Caseloads of the Courts of Washington
Court Activity Trends by Type of Case - 2011 to 2015
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2011 2012 % Chg (1) 2013 % Chg (1) 2014 % Chg (1) 2015 % Chg (1)

Filings
Criminal (2) 39,017 39,076 0.2% 40,359 3.3% 40,473 0.3% 41,287 2%
Civil (3) 137,852 131,374 -4.7 % 125,237 -4.7 % 116,399 71.1% 108,062 -7.2%
Domestic/UIFSA 40,824 40,383 -1.1% 39,993 1% 39,409 -1.5% 38,717 -1.8%
Probate 17,670 17,766 0.5% 18,565 4.5 % 18,913 19% 20,151 6.5 %
Guardianship 2,549 2,559 0.4 % 2,560 0% 2,721 6.3 % 2,893 6.3 %
Adoption/Parentage (4),(5) 9,289 8,958 -3.6 % 7,932 -11.5% 7,033 -11.3% 6,696 -4.8 %
Mental lliness 10,558 10,399 -1.5% 10,983 5.6 % 11,192 19% 11,603 3.7%
Juvenile Dependency 19,899 19,861 -0.2% 20,068 1% 20,456 1.9% 19,701 3.7%
Juvenile Offender (2) 16,281 14,418 -11.4 % 12,573 -12.8 % 11,578 -7.9% 11,198 -3.3%
Total Filings 293,939 284,794 -3.1% 278,270 -2.3% 268,174 -3.6 % 260,308 -29%
Resolutions (6)
Criminal (2) 38,504 39,128 1.6 % 39,749 1.6 % 39,780 0.1% 39,319 -1.2%
Civil (3) 136,833 132,188 -3.4% 123,991 -6.2 % 114,769 -71.4% 105,839 -7.8%
Domestic/UIFSA 39,652 39,112 -1.4% 38,364 -1.9 % 38,658 0.8 % 37,592 -2.8%
Probate 17,524 17,506 -0.1% 18,301 4.5 % 18,206 -0.5% 18,934 4%
Guardianship 2,364 2,571 8.8 % 2,436 -5.3% 2,586 6.2 % 2,521 -25%
Adoption/Parentage (4),(5) 9,868 9,146 -7.3% 9,827 7.4 % 7,321 -25.5% 6,426 -12.2 %
Mental lliness 10,254 10,351 0.9 % 10,881 51% 10,571 -2.8% 10,946 35%
Juvenile Dependency 18,864 19,343 25% 20,551 6.2 % 19,128 -6.9 % 18,263 -4.5 %
Juvenile Offender (2) 17,213 15,041 -12.6 % 13,293 -11.6 % 11,704 -12 % 11,146 -4.8 %
Total Resolutions 291,076 284,386 -23% 277,393 -2.5% 262,723 -5.3% 250,986 -4.5%
Completions (7)
Criminal (2) 38,477 39,341 22% 40,157 21% 40,051 -0.3% 39,531 -1.3%
Civil (3) 136,461 131,833 -3.4% 123,842 -6.1 % 114,971 -71.2% 105,175 -8.5%
Domestic/UIFSA 39,835 39,222 -1.5% 38,551 -1.7 % 38,884 0.9 % 37,645 -3.2%
Probate 17,769 15,354 -13.6 % 15,840 32% 15,040 -5.1% 15,066 0.2%
Guardianship 2,155 2,195 19% 2,058 -6.2 % 2,236 8.6 % 2,243 0.3%
Adoption/Parentage (4),(5) 9,837 9,248 -6 % 9,898 7% 7,418 -25.1% 6,482 -12.6 %
Mental lliness 9,628 10,203 6 % 11,720 149 % 9,123 -22.2% 11,456 25.6 %
Juvenile Dependency 19,071 18,865 -1.1% 19,942 57% 18,181 -8.8 % 18,406 1.2%

1 Percentages not shown when numbers are less than 30.

2 Criminal and Juvenile Offender data include counts on "non-charge matters."

3 Prior to 1992, the civil case type included data from the current model now shown as domestic relations, uniform interstate family support act (UIFSA), paternity causes of action, and confidential name changes
for victims of domestic violence. Includes "matters filed with the clerk." Refer to the section titled "Caution Regarding Figures Published in Prior Years".

4 Adoption data include relinquishment, termination, and modification causes of action; these sealed cases also include confidential name changes for victims of domestic violence.

5 Adoption data include counts on "pre-placement reports."

6 Resolution signifies that a case has been tried, settled, or otherwise concluded. It occurs when a judicial decision has been rendered (regardless of whether a dispositive document has been filed with the
clerk), or when a case has been transferred to another jurisdiction for subsequent adjudication. (For additional information see the Superior Court Glossary.)

7 Completion signifies that the dispositive documents for a case have been filed with the clerk for inclusion in the legal record. In some instances a case can be completed at the point of case resolution;
however, a case can never be completed prior to resolution. (For additional information see the Superior Court Glossary.)

8 In addition to jury and non-jury trials, these figures include counts for trials by affidavit and stipulated trials.

9 Juvenile offender proceedings that involve adjudicatory hearings are counted as trials here.
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2011 2012 % Chg (1) 2013 % Chg (1) 2014 % Chg (1) 2015 % Chg (1)

Juvenile Offender (2) 17,448 14,844 -14.9 % 13,042 -12.1 % 11,591 -11.1% 10,878 -6.2 %
Total Completions 290,681 281,105 -3.3% 275,050 -22% 257,495 -6.4 % 246,882 -4.1 %
Non-Trial Proceedings (10)
Criminal (2) 336,930 345,213 25% 346,791 0.5 % 353,935 21% 338,059 -4.5%
Civil (3) 55,389 51,582 -6.9 % 48,521 -5.9% 44,271 -8.8 % 42,845 -3.2%
Domestic/UIFSA 100,608 100,459 -0.1% 97,950 -2.5% 84,946 -13.3% 85,507 0.7 %
Probate 8,141 7,443 -8.6 % 7,598 21% 6,956 -8.4% 7,161 29%
Guardianship 8,855 8,783 -0.8 % 9,375 6.7 % 8,772 -6.4 % 10,017 14.2 %
Adoption/Parentage (4),(5) 24,638 22,339 9.3% 18,262 -18.3% 14,026 -23.2% 12,439 -11.3%
Mental lliness 17,383 13,757 -20.9 % 12,707 -7.6 % 12,218 -3.8% 12,439 1.8 %
Juvenile Dependency 92,027 92,967 1% 98,135 5.6 % 101,850 3.8% 100,226 -1.6 %
Juvenile Offender (2) 94,126 84,932 -9.8% 81,300 -4.3 % 75,458 -71.2% 75,343 -0.2%
Total Non-Trial Proceedings 738,097 727,475 -1.4% 720,639 -0.9% 702,432 -25% 684,036 -2.6 %
Trial Proceedings (8),(10)
Criminal 2,025 1,740 -14.1 % 1,688 3% 1,588 -5.9% 1,694 6.7 %
Civil (3) 1,266 1,161 -8.3% 1,173 1% 990 -15.6 % 928 -6.3 %
Domestic/UIFSA 2,552 2,641 35% 2,461 -6.8 % 2,239 -9 % 2,066 -71.7%
Probate 36 24 . % 27 . % 18 . % 9 . %
Guardianship 31 26 . % 30 . % 22 . % 23 . %
Adoption/Parentage (4),(5) 612 590 -3.6 % 566 -4.1 % 459 -18.9 % 405 -11.8 %
Mental lliness 270 341 26.3 % 437 28.2% 250 -42.8 % 295 18 %
Juvenile Offender (9) 1,022 975 -4.6 % 755 -22.6 % 545 -27.8% 453 -16.9 %
Total Trial Proceedings 7,814 7,498 -4 % 7,137 -4.8 % 6,111 -14.4% 5,873 -3.9%

1 Percentages not shown when numbers are less than 30.

2 Criminal and Juvenile Offender data include counts on "non-charge matters."

3 Prior to 1992, the civil case type included data from the current model now shown as domestic relations, uniform interstate family support act (UIFSA), paternity causes of action, and confidential name changes
for victims of domestic violence. Includes "matters filed with the clerk." Refer to the section titled "Caution Regarding Figures Published in Prior Years".

4 Adoption data include relinquishment, termination, and modification causes of action; these sealed cases also include confidential name changes for victims of domestic violence.

5 Adoption data include counts on "pre-placement reports."

6 Resolution signifies that a case has been tried, settled, or otherwise concluded. It occurs when a judicial decision has been rendered (regardless of whether a dispositive document has been filed with the
clerk), or when a case has been transferred to another jurisdiction for subsequent adjudication. (For additional information see the Superior Court Glossary.)

7 Completion signifies that the dispositive documents for a case have been filed with the clerk for inclusion in the legal record. In some instances a case can be completed at the point of case resolution;
however, a case can never be completed prior to resolution. (For additional information see the Superior Court Glossary.)

8 In addition to jury and non-jury trials, these figures include counts for trials by affidavit and stipulated trials.

9 Juvenile offender proceedings that involve adjudicatory hearings are counted as trials here.
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