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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

In re Supreme Court No. ___ _ 

ERNEST SAADIQ MORRIS, DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL 
DECLARATION 

Lawyer (BarNo. 32201). 

I, Linda B. Eide, declare and state: 

1. I am the disciplinary counsel assigned to the disciplinary 

proceedings against Respondent lawyer Ernest Saadiq Morris. This 

statement is submitted in support of a petition for Mr. Morris's immediate 

interim suspension for non-cooperation with a disciplinary investigation. 

It is based on my personal knowledge or my review of relevant files. 

2. On April 6, 2016, the Office of Disciplinary Counsel (ODC) 

received a grievance against Mr. Morris from Wendy Flowers, who paid 

Mr. Monis to handle a legal matter for her. She had been unable to reach 

Mr. Monis for months. 

3. On April 7, 2016, ODC mailed the Flowers grievance to Mr. 

Morris's address of record on file with the Washington State Bar 

Association (Association), a Seattle post office box. It requested a 

grievance response within 30 clays. He failed to respond. ODC's April 7, 

2016 correspondence has not been returned to us as undeliverable. 
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4. On May II, 2016, ODC sent another letter to Mr. Morris's 

address of record requiring a response within ten days. That letter was 

returned marked "unclaimed." A true and correct copy of that letter is 

attached as Exhibit A to this declaration. 

5. Later, the post otllce returned as "unclaimed" a May 25,2016 

letter mailed to Mr. Morris's address of record. A true and correct copy of 

that letter is attached as Exhibit B to this declaration. 

6. When Exl1ibits A and B were returned to ODC as 

"unclaimed," ODC investigator Jesse Burnham attempted to locate Morris 

as detailed in the Burnham DecJaration. He was unsuccessful. 

7. Recently, on July 7, 2016, a second client, Carmen Vernando

Wix, filed a griev~mcc against Morris. She reported that she cannot reach 

Morris, as telephone numbers she had for him are disconnected. 

8. In addition to the two grievances noted above, ODC's 

Consumer Affairs Coordinator has fielded calls from clients of Mr. 

Morris. Most recently, ODC's Consumer Affairs Coordinator has been 

unable to reach Morris. 

9. On July 1, 2016, when I called Morris's telephone number of 

record on file with the Association, a recording advised: "number is not in 

service." 
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10. On July 15, 2016, I sent an email message to Mr. Morris's 

email address of record on file with the Association, advising him that if 

he failed to respond to the Flowers grievance by July 19, 2016, I would 

seek his interim suspension. He has not responded. He has not updated 

his contact information as requested in the email. A true and correct copy 

of the email is attached as Exhibit C to this declaration. 

II. I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State 

of Washington that the foregoing is true and correct. 

~~Jtj/(J~ 
te & Place 
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Felice P. Conglllton 
1\:-w<:tnlt• Dm~t!(ll' 

May II, 2016 

Ernest Saadiq Monis 
Atlorney at l,aw 
PO Box 45637 
Seattle, WA 98145-0637 

WSBA 
OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL 

Re: ODC File: 16-00536 
Grievance filed by Wendy Flowers 

Dear Mr. Morris: 

We asked you to provide a written response to the above referenced grievance. To the best of our 
knowledge, your rc.sponse, which is required by Rule 5.3(b) of the Rules for Enforcement of Lawyel' 
Conduct (ELC), hns not been received. 

Undet' ELC: 5.3(h), you must file a written response to the allegations ofthis gnevance within ten days of 
this letter, i& .. on or bet\,re May 24, 2016. If we do not receiVI' your response within the ten-day period, 
lY.<:'..!vill subpQY.ill!..YQ.Y.Ior u deposition. !LW!;l rnust serYQ_Q subpoena, you will be liable for the costs of the 
iliulositi\1!1 including.,ervicc of process, and aqorney fees of $500. You should be aware that failing to 
respond is, in itself', grounds for discipline and may subject you to interim suspension under ELC: 
7.2(a)(3). 

Sincerely, 

?~P~ 
Pel ice P. C:ongnlton 
Associate Director· 

ec: Wendy Plowers 

Wllshington Stntc Bnr Associntion • 132.5 41h Avct!UC 1 Suite 600 J Seattle, WA 98101·2539 
206~727~8207 / fnx: 206-727-8325/ email: cnn@wsb\t,org 

EXHIBIT 
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Lind.1 B. Eid•· 

\l.uu.t;ing I )::·nphii.HY c _"<>w\:.(·1 

May25.2016 

Wendy Flowers 
1671,145 Rnnd 
t\rlington. Vi;\ 98223 

l'nwst Swtdiq Vi orris 
Ernest Saadiq \1orris. l'sq. 
1'0 Box .f563 7 
Scuttle. WA <JBI45-0ir37 

'WSBA 

Rc: Uricvanc:c nl' Wendy Flowers against Jawycr Ernest Samli.q Morri:; 
ODC' File No. 16-00536 

Dcat· Ms. !'lowers and Mr. Morris: 

,!it·cct·litH': {20(>) 71)~S•}!l::! 

\'ll\atl: itlllhltti:l;w:-:ha .• >r,e: 

I hnvc been nssigned to compktc this investigation. Please direct all inquiries and 
currcsponCknce to me. ffyo1.-1 use email. pkllse use my email address~ lindact~Dwsba.org\ instead 
ofcnu:'l~!\Yshn.org. 'J'hnt1k you. 

EXHIBIT 
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Linda Eide 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Mr. Morris: 

Linda Eide 
Friday, July 15, 2016 11:16 AM 
'Justice@ Defend MyRig ht.co m' 
16-00536 

We have received no response to the grievance filed by Wendy Flowers. After we forwarded the grievance to you, mail 
sent to your post office box address in Seattle has been returned as undeliverable. The telephone number listed on 
your WSBA profile page is no longer in service. 

Rule 13 of the Admission to Practice Rules requires Washi~gton lawyers to update their mailing addresses and 
telephone numbers within 10 days of a change. Please make the necessary changes through the WSBA website 
"MyWSBA" page or call WSBA and ask for our customer service center (206/443-WSBA or 1-800-945-WSBA). 

Based on your failure to respond the Flowers grievance, I will seek your immediate interim suspension. If you want to 
discuss this, please call me by Tuesday, July 19, 2016. 

Linda B. Eide 
Managing Disciplinary Counsel 
Washington State Bar Association 
1325 -4th Ave, Ste GOO 
Seattle WA 98101-2539 
2061733-5902 
Fax: 2061727-8325 
.Un.9ilfl_@y;f_§Qa. org 
CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT: The information in this e-mail and in any attachment may contain information that 
court rules or other authority protect as confidential. If this e-mail was sent to you in error, you are not authorized to 
retain, disclose, copy or distribute the message and/or any. of its attachments. if you received this e-mail in error, please 
notify me and delete this message. Thank you. 

EXHIBIT 
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RECEIVED 
SUPREME COURT 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
CLERK'S OFFICE 
Jul 26, 2016, 4:38pm 

RECEIVED WCT'R6NICALLY 

IN TI-IR SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

In re 

Ernest Saadiq Morris, 
Lawyer 
Bar No. 3220 I 

Proceeding No. 

ODC INVESTIGATOR 
DECLARATION 

I, Jesse Burnham, declare and state: 

1. I am the Office ofDisciplinmy Counsel (ODC) investigator 

assigned to locate Respondent Ernest Saadig Morris. 

2. Attached as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of the 

Washington State Bar Association (Association) Lawyer Directory Protlle 

Page for Ernest Saadiq Morris, It lists a Seattle post office box as his 

o ffi cia! address. 

3. The telephone number listed on the profile page is "not in 

service." 

4. When the post office returned as undeliverable mail sent to 

Mon·is's official address, I attempted to locate Morris. 

5. Association records listed only the same Seattle post office 

box as Morris's home address. Association records showed that in 20\1, 



Morris changed his home add1·ess from a physical address in Austin, 

Texas, to the post ofJ1ce box address listed on his pro !lie page. 

6. Association records once listed an agent for serv1ce of 

process with a Seattle address. When I called the listed agent, she advised 

that she did not know Morris had listed her as an agent for service of 

process. She did provide a different telephone number for Morris. On 

.Tune 16, 2016, I called that number and left a message identifying myself 

and requesting a return telephone call. Mon·is failed to respond. 

7. The Association's Continuing Legal Education department 

had recorded an address tor Morris in Austin Texas with the Texas Civil 

Rights Project. But Morris's AVVO listing showed that he last worked 

there in 2007. Morris is not listed as a Texas lawyer. In various internet 

searches, I did not locate information showing that Morris is admitted in 

any other jurisdiction. 

8. I spoke with Wendy Flowers, who 111ed a grievance against 

Morris. She met with him only once, at a grocery store, and never knew if 

he had a physical oflice. Since early this year, she has had no response to 

her telephone calls and emails to Morris. 

9. I checked local district and municipal court records and did 

not find any upcoming court hearings with Morris listed as the attorney of 

record. 



10. In addition, I reviewed a printout of Morris's statewide 

cases filed in a superior cout1. The most recent filing in February 2016 

shows contact information for Morris identical to that shown on the profile 

page. 

11. Morris's prot11e page lists www.urbanyouthjustice.org as 

one of his websites. The first line of that website identifies Morris as the 

director of Urban Youth Justice. A Face book page maintained by Morris 

remains active and includes recent posts by Urban Youth Justice. Exhibits 

B and C are true and correct copies of the Urban Youth Justice website 

and the Facebook page with recent posts to that page from Urban Youth 

Justice. 

12. As of this writing, Manis has failed to provide the 

Association with an updated telephone number or physical address. 

The undersigned declares under penalty of petjury under the laws of the 
state of Washington that the foregoing declaration is true and correct. 

7/u;)i (:, S-eo fl 1"1 i.UA 
Date and Place Jes~ Bun~am 

Investigator 
1325 4th Avenue- Suite 600 
Seattle, WA 98101-2539 
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Leadership 

Ernest Saadiq Morris, Esq. is director 
of Urban Youth Jusli ce Initiative 

URBAN YOUTH JUSTICE 

(1Jrban Youth .Justi.ce), a self-funded not-for-profit public education and 
advocacy initiative tl.at he created to focus on the advancement and 
protection of egual rights, equal justice and cgtwl,opportunity o.f African
American youth, and similarly disadvantaged urban area youth (e.g., 
studc11ts with Specitll Needs and ·immigrant and English Learner students) 
through public education by youtb & community outreach and advocacy. 

Ernest Saadiq Morris is an expert· on school-to-prison pipeline issues and 
passionate advocate on the intersection of racial justice, critical race theory, 
and critical youth theory. His cutting-edge youth rights commentmy and 
policy analysis advm1ces critical thought on the law and policy affecting 
disadvantaged urban youth. 

As a youth and civil rights attomey, his multiple defeats of the school-to
prison pipeline began in 2004. He has prevented emergency expulsions, 
suspensions and coordinated the largest successful mass sl1.1dent defense 
campaign to date (of over 100 mostly Hispanic students in Rotmd Rock, 
Texas from 2006-2007) .from school discipline and criminal prosecutions for 
a youth-led organized protest dming scbool l1ours. 

As a fea lured speaker and panelist in schools and at youth organization 
events (e.g., tl1c Texas NAACP Convention, Las Vegas National B.ip Hop 
Political Convention, Hip Hop Congress, and T~xas .Junior Statesman of 
America), Ernest Saadiq Mol'l'is presents dynamic social justice 
empowerment workshops and seminars to many diverse student audiences 
Gunior high to college) in Seattle, Portland, Las Vegas, Austin and Los 
Angeles. 

Ernest Saadiq Manis has also developed comprehensive formal education 
and training programs for schools (students and staff) on creating a 
classroom to school-wide cullu.re o.f diversity al1Cl inclusion, including peer
ba.seclrestoralive justice; and youth leadership and empowerment skills 
training for self-advocacy. 

A 1999 graduate of Howard University School of Law, Em est clerked for 
the late Honorable Pranklin D. Burgess, U.S. District Judge for the Westcm 
District of Washington. Ernest is also co-chair of the Education Civil Rights 
subcornmiltee of the American Bar Association Children's Ri.ghts Litigation 
Con1n1ittee .. 

Some of the community education and empowerment activities for youth 
and their communities that Mr. Morris has provided over the years: 

http://www .u rba nyoutll us\i ce. org I 

EXHIBIT 
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7/11/2016 URBAN YOUTH JUSTIC~ 
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Youth Justice 

Horne /\bout 

Non· Profit OrganizaHon 

Search for p()Hts on this PH~JO 

1.() I~ pe.:>ple!il1e this 

1180UT 

PHOros 

VIOf:OS 

hllps ://www. f acebool~ .corn/U rban Youti1Jus li eel 

(I\) Urban Youll1 Justice 

Photcm l.ike~J Mora 

Wl'iW sornothing on this Pane .. 

eJ Urbon Youth Ju-stk12 

~1ht· 

Like 

Chicago Investigator !'Ired for Hesistlng Ordors to Reverse His Report 
Finding Several Cops At Faull In DeHdly Shootings 

City Fires Investigator Who Found Cops At Fault In 
Shootiogs 
Lorenzo IJr~vls was the only Sli(.Hlrvlsor ot tholndepend!lnl Pollee l't1~view AuUwrlty 
wilo roslstod orders lo chan~JO findings about shootings. 

WBEZ.Orm 

Llka Comn1enl 

Write B COIT\11\(lr>t, .. 

~ Urb<m YouU1 Justh:o 

~1hr 

Shant 

Highest-Ranking 13altlmore Cop Charged in #FmddieGmy Triel Acquitted 

On All Charges 

Chat 

lndaod Primo.: 
111dH•d.CU1111f!:>IHI' 

Apply lo 11)0 lop loch 
companim• wllh 1 shnpla 
applclllion on tndaod Prlma. 

0Nf!400 
Ol\0"•100.•:•xn 
0NE400 is M lflW lllllOVR!ion 

nuom:y lll!1l help~ lorwar(l· 
thinking lawyers urnw their 
p1acl~~es. 
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711812016 

Urban Youth Justice 

NOlES 

School Choice Discrimination Leave£ No Cholco ,,, 
l11.!c~mb<1r 5, 201'1 

8poclal EthWiJtlon MoilnS Ho EdUCiltlon for Many'" 
M,:,y 1:1. 201·1 

Tho Amorlr.an Plpa Dream: Winning lila Future WI." 
Mvrr.h?!,201' 

~ L<'llllil• Gn~~Jmy 
~/ F"ahl'tt;JFY 2 <II i);'17pm 
---::-4 

Your kids might like a chance to grlllnvolvCld 
in poaccful stwgglo I,. Sfle Mt,r~" 

~ l•kl; 

Like · Comrr.enl 

;;_ (-~- · Th!).'lawl FcundaUo 
t- '!.> ~J(w,~mber2, 20"1f.iai11:22>H11 
~..£ ·-· ' 

Thfl TilWI Foundation, Supp<>rla Law 
Enrorcemenl inloractlon AND Work·S"' 
S;,H Mtlr<l 

Uk0 C<:lnumwl 

.. n Tnylor Evans 
~~-}' ScJplU11lller 22. 2015 al \N9Ml 

h!\p).'thorf•1,~illbWI).Gt)fl11121iHdei..php? 

op!io)IP<.:.nm __ .C.'(ll'l:('l nl& 1~J,;I("':'-'iew&(d,31 &iW!I n!rJ" 
7 ~&j~hllivill"'1 ,17 4:1 

PEOf'lE 1\LSIJ UKii 

ColorOfChange.arg 
No11·r~rc1!il (.WgBni;:aLion 

SouthMn Poverty Ln., 
L<JW PrHi:llrn 

tuleSUR English 

L1l\ED BY HUSI'AGE 

llttps ://www. facobook. com/Urban YouU1Jusli eel 

Llk~: 

U!m 

(4) Urban Youth Justice 

Freddie Grny death: highest~runking officer acquitted on 
all charges 
LhHJionanl Brian Rice round nol guilty In yel anoUu:lr solb~lck for prot>Gculion lhfll 
had hoped Bnllimoro case would set naliont:lllone for pollee reform 

W\'iW THEGUt\f~DIAN.COM I HY BAYNARD WOODS 

Lllw Common! 

irjf:~ tlrban Youth Justice
~ 12hrs· 

Shnre 

The Children In Sumrnor\ime Book Deserts: in rnnny higl,·povarly urban 
neighborhoods finding summer reacting for youlh Is nearly Impossible 

The Children Who Grow Up iLl Book Deserts 
In many hlgh·povertyurbmJnelghUorhoods, H'.s nea1ly imt)OSsihla ror a poor kid to 
lind somelhlfl~l to read. 

GI'IYI.AB.COM 

Commt~nl Shure 

ByBtanders \hal Filmed Police Killing #Alton Sterling & #EricGMnm say 

Cops Hetattnted with Harassment 

Clmt 
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Miche-lle- Aloxander 

l::nrJiir,~r iUS)· [;;pai\ol · Porlugu~s {£h±$.!) · 
Fr:w•;<liS (l;r;lfl•"(') · D(ltJI$Ch 

Uk0 

Pril'fl(:y ·Terms· A\Jvertk>ir"l{.l ·Ad ChoiGG(l • Gtmkios · 
MOJO 

FacuMQk <1.'- 20Hi 

f1llps://www.racebook.com/UrbanYoulhJusUce/ 

{4) Urban Yout11 Justice 

Filmees of Alton"Ster1ingl Eric Garner killings sny police 
have harassed and detained fhem 
Tl1ree bystanders who nlrnt~d and slulred videos ofkllllngs by cops say U1ey\<e 
boon tmgoted by pollee ever since VIDEO 

::IALOhtcOM I BY BEN NORTON 

------------------~ 

Llko Comntant 

~~ Urban Youth Just leo 
tJim ,IL!Iy15atl);;!·tpm· 

Shore 

Why the Justice DaparliTlent Takas Forever to tnvr~stiuate Police Shootings 

of' Blm* People 

VVhy the J'ttstice 'Department takes forever to investigate 
police shootings of black people 
Tho OOJ has conducted nallrly a dozon probes into polico killingll of unarmed 
blnck victims in rcr,ant years. 

BUB!NE:'I51N-SIOf:n.coM 

Llko Commonl 

i(1i'J Urbnn Youth Justlco 
~ Jl!ly15al·1·46pm 

Share 

Meet the 18~Year·Oid Stutlenl Oehind Black llvos Maller london 

Chn1 
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Youth JusticA 

hllps:l/www.racebook.com/UrbanYoulhJustice/ 

(4) Urban Youth Jus lice 

Meet the Eighteen-Year-Old Student Behind Black Lives 
Mattee London I VICE I United States 
We spoke lo iB"year-old Maraynm All about nghU11g lnsUMlonol rocism ir1 \he Ul< 
And whal 1\'s Ilk& gelling thrusllnlo \ha mtJdla spolligh!. 

VIC If.. COM 

Like Comment Sf'mro 

Wri\(J a eormmml... 

Chel 
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RECEIVED 
SUPREME COURT 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
CLERK'S OFFICE 
Jul 26, 2016, 4:37pm 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

In re Supreme Court No, __ _ 

ERNEST SAADIQ MORRIS, DECLARATION OF SERVICE 
OF PETITION FOR INTERIM 
SUSPENSION, BURNHAM 
DECLARATION AND BIDE 
DECLARATION 

Lawyer (Bar No. 32201). 

1. I am over the age of eighteen years and am competent to 

testify if called as a witness in these proceedings. I make the statements in 

this declaration from personal knowledge. 

2. On July 26, 2016, I caused true and correct copies of the 

Disciplinary Counsel Declaration, ODC Investigator Declaration and the 

Petition for Interim Suspension to be mailed to Ernest Saadiq Morris at his 

official address, Post Office Box 45637, Seattle, Washington 98145-0637 

by first class mail, postage prepaid. In addition, I emailed the same 

documents to him at his official email address: Justice@DefendMy 

Right. com. 

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of 
the State of Washington that the foregoing is true and 
correct. 

- I -



Managing Disciplinary Counsel 
Washington State Bar Association 
1325 4111 Avenue, Suite 600 
Seattle, WA 98101-2539 

(206) 727-8246 
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OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK 
Tuesday, July 26, 2016 4:38PM 
'Narette Lim' 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Justice@DefendMyRight.com; Linda Eide; Allison Sato 
RE: In re Ernest Saadiq Morris, Bar# 32201 

Received 7/26/16. 

Supreme Court Clerk's Office 

Please note that any pleading flied as an attachment to e-mail will be treated as the origina I. Therefore, if a filing is by e
mail attachment, it is not necessary to mail to the court the original of the document. 

Questions about the Supreme Court Clerk's Office? Check out our website: 
http://www.courts. wa .gov Iappe II ate tria I courts/supreme/clerks/ 

Looking for the Rules of Appellate Procedure? Here's a link to them: 
http://www.cou rts. wa.gov /court rules/?fa=court rules.list&group=a pp&set=RAP 

Searching for information about a case? Case search options can be found here: 
http://dw.cou rts.wa .gov I 

From: Narette Lim [mailto:narettel@wsba.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 4:01PM 
To: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK <SUPREME@COURTS.WA.GOV> 
Cc: Justice@DefendMyRight.com; Linda Eide <lindae@wsba.org>; Allison Sato <AIIisons@wsba.org> 
Subject: In re Ernest Saadiq Morris, Bar# 32201 

Please file the attached documents for In re Ernest Saadiq Morris, Bar No. 32201; 

1. July 26, 2016 Cover Lette; 
2. ODC's Petition for Interim Suspension; 
3. Disciplinary Counsel Declaration; 
4. ODC Investigator Declaration; and 
5. Declaration of Service. 

Thank you. 

Narette Lim 
Paralegal! Office of Disciplinary Counsel 
Washington State Bar Association (1325 Fourth Avenue, Suite 600, Seattle, WA 98101-2539 
Phone: 206.727.82591 Fax: 206.727.8325 

Confidentiality Statement: The information in this e-mail and in any attachment may contain information that court rules or other authority 
protect as confidential. If this e-mall was sent to you in error, you are not authorized to retain, disclose, copy or distribute the message and/or any 
of its attachments. If you received this e"mail in error, please notify me and delete this message. Thank you. 
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