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This is in response to the order to file a supplemental brief
regarding the applicability of Stare v. Wise, ___ Wn.2d __, 283 P.3d
1113 (Nov. 21, 2012).

State v. Wise is not applicable to the present case because there

was no courtroom closure as claimed by the defendant.

In the defendant’s original brief, he cited no specific facts to
support his speculation that the courtroom was closed during questioning

of jurors about reading a newspaper article.

It its response brief, the State showed that the questioning was
done in open court. The defendant did not file a reply brief.
Later, the defendant filed supplemental briefing regarding the

applicability of Momah and Strode. In that brief the defendant wrote:

The court did not state on the record the reasons for closing
the courtroom while questioning the jurors. In fact, the
court did not even announce on the record that it was
closing the courtroom, but a close reading of the record
reveals that this questioning took place in a jury room.

Appellant’s. Suppl Brief at 1.

However, the defendant does not describe or discuss the contents

of the record that lead to such an unsupported conclusion.
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