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I IDENTITY OF PETITIONER

Petitioner Abeda Jafar, through undersigned counsel, seeks direct,
discretionary review of the decision designated in Section IL

I1. DECISION BELOW

Ms. Jafar respectfully requests that this Court grant discretionary
review of the Superior Court’s January 11, 2012 Order Re Waiver of Civil
Filing Fees and Surchafges (the “Fee Order”) (Appendix Tab A).

On January 11, 2012, Ms. Jafar requested, pursuant to GR 34, a
waiver of all mandatory filing fees and surcharges so that she could file
this action for a parenting plan. The Superior Court correctly determined
that Ms. Jafar is indigent because, inter alia, her household income is
below 125 percent of the federal poverty guideline. Despite recoénizing
Ms. Jafar’s indigency, the Superior Court nevertheless ordered Ms. Jafar
to pay $50 in surcharges within 90 days. Ms, Jafar cannot afford to pay
the $50 ordered by the Superior Court, and Ms. Jafar risks dismissal of her
case if she does not pay. The Superior Court’s Fee Order thus effectively
prevents Ms. Jafar from obtaining any final relief from the Superior Court.

III.  ISSUES PRESENTED FOR REVIEW

L. Whether GR 34 requires a trial court to grant a waiver of all
mandatory fees and surcharges if the trial court determines that a litigant is

indigent, as that term is defined in GR 34.



2. If GR 34 does not require a waiver of all filing fees and
- mandatory surcharges for indigent litigants, whether the Superior Court
nevertheless abused its discretion or violated Ms. Jafar’s Due Process
rights by ordering her to pay $50 within 90 days.

IV. STATEMENT OF THE CASE

On January 11, 2012,'Ms. Jafar sought to file in Snohomish
County Superior Court an action to obtain a parenting plan governing
custody and visitation of her 20-month-old son. Ms. Jafar sought a
parenting plan, in part, due to concerns about her child’s safety with his
father, Respondent William Douglass Webb.

Ms. Jafar does not have resources to pay mandatory court fees.
Consequently, pursuant to GR 34, Ms. Jafar filed a Motion and
Declaration For Waiver of Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges (the “Fee
Waiver Motion”) (Appendix Tab B), seeking a waiver of all mandatory
fees and surcharges imposed by the Superior Court. In the Declaration
filed with her Fee Waiver Motion, Ms. Jafar stated undér penalty of
petjury that she cannot afford to meet her necessary household living
expenses and pay the fees and surcharges imposed by the Superior Court.
Fee Waiver Motion at 1. Ms. Jafar further stated that she had been
dependent on Mr. Webb for evefything, that she does not have a checking

or savings account, and that she has “$1.00 to [her] name.” Id. at 2.



Ms. Jafar also submitted a Financial Statement with her Fee
Waiver Motion. Ms. Jafar’s Financial Statement shows that her only
sources of income for herself and her 20-month-old son are a monthly
food stamp béneﬁt and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(“TANF”) cash assistance of $385 per month. Fee Waiver Motion at 3-4.
Ms. Jafar’s Financial Statement also shows that she has $380 in monthly
expenses. Id. at 3. Based on her $385 per month in cash assistance,
Ms. Jafar’s annual income is $4,620—Iless than 32 percent of the federal
poverty guideline of $14,710 for a family of two. See Annual Update of
the HHS Poverty Guidelines, 76 Fed. Reg. 3637-02 (Jan. 20, 2011).

On January 11, 2012, the Superior Court entered its Fee Order,
using an altered version of the GR 34 pattern form order that was
developed by the Administrative Office of the Courts. The Superior Court
found that Ms. Jafar is indigent because her household income is at or
below 125 percent of the federal poverty guideline. Fee Order at 1, Based
on that finding, the Superior Court granted Ms. Jafar a partial waiver of
$200 in filing fees, but it ordered her to pay a “$20 facilitator surcharge”
ar;d a “$30 Judicial Stabilization surcharge” within 90 days. Id. at 2. Ms.

Jafar does not have the resources to pay the $50 ordered by the Superior

' The filing fees also include a $30 domestic violence prevention surcharge. The

Superior Court’s Fee Order is silent on whether that surcharge is waived, Consequently,
Ms. Jafar may in fact be required to pay $80 to avoid dismissal of her case.



Court. If she fails to pay, Ms. Jafar risks dismissal of her case. See
Snohomish County Fee Waiver Application Packet (Appendix Tab C), at
5 (“If the Court defers payment of your fees to a later date, make your
payment as ordered or your action may be dismissed for nonpayment of
these fees.”).

Ms. Jafar filed her Notice of Discretionary Review (Appendix
Tab D) with the Superior Court on February 9, 2012.

V. ARGUMENT

Discretionary review is appropriate and warranted in this case
pursuant to RAP 2.3(b)(1) and (2). Those rules provide, respectively, that .
an appellate court may grant interlocutory discretionary review where the
Superior Court (1) “hés committed an obvioﬁs error which would render
further proceedings useless” (RAP 2.3(b)(1)); or (2) “has committed
probable error” that “substantially alters the status quo or substantially
limits the freedom of a party to act.” RAP 2.3(b)(2).

The Superior Court’s Fee Order merits discretionary review under
either standard. GR 34 was adopted specifically to prevent indigent
litigants like Ms. Jafar from being denied access to tﬁe courts based on
their inability to pay filing or other court fees. Under GR 34, Ms. Jafar
was entitled to a waiver of all mandatory fees and surcharges after the

Superior Court determined (correctly) that Ms. Jafar is indigent.



The Superior Court’s order requiring Ms. Jafar to pay $50 within 90 days,
despite her undisputed indigency, is plainly inconsistent with GR 34 and
thus constitutes both obvious and probable error. See Hartley v. State, 103
Wn.2d 768, 773-74, 698 P.2d 77 (1985) (discretionary review appropriate
where court is asked to “interpret[] a new stafute with wide implications”).

In addition, the Superior Court’s Fee Order constitutes obvious and
probable error for the additional reasons that it is inconsistent with the
Superior Court’s responsibility to ensure the proper and impartiall
administration of justice, and that it violates Ms. Jafar’s Due Process
rights.

Finally, the Superior Court’s error renders further proceedings
useless and substantially limits Ms. Jafar’s freedom to act, because
Ms. Jafar cannot obtain final relief without paying $50, and because Ms.
Jafar’s inability to pay puts her at risk of having her case dismissed.

A. The Superior Court Committed Obvious And Probable Error

By Ordering Ms. Jafar To Pay $50 In Surcharges Despite The
Court’s Determination That Ms. Jafar Is Indigent.

1. GR 34 Requires Waiver Of A/l Mandatory Fees And
Surcharges For Indigent Litigants.

Washington’s GR 34, adopted by the Supreme Court in December
2010, is the culmination of a years-long process to establish (1) a
“statewide, uniform approach to presentation, consideration and approval

of requests for waiver of fees and costs for low income litigants,” and (2)



“a uniform standard for determining indigency” in connection with such
requests. See Board of Governors of Wash. State Bar Ass’n, GR 9 Cover
Sheet, Suggested Amendment, General Rules: GR 34 — Waiver of Court
and Clerk’s Fees and Charges in Civil Matters (New Rule; Rev’d Dec.
2008) (Appendix Tab E)2 As adopted, the rule provides a detailed
frafnework that Washington trial courts must follow for considering and
ruling on fee waiver requests.

The general principle animating GR 34—that courts sh(;uld not
turn away poor litigants simply because they cannot afford to pay
otherwise proper user fees—is not new in Washington. It has long been
firmly established that Washington courts have the authority, and in some
cases the duty, to waive mandatory court fees for the indigent.

The Washington Supreme Court first articulated the courts’ power
to waive fees for indigent litigants in O’Connor v. Matzdorff, 76 Wn.2d
589, 458 P.2d 154 (1969). In O’Connor, an indigent plaintiff whose only
source of income was é monthly public assistance grant of $325 was
prohibited from filing a civil action for damages because she did not pay
the $3.50 filing fee. Id. at 590. On a petition for a writ of mandamus, the

Court held that Washington courts have the inherent authority to waive

2 Pursuant to' GR 9, the proponent of any requested rule change must submit a cover
sheet that includes, among other things, a statement of the purpose of the proposed rule.
See GR 9(e)(2).



court filing fees for indigent litigants in appropriate céses. Id. at 603, 606,
The Court explained that the power td waive fees is intertwined with the
cou;*ts’ “duty to see that justice is done in all cases” (id. at 600), and that
courts thus have a responsibility to waive fees that would prevent indigent
plaintiffs from filing potentially meritorious cases: “[Wlhere a case
appears to have been brought in good faith and to have probable merit, the
exercise of sound discretion dictates that a litigant should not be denied
his day in court simply because he is financially unable to pay the court
fees.” Id. at 603 (emphasis added); see also Iverson v. Marine Bancorp.,
83 Wn.2d 163, 167, 517 P.2d 197 (1973) (“The administration of justice
demands that the doors of the judicial system be open to the indigent as
well as to those who can afford to pay the costs of pursuing judicial
relief.”).

Moreover, less than two years after O’Connor, the U.S. Supreme
Court held that the Fourteenth Amendment’s Due Process Clause requires
courts to waive fees for indigent litigants who petition for changes to
family relationships, where the fees would otherwise have the effect of
denying indigenf litigants access to justice. See Boddie v. Connecticut,
401 U.S. 371, 374, 91 S. Ct. 780, 28 L. Ed. 2d 113 (1971).

Despite those general principles, for decades Washington courts

received no guidance on the exercise of their inherent powers and duties to



waive fees for indigent litigants. There was no shared understanding
among Washington courts about what qualified a low-income civil litigant
as “indigent,” or what fees and charges should be waived for such
litigants. Individual courts instead simply developed their own standards
and procedures for handling fee waiver applications. Unsurprisingly, that
process generated a host of inconsistent local standards, and it too
frequently resulted in disparate treatment of similarly situated litigants
based solely on where they attempted to file their cases. See Letter from
Deborah M. Perluss, Director of Advocacy/General Counsel, Northwest
Justice Project, to Ronald Carpenter, Clerk, Washington Supreme Court
(Apr. 19, 2010) (Appendix Tab F) (citing examples of divergent local
practices concerning fee waiver requests). ‘The director of Washington’s
Office of Civil Legal Aid described the situation thusly:

While the right of low income litigants to access the courts

free of financial obstacles has been the law in our state for

more than 40 years, objective and anecdotal experience

indicates this right is honored more often in the breach.

Faced with fiscal pressures, judicial officers across our

state (and often within the same judicial district) apply

inconsistent standards for determining an individual

litigant’s right to waiver of court filing fees and costs that

she cannot afford to incur. In all too many cases, the

requirement to pay civil filing fees and other costs operates

to limit, and even deny, access to judicial relief in a wide

range of compelling civil cases.

Letter from James A. Bamberger, Director, State of Washington Office of



Civil Legal Aid, to Ronald Carpenter, Clerk, Washington Supreme Court
(Mar. 30, 2010) (Appendix Tab G) (emphasis added).

Against that backdrop of inconsistent practices, GR 34 was borri.
GR 34 is grounded in, and gives structure to, the dual constituiional
principles recognized in O ’Connor, i.e., that courts have both the authority
to waive fees where appropriate and the responsibility for ensuring that the
poor have access to justice.” If propetly applied, GR 34 directs the courts’
exercise of their inherent authority to ensure fair, consistent, and
predictable treatment of fee-waiver requests based on indigency. The rule
is designed to achieve that end through several important features.

First, GR 34 standardizes the procedure for requesting fee waivets.
The rule requires trial courts to accept fee waiver applications submitted
on a mandatory pattern form developed by the Administrative Office of
‘ihe Courts, and to present such applications to a judicial officer in a timely
manner. GR 34(a)(1)-(2). GR 34 also prohibits courts from charging
litigants any local fee to make the application. GR 34(a)(2).

Second, GR 34 provides that litigants who are found to be indigent

are entitled to a waiver of all mandatory fees. The text of the rule states

3 See GR 34 emt. (“The adoption of this rule is rooted in the constitutional premise that
every level of court has the inherent authority to waive payment of filing fees and
surcharges on a case by case basis. Each court is responsible for the proper and impartial
administration of justice which includes ensuring that meaningful access to judicial
review is available to the poor as well as to those who can afford to pay.”).



that, based on indigent status, any litigant “may seek a waiver of filing
fees or surcharges the payment of which is a condition precedent to a
litigant’s ability to secure judicial relief.” To avoid ambiguity, the official
comment to GR 34 explains that the rule applies to all fees or charges that
are imposed as a condition precedent to judicial relief, including but not
limited to filing fees and other legislatively established surcharges, family
court facilitator charges, family court servicez charges, and domestic
violence prevention charges. See GR 34(a) cmt.

Third, GR 34 establishes a detailed, three-tiered definition of
“indigent.” A litigant who receives need-based, means-tested assistance
(such as TANF or food stamps) or whose household income is at or below
125 percent of the federal poverty guideline Iis automatically deemed
indigent, and the trial court has no discretion in making that determination.
See GR 34(a)(3)(A)-(B). A litigant whose household income is above 125
percent of the federal poverty guideline may still be deemed indigent if the
trial court finds that recurring monthly expenses or “other compelling
circumstances” render'that person unable to pay the fees and surcharges
imposed by the court. See GR 34(a)(3)(C)-(D). Finally, a litigant
represented by a “qualified legal service provider” (“QLSP”) is granted a
presumption of indigency if that litigant’s counsel submits a declaration

confirming that the client was screened and found eligible for the QLSP’s
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service_s. See GR 34(a)(4).

In sum, GR 34’s detailed definition of “indigent” embodies a
determination that the most vulnerable low-income people—i.e., those on
need-based, means-teéted public assistance and those with income at or
below 125 percent of the federal poverty guideline—categorically should
not be required to pay filing or other mandatory fees in order to securé
judicial relief. For all other cases, the rule affirms thé trial courts’
discretion to  consider each individual litigant’s circumstances to decide
whether that person’s monthly 1iving expenses or ‘“other compelling
circumstances” render her unable to pay. But, in all cases, once the court
determines that a litigant is in fact indigent, GR 34 requires a waiver of all
mandatory fees.

2. The Superior Court’s Fee Order Violates GR 34,

In this case, the Superior Court correctly fqund Ms. Jafar indigent,
as defined in GR 34, because her income is below 125 percent of the
federal poverty guideline. But the Superior Court then violated both the
spirit and the letter of GR 34 by granting Ms. Jafar only a partial waiver of
mandatory fees and surcharges and ordering her to pay the remaining $50
within 90 days. In so doing, the Superior Court appears to have acted
under the erroneous belief that it had discretion to grant or deny Ms.

Jafar’s fee waiver request, in whole or in part, even after finding Ms. Jafar

11



indigent. See Fee Order at 1-2.

The Superior Court’s interpretation of GR 34 is fundamentally
inconsistent with the language, structﬁre, and purpose of the rule.
Therefore, the court’s order that Ms. Jafar pay $50 within 90 days was
both obvious and probable error.

As explained above, under the express terms of GR 34, the only
determination to be made by the trial court is whether the applicant is
indigen_t, as that term is defined in the rule. If the Court concludes that the
applicant is indigént, the Court is required to waive all fees. Nothing in
GR 34 authorizes a trial court to deny a wéiver to an indigent litigant. Nor
does the rule permit other half-measures, such as partial waivers or fee
deferrals. If the Supreme Court had intended to give trial courts the
discretion to grant partial waivers or fee deferrals, the Supremer Court
would have done so explicitly, just as it did in RAP 15.2, which expressly
allows partial waivers of costs and fees on appeal.! Indeed, in 2009, a
commenter on the then-proposed GR 34 requested that the Supreme Court
do just that. The District and Municipal Court Judges’ Associa;cion asked

the Court to amend the proposed rule to give courts “the authority to grant

* See, e.g., RAP 15:2(a)(2) (“If the trial court finds the party seeking review is unable by
reason of poverty to pay for all or some of the expenses of appellate review, the trial
court shall enter such findings, which shall be forwarded to the Supreme Court for
consideration, pursuant to section (d) of this rule, The trial court shall determine in those
findings the portion of the records necessary for review and the amount, if any, the party
is able to contribute toward the expense of review.”).

12



partial fee waivers, in addition to full feé waivers.” Importantly, that
suggested change to the proposed rule was not adopted.

Moreover, the structure of GR 34 strongly suggests that the rule
does not afford trial courts the discretion to merely grant deferrals or
partial waivers for indigent litigants. For eﬁample, under GR 34(a)(3)(C),
a litigant with income above 125 percent of the federal poverty guideline
can be found indigent only if the trial court also finds that the applicant
lacks “the financial ability to pay the filing fees and other fees or -
surcharges for which a request for .waiver is made.” GR 34(a)(3)(C)
(emphasis added). In other words, indigent status under GR 34(a)(3)(C) is
contingent on a showing that the litigant is unable to pay any filing fees or
surcharges for which the litigant seeks a waiver. It would be inconsistent,
illogiqal, and unfair to conclude that GR 34 permits a trial court to make
such a finding and nevertheless require such a litigant to pay all or a
portion of those fees and surcharges.

More fundamentally, allowing trial courts to deny fee waivers,

defer payment of fees, or grant only partial waivers after determining that

5 See Letter from Hon. Glenn Phillips, President-Judge, District and Municipal Court
Judges’ Association, to Hon. Charles L. Johnson, Washington Supreme Court (Dec. 8,
2009) (Appendix Tab H) (“The DMCJA believes that requiring a party to pay a portion
of the fee in appropriate cases will help to ensure that the party is serious about
proceeding with the case. ... The DMCIJA feels comfortable in assuming that judges will
be responsible in dec1d1ng whether or not to impose a partial fee-in a case, and that this
change to GR 34 will not impose an undue hardship on partles ).

13



an applicant is indigent would defeat the primary purpose of GR 34 and
render the rule entirely superfluous. As explained above, GR 34’s primary
purpose was to bring uniformity, consistency, and predictability to the fee

waiver process in Washington.®

See Section V(A)(1), supra. That
important purpose simply cannot be achieved if every judge remains free
to make ad hoc determinations regarding each indigent litigant’s ability to
pay. In a(%dition, if GR 34 did, in fact, permit trial courts to exercise such
discretion, the rule’s multi-prong definition of indigent would be
superfluous and ultimately meaningless, as a finding of indigency under
GR 34 would carry no legal consequence.

The Superior Court’s erroneous interpretation of GR 34 has no
support in the rule itself and would wholly undermine the rule’s core
purposes. Accordingly, the Supérior Court’s order that Ms, Jafar pay $50

within 90 days is obvious and probable error.

3. Ms. Jafar Is Entitled To A Complete Fee Waiver Based
On The Court’s Inherent Authority And Due Process.

Discretionary review is appropriate in this case for the additional

and independent reasons that the Superior Court’s Fee Order is both a

S Even opponents of the rule recognized GR 34’s central purpose. See Letter from Ruth
Gordon, Jefferson County Clerk, to Ronald Carpenter, Clerk, Washington Supreme Court
(Apr. 30, 2010) (Appendix Tab I) (opposing GR 34 because it would “directly cut
funding to the courts and the clerks,” but recognizing the proposed rule “seeks to
establish a consistent process and result for indigent parties who seek to bring civil
actions before the court”) (emphasis added).
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clear abuse of the court’s inherent authority and a Violatioq of Ms. Jafar’s
rights under the Fourteenth Amendment’s Due Process Clause.

As explained above (see Section V(A)(1), supra), Washington
courts have the inherent authority and obligati(')n to waive filing-related
fees that would deny an indigent litigant access to the courts to pursue a
good—faifh, non-frivolous claim. See O’Connor, 76 Wn.2d at 603, 606;
Ashley v. Superior Court, 82 Wn.2d 188, 192-93, 509 P.2d 751 (1973)
(directing superior court on remand to waive fees if it found that plaintiffs
were indigent and filed actions in good faith). Moreover, where, as here,
an indigent party must resort to the courts to petition for a change to a
family relationship, Due Process also requires a waiver. See Boddie, 401
U.S. at 382-83 (holding that Due Process Clause requires fee waiver for
indigent litigants in cases involving “the adjustment of a fundamental
human relationship™); Bullock v. Roberts, 84 Wn.2d 101, 104, 524 P.2d
385 (1974).

In its Fee Order, the Superior Court found that Ms, Jafar is, in fact,
indigent. See Fee Order at 1-2. The Superior Court made no finding that
Ms. Jafar’s action is frivolous or brought in bad fa_ith. In the absence of
such findings, the Superior Court was required, by both its inherent

authority and the Due Process Clause, to waive all mandatory fees.

15



B. The Superior Court’s Error Renders Further Proceedings
Useless And Substantially Limits Ms. Jafar’s Freedom To Act.

Ms. Jafar cannot pay the $50 ordered by the Suﬁerior Court, nor
will she have any means to do so before the 90-day deadline imposed by
the Superior Court. Because she is unable make the payments required by
the Superior Court’s Fee Otder, Ms. Jafar faces a very real and immediate
risk that her case will be dismissed for honpayment. See Snohomish
County Fee Waiver Aipplication Packet (Appendix Tab C), at 5 (“If the
Court defers payment of your fees to a later date, make vyour payment as
ordered or your action may be dismissed for nonpayment of these fees.”)
(emphasis added).

Given the likelihood that her case will shortly be dismissed, and
the fact that Ms. Jafar cannot secure a permanent parenting plan for her
young son without payment of the $50 fee, absent discretionary review by

"this Court, the Superior Court’s Fee Order substantially limits Ms. Jafar’s
freedom to act. She will be unable to obtain the necessary change to her
family relationship—a change that requires a judicial resolution, and for
which Ms. Jafar has a constitutional right of access guaranteed by the Due
Process Clause. See Boddie, 401 US at 374. Moreover, unless this Court

immediately reviews and reverses the Superior Court’s Fee Order, any

16 .



further proceedings in Ms. Jafar’s case are obviously useless, because her

case will soon be dismissed for nonpayment.

VI. CONCLUSION

For all of the reasons stated above, and for the reasons stated in her
Statement of Grounds for Discretionary Review, Petitioner Abeda Jafar
respectfully requests that this Court grant direct, discretionary review of
the Superior Court’s Fee Order.

Dated: February 23, 2012.

FENWICK & WEST LLP

By:
' «MBrian D. Buckle¥;, WSBA No. 26423
Bradley T. Meissner, WSBA No. 39592
1191 Second Avenue, 10" Floor
Seattle, WA 98101
Phone: 206.389.4521
Fax: 206.389.4511
Email: bbuckley@fenwick.com
bmeissner@fenwick.com

Janet Chung, WSBA 28535
LEGAL VOICE

907 Pine Street, Suite 500
Seattle, WA 98101-1818

Phone: 206.682.9552

Fax: 206.682.9556

Email: jchung@LegalVoice.org

Attorneys for Petitioner Abeda Jafar
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Superior Court of Washington
In and For Snohomish County

Hlbedo. _Todar CauseNo.'lz 3 00284 5

(Insert Pelitioner's/Piaintif's Name Above)

Petiti [Plaintiff, . -
y onerFaint Order Re Waiver of Civil Filing Fees
and Surcharges
Insert Respondent b efendant's Name Above) [ 1Granted (ORPRFP)

Respondent/Defendant. | [ ] Denied (ORDYMT)
{X] Clerk's Action Required 3.1

. Basis

The court received the motion to waive filing fees and surcharges filed by or on bahalf of the
[ ]pstitioner/plaintiff [ ] respondent/defendant.

The filing for most Clvil and Probate cases Is $230, which Includes a $200 filing fee and a $30
Judiclal Stabilizatlon surcharge, pursuant to RCW 3.18.020.

The filing fee for most Domestic and Family Law cases is $280, which includes a $200 filing fee,
a $20 facilitator surcharge, a $30 domaestic violence surcharge, and a $30 Judiclal Stabilization
surcharge, pursuant to RCWs 3.18.016 and 3.18.020.

Il. Findings

The Court reviewed the motion and supporting declaration(s). Based on the declaration(s) and
any relevant records and files, the Court finds:

2.4 Y(L The moving party Is indigent based on the following: He or she:

[] is represented by a qualified legal ald provider that screened and found
the applicant eligible for free civil legal aid services; and/or

[] receives benefits from one or more needs-based, means-tested
assistance programs; and/or

[>< has household income at or below 126% of the federal poverty guideling;
and/or

SA\FORMSWFCOURTSERVICES\FAMILY LAWIDOMESTIC\GR 34_0500 Order Re Fee Walver_Snoh Co_.Docx, WPF GR 34,0500
{2/2011) - GR 34 Page 10f3




(]

has household income above 1256% of the federal poverty guideline but
cannot meet basic housshold living expenses and pay the fees and/or
surcharges; and/or

other:

22 [1 The moving patty is not indigent.

23 [] Other:

k. Order

Based on the findings the court orders;

3.1 {1 The motion is granted, and

(]

._.,_.
[OSIPRUNEPIN, )

[}
(]

(1
[]

PN

~At filing fees the payment of which is a ¢ondition
precedent to the moving party's abillity to secure access to judicial relief
are walved,

The $200 flling fee shall be paid within days of entry of this order
The $200 filing fee may be temporarlly walved and shall be pald prior to
entry of any final order '

Are waived subject to later court review

The $20 facilitator surcharge shali be paid within days of entry of
this order : :

The $20 facilitator surcharge may be temporarily walved and shall be pald
prior to entry of any final order

Are waived subject to later court review

The $30 DV fee shall be paid within days of entry of this order
The $30 DV fee may be temporarily waived and shall be paid prior to
entry of any final order

Are waived subject to later court review

~ The $30 Judicial Stabilization surcharge shall be paid within 2@_ days of

entry of this order

The $30 Judicial Stabllization surcharge may be temporarily waived and
shall be paid prior to entry of any final order

Are waived subject to later court review

other:

SNFORMSYFCOURTSERVICESWFAMILY LAMDOMESTIC\GR 34_0500 Order Re Fee Walver_Snoh Co_.Docx, WPF GR 34,0500

(2/2011) -~ GR 34

Page 2 of 3




3.2
3.3

[1] The motion is denied.

If there is a material change in financial circumstances, the ruling can be revisited by the
court or the moving party.

If the motion was granted and the court, upon review, later finds that either the petitioner
or another responsible party to this proceeding has sufficient resources to pay the
waived filing fees or surcharges, the Court may modify this order and require the moving

party or another party to pay the filing fees and/or surcharges that have been waived by
this order.

Itis hereby ordered that this case shall be dismissed, without further order of the court,
(date) If any of the above feas have not been_pald as ordered

JAN-4A yAYA

JuggerCommissioner

Qm} 7?‘y ’@ LawyerNVSBA No.
Q

Print or Type Name Date

S\FORMS\FCOURTSERVICES\FAMILY LAW\DOMESTIC\GR 34_0500 Order Re Fee Waiver_Snoh Co_.Docx, WPF GR 34.0500

(2/2011) -

GRM Pago 3of 3
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Superior Court of Washington
In and For Snohomish County

g\‘)cﬁf/‘u_, Sa%r- Cause No. 12 3 00 284 , 5
(insert Petilioner's/Plaintiff's Name Above)

Petitioner/Plaintiff, | Motion and Declaration For Walver of

SR M - | Clvil Filing Fees and Surcharges
\Alﬂimn____[)%@sﬂ@b_ (MTAF)
(Insert Respondent's/ dant's Nama Above)

Respondent/Defendant.

_ l. Motion
1.1 | am the [)(] petitioner/plaintiff [ ] respondent/defendant in this action.
1.2 | am asking for a waiver of all filing fees ana surcharges.
Il, Basis for Motion

24, GR 34 allows the court to waive “filing fees or surcharges the payment of which isa
condition precedent to a litigant's abllity to secure cess 1o judicial relief” for g person

who is indigent. As outlined below, | am indiggnt, ///

Dated: QJ: l[) l;D\ P
Signaturé Wg f’arly
JQ Pecla. Sadow

Print or Type Name

lil. Declaration
| declare that,
3.1 I cannot afford to meet my necessary household living expenses and pay the filing fees

and surcharges imposed by the court. Please see the attached Flnancial Statement,
which | incorporate as part of this _declaration.

SIAFORMS\FCUSTSERVFINANCEWACCOUNTIWAIVE FILING FEE PACKET\GR 34_0100 Party MTAF Filing Fee Waiver_Snoh
Co.Docx - WPF GR 34,0100(2/2011) GR 34 Page 1 of 2




3.2 In addition to the information in the financial statement | would like the court to consider

the following: ,

& oy dgKine Yo hgoe mu fee woauey vecawn.e
o+ fo G4 rmA Aﬁ‘fm.ow (214N danA.M

e ud N T [TE75 dp&mM on ﬁm«/%ln rg.
A _am__an__TRME naw, oot /n,,ue_ (‘Lu(/klw

O Saiys T ol bk g1 4 ey N,
%wl/uk— n&u) pas e h\o{ﬂ Ane, Wde Caaq
(gﬁg, ZZ’_\a,gk(g; Du_ <o l}\eraj Mc‘,{h g

{] (Check if applies.) | flled this motion by mail. | enclosed a self-addressed stamped
envelope with the motion so that | can recelve a copy of the order once it is signed.

| dectare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the foregoing is
true and corract.

Signed t (city) l_.(‘j Y\ [m@ﬂ( (state) b‘//g' on (date) /@\! 9} é’"l C;Z

Abeoda &) AFmiC
Print or Type Name -

SAFORMS\FCUSTSERVFINANCEWFACCOUNTIWAIVE FILING FEE PACKET\GR 34_0100 Party MTAF-Filing Fee Waiver_Snoh
Co.Docx - WPF GR 34.0100(2/2011) GR 34 Page 2 of 2




" Case Name:

Case Number:

Financial Statement (Attachment)

1. Mynameis: (A=A

oo

2. Y2 | provide support to people who live with me: How many? 27 Age(s) D, |

3. My Monthly Income:

6. My Monthly Household Expenses:

Employed: Full time [l Part time 0 Unemployed JXI

Rent/Mortgage: s J .gem?omm i}

Employer's Name:

Housing/rent provided by other party {8 check if ye§

Dates of employment (foffrom): Food/Household Supplies:  |$ ¢y
Gross pay/month (salary or hourly pay): |$ Utilities (include cell phone); |$
Take home pay per month: $ Transportation; $  pine?
4. Other Sources of Income Per Month in my Ordered Maintenance $ -
Household: actually paid; —a
Source: $ .|Ordered Child Support paid: |$ <
Source: $ Clothing: 8 6000
Source: $ Child Care: L e
Source: $ Education Expenses: $ &>
Sub-Total: | $ Insurance {car, health), $ >
| receive food stamps. Medical Expenses: $ &>
yll recelve 881, SSD, GAU, AFDC, TANF or other -
Qovernment assistance: $_ 2 &5 /month Otherdw%%;n $  erme®
e " ¥
Total Income, lines 3 (take _ Sub-'ﬁ)tal: $ Qo
home pay) and 4; $ I&5 J@D
5. My Household Assets: 7. My Other Monthly Household Expenses:
‘I Cash on hand: $ & $
Checking Account Balance: § &2 $
Savings Account Balance: 5 3
Auto #1 (Value less loan). $ &> $
Make/model: )
Auto #2 (Value less loan): l$ o Sub-Total: | $ £
Make/model:
Home (Value less mortgage):  |$ LD~ 8. My Other Debts with Monthly Payments:
Other: $ $ Imo
Other; $ $ imo
Other: $ $ Imo
Other: $ $ Imo
Other: $ Sub-Total: | $
, Total Household Expengps
Total Household Assets:|$ .‘9/ and Debts, lines G‘j?h/? $ ﬂ,@

Datey) — 07~ [ A

Signature;

SA\FORMS\FCUSTSERVFINANCE\FACCOUNT\WAIVE FILING FEE F;ACKET\GR 34,0300 €
: Page 10f 1

WPF GR 34,0300 (2/2011) GR 34
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12/15/1% ABBDA R JAFAR 10:000242 Saeqy 00001143 Paga: 0L of 11 '
BELLINGHAM CSO Washington State I
+ POBOX 11699 Department of Social
TACOMA WA 98411-6699 ‘& gaeallh Services
Phone #
TTY/TDD # 360-714-4024
N Toll Free # 877-501-2233
12715/11

, Client 1D # 002474988
ABEDA.R JAFAR :

#E107
4807 180TH ST SW
LYNNWOOD WA 98037-3661

Dear ABEDA R JAFAR

You will teceive the following benefits:

. Begin Date End Date
Cash -Temporary Assistance for Needy 12/15/11 . 11730112
. Families/State Family Assistance (TANF/SFA) \
Food Assistance 12/15/11 11/30/12
First Issua‘hce . Sec%li lssqance ... Future Issuances ‘
- .-._.,_4.4_,._.0‘.._.... PR Al _‘; ,‘c\\-«'--.--‘-v—...... --m . .«_-_.,‘1..&__‘ w
Cash ‘Assistance $211 .00 $385.00 S385,00 .
Food Assistance -$195.00 $367.00 $367.00 - . I

~

Your cash benefit will be available on day 1 of each month.,

Your food béneﬁt will be available on day 7 of each month, -

We will add your benefits to an Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) account,

We looked at all DSHS medical programs.

The following people will receive Categorically Needy (CN) Medical.
Assistance Unit # Begin Date  End Date

Family Medical 020172586 12/01/11 11/30/12

ABEDA R JAFAR ’

AYDEN A WEBB

Your benefits may include a Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) cash

]33)’?&[;118 an annual payment of $1.00 put into your EBT account,

*  This payment allows us to use the highest utility deduction for food benefits.
*  If you want to know more, call (877-501-2233).

0002-01 Approval Letter Client ID# 002474988
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WHAT TO DO IF.YOU
CANNOT PAY THE
FILING FEE ‘

I | (See back for deta;iils)

H Y * Getting a Fee Waiver

= WASHINGTON

, | Sonya Kraski
Snohomish County Superior Court Clerk
- MS$ 6035, 3000 Rockefeller Avenue
Everett, WA 98201

(425) 388-3466

Updated: -$/20/2011

” “ Snohomish Count
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&

Self-Help Center
,, L #0
HOW TO GET THE FILING FEE WAIVED
RCIWV 36.18.022
CHECKLIST
Use the forme and instructions in this packet only if the following factors apply
to your situation;
* You want to file a Petition or a new case under RCW Chapter 26 (Domestic
Relations).
OR - |
o You want to file a civil law suit or a counterclaim, cross-claim ot thitd-
party claim in a-civil action
OR
“*  You want to file a probate or estate action
AND

* You would like to request the court waive or defer those filing fees based
on your current financial situation.

Types of cases and related filing fees include but are not limited to the following:

Dissolutior of Martiage $280.00
Legal Separation _ © o $280.00
Invalldlty of Marrlage . $280.00
Domestic Partnership ' $280.00
Establishment of Parentage - $250,00
Nonparental Custody - $250,00
Modification (Out of County) $250,00
Adoption $250.00
Civil Action $230.00
Hstate/ Probate ‘ $230.00
Unlawful Detainer $75.00/ $187.00

Modification of Child Support (Snohomish County Order) $56.00
Modification/ Adjustment of Custody Decree/

Parenﬁng Plan (Sriohomish County Order) $56.00
Ex Parte (“mail-in”) fee $30.00

READ ME; It is very important for you to know. that when you sign a court document, you may be helping
ox hurting your court case, Before you sign any courh document or getinvolved with 4 court case, it is
important that you carefully read the document to make sure you are doing the right thing. You may also
wan to contact a lawyer for legal advice and help with those issues you-do not understand. The
Snichdmish C:oumy Bar Association has « list of local attoxneys who can give you légal advice and who can
help you o a task-by-tagk basis for a fee. If you need help with the forms, procedures and rules of the
conrt; there is a Family Law Facilitator available to nssist you.

& \FORM&\FCUSTSERVFINANOE\FACCOUNT\WAIVE FILING FEE PAGKET\Pac:k&t 10_Instructions.Dotx, 5/20/2011
Page 2 of 8
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INSTRUCTIONS

There are fees and surcharges required for filing a new case, If you cannot pay the fees
right now; or if your current financial situation makes it difficult for you to-pay the fees
now or later, you can ask the Court to waive the fees or to allow you to file your case

. without paying a fﬂmg fee. To make this request, you need to fill out a motion and
order requesting waiver of the fees and surcharges and presenit it to a Court
Commissioner for approval. Do this AFTER you have completed your petition and
other papers, but BEFORE filing or attempting to file your paperwork. The Coutt may
waive all or part of the fees, may require you to pay all or part of the fees within a certain
amount of time, or may temporarily waive the fees subject to later court review,

[F YOU ARE REPRESENTING YOURSHILF, £ill out the fo]lowmg documients from this
packet, see msb:ucﬂons on the following page:

» Motion and Declaration For Waiver of Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges (MTAF)
> Financial Statement (Attachment)
> Order Re Waivér of Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges

IE YOU HAVE BEEN SCREENED_ BY A QUALIFIED LEGAL SERY CE PROVIDER

SERVICES, v your attorney fill out the following docurments from this packet , see
instructions on the following page:

> Motionand Declaration For Waiver of Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges (QLSP
Filing)

> Order Re Waiver of Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges

8: \FOHMS\FCUSTSERVF!NANCE\FACGOUNT\WAIVE FILING FEE PACKET\Packeat 10_ Instrucﬁons D, 5/20/2011
Pﬁge 3ois
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HO_W- TO FILL OUT THE FORMS

Complete the caption. Insert the partes” riames and a cattge mamber if you have one.

* Paragraph1l ~ Check if you are the petitioner/ plaintiff or respondent/ defendant.

Paragraph 2.1 Insert the date, sigh and print your name where indicated,

Paragraph 3.2 . Add any information that you would like the court to consider in

addition to the financial statement attachment which you will be
completing and including with your motion.

Check if you are submitting your motion by mail. See the instructons at the end of this

packet for submitting your motion by mail,

Fill in the ¢ity, state, and date that you sigried the motion, Sign where indicated and
print or type in your name where requested.

FINANCIATL STATEMENT:

The Coutt reviews this docus document to determine whether or not to waive all or part of
your filing fee. Complete all the blanks. If something does not apply to your situation,
write “N/A.” I you do not know the answer, write “Unknown,” Date and sign at the
bottom. Staple this statement to the Motion and Declaration for Waiver of Civil Filing
Pees and Surcharges (MTAF).

ORDER RE WAIVER OF CIVIL FILING FEES AND SURCHARGES:
Complete the captxon Insert the parties names and acause number if you have one.

- Insection I. Basis, check if you are the pétitioner/ plaintiff or respondent/ defendant.

On page 3, sign and print your name where it says “Presented by”. If you are working
with a QLSP, your lawyer should sign where it says “Presented by”. The Court will fill
out the rest of the order based upon its findings.

MOTION AND DECLARATION FOR WAIVER OF CIVIL FILING FEES AND
SURCHARGES {QLSP Fﬂing)
This form should only be used if you have been screened by a qualified legal service
provider (QLSF) , have been founcd eligible for free civil legal aid services and aze
represented by a free lega) ajd attorney.

‘Have your attorney fill out, sign and submit the motion, declaration and oxder.

& \FORM$\FCU5TSERVFINANCE\FACCOUNT\WAIVE FILING FEE F'AC-KET\Packet 10 lnsm.uztlanﬁ Dock, H20/2011
Page 4 0of b
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FINALIZING YOUR REQUEST

Remove the applicable documents from the instruction packet. Assemble and staple all
documents individually. The Financial Statement, if needed, should be stapled to the
Motion and Declaration for Waiver of Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges (MTAF).

You may submit your motion either in person or by mail.
Whether you are presenting your motion in person or by mail, you must have

completely filled out your summons and petition or complaint and otherwise be ready
to file your lawsuit,

You may present your motion and order onan Ex Parte basis, in the Ex Parte courtroom
at the courthouse, Department A on the 1¢t floor, The hours are Monday - Friday from
9:00.a.m. ~ 10:30 a.m, and 1:00 pan. - 4:00 poe. The 9:00 - 10:30 am. Himeframe is
attorney priority which means that attorneys will be called first, and if there ate a lot of
attorneys, you may be asked to come back at 1:00 p.m..

Bring with you to court the motlon/ declaration to waive fees with the attachument, the
order waiving the fee, and your completed sumrnons and petition or cmmplamt

. Sign in on the clipboard at the clevk’s desk and be seated. When your name is called, go
to the bench and hand the clerk your documents with a brief explanation to the Couirt of
why you are there.

If the Couxt signs your order, you will take your documents directly to the Clerk’s Office
on the 204 floor (room M206) to file. Please be sure to carefully read and understand the
terms contained in your order.

If the Court denies your request or requires that you pay a porhan of your fee at fﬂmg,
you will have to pay those fees when you file your papers.

If the Court defers payment of your fees to a later date, make your payment as ordered
or your action. :may be dismissed for nonpayment of these fees.

Sometimes the Court may waive the fees at filing, but may order a review your financial
situation before final orders are entered. If the Court later finds that you can afford to
pay the fee, you will be directed to do so prior to entry of any final orders. Please be
prepared to address any changes that may occur in your financial situation.

Be sure to review the court order caxefully so you understand what is required of you.
Noncompliance may result in dismissal of your action.

S:\FORMS\FCUST$&RVF!NANCE\FACCOUNT\WANE FILING FEE PACKET\Packet 10_Instrlictions.Dock, 5/20/2071
Page 5 of &
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' TO SUBMIT YOUR MOTION BY MAIL:

Send your ex partemai_l‘re@est to: Snohomish County Clerk’s Office

3000 Rockefeller Ave, MS 605
Everett, WA 98201

You must include all of the following. Failure to provide any of the following will result
in return/rejection.of yout submission. If you do not provide a self-addressed stamped
envelope with your submission, your paperwork will not be mailed back to you,

> Original Motion and Declaration for Waiver of Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges
> Original Financial Statement (if required)

» Original Order Re Waiver of Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges

> A ggpx of your conapleted summoris and petition or complaint

> A self-addressed stamped envelope (postage paid)

The original Order Re Waiver of Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges with the Court’s
decision on your request will be returned to you. Be advised that it can take 7 to 10
business days to complete your request upon receipt by our mail ex parte department.

Once you receive the order granting the waiver of your filing fees, you may proceed
with filing your action. Be sure to bring this order wx’ch you when you go to the Clerk’s
Offi(:e to file your action. :

If the Comt denies your request or requires that you pay a portion of your fee at filing,
you will have to pay those fees when you file your papers.

If the Court defers payment of your fees to a later date, meke your payment as ordered
or your action may be dismissed for nonpayment of these fees,

Sometimes the Court may waive the fees at filing, but may order a review your financial
situation before final orders are entered. If the Court later finds that you can afford to
pay the fee, you will be directed to do so prior to entry of any final orders. Please be
prepared to address any chatiges that may ocetr'in your financial situation.

Be sure to xeview the court order carefully so you understand what is required, of you.
Noncompliance may result in dismissal of your action.

&1 \FORMS\FCUSTEERVFlNANCE\FACCOUN‘I‘\WNVE FILING FEE PAGKET\Packat 10 lnstructmns Dogx, 52002014
Page Gof g
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Superior Court of Washington
In and For Snohomish County

-Cause No,

(lnsert Peﬁﬁon&«’sl?lamhﬁ‘s Name Above) i ) .
PetinonerlPlamtiff Motion and Declaration For Waiver of

vS. - Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges
: iﬁ (MTAF)

Gingert Respondem sloefendanrs Name Abowey

Respondantloafendant

L Motion
1.1 | am the [ ] petitioner/plaintiff [ ] respondent/dafendant in this action.
12 lam asking for a waiver of all filing fees an& surcharges.
Il. Basis for Motion
21, GR 34 allows the oourt to waive “filing fees or surcharges the payment of which is a

condition precedent to a Itigant's ability to secure access 1o judicial refief” for a person
who Is indigent. As outlined balow, | am indigent.

K

Dated: . S _
‘Signature of Reguasting Party
Brint or "i'ypa Name
li. Peclaration
| declare that,
3.1 I cannot afford to meet my necessary household living expenses and pay the filing fees

and slireharges Iimposed by the court. Please sea the: attachad Financlal Statement,
which | incorporate as part of this declaration.

SA\FORMS\FCUSTSERVEINANCE\FACCOUNT\WAIVE FILING FEE PACKET\GR 34,0100 Party MTAF Fling Fee Waiver_Snoh
Co.Doox - WPF G 34.0100(2/2011) GR 34 Page 1 of2
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3.2 In addition to the infarmatibn inthe ’finaﬁcial.s’ra’tement-! would like the court to consider
-~ the following:

[1 (Checkif applies.) Ifiled this motion by mail. 1enclosed a self-addressed stamped
envelope with the motion so that | can receive a copy of the order once itis signed.

I declare-under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washingten that the foregoing is
true and correct.

“Signed at (city) ... . ((state) .. on(date)

Signaiiure " ‘ - Print or'Type‘Néme

i i#

e

$:\FORMS\FCUSTSERVFINANCEWFACCOUNTWAIVE FILING FEE PACKET\GR 34_0100 Party MTAF Filng Fea Weiver Snof
Co.Doox - WPF GR 34.0100(2/2011) GR 34 Page 2 of 2
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#

Case Number: _

PAGE  18/15

Case Name: __

Fmanclal Statement (Aftachmant) .
» *’t Myﬁameis' s »
12. 01 provide stipport to peOple: who !We wlth me’:‘ :
3. My Monthly | Income: "
Employed : Full time O Part fime time o Unemployed D IRent/Mortgage,
v Emp]oyers Name: .
Dates of employment (foffrom). Food/Houzehold Supplias : Ts
Gmss paYﬁﬁanth (ambary or hourly pay) $ h
Take home pay per month: 1% ! Tranaportation' - "$
* 14, Other Sources of Income Per Month inmy Ordered Mamtanance $
L Household s o - actually pald: i3
Source: B Jordered Child Suppon paid: |$
Source: | & ICIothmg 1%
— s lChild S .
Source: | . 5 Education Expensess $
Sub-Total: 1§ ‘ lnsurancea {car, haalth) $
|0 I receive food stamps. | “IMedical Expenses: s I
AL T receive 551, SSD, GAU, AFDC, TANF or other - | o ek ;
|govemnment assistance: $ Imonth 3;9*”91“_' ..... e |
I Total Income, lines 8 (take'l $ ’ ' Sub-Total:|$
home pay) and 4. : .
5 My Household A___sg._ets ~ }7. My Other Monthly Household Expenses:
|Cashonhand: $ ‘ 8
| Checking Account Balance: 1§ s
|savings Account Balance:  |$ 1 s
JAuto #1 (Value less loan); $ l ' 3
| Moke/mods/: ) ’ e
f, Auto #2 (Value less loan); $ " Gub-Total:|$
“IMake/model: L i : - L
{Home (Value less mortgage) s . 8My Other Debts with Monthly Payments: »
[oes s | — s mo ]
Other: . 1% $ /mo
fother: $ . 1 $. mo |
{Other: “Is s “imo
_LOther s o swal $
’ Total Hnusehold Assets:|$ ‘A ;:?;D:;;f"::f:: GE’;W‘; poad b
{Date: = ESignature ,,,,,,,,, . ]

SFORMS\FCUSTSERVEINANCEWACCOUNTWAIVE FILING FEE PACKETIGR 34, 0300 Financial Statement_Snoh Co.Docy,

WPF GR,.34,0800 (2/2011) GR 3¢ Page 1-of 1:

»
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Superior Court of Washington
in and For Snohomrsh County

: Cause No,

et PalTanar /P Iamifts Name Above)
Qe pﬁﬁ,og@p‘mmﬁ Motion and Declaration For Waiver of

V. { Civil Filing Fees and Surcharges
| | (QLSP Filing)
e (l'htsért Respondam'slbefendant’s Name Above) (MTAF)

RespondenVDefendant

l Motion

On behall of the | ] petitioner/plaintiff [ ] raspondent/defendant | am askmg for a waiver of all
filing fees and surcharges.

I base this motion on GR 34(a) and the declaration, below.

Rated: .

Sigrature of Cawyer WSBA No.

5riﬁt uo‘r Type Namé
il. Declaration
| declare that,

21 lrepresent the [ | petitioner/plaintiff [ | respondent/defendant,

2.2 lamanattorney workingwith . , which ls:a Qualified
Legal Services Provider (QLSP) as defined by the Washmgton State Bar Assoclation in
APR 8(e)(2).

SAFORMS\FCUSTSERVFINANCEIFACCOUNTWAIVE FILING FEE PACKET\GR 34, (200 OLSP MTAF Filing Fae Walver_Snoh
Co.Doox, WPF GR 34.0200 (2/2011) - GR 34 Page 1 of2
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2.3 Lam working with the QLSP as an:

[ ] attormey employed by the QLSP, o |
[ ] attorney working in conjunction with the QLSP.

24  The QLSP screened the | Jpetitioner/plaintiff [ ] respondent/defendant and found the
litigant eligible for free civil legal ald services.

[1] (Check if applies.) | filéd this motion by mail. | enclosed a self-addressed stamped
envelope for timely return of a conformed copy of the order,

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the foregaing is
true and correct,

Signed at (oity) ... _afstate) . on(date),

Signature of Lawyar WSBA No, ‘Print or Type Nama,

BAFORMS\FOUSTSERVEINANCE\FACCOUNTWAIVE FILING FEE PACKET\GR 34, 0200 QLSP MTAR Flling Fas Walver_Snoh
CoDoax, WPF GR 34,0200 (212011) — GR 34 Page 2 of 2
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Superior Court of Washington
In and For Snohomish County
A (lnsevt ?eﬁhuue&r‘afﬁ!&fnﬁff’s Name Ahmm}  Cause No. (
i lainti . i
V. Fet tlcner/P sintit, Order Re Waiver of Civil Filing Fess
and Surcharges

T eeR RRSpoRGenCeIDUTndantS Nams AbGVE) [ ] Granted (ORPRFP)

RespondantlDefendant [ 1 Denied (ORDYMT)

X Clerk:’s Action R‘,, uired 3.1

l. Basis

The court recelved the motion to walve filing fees and surcharges filed by or on behalf of the
[ ] petitioner/plaintiff [ | respondent/defendant,

The filing for most Civil and Probate cases is $230, which includes a $200 filing fee and a $30
Judicial Stabilization surcharge, pursuant to: RCW 3.18.020.

. The filing fee for mast Domestic and Family Law cases Is $280, which includes a $200 filing fee,
a §20 facilitator surcharge, a $30 domastic violence surcharge, and a $30 Judicial Stabilization
surcharge, pursuant to RCWs 3.18.016 and 3.18.020. :

ll. Findings

e

The Court reviewed the motion and supporting declaration(s). Based on the declaration(s) and
any relevant records and flles, the Court finds:

2.4 [] The moving party Is indigent based on the following: He or she:

[1 Isrepresented by a qualified legal aid provider that screenad and found
the applicant eligible for free civil legal aid services; and/or

[} receives benefits from one or more needs-based, means-iested -
assistance programs; and/or

[] has household income at or below 125% c:f the federal poverty guideline;
and/or

SAFORMS\FCUSTSERVEINANCE\FAGCOUNTWAIVE FILING FEE PAGKE‘!\GR 34_0500 Order Re Fas Waiver_Snoh Co_Docy,
WPE GR 34.0500 (2/2011) ~ GR 34 Paga1of 3
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[1 has household income above: 126% of the federal poverty guideline but
cannot meet basic household living expenses and pay the fees and/or
surcharges; and/or :

[V other i

22 []  Thetoving party Is not indigent.
23 [] Other

!i'l Ol‘der
. Based on the findings the court orders:
3.1 {1 The motion is granted, and

[1  Alfiing fees and surcharges the payment of which is a sondition
precedent to the moving party's ability to secure access to judicial relief
are waived.

. The $20 days of entry of this order
The $200 ﬁhng fee may be tempararily waived and shall be paid prior to
entry of any final order:
[] Are-walved subject to later court review

[ ]  The $20 facilitator surcharge shall be paid within
" this order

i1 The $20 facilitator surcharge may be: temporarﬂy waived and shall be paid .
- priorto entry of any final order

[1  Arewaived subject to later court review

days of entry of

[] The $30 DV fee shall be paid within days of entry of this order

(] The $30 DV fee may be ternporarily waived and shall be paid prior to
entry of any final order

[] Are waived subject fo later court review

[1 The$30 Judicial Stabilization surcharge shall be paid within
entry of this order

[] The $30 Judicial Stabi!ization surcharge may be temporarily waived and
shall be paid prior to entry of any final order

[1 Are waived subject 1o later court review

days of

[1 other ___

SAFORMS\FCUSTSERVFINANCE\FACCOUNTIWAIVE FILING FEE PACKET\GR 340500 Order Re Fee Wawer Snoh Go_ Dngx,
WEF GR 34.0500 (2/2011) ~ GR 34 Paga 2 of 3
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32 11 The mation is denied.

3.3 Ifthereis a material change in financial circumstarices, the ruling can be revisited by the
court or the moving party,

If the motion was granted and the court, upon review, later finds that elther the petitioner
or'another respansible: party fo this proceeding has sufficient resources to pay the

waived filing fees or surcharges, the Court may modify this order and require the maving
party or another party to pay the filing fees and/or surcharges that have been waived by

this order..

B4 Wis heraby ordered that this case shall be dismissed, without further order of the court,
on —_— tdate) if any of the above fees have not been paid as ordered
Dated: _ o v

Judge]Commzssuoner
Presented by:

Signaturs of Parly or Lawyer/WSBA No.

“Print or Type Name " Date

SAFORMS\FCUSTSERVEINANCEIFACCOUNTWAIVE FILING FEE PACKET\GR 340500 Order Re Fes Waiver Snoh Co_Dook,
WPF GR 34.0500 (2/2011)- QR 3¢ Page3old
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SONYA KRASKI
COUNTY CLERK

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

FOR SNOHOMISH COUNTY
ABEDA JAFAR, No. 123 00284 5
' Petitioner, NOTICE OF DISCRETIONARY
REVIEW TO WASHINGTON
v, SUPREME COURT
' WILLIAM DOUGLASS WEBB, (Clerk’s Action Required)
Respondent.
TO: THE CLERK OF THE COURT

AND TO: RESPONDENT WILLIAM DOUGLASS WEBB, THROUGH COUNSEL

Petitioner Abeda Jafar, through undersigned counsel, seeks discretionary review by the
Washington Supreme Court of this Court’s Jahuaxy 11, 2012 Order Re Waiver of Civil Filing

Fees and Surcharges [Dkt. No. 10]. A copy of the decision is attached to this Notice as

Exhibit A. -
NOTICE OF DISCRETIONARY REVIEW TO FENWICK & WEST LLP
WASHINGTON SUPREME COURT -1 1191 SECOND AVENUE, 10™ FLOOR
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98101
telephone (206) 3894510

FACE SHEET g@ﬁ:@y : facsimile (206) 389-4511
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OTICE OF DISCRETIONARY REVIEW TO
ASHINGTON SUPREME COURT — 2

DATED this 9th day of February, 2012,
FENWICK & WEST LLP

By: Z\’/ Z

¢7 BrianD. B

ey, WSBA No

Bradley T. Meissner, WSBA

1191 Second Avenue

10® Floor

Seattle, WA 98101

Phone; 206-389-4521 (

Fax: 206-389-4511

Email: bbuckley@fenwick.c
bmeissner@fenwick.c

Janet Chung, WSBA 28535
LEGAL VOICE

007 Pine Street, Suite 500
Seattle, WA 98101-1818
Phone: 206-682-9552

Fax: 206-682-9556

Email: jchung@ILegalVoice.

Attorneys for Petitioner Abe,

. 26423
No. 39592

org

da Jafar

FENWICK & WESTLLP

SEAFTLE, WASHINGTON*S8101
telephone (206) 389-4510

fapsimile (206) 389-4511

1181 FOND AVENUE, 10™ FLOOR




EXHIBIT A




HINdy
ALIZJBN 1T PH 2

INRARIORRL |

Superior Court of Washington
In and For Snoho ,ish County

[0, SN qr

{Insert Pelilloner's/Plalatff's Name Above) Cause No. 1 2 3
Petitioner/Plaintiff,

Vs, Order Re Waiver of C

and Surcharges

[ ] Granted (ORPRFP)

[ 1 Denied (ORDYMT)
[X] Clerk’s Action Red

afendant's Name Above)
Respondent/Defendant.

Tinsert Respondent

ASH

—— .,

22

00284 5

ivil Filing Fees

uired 3.1

I. Basis

The court recelved the motion to walve filing fees and surcharges filed by or
[ 1 petitioner/plaintiff [ ] respondent/defendant.

on behalf of the

The filing for most Civil and F’rc;bate cases is $230, which includes a $200 fi
Judicial Stabilization surcharge, pursuant to RCW 3.18.020.

ing fee and a $30

The fillng fee for most Domestic and Family Law cases is $280, which includes a $200 filing fee,

a $20 facllitator surcharge, a $30 domestic violence surcharge, and a$30J
surcharge, pursuant to RCWs 3.18.016 and 3.18.020.

ll. Findings

dicial Stabilization

The Court reviewed the motion and supporting declaration(s). Based on the declaratlon(s) and

any relevant records and files, the Court finds:
2.1 “The moving party is indigent based on the following: He ors

[] is represented by a qualified legal aid provider that s
the applicant sligible for free civil legal aid services; a

Lle:

reenad and found
nd/or

(] receives benefits from one or more needs-based, me#ns—tested

assistance programs; and/or

[>< has household income at or below 125% of the federal poverty guideline;

and/or

SHWFORMS\WWCOURTSERVICESIFAMILY LAWIDOMESTIC\GR 34_0600 Order Re Fee Walver r_Snoh Co_,
{2/2014)-GR M4 Page 10f 3

Docx, WPF GR 34.0500




(]

(]

has household Income above 125% of the federal po
cannot mest basic household living expenses and pa
surcharges; and/or

other:

erty guideline but
y the fees and/or

22 [] The moving party s not indigent.

23 [] Other:

lil, Order
Based on the findings the court orders:
31 [] The motion is granted, and )
| >0
[1 it filing feos the payment of which i

]
[
[
A
[
[

8! \FORMS\FCOURTSERVICES\FAMILY LAWADOMESTIC\GR 34_0500 Ordel Re Fee Walver_Snoh Co

(2/2011) ~ GR 34

a condition

precedent to the movlng party s ability to secure accass to judicial relief

are waived,

The $200 filing fee shall be paid within
The $200 filing fee may be temporarily walved and s
entry of any final order

Are walved subject to later court review

The $20 facliitator surcharge shall be pald within
this order

The $20 facilitator surcharge may be temporaruy wat
prior to entry of any final order

Are waived subject to later court review

days of lentry of this order

all be paid prior to

»
gﬂays of entry of
(ed and shall be pald

The $30 DV fee shall be paid within ______days of ar]try of this order

The $30 DV fee may be temporarily waived and shal
entry of any final order
Are walved subject to later court review

entry of this order
The $30 Judicial Stabilization surcharge may be tem;
-shall be paid prior to entry of any final order
Are walved subject to later court review

other:

be paid prior to

. Tha $30 Judicial Stabilization surcharge shall be paid within EQ days of

Borarily waived and

Page 201 3

| Docx, WPF GR 34.0500




32 [} The motion is denied.

3.3 If there Is a materlal change in financlal circumstances, the ruling can be revisited by the
court or the moving party.

If the motion was granted and the court, upon review, later finds that|either the petitioner
or another responsible party to this proceeding has sufficient resourges to pay the

waived filing fees or surcharges, the Court may modify this order and require the moving
party or another party to pay the filing fees and/or surcharges that hgve been waived by
this order,

3.4  ltis hereby ordered that this case shal| be dismissed, without furtherjorder of the court,
on (date) if any of the above fees have not been pgid as ordered

N-{-1 2042
. JugmertCommissioner
VAL
r l.awyer/WSBA No

Frint or'Typ'e Jame

S:\FORMS\FCOURTSERVICES\FAMILY LAMDOMESTIC\GR 34_0500 drder Re Fee Waiv;ar_Sn’oh Co_Docx, WPF GR 34.0500
(2/2011) - GR 34 Page 3of 3
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Washington State Courts - Court Rules

) ’7)

Search | Site Map | %42 eService Center

GR 34 - Waiver of Court and Clerk's Fees and Charges in Civil Matters on the Basis of
Indigency .

Comments for GR 34 must be received no later than April 30, 2010.

e Proposed New Rule GR 34 - Waiver of Court and Clerk's Fees and Charges in Civil
Matters on the Basis of Indigency (in Word Format)

o Comments Received for GR 34 -~ Waiver of Court and Clerk's Fees and Charges in
Civil Matters on the Basis of Indigency

GR 9 COVER SHEET
Suggested Amendment
‘GENERAL RULES (GR)

GR 34 - Waiver of Court and Clerk's Fees and Charges in Civil Matters
(New Rule; revised December 2008)

Submitted by the Board of Governors of the Washington State Bar Association

Purpose: An initial version of this suggested rule was presented to and approved by the Board
of Governors of the Washington State Bar Association in 2007. The rule was published for
comment by the Supreme Court in November 2007. Substantial comments were submitted to
the Court, including comments from the Washington Association of County Clerks (Clerks
Association) and the Superior Court Judges Association (SCJA) opposing the rule. Principal
substantive grounds for their opposition were:

e The proposed rule authorized non-judicial officials to accept filings without payment of
fees and without independent review by a judicial officer.

e The proposed rule established a 200% threshold for indigency which, if adopted, would
result in a substantial revenue loss for cash strapped court systems.

e The rule authorized waiver of a wide range of costs.

e The forms developed to implement the rule were complex, unwieldy and difficult for pro se
litigants to understand.

A revised version of the suggested rule was submitted to the Supreme Court in March 2008. The
Superior Court Judges Association filed additional comments which reflected continuing
objections to the rule. In response to these objections, the WSBA Pro Bono and Legal Aid
Committee (PBLAC) worked directly with the SCJA leadership and that of the Clerks Association
to see whether a consensus approach might be developed. PBLAC achieved a meeting of the
minds with the SCJA on a substantially revised version of the draft rule, but was not able to
achieve agreement with the Clerks Association.

The revised draft is substantially different in approach than that which was previously submitted

http://www.courts.wa.gov/court rules/?fa=court rules.proposedRuleDisplay&ruleld=231 2/22/2012



Washington State Courts - Court Rules . Page 2 of 2

) | )

to the Court. It includes no forms, but directs that pattern forms be developed by the

~ Administrative Office of the Courts. It provides a simple mechanism for the submission and
presentation of requests for fee and cost waivers, consistent with local court practices. It allows
for simultaneous filing of requests for fee and cost waivers with the underlying pleadings. It
establishes a uniform standard for determining indigency — one that is consistent with the
standard for determining eligibility used by "qualified legal services providers" (see APR 8(e)). It
provides for presumptive eligibility for waivers for those litigants represented by attorneys
affiliated with qualified legal services providers (including pro bono attorneys who receive client
referrals from a qualified legal services provider). It preserves the proper balance between
judicial and executive branch functions. And, consistent with longstanding Supreme Court case
law,t it affirms the power of judicial officers, in the exercise of inherent judicial authority, to

waive such fees and costs as are appropriate, consistent with their responsibility to ensure fair
access to the courts.

The WSBA believes that this revision is consistent with the objectives initially sought to be
achieved with the original GR 34 proposal, to wit:

e Establishment of a statewide, uniform approach to presentation, consideration.and
approval of requests for waiver of fees and costs for low income civil litigants, whether
they are represented by legal aid programs, pro bono attorneys

or appear in the proceeding pro se.

o Establishment of a uniform standard for determining indigency that is consistent with the
standard employed by state and federally funded civil legal aid programs.

e Streamlining the process such that those who have been found eligible for state or

federally funded civil legal aid services are presumed eligible for a waiver of filing fees and'
appropriate costs.

e Reducing the amount of time that pro bono attorneys spend developing and presenting /n
forma pauperis (IFP) requests, thereby allowing them to spend more time on the
substantive issues presented in their cases.

The revised rule preserves the proper balance between judicial and executive branch functions.
Upon the rule's adoption by the Supreme Court, the PBLAC and the SCIA will work with the
Administrative Office of the Courts, the Clerks Association and representatives of the legal aid
community to develop appropriate forms and a training curriculum designed to ensure the
effective and proper application of this rule by judicial officers throughout the state.

1 0'Connor v. Matzdorff, 76 Wn.2d 589, 458 P.2d 154 (1969). .
Courts | Organizations | News | Opinions | Rules | Forms | Directory | Library
Back to Top | Privacy and Disclaimer Notices

htto://www.courts. wa.gov/court rules/?fa=court rules.nrovosedRuleDisplav&ruleld=231 2/22/2012
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YHE ALLIANCE
[ T

401 Second Ave 8. Suite 407
Seattle, WA 98104
Tel. (206) 464-1519
Fax (206) 903-0526

Northwest JUSUC@ Pf’OjeCt : Toll Froo 1-888-201-1012

www.nwiustice.org

César E. Torres
Executive Director

April 19,2010

Mr. Ronald Carpenter Clerk
Washington Supreme Court
P.O. Box- 40929

Olympia, WA 985040920
Attn: Camilla Faulk

Rer  Proposed GR 34 ‘ '

Dear Mr, Carpenter:

I write on behalf of the Northwest Justice Project (NJP) to urge adoption of Proposed GR 34,
establishing a general rule governing applications for waiver of filing fees for indigent

persons in civil cases. Adoption of Proposed GR 34 is an important step in Washington’s :
efforts to secure uniformity in the fee waiver process statewide and will significantly
improve access 1o courts throughout Washington, |

The proposed rule reflects substantial improvement over current practices by establishing a -
uniform Jrn Forma Pauperis (IFP) application process and standards by which low-income
persons can pursue fee waivers and by providing for the presumption of indigency on the
basis of representation by a qualified legal services provider. As such, the proposed rule
benefits clients represented by NJP, clients represented by volunteer attorneys around the
state (most of whom are referred o the pro bono local bar programs through our statewide
legal “hotline” (CLEAR)), and especially unrepresented low-income persons who face great
difficulty negotiating the local court process to get in the proverbial courthouse door, Further,
a statewide [I'P rule to promote access to superior is an important and needed companion to
the statewide [FP Rule of Appellate Procedure for accessing the state appellate courts.

While we greatly support this rule and urge its adoption, we are concerned that it does not
address issues NJP raised in our April 29, 2008 comments support adoption of the earlier
version of GR 34, We are concerned that as written the rule does not address a number of the
troubling local court practices that our client community has experienced and which continue
to create barriers for low income persons seeking access to the courts to resolve critical legal ,_ !
needs. One problem our client community experiences.is that a local court will “waive” the

payment of a filing fee to “initiate” the proceeding, but will also order that the fee be paid ;
before the case can be finalized. Another problem is that proposed GR 34 does not expressly

address the problem of differing local courts understandings as to what fees and costs are

Board ol Directors: Lisa L. Atkinson + Stephen R, Crosstand ¢ Lisa Dickinsan ¢ Jucole Gronholdt » Celia Guadado + )
Richard Harrison » Desiree S, Hosannah » Barbary L m\llw Clwisting Gerrish Netson »Naomi Stacy + John Tracy » Roger Wynne ¢ =" LSC
Claude M, Pearson. Presulent Bmeritus R detl ":::
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Mr. Ronald Carpenter Clerk
April 19, 2010
Page 2

those for which “judicial officers have the authority to grant a waiver”, See Comment to
proposed GR 34, For example, filing fees, which as a constitutional matter must be subject to
full waiver, include fees to support courthouse facilitators (RCW 26,12.240); domestic
violence support services (RCW 36.18.016(b)); and a judicial surcharge (RCW
36.18.020(5)). Some courts refuse to waive some or all these fees, on the belief that they do
not have the judicial authority to do so. GR 34 does not expressly preverit the practices or
clarify that all fees required for filing an action in court are subject to waiver.

Examples of form orders from three different courts (enclosed) illustrate these issues:

s Cowlitz County IFP Motioi 4and Form Orders: ‘waive “filing fee” but require
immediate payment of applicable surcharges in three distinct cases and state the
“remaining [waived] filing fec nrast be paid before finalization or disposition of this

“action; OR “the remaining [waived] filing fee will be reviewed before finalization or
disposition of this action.” In our experience, clients we represent as well as low-
income persons proceeding without representation are required to pay the surcharges
as 4 condition of initiating an action. Pro ses are more often than not compelled to
pay the “waived” filing fee as a pre-condition to finalizing their case,

+ Lewis County IFP Motion and Form Order: Allows filing of case, however, the court
“reserves the right to review this authorization from time to time and require payment
of fees if justified at the time OR: “Petitioner is required to pay the full amount of
the filing fee before 90 days has expired, or entry of a final decree, or a dismissal,
whichever is first”. Thus, the court does not “waive” the fee, but typically revisits
the issue or simply requires applicants to pay before final relief is entered.

¢ Snohomish County TFP A pplication and Oxdm Sets out various boxes for the court to
check to identify the specific filing f ees the court will waive, but does not include a
box to check for “all fees”. The waiver is then either “subject to later court review” or
only waived “temporarily” and ordered to be paid within a specific number of days of
the IFP order or “prior to enfry of final orders in this case: or partially waived with
amounts to be paid at the Gme of initial filing, within a specified number of days of
filing or prior to entry of final velief. The surcharges are similarly treated, but unlike
in the Cowlitz County forms are capable of being fully waived.

As currently proposed, GR 34 does not address these inconsistencies or state whether all

~ filing fees are subject (o the Rule or subject to judicial authority to grant a waiver, Nor
does it state that “waiver” means “wajver” (not deferral) for the duration of the
proceeding up (o and including final velief and/or that payment of waived fees cannot be
a condition precedent 1 entry of [inal relief for those deemed eligible for waiver, In other
words, once a litigant has been determined to be indigent and eligible for IFP waiver of
fees and judicially imposed costs of litigation, they should not be subjected to repeated
review and duplicative determinations of indigency or have their ability to obtain ﬁnal
JudIClc‘ll relief held hostage to their inability to pay the “waived” fee,




Mr. Ronald Carpenter Clerk T
April 19,2010
Page 3

The rule cdoes not clearly and expressly define “waiver” as a determination that the
litigant due 1o their indigency is unable to pay the costs and fees and does not include any
limitation on local court review or rescission of the waiver decision as a condition of final
relief. As a result, the current practices identified above by those courts and others do not
appear to be resolved by proposed GR 34. If sub-section (b) is intended to prohibit a
court from denying or delaying final relief on the basis of an “underlying” action on the
merits, it is not clear from the language used. If this is the intent, then we propose that the
language be clarified either in the text of the sub-section or by way of an additional
Comment to the effect:

Waiver of fees under this rule is intended to be a permanent waiver and is not
subject 10 later review or rescission by the court and may not be the basis the
basis for withholding final relief or entry of orders pending payment of fees,

Finally, in order to avoid confusion on whether certain costs are able to be waived and
provide consistency among courts statewide, the first comment should clarify that “[TThe
rule establishes the process by which judicial officers may w'uve all civil filing fees and
costs otherwise payable ag costs for'aceess to court services.”

We greatly appreciate the opportunity to supplement our comments of April, 2008 and
look forward to a much improved system for low-income persons to be able to effectively
. access the courts throughout the state without barriers based on their inability to pay.

Sincerely,

"M'Lf\, em,Q/ @Jv/uﬁ/)wﬂw

Deborah Perluss
Director of Advocacy/CGeneral Counsel
Northwest Justice Project
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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR COWLITZ COUNTY

inre:
CASE #
Patiioner, MOTION, DEGLARATION, AND
and ORDER TQ PROCEED
IN FORMA PAUPERIS
[ ] Dissolution of Marriage $280,00
Respondent. . [-1 Petitlon for Legal Separation $280.00
[ 1 Patifion for Invalidity of
Marriage $280.00
. [ 1 Dissolution of Meretricious
W Relationshlp with Chiidren  $280.00

MOTION

| request the Court o allow me to prooeed without payment of alt or part of ths flling fee. Attached Is a Financial
Statement In support of this motion.

DECLARATION

This proceeding Is brought in good faith and it is my present Intention to proceed to final disposition. | am unable to
pay the flling fee without undue hardship.

I request entry of an order éllowing commencament and prosecution of this action In forma pauperis and direction
to the Clerk of the Court to file this getion without fee. .

Presented by:

‘Name

‘Address
Petitionar Signature

Phone
Date

ORPRFP (07-2009)
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ORDER

The petitioner has presented a sufficient motlon and declaration to proceed in forma pauperis
and the Court, finding good cause shown, hereby: '

[ ] -ORDERS that the petitioner is authorized to file this action upon pagment of $80.00
“which includes the $20.00 Fagliitator surcharge {1508) pursuant to RCW 26.12.240; the
$30.00 Domestic Violence surcharge (1512) pursuant to RCW 38,18.016(b) and the $30,00
Judicial surcharge (1187) pursuant to RCW 36.18.020 (4.)

..Qr
[ 1 ORDERS that the Judicial surcharge is deferred* and the petitioner is authorized
to file this actjon upon payment of $50.00 which includes the $20.00 Facliitator
surcharge (1508) pursuant to RCW 26.12,240 and the $30.00 Domestic Violence surcharge
(1512) pursuant to RCW 36.18.016(b.) .
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT.

J The remaining filinngee must be paid before finalization or disposition of this
. action. (1151) (1187™) : _

0 The remalning filing fee will be reviewed before finalization or disposition of
this action. (1151) (1187%) .

SUFFICIENT CAUSE HAS NOT BEEN SHOWN to waive or defer the filing fees
therefore it is o

[ 1 ORDERED that the motion to waive or defer any of the filing fees Is denied.

Gt
e

ORDERED this day of : R .

Judge / Court Commissioner

Presentsd by;

Petitloner's signature, Pro Se

ORPRFP (07-2009)
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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR COWLITZ COUNTY

inre:
CASE #
Petitioner(s), - MOTION, DECLARATION, AND

ORDER TO PROCEED

and/vs IN FORMA. PAUPERIS
{ ] Establish Parenting Plan  $250.00
[ ] Establish Paternity $250.00
[ 1 Dissolution Modification  $250.00

: (Out of County Case)

Respondent(s). [ 1 Non-Parental Gustody $250.00

MOTION
liwe request the Gourt to allow mefus to proceed without payment of all or part of the fllng fes, Attached isa
Financial Statement In support of this motion,

Jl'

This proceeding Is brought In good faith and It is my/our present Intention to proceed to final disposition liwe are
unable to pay the filing fee without undue hardship.

Ifwe request entry of an order allowing commencement and prosscution of thls action in forma pauperls and
direction to the Clerk of the Court to file this action without fee. .

Presentsd by:
Name
Address
Petitioner (s) Signature (s)
Phene

Date -

ORPRFP (07-2009)
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The petitioner(s) have presented a sufficient motion and declaration to proceed in forma
pauperis and the Court, finding good cause shown, hereby:

[ 1] ORDERS that the petitioner(s) is/are authorized to file this action upon payment of
$50.00 which Includes the $20.00 Fagllitator surcharge (1508) pursuant to RCW 26.,12.240;
the and the $30,00 Judicial surcharge (1187) pursuant to RCW 36.18.020 (4.)

o Qr

[ 1 ORDERS that the Judicial surcharge is deferred* and the petitioner(s) is/are
authorized to file this action upon payment of the $20,00 Fagllitator surcharge (1508)
pursuant to RCW 26.12.240. .

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT

(I The remainin ﬂiing7fee must be p"aid before finalization or disposition of this
action. (1151} (1187%) o

O The remaining filing fee will be reviewed before finallzation or disposition of
this action, (T151) (1187*) ,

SR N, e
[ERCIN T

SUFFICIENT CAUSE HAS NOT BEEN SHOWN to waive or defer the filing fees
therefore it is .

[ 1 ORDERED that the motion to waive or defer any of the filing fees Is denled.

ORDERED this day of o ,

Judge / Court Commissioner

F’resgnted by:

Petitioner's signature, Pro Se

Petitioner's signaturé. Pro Se

ORPRFP (07-2009) .
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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR COWLITZ COUNTY
Inre: ‘ ‘

CASE #

MOTION, DECLARATION, AND
Petitioner, ORDER TO PROCEED
And IN FORMA PAUPRERIS

MODIFICATION OF COWLITZ COUNTY CASE
{ } Support $58.00
. { } Custody/Parenting Plan - $56.00
Respondent. " | " { } Notice of Relocation $56.00

{ } Decree $56.00

I am the Q) petitioner C respendent in fhe above named cause and | request the Court fo allow me fo proceed ,
without payment of all or part of the filing fee. Attached is & Financial Staternent in support of this motion,

DECLARATION

This proceeding is brought in good falth and it Is my present Intenflon to proceed to finat disposition. | am unable to
pay the filing fee without undue hardship,

| request entry of an order allowing comimencement and prosecution of this action.in forma pauperls and direction
to the Clerk of the Couwt to file this action without fee,

Presented by. .
. Name
Address
Petitioner's / Respondent's Signature
| , Phone

Date

ORPRFP (07-2009)
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ORDER

The petitioner has presented a sufficient motion and declaration to proceed in forma pauperis
and the Court, finding good cause shown, hereby: ‘ _

[ 1 ORDERS that the petitioner is authorized to file this action upon payment of the
$20.00 Facilitator surcharge (1508) pursuant to RCW 26.12.240
IT 18 FURTHER ORDERED THAT

Q Thé remaining filing fee must be paid before finalization or disposition of this
action, (1105) .~ .0~ .

Q The remaining filing fee will be reviewed bsfore finalization or disposition of ‘
this action, (T105)

SUFFICIENT CAUSE HAS NOT BEEN SHOWN to walve or defer the filing fees
therefore it is "

[ 1 ORDERED that the motion fo waive or defer any of the flling fees is denied.

ORDERED this day of __. .

Judge T Court Commissioner

Presented by:

Petifioner's / Respondent's signaturs, Pro Se

ORPRFP {07-2009)
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT I¥ SUPPORT OF MOTION AND ORDER TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAURERIS
GENERAL INFORMATION '

Ef;)) ﬁzzge: ‘ (&)  Spouse;
[e8S:

() Phone:

1
FAMILY INFORMATION '
(a) Persons whom you financially support: [ ] Spouse [ ] Children [ ] Other
()] List names, ages, relationship and address if different from yours; )

EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

{a) Argyou presently employed: [ ] Ves [ j No Is spouse presently employeds : [ ]Yes [ JNo
(b Name and address of employer: . Namse and address of spouse’s employer:
©) Length of employment: Length of Employment:
(@) Ocoeupation: , Oocupation:

© (8) Other source of income: Other source of income:
INCOME AND ASSETS EXPENSES AND DEBTS
() Gross monthly income (personal) (a) Monthly living expenses ({temize): : g
(b Gross monthly income (spouse) ' . Rent/House Payment
) Savings Accounts: ' Food '
(d) Checking Accounts . tilities
(e) Stocks and Bonds ) Transportation
o Cash Insurance:
(&) Vehicles/boats/RV/motorcycles Megdlical & Dental
S Other |
) Home equity (sale value less amount owing) (b) Debts: ' ‘ |

Name of Creditor Amount Owed

(i Other '
TOTAL ASSETS: . TOTAL OBLIGATIONS: ;
OTHER; :

UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT X H:AVE EXAVINED THIS DOCUMENT AND THE
PRECEDING INFORMATION IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND ABILITY,

Date Signature




SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON
FOR LEWIS COUNTY
NO.

Petitioner MOTION, DECLARATION AND

: Vs. ORDER TO PROCEED

’ IN FORMA PAUPERIS
Respondent _ (ORPRFP)
0000 O OO R A

I MOTION
I request the court to allow me to proceed without payment of the filing fee and other court costs,
IL DECLARATION

[ am the petitioner in this action. This. proceeding is brought in good faith and it is my present intention
to proceed to a final dissolution of marriage. I am unable to pay the filing fee and other court costs
without undue hardship in this proceeding,

The Supreme Court of the United States and the State of Washington have authorized the courts to waive
fees in the following cases: Boddie v Connecticut, 401 US 371,29 L.Ed.2d 113, 91 8.Ct. 780 (1971);
Lois Ashley, et al v Superior Court, 82 Wn.2d 188 (19173) and 83 Wn.2d 630, (1974). I request entry of
an order;

1. Allowing commencement and prosecution of this case In Forma Pauperis; and
2, Directing the clerk of the court to file and issue papers without any fee or charge whatsoever,

My income, assets are:

Cash b My monthly income is$___
Checking $____ The source of my income is
Savings $ I have to support child (ren)

MT FOR WAIVER OF FEES) (MT) - Page 1 0f 2.
UH-02.0100 (9/2000) - RCW 10.14.060 :



My necessary expenses are;

Rent $ Utilities $ Food $ ' Daycare $

I certify under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing
statements are true and correct.

Dated ‘ at . , Washington.

Petitioner
- ORDER

The petitioner having presented-a sufficient motion and declaration to proceed In Forma Pauperis and the
court finding good cause shown; now therefors, it is hereby:

ORDERED that the petitioner is hereby authorized to prosecute this action In Forma Pauperis; and the
clerk of the court is ordered and directed to file and issue papers and pleadings as requested by the
petitioner without payment-of any fee or charge whatsoever, In approving this Order the court reserves
the right to review this authorization from time to time and requxre the payment of fees if justified at the
time OR:

[] Petitioner is required to pay the full amount of the filing fee before 90 days has
expired, or enfry of a final decree, or a dismissal, whichever is first..

DATED

JUDGE/COURT COMMISSIONER

MT FOR WAIVER OF FEES) (MT) « Page 2 0f 2
UH-02.0100 (9/2000) - RCW 10.14.060
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SNOHOMISH

In re the Marriage of: ' No,
» . ... .. | APPLICATION/ORDERTO PROCEED IN
FORMA PAUPERIS
Petitioner,
(ORPRFP)
VS, - e
Respondent,

L, APPLICATION

1, ' , move the Court for an Order authorizing me to proceed in
Forma Pauperis (at public expense) in this case,

Attached is a Financial Statement in support of this motion.
IL -, ORDER

It is hereby ordered that the above named is permitted to proceed without payment of the filing fees
indicated below: .
[7] General Case Filing Fee $200 [} Domestic Case filing Fee $200.00 (see-sections 2.3 and 2.4)
] Mandatory Arbitration Fee $220 [_] Domestic Modification Fee (in-County $36 (see section 2.3)

[_] Request for Trial De Novo $250 [] Other
It is hereby ordered that the above fee(s):
] Are waived subject to later court review;
] Are waived temporarily and shall be paid within days of entry of this order;
Are waived temporarily and shall be paid prior to entry of any final orders in this case;
L] Are waived in the amount of § with the balance to be paid;
] at the time of filing [_] within days of filing:
[] prior to entry of any final orders in this case
] Other

APPLICATION/ORDER TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUFERIS

(ORPRFP)- | .
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It is hereby ordered that the $20,00 facilitator surcharge in cases under Title 26 RCW (per

Snohomish County Code 4.90) shall be pald
[_] Does not apply S
[] At the time of filing R

[ | Within____ days of ﬁlmg ot no later that (date)
[_] Prior to entry entry of any final orders

It is hereby ordered that the $3 0,00 Domestic Violence Prevention Surcharge (RCW

36.18, 016(2)(b)) assessed on all petitions for dissolution, legal separation or declaration
concerning validity of a marriage shall be paid.

[] Does not apply

["] At the time of filing

[[] Within______ days of filing or no later than (date)
L] Priot to entry of any final orders

It is hereby ordered that this case shall be dismissed on (date) if any of

the above fees have not been paid as ordered.

DATED THIS DAY OF . , 20

. JUDGE/COURT COMMISSIONER
Presented by: L

Signature of Petitioner

FAILURE TO PROSECUTE THIS ACTION'BY FATLURE TO APPEAR AT YOUR HEARING OR

OTHERWISE MAY RESULT IN AN ORDER AND JUDGMENT REQUIRING THE PETITIONER TO PAY

THE FILING FEE AND SERVICE COSTS.

APPLICATION/ORDER TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS
(ORPRFP) - 2
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION AND ORDER TO PROCDED IN FORMA

PAUPERIS
3.1 GENERAL INFORMATION
(a) Name: (a)Spouse’s Name:
(b) Addresst (b) Address:

(c) Social Security #;
(dy Telephone #

(¢) Social Security if:
(d) Telephone #

(e) Date of Birth: TR (e) Date of Birth:
3.2 FAMILY INFORMATION
(@) Persons whom you financially support: [ | Spouse [ ] Children [ ] Other
) List names, relationship and address if different from yours:
3.3 EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION '
{a) Are you presently employed [ | Yes | | No  (a) Is your spouse presently employed [ ] Yes | | No
(b) Name & address of employer: (b} Name & address of spouse’s employer:
() Length of Employment: (¢) Leugth of Employment:
(d) Occupation: (d) Oceupationt
(e) Other Sources of Income: {e} Other Sources of Income:
3.4 INCOME AND ASSETS 3.5 EXPENSES AND DEBTS
(n) Gross monthly income (personal) (a) Monthly living expenses (itemlze):

(b} Gross monthly income (spouse)
(¢) Sayings accounts
(d) Checking accounts
(e) Stocks & Bonds
() Cash
(g) Velhicles/boats/RV/motoreyeles
(h) Home equity (sale value less amount
owing)
(i) Other

_’u.» G

(b)

TOTAL ASSETS:

Transportation

Rent/house payment

Food

Utilities

Insurance

Medical & Dental

Other
Debts:
Name of Creditor

Amount Owed

TOTAL OBLIGATIONS:

UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE EXAMINED THIS DOCUMENT AND THE
PRECEDING INFORMATION IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TQ THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND ABILITY,

DATE

L}

SIGNATURE

APPLICATION/ORDER TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS

(ORPRFP)-3

.)‘, o
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. ~S‘!"ATE OF WAGHINGTON W
OFFICE OF CIVIL LEGAL AID :

g James/\ Bambergur

- Director o

JIM BAMBERGER@OCLA WA.GOV

4112 Quince St SE—

MS& 41183

Olympia, WA 98504 .
360-704-4135
360-704-4003 FAX

March 30 2010

Ronald Carpenter Clerk
; Washmgton Supreme Court
415 12" Ave., SW.
PO Box 40929, PR
Olympia, WA 98504 0929

CAtin: Camllla F»auI,K

edple i our state l wrlte to
GR 34 in the form most recently

has béen the léw i ‘our state -o'ri more than 40'-“.jyears, fdbjeétlve and aneodotal

experience indicates that this right | is horored more often in the bréach, Faced wrth i
fiscal pressures, Judrcral officers, acrogs our state (and often within the same judlcial
dlstrrct) apply mconsrs’cent standards for determmmg an mdrvrdual Iltlgant’s rrght to

p .
deny, access to- judlmat rehef m a. wide irange of-com ellrng crvrl Iegal cases

| For more than four years the Washlngton _fStatQ Bar”Associatron s Pro Bono and Legal

version of GR. 34 i , atiof
understanding. betw K P




Re—GR-34

~_The ruleensuresfa an

March-30; 2010 .
Page2’ :

Judges Assocuatlon and the Washmgton State Bar Assocnatlon Inmy oapaolty as
Director of the Office of Civil Lega! Aid;zl have worked closely m the craftmg of this rule
and support !ts adop‘tlon unoo ‘dltlonal' . :

unlform standard of
| removmg the nééd 16
. obstaoles) and’ ens
‘The. Offlce of. CIVII Legal, Aid believes this rule protects 'the nghts of mdlgent persons

effectively preserves judicial- preroga’uves and’ removes barners that llm!’( aooess o the

]ustlce system. Adoptlon of thlS rule is strongly encouraged

“Sincerely;

OFFICE OF GVIL LEGAL AID" LT

queotor /]
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WASHINGTON

COURTS

District and Municipal Court
Judges’ Association

President

JUDGE GLENN PHILLIPS
Kent Municipal Courl

1220 Central Ava §

Konl, WA 98032-7426

(253) 856-5730

(253) 856-6730 TAX

Prestden-Elec! .
JUDGE STEPHEN BROWN
Grays Harbor District Court
102 Broadway W

Montesano, WA 98563-3621
(360) 249-344)

(360) 249-6382 FAX

Vice-Presitlent
JUDGE GREGORY TRIPP
Spokane Distriol Count
1100 W Mallon Ave

" Spokane, WA 99260-0150
(590) 477-4770
(590) 477-6445 FAX

Secretary/Treasurer
JUDGE DOUGLAS HAAKE
Bonney Lake Municipal Court
19306 Bonney Lake Blvd
Bonney Lake, WA 98391-0944
(253)447-4303
(253)447-4329 FAX

Past President

JUDGE MARILYN PAJA
Kitsap County Distdct Court
614 Division 51 MS 25

Port Qrehard, WA 983664684
(360) 337-7261

(360) 337-4865 FAX

Bonrd of Governors

JUDGE FRANKY, LA SALATA
King County District Court
(206) 205-9300

JUDGE DAVID SVAREN
Skugil County District Court
(360)336-9319 (360 336-9318 FAX

JUDGE DARREL ELLIS
Kittitas County District Court
(509) 674-5533 (509) 674-4209 FAX

JUDGE YERONICA ALXCEA-GALVAN
Des Moines Municipal Court
(206) 878.4597  (206) 870-4387 FANR

JUDGE PATRICK R, BURNS
Auburn Municipal Court
(253)931-3076  (253) 804-5011 FAX'

JUDGE LINDA 8, PORTNOY
Lake Forest Park Munioipal Court
(206) 364-7711 (206) 3647712 " FAX™

COMM. ADAM EISENBERG" *
Seanle Municipal Court
{206) 684-B709  (206) 615-0766° FAX'

JUDGE SCOTT AHLF
Olympia Municipal Conrt
(360) 753-8312 (360) 753-8775 FAX

JUDGE R, W, BUZZARD
Lewis County District Coust.

(360) 740-1203 | (360) 740-2779 FAX

December 8, 2009

Honorable Charles W. Johnson
Washington State Supreme Court’
Temple of Justice

PO Box 40929.

Olympia, WA 98504- 0929

Dear Justice Johnson:;

RE: GENERAL RULE (GR) 34 WAIVER OF COURT AND CLERK'S FEES
AND CHARGES IN CIVIL MATTERS ON THE BASIS OF INDIGENCY (NEW
RULE)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on proposed new rule GR 34, The
District and Municlpal Court Judges' Association (DMCJA) supports the
proposed new rule GR 34 with one minor change to GR 34 (b) to specify that
judges have the authority to grant partial fee waivers, in addition to full fee
waivers. A copy of our suggested changes to the proposed new rulg is
enclosed with this letter,

The DMCJA believes that requlring a paﬂy to pay 'a portion of the fee in
appropriate cases will help to ensure that the party is serlous about
proceeding with the case and will follow through with his or her
responsibilities for appeanng for hearings, delivery of pleadings.to law
enforcement for service, and proceeding with the claim. Allowing for partial
payment may also help to curb litigation abuse, which Is & problem In some
courts. The DMCJA feels comfortable in assuming that judges will be
responsible in deciding whether or not to impose a partial fee in a case, and
that this change to GR 34 will not impose an undue hardship on parties,

" Thank you for your consideration of our suggested changes,

Glefin Phi Ips
President-Judge

Enclosure -
DMECJAPresidentaCorrespondence\08-10Phiilips\GR34CommentLetiertoSupremeCourt 1.doc

) STATE OF WASHINGTON
1206 Quince Street SE » P.O, Box 41170 » Olympla, WA 98504-1170
360-753-3365 * 360-586-8869 Fax * www.courts.wa.gov

e

N Rk e DO COERT




10
n
12
13
14
15

16

18

19

20
21

22

GENERAL RULES (GR)

RULE 34. WAIVER OF COURT AND CLERK’S FEES AND CHARGES IN CIVIL
: MATTERS ON THE BASIS OF INDIGENCY

(@ - Anyindividual, on the basis of indigent status as defined herein, may seek a waiver

of filing fees or costs from a judicial officer in the applicable trial court.

(1)  The application for such & waiver. may. be made ex parte in writing or orally,
éccompanied by a mandatory pattern form creafed by the Administrative Office of the Courts
(AOC) whereby the applicant attests to his or her financial status or, in the case of an individual
represented by a qualified legal services provider (“QLSP”)‘ or an attorney working in
conjunction with a QLSP, a declaration of counsel stating tha‘f the individual was screened and

found eligible by the QLSP,

@) The court shall accept an application submitted in person, by mail and where
authorized by local practices, electronic filing, The process for presentation of the application
shall conform to local court and clerk processes fdf.presenting ex parte orders to the court
directly or via the clerk. All applications shall ;l_,):c presented to a judicial officer for consideration
.in a timely manner and in conformity with the local court’s established procedﬁres. There shall
bé no locally imposed fee for mak'iln% awnapph\catlon Thf applicant or applicant’s attorney filing

by mail, shall provide the court with a self-addsessed stamped envelope for timely return of a

conformed copy of the order.
COMMENT

This rule establishes the process by which judicial officers may waive civil filing

fees and such other costs for which judicial officers have authority to grant a waiver,

(3)  Anindividual who is not represented by a qualified legal services provider (as that
term is defined below) or an attorney working in conjunction with a qualified legal services
provider shall be determined to be indigent within the meaning of this rule if such person, on the

basis of the information presented, establishes that: -

of

o 'Aiséi'ge T'of3
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GENERAL RULES (GR)

RULE 34. WAIVER OF COURT AND CLERK’S FEES AND CHARGES IN CIVIL
MATTERS ON THE BASIS OF INDIGENCY

(A) he or she is currently receiving assistance under a needs-based, means-tested assistance

program such as the following:
(i) Federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF);
(i) State-prbvided general assistance for unemployable individuals (GA-U or GA-X);
(iii) Federal SupplementalSccd'rli’ty Income (SS);
(iv) Federal poverty-related veteran’s benefits; or
(v) Food Stamp Program (FSP); or |
(B) his or her household income is at or below 125% of the federal poverty guideline; or

(C) his or her household income is above 125% of the federal poverty guideline and the
applicant has recurring basic living expenses (as defined in RCW 10.101.010(4)(d)) that render
him or her without the financial ability to pay the filing fees and other fees or costs for which a

request for waiver is made.

(D) other compelling circumstances exist that demonstrate an applicant’s inability to pay

fees and/or costs.

(4) . An individual represented by 2,QLSP,; or an attorney working in conjunction with a
QLSP that has screened and found the individual eligible for services, is presumptively deemed
indigent when a declaration from counsel verifies representation and states that the individual

was screened and found eligible for services,

(5) As used in this rule, “qualified legal services provider” means those legal services

providers that meet the definition of APR 8(e).

Page2'of 3
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GENERAL RULES (GR)

RULE 34, WAIVER OF COURT AND CLERK’S FEES AND CHARGES IN CIVIL
MATTERS ON THE BASIS OF INDIGENCY

COMMENT

The adoption of this Rule is rooted in the constitutional premise that every level of
court has the inherent authority to waive payment of filing fees and costs on a case by
case basis. Each court is responsible for the proper and'impartial administration of
justice which includes ensuring that meaningful access to judicial review is available to

the poor as well as to those who can afford to pay.

(b) Nothing in this rule shall prohibit or.delay action on the underlying petition upon the

court’s approval of a waiver of all fees and in such case presentation of an original petition may

accompany the initial fee waiver. Howevel nothmg; in this rule diminishes the court’s discretion to

grant only a partial waiver of fees and o requ1re Davment ofa Dartlal fee prior to court action.

Page 3 of 3
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RUTH GORDON
Jefferson County Clerk

, P.O.Box 1220
Port Townsend, WA 98368

: (360) 385-9125
Ronald Carpenter, Clerk April 30, 2010

Washington State Supreme Court
P.O. Box 40929
Olympia, WA 98504-0929

Re: Proposed Rule 34 - Waiver of Court and Clerk’s Fees and Charges in Civil Matters on the Basis of Indigency

Dear Mr. Carpenter,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this rule, which seeks to establish a consistent process and result
for indigent parties who seek to bring civil actlons bef01e the court, Isupport the end sought but write today in
opposition to the means. t

The crushing burden of poverty will not be lifted by this rule, nor will access to services expand as a result of its
provisions. Some péople will save a modest amount of money and a modest amount of time. But by broadening
the standard of indigency and expanding the scope of routine judicial waivers this rule will directly cut funding
to the courts and the clerks. In our current climate service cuts will certainly follow. Clerks, who are funded at
the pleasure of their respective county legislative boards and must bring in revenues to cover the costs of
mandated and nen-mandated services, provide access to justice for all the public at our front counters, We are
currently losing staff and shortening hours of service, and GR 34 will accelerate those losses,

Inherent powers notwithstanding, for the Supreme Court to take the step of cutting revenue on ideological
grounds without having any idea of the actual cost of this rule would be a disservice to the justice community it
serves. I ask the honorable Justices to perform a due diligence assessment of caseload statistics and revenue
generated statewide by the filing fees, surcharges and other costs targeted in GR 34 and model the likely results
that will follow if waivers are routinely expanded to include a wider set of costs/ fees and a wider sub-set of the
population given that civil legal aid services use a higher income standard of indigency than the courts currently
apply. Please evaluate how the pro;ected revenue losses &' the courts comipare to the increases won just five
years ago in the Justice in Jeopardy campaign. Does it wipe out those gains? Cut them by a fraction? lask you to
know this before you vote on proposed GR 34.

I remain ready atany time to work with those who advocate for adoption of GR 34 in a shared effort to seek more
financial support for the courts and clerks frotit the:legislature. Funding justice through user fees is a distasteful
business, but ] am sure that cutting these revenues with ho alternative at hand will be a disservice to all citizens
who depend upon the courts for justice.

Respectfully,

-
Dt (@G/m/@m

Jefferson County Clerk



