006

Minutes
Participants: Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson, Bonnie Glenn, Vice Chairperson, Uriel Iñiguez, Yemi Fleming Jackson, Jeffrey C. Sullivan, Brenda Williams, and Erica S. Chung as staff.

I.
meeting schedule

Meetings are scheduled for the third Wednesday of every other month at 4:00 p.m. The next teleconference date is as follows:
· November 15, 2006 @ 4:00 p.m.

II.
Old Business

A. 
Diversifying the bench

Judge Fleck reported due to concerns expressed by the co-chairpersons, the sub-committee will relinquish the project to another body to develop a comprehensive guide. Given the state bar’s focus on diversity in the profession, she stated that Judge Yu has agreed to contact the new WSBA president, Ellen Dial, to determine if the bar would take the lead in the project. Committee members interested in continuing to work on the project could participate as a volunteer.

B.
National speaker

Judge Fleck stated that in the past we had three African American male speakers and one Latino speaker. Based on past invitees, members expressed an interest in seeking a woman or other ethnic minority as the keynote speaker for the 2007 Fall Judicial Conference.  Persons suggested as possible speakers include:
· Dr. Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State
· Professor Charles J. Ogletree Jr., Harvard Law School
· Chief Judge Robert M. Bell, Court of Appeals, Maryland and President-Elect, Conference of Chief Justices

The Sub-committee will seek additional suggestions from all Commission members for potential speakers via an email request and will review all suggestions at the Commission meeting on October 27. Erica stated that there is no honorarium but the Commission will reimburse for travel expenses, such as coach airfare, hotel at state rate, and meals at state rate.

To do:

Bonnie – draft letter with the details such as when, where, and time allotment

III.
Adjournment

