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I. IDENTITY OF RESPONDENT 

The State of Washington, represented by the Walla Walla County 

Prosecutor, is the Respondent herein. 

II. RELIEF REQUESTED 

Respondent asserts no error occurred in the trial and conviction of the 

Appellant. 

III. ISSUES 

Where the Defendant acknowledges the facts for every element of the 

offenses is there an adequate factual basis for the plea? 

IV. STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

The Defendant Carl Eugene Adams, Jr. pled guilty to assault in the 

first degree, harassment, unlawful imprisonment tampering with a witness, 

and violation of a protection order -- all with domestic violence. CP 24-38. 

The lengthy police reports are a part of the record. CP 66-132. 

The Defendant entered an Alford Plea, which includes the following 

paragraph on the subject of the factual basis for the plea: 

11. The judge has asked me to state what I did in my own 
words that make me guilty of this crime. This is my 
statement. 



I choose to enter an Alford Plea of Guilty to the 
charges as set forth in this document knowing that if a 
judge or a jury were to hear the charges at trial I am 
likely to be found guilty. In order to take advantage 
of the plea bargain offered by the prosecutor in this 
case. I wish to enter an Alford Plea of Guilty. In so 
doing I acknowledge the facts the prosecutor is 
prepared to offer against me. 

COUNT 1: I, CARL EUGENE ADAMS, JR., 
in the County of Walla Walla. State of 
Washington on or about the 6th day of ApriL 
2010, intentionally assault KAREN ADAMS 
with deadly weapon; 

COUNT 2: I, CARL EUGENE ADAMS, JR., 
in the County of Walla Walla, State of 
Washington on or about the 6th day of April, 
2010, knowingly and without lawful authority. 
did threaten to kill another, KAREN ADAMS 
a family member; 

COUNT 3: L CARL EUGENE ADAMS, JR., 
in the County of Walla Walla, State of 
Washington on or about the 6th day of April, 
2010, did restrain KAREN ADAMS, a family 
member with deadly weapon; 

COUNT 4: L CARL EUGENE ADAMS, JR., 
in the County of Walla Walla, State of 
Washington between the 7th day of April, 
2010, and the 16th day of April, 2010, did 
attempt to induce KAREN ADAMS, a family 
member, to testify falsely, and to unlawfully 
withhold testimony; 

COUNT 5: L CARL EUGENE ADAMS. JR .. 
in the County of Walla Walla, State of 
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CP 35. 

Washington between the i h day of April, 
2010, and the 16th day of April, 2010, did 
violate the restraining order. 

v. ARGUMENT 

THERE IS AN ADEQUATE FACTUAL BASIS FOR THE 
DEFENDANT'S GUILTY PLEA. 

The Defendant challenges the factual basis for his guilty plea. 

A factual basis for a plea of guilty exists ifthere is sufficient evidence 

for a jury to conclude that the defendant is guilty. State v. Knotek, 136 Wn. 

App. 412, 149 P.3d 676, review denied 161 Wn.2d 1013, 166 P.3d 1218 

(2006); In re Pers. Restr. qlFuamaila, 131 Wn. App. 908, 131 P.3d 318 

(2006). 

The Defendant argues that his statement only states: "In [entering my 

guilty plea] I acknowledge the facts the prosecutor is prepared to offer 

against me." Appellant's Brief at 3. That is not his full statement. 

Immediately after this sentence, the Defendant then recites the elements of 

each offense to which he pled guilty. CP 35. 

Consider the format of the statement. In the court rule, the form 

paragraph eleven reads: 

11. The judge has asked me to state what I did in my 
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own words that makes me guilty of this crime. This is my 
statement _________________ _ 

] Instead of making a statement, I agree that the court may 
review the police reports and/or a statement of probable cause 
supplied by the prosecution to establish a factual basis for the 
plea. 

CrR 4.2(g). 

The Defendant complains that the probable cause affidavit (CPI-3 ) 

does not include facts regarding the last two offenses (which occurred later 

and were added by amended information - CP 39-42). Appellant's Brief at 

3. But there is no authority to look to the probable cause affidavit. The 

Defendant did not check the box indicating that any further documents 

supplemented the Statement for the purpose of establishing a factual basis. 

CP 35. 

The Defendant did not check the box, because instead he stated in 

plain words those facts which he acknowledged. CP 35. According to the 

Defendant's statement, he acknowledged that he intentionally assaulted 

Karen Adams with a deadly weapon, knowingly and without lawful authority 
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threatened to kill her, restrained her with a deadly weapon, attempted to 

induce her to testify falsely and to unlawfully withhold testimony, and that he 

violated the restraining order. CP 35. He acknowledged that Karen Adams 

is his family member. CP 35. He acknowledged the dates and locations of 

each offense. CP 35. 

Those facts meet the elements of each crime of conviction. RCW 

9A.36.021 (1 )(c); RCW 9AA6.020( 1 )(a)(i) and (2)(b)(ii); RCW 

9AAO.040(l); RCW 9A72.120(1)(a); RCW 26.50.110(1)(a); RCW 

10.99.020(3). They are those facts ajury would be asked to find. 

Because the crimes are simple enough, the Defendant's recitation is 

sufficient to demonstrate an understanding of the conduct which satisfies the 

elements. For example, the Defendant acknowledges that he threatened to 

kill Karen Adams. CP 35. According to the police report, the Defendant 

made several threats to kill Karen Adams. In one threat, he said that he was 

going to cut her head off and plant in someone's yard. CP 82. In another, he 

said he would "put his knife in her vagina and rip it up through her ass, out 

her spine and cut off her neck at the same time." CP 82. An 

acknowledgement of these details IS not necessary to demonstrate an 

understanding of the elements. 

"The facts the prosecutor [was] prepared to offer against" the 
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Defendant were significant and were contained in lengthy police reports. CP 

66-132. The Defendant is not required to concede everyone of these facts. 

but only what is sufficient to meet the elements. He did so in his Statement. 

CP 35. 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Based upon the forgoing, the State respectfully requests this Court 

affirm the Appellant's conviction. 

DATED: October 25,2010. 

Respectfu II y su bm i tted: 

Teresa Chen, WSBA#31762 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
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