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WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS




June 14, 2010
TO:
Judicial and Legal Communities
FROM:
Merrie Gough, Senior Legal Analyst
SUBJECT:
SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS
The Pattern Forms Committee approved the changes to the mandatory Domestic Violence forms and instructions described below.  The changes implement Laws of 2010, ch. 274, which required the Administrative Office of the Courts to modify the Law Enforcement Information Sheet; allowed minors 13 – 15 years of age dating someone 16 years of age of older to petition for protection by parent, guardian, guardian ad litem, or best friend; and created a new restraint provision relating to cyber stalking and monitoring:
	No. 
	Form No.
	Title and description of changes.

	1.
	WPF All Cases 01.0400
	Law Enforcement Information Sheet (LEIS)
To implement Laws of 2010, ch. 274, §§ 303, 304, and 305, change the Law Enforcement Information Sheet (LEIS), as follows:

In approximately the center of the LEIS, immediately below the row that begins with “Vehicle License Number,” and immediately above “Hazard Information,” insert the following:
“Does the restrained person have a disability, brain injury, or impairment requiring special assistance when law enforcement serves the order? [image: image2.wmf] No [image: image3.wmf] Yes. If yes, describe (continue on back, if needed):”

Below “Hazard Information,” change the check box that begins with “Mental Health Problems…” as follows:
“[image: image4.wmf] Involuntary/Voluntary Mental Health Problems (Commitment, Treatment, [image: image5.wmf] Suicide Attempt or Threats , Other)”
Move the check box for “Assault” to the left margin.  After the check box for “Alcohol/Drug Abuse,” insert a check box for “[image: image6.wmf] Other.”
In the section for “Protected Person’s Information” change the text in the last row, as follows:

“If you filed the petition for someone else,

list your name, contact phone number

and address:”

In the “Minor’s Information” section, delete two lines.

At the bottom of the LEIS, add the following new information (in two rows/two columns):
First column:

“Victim’s Household Members or Adult Children Protected
Name:
birth date:”

Second column:

“Name:
birth date:

Name:
birth date:”



	2.
	WPF DV-1.015
	Petition for Order for Protection
To implement Laws of 2010, ch. 274, §302, 304, and 305, make the following changes to the petition:  
In section 1, make the following changes:

[image: image7.wmf] I am a victim of domestic violence committed by the respondent.

[image: image8.wmf] A member of my family or household is a victim of domestic violence committed by the respondent.
[image: image9.wmf] I am a [image: image10.wmf] guardian [image: image11.wmf] guardian ad litem [image: image12.wmf] next friend of a minor who is 13 to 15 years of age and is a victim of domestic violence in a dating relationship with a person age 16 or older.  The name of the minor victim is _________________________________________.  This person’s identifying information is provided in paragraph 5 below.the victim of domestic violence committed by the respondent as described in the statement below.
In section 2, in the first check box option, change “I live” to “The victim lives.”  In the second check box option, change “I” to “the victim,” and change “my” to “their” in both places.
In section 3, change “My age is:” to “The victim’s age is:”
In section 4, change “My” to “The victim’s.”
Insert the following as the new restraint provision 2:

“2 Restrain respondent from harassing, following, keeping under physical or electronic surveillance, cyberstalking as defined in RCW 9.61.260, and using telephonic, audiovisual, or other electronic means to monitor the actions, locations, or wire or electronic communication of [image: image13.wmf] me [image: image14.wmf] the minors named in paragraph 5 above [image: image15.wmf] only these minors listed below only [image: image16.wmf] members of the victim’s household listed below [image: image17.wmf] the victim’s adult children listed below:”

Renumber the remaining restraints.
In restraint number 4, “Exclude respondent from…., change the fourth check box option as follows:
“[image: image18.wmf] the residence, day care, or school of”

In the Statement, insert the following as the fourth prompt:

“Describe any stalking behavior by respondent, including use of telephonic, audiovisual or electronic means to harass or monitor: _________________________________________
________________________________________.”


	3.
	WPF DV 2.015
	Temporary Order for Protection and Notice of Hearing
To implement Laws of 2010, ch. 274, §305 add a new restraint provision:
“2. Respondent is Restrained from harassing, following, keeping under physical or electronic surveillance, cyberstalking as defined in RCW 9.61.260, and using telephonic, audiovisual, or other electronic means to monitor the actions, locations, or wire or electronic communication of 
[image: image19.wmf] petitioner [image: image20.wmf] the minors named in the table above [image: image21.wmf] only the minors listed below [image: image22.wmf] members of the victim’s household listed below [image: image23.wmf] the victim’s adult children listed below:”
Renumber remaining paragraphs.

In “Warnings to Respondent,” in the first and second paragraphs, change “A violation of provisions 1 through 5...” to “A violation of provisions 1 through 6…” 


	4.
	WPF DV 3.015
	Order for Protection
To implement Laws of 2010, ch. 274, §304, make the following changes to the Order for Protection:

Change page one under “Court Order Summary” as follows:
[image: image24.wmf]  Respondent is restrained from committing acts of abuse as listed in restraint provisions 1 and 2, on page 2.
Add a new restraint provisions, as follows:

“2.   Respondent is Restrained from harassing, following, keeping under physical or electronic surveillance, cyberstalking as defined in RCW 9.61.260, and using telephonic, audiovisual, or other electronic means to monitor the actions, locations, or wire or electronic communication of 
[image: image25.wmf] petitioner [image: image26.wmf] the minors named in the table above [image: image27.wmf] only the minors listed below [image: image28.wmf] members of the victim’s household listed below [image: image29.wmf] the victim’s adult children listed below:”
Renumber the remaining restraint numbers.  
In “Warnings to Respondent,” in the first paragraph, change “A violation of provisions 1 through 5...” to “A violation of provisions 1 through 6…”  In the second paragraph, change “A violation of provisions 1 through 5, 13, or 14...” to “A violation of provisions 1 through 6, 14, or 15…”



	5.
	DVi-1.015
	Instructions for the Petition for Order for Protection 
Change the title to:  Instructions for Petition for Order for Protection
On page 1, change the section on “Who needs Protection” as follows:

“The court must know who needs protection.  Check the first box if you need protection.  Check the second box if someone in your family or household needs protection.  You may check both boxes.  Check the third box if you are the guardian, guardian ad litem or next friend of a minor 13 – 15 years of age who is a victim of domestic violence in a dating relationship with a person 16 years of age or older, who needs protection.  Include the minor’s name in the space provided within the third check box and provide additional identifying information for the minor in paragraph 5.

A next friend is a competent person, over 18 years of age, chosen by the minor and who is capable of pursuing the minor’s stated interest in the petition for order for protection action.”
Below the heading “Age,” change “petitioner” to “petitioner/victim,” and change “your” to “the petitioner’s/victim’s.” 

Below the heading “Relationship,” change “you” to “the petitioner/victim.”

On page 3, insert the following as for the second provision:

“2.
The second provision asks the court to restrain the respondent from harassing, following, keeping under surveillance, including cyberstalking, or from using telephonic, audiovisual or other electronic means to monitor the actions, locations or communications of you and/or the minors listed in paragraph 5, only the minors you name in this provision.  You may also ask for protection in this provision for the victim’s adult children and/or any of the victim’s household members.  Write in the names of the adult children or household members in the space provided.”
The remaining provisions are renumbered.
Under “Statement of Petitioner:”
After the first paragraph insert:

“‘Domestic violence’ means physical harm, bodily injury, assault, including sexual assault, stalking, Or inflicting fear of imminent physical harm, bodily injury or assault between family or household members.”
Change the second paragraph, as follows:

“First read the definition of domestic violence in the box above the statement.  Then, readFirst read through the statement section in the petition before you start writing.  There are several places for you to describe what happened.There are prompts to help you organize your thoughts.”

Change the third paragraph, as follows:

“Describe exactly what happened when you were threatened or hurt.  Provide as much detail as you can such as dates, times, witnesses, injuries, if any, medical treatment, if any. The more details you can provide such as date and time, the more helpful it is to the judge.  List several examples if you can.  If there is an emergency, explain why so the court can issue an immediate temporary order before the hearing.  In addition to the information requested in the statement you may want to include:”
Immediately above “Examples,” delete the bulleted item for “If you are being stalked describe the pattern of surveillance.”
Below the heading “Examples,” and below the two existing samples, insert the following two samples regarding stalking:

‘It is better to say “Terry drives by me while I’m waiting at the bus stop after work every Monday evening.” Rather than “Terry is stalking me.”


It is better to say “Terry sends me emails or text messages [include number] times a day.  I texted Terry to stop; but Terry keeps sending the messages.” Rather than “Terry cyber stalks me.” ’

At the end of the instruction, delete the both with the following text:

“Law Enforcement Information Sheet (LEIS)

You must complete a Law Enforcement Information Sheet (LEIS).”

Replace the box with:

‘Law Enforcement Information Sheet (LEIS)

You must complete a Law Enforcement Information Sheet (LEIS), form WPF All Cases 01.0400. This form is confidential and it does not go in the public court file and is not served on the respondent.  

· It is used by Law Enforcement to locate and identify the respondent when serving documents. 

· It is also used by Law Enforcement when entering the order in the state-wide data base.


Complete as much information as possible, especially, first name, middle initial, last name, and date of birth.

If the respondent has a disability, brain injury, or other impairment, you may know of special assistance that law enforcement could provide when serving the documents.  For example:

 “Respondent has a brain injury. If respondent is rushed, respondent may freeze up and may not respond quickly, or may become verbally aggressive. Remind respondent to contact a friend.” 

“Respondent has epilepsy and diabetes and may have seizures when stressed. Respondent doesn’t respond well to being rushed and will need time to get meds and supplies.” ’



	6.
	DVi-2.015
	Instructions for the Temporary Order for Protection and Notice of Hearing
Change the heading as follows:

Instructions for Temporary Order for Protection and Notice of Hearing
Below the heading “Protection Provisions,” move the text into bulleted statements and insert the following as the second bullet:

· “In each provision, be sure to identify the people and places you want protected.”



	7.
	DVi-3.015
	Instructions for the Order for Protection
Change the heading to “Instructions for Order for Protection.”
Under “Protection Provisions,” in the third bullet, change “to identify” to “and identified.”

Change the reference to “Provision 11” to “Provision 12,” and Change the reference to “Provision 18” to “Provision 19.”

At the end of the instruction, delete the box with the following text:

“Law Enforcement Information Sheet (LEIS)

You must complete a Law Enforcement Information Sheet (LEIS).”

Replace the box with:

‘Law Enforcement Information Sheet (LEIS)

You must complete a Law Enforcement Information Sheet (LEIS), form WPF All Cases 01.0400. This form is confidential and it does not go in the public court file and is not served on the respondent.  

· It is used by Law Enforcement to locate and identify the respondent when serving documents. 

· It is also used by Law Enforcement when entering the order in the state-wide data base.


Complete as much information as possible, especially, first name, middle initial, last name, and date of birth.

If the respondent has a disability, brain injury, or other impairment, you may know of special assistance that law enforcement could provide when serving the documents.  For example:

 “Respondent has a brain injury. If respondent is rushed, respondent may freeze up and may not respond quickly, or may become verbally aggressive. Remind respondent to contact a friend.” 

“Respondent has epilepsy and diabetes and may have seizures when stressed. Respondent doesn’t respond well to being rushed and will need time to get meds and supplies.” ’



	8.
	Comparison Brochure
	Legal Protection From Domestic Violence, harassment, or Abuse
In the summary for domestic violence protection order, change the response to the question “Who May Obtain?” as follows:
Any person who is a victim of domestic violence or fears violence by a “family or household member.”  (Spouses, former spouses, Ppersons who are married, have been married, or havewith a child in common, adult persons who are related or who reside(d) together and persons 16 13 years andor older who dated/is dating a respondent 16 or older,who have been/are dating. Minors aged 13 – 15 with/by a parent, guardian, guardian ad litem, next friend.)  Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) may petition on behalf and with the consent of a vulnerable adult.

In the answer for “What Can an Order Do?” change the first bullet as follows:

“Prohibit contact of any kind, including cyber stalking.”



[image: image30.wmf]







