Unintended Consequences 

10 Suggestions for Removing Obstacles to Justice

for Immigrants in the Courts
	1. Avoid making assumptions about or inquiring unnecessarily into citizenship or immigration status.

2. Ensure the advisement of rights to all defendants includes the possible immigration consequences.  See RCW 10.40.200(1).

	3. Use certified court interpreters.  Be aware that interpreters from the community may reflect community biases.

	4. Consider the consequences for deportation when sentencing.  A minor criminal conviction can impact an alien’s immigration status.  Stipulation to the facts of a police report, pre-trial diversion, or deferred prosecution can also trigger deportation.

	5. Be aware that the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) acts rapidly to remove criminal aliens from the United States.

	6. Regardless whether a person is undocumented, there still may be options for obtaining lawful immigration status in the U.S.  

	7. Consider cultural issues and immigration options for domestic violence victims in civil and criminal cases.

	8. Be sensitive that reporting agencies may have biases (police reports, social services, probation officers, guardian ad litem, etc.).  

	9. Be cognizant that removal (deportation) of the defendant may not be in the best interest of the victim, defendant, or the family. 
10. Recognize that immigration status can be a tool used by abusers in domestic violence cases.  
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