QUESTIONNAIRE FOR ATTORNEYS REGARDING QUALIFICATIONS AS TRIAL, APPELLATE AND POSTCONVICTION COUNSEL UNDER SPRC 2 AND RAP 16.25


Please answer the questions on the following pages as completely as possible, to provide as full and accurate picture of your experience and qualifications in the defense of persons charged with and convicted of capital offenses.


Many of the questions are brief, but the answers should not always be.  Their intention is to obtain information from which the committee can assess the quality, as well as the quantity, of your capital defense experience and training.


Several of the questions request copies of documents reflecting your work in capital cases.  These documents may be submitted on computer disc or in electronic form by e mail, to save copying and mailing charges.  As requested, with regard to any document submitted, please indicate the extent of your involvement in writing or producing it.


Please fill out all sections of the questionnaire, regarding trials, appeals and post-conviction proceedings, even if you are only seeking qualification as counsel for one of those stages.  The complete questionnaire and any supporting documents should be mailed to:





Mary Tracy




Washington State Supreme Court





P.O. Box 40929





Olympia, WA  98504-0929


The current members are:

	Suzanne Lee Elliott,

Interim Chair


	Michael Schwartz

	Hon. Theresa B. Doyle, Judge

King County Superior Court



	John Carpenter

	Daryl Rodrigues, Alternate 
	Hon. John A. McCarthy, Judge
Pierce County Superior Court



	Michael Filipovic
	
	Hon. Maryann Moreno, Judge

Spokane County Superior Court




1.
Basic information:


a)
Name and WSBA number:

b)
Firm Name, if any:


c)
Business Address:


d)
Nature of Current Practice:


e)
Prior professional experience:


f)
Date of Admission to Washington Bar:


g)
Other Bar Memberships and Dates of Admission:

h)
Have you been the subject of any disciplinary action or investigation by any bar association?



If yes, describe fully:

i)
Have you ever been sued or had a claim made against you alleging professional negligence?



If yes, describe fully:

j)
Has anyone ever alleged in court that you provided ineffective assistance of counsel?



If yes, describe fully and provide cause numbers:

2.
General Qualifications:

a)
Identify the particular cases or other activities by which you have demonstrated the proficiency and commitment to quality representation which is appropriate to a capital case.  Please provide documentation of this, including a representative sample of any legal documents you have written or submitted in a capital trial, appeal, or postconviction proceeding.  Where applicable, please indicate whether you were the sole author of each document, and if not the extent of your authorship of it.

b)
Describe the training and experience by which you have become learned in the law of capital punishment, identifying in particular:



1)
All capital cases in which you have served as counsel of record; and



2)
Any CLE or other training sessions in which you have studied the law of capital punishment.

3.
Trial Experience:

a)
Describe your experience in the practice of criminal law, and document that you have five years experience in that area.

b)
Describe your familiarity and experience with the utilization of expert witnesses and evidence, providing appropriate documentation and case names detailing that familiarity and experience.

c)
Provide a sample of trial level briefs, memoranda, or transcripts which demonstrate your learning the law of capital punishment.

4.  Appellate Experience:

a)
Describe your experience in the practice of criminal appeals, and document that you have three years experience in that area.

b)
Provide a sample of appellate briefs which demonstrate your learning of the law of capital punishment.

5.  Personal Restraint Petition Experience:

a)
Describe your experience in handling personal restraint petitions (or similar proceedings in other states, or the federal courts), and document that you have three years experience in that area.

b)
Provide a sample of postconviction petitions or memoranda which demonstrate your learning of the law of capital punishment.

6.
Other Relevant Experience:

a)
Please describe any experience you have in complex trial, appellate or collateral proceedings, which you believe is relevant to your ability to handle capital cases.  This may include non-capital criminal matters, or civil litigation.
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