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WSCCR’s Current Research, the Center for the Study and Advancement of Justice Effectiveness (SAJE), and Staffing
(Full project and staff list in the attached meeting packet)

Partnership with WSU and UW, as well as some entities outside of the state (SAJE project):  Some advantages of this partnership have included a large pool of researchers to draw from, as well as the ability to increase levels of research, much of it requested by the legislature.  With this multi-institution partnership, the legislature is more aware of the importance of SAJE.  The partnership is also attractive to funders. 

One downside to the partnership is the process can be an administrative challenge.  Justice Yu’s concern was that she didn’t want the SOC to circumvent the project’s process or be seen as a conflict. Dr. McCurley explained that funding for the project has been pre-approved, independent from SAJE.  Ms. Dietz hopes this project can expand, in part, by using interns to help without spending a lot of money.  She also noted that there is talk there could be data standards nationwide.  Some states are looking at our model since we are just one of a few states that have standardized data. 
Staffing (chart):  Different researchers’ funding comes from different sources.  Who is assignable depends on where the funding is coming from. 
Pending Requests

(Pending requests is in the attached meeting packet)

Research staff availability:  Residential Time Summary Report: this has been completed and has freed up time for one researcher.  Evaluations of Juvenile Probation Evidence-based Interventions has been taken over by the Washington State Institute for Public Policy (WSTIPP), so WSCCR is no longer involved.  Recidivism Analysis and Reporting is ongoing, but past the development stage.  

Racial and Ethnic Disparity: this is ongoing, but staffing is still dedicated to it on a continuous basis. 

Therapeutic Courts:  standards have been implemented, but WSCCR has never been asked to develop data, monitor, or engage with the courts.  Ms. Dietz said that we are in the process of getting a full-time therapeutic courts coordinator.
Pretrial Analysis and Reporting: there is ongoing effort to develop screening tools in pretrial courts for policies on bail, recidivism, and reporting. 

The Arnold Foundation will not be providing funding or technical assistance to local jurisdictions.  They will provide the opportunity for local jurisdictions to apply to use their risk assessment tools.   There is little information on how local courts can use this tool most effectively.  

Dr. McCurley believes that the pretrial reporting could be coordinated with Legal Financial Obligations (LFO), on Justice Yu’s suggestion.  

Ms. Dietz and Justice Fairhurst suggested that WSCCR put forth the most effort on pretrial analysis and reporting, over the other two pending projects, stating that pretrial seems to be the most urgent of the three. The rest of the committee agreed with this proposal.  The committee agreed that WSCCR can proceed without the work having to be approved by the SOC.  Motion was approved by the committee.  
Meeting adjourned at 12:15 pm. 
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Members present:  Chief Justice Mary Fairhurst, Justice Steven González, Justice Sheryl Gordon McCloud, Justice Mary Yu, Judge Scott Ahlf (phone), Judge Patrick O’Donnell (phone), Judge Ann Schindler (phone), Ms. Callie Dietz. 





Members not present: Justice Bobbe Bridge (ret.)





Staff present:  Dr. Carl McCurley





The meeting opened at 11 am. Chief Justice Mary Fairhurst welcomed members and introductions were made. 





The minutes from March 11, 2015 were reviewed and an error was identified and will be corrected.  Tab II (March 11, 2015 Meeting Minutes), page 3, second paragraph, Justice González’s name was incorrectly spelled. 





Justice Fairhurst identified an error on Tab V (Pending Research Prioritization), Page 2, third bullet point.  “Pretrial” was misspelled and will be corrected.  





WSCCR’s Research Project Prioritization Policy





After the last meeting, Ms. Dietz and Judge Schindler worked on a prioritization package.  This policy addresses the purpose and criteria for clearer guidelines for prioritizing WSCCR’s research requests.  It will allow WSCCR to determine which projects they will and will not do.  It is also a process that is central to operations and ensures review from the judicial branch’s perception. 





Judge O’Donnell requested clarification on Appendix A, subparagraph 2.  It was noted that highlighted, bracketed areas would be deleted from this document.  Justice Fairhurst also recommended clarification on who research requests could come from, to make the scope broader. 





Motion to adopt, with caveat that there could be more changes later. 
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