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GARDA CL NORTHWEST, INC., f/k/a AT SYSTEMS, INC. a
Washington Corporation

Defendant/Cross-Respondents

RESPONDENT HILL ET AL.”S RESPONSE TO AMICUS CURIAE
BRIEF OF KING COUNTY

Daniel F. Johnson, WSBA No. 27848
BRESKIN JOHNSON & TOWNSEND PLLC
1000 Second Avenue, Suite 3670

Seattle, Washington 98104

Phone: (206) 652-8660
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(206) 622-8000

Attorneys for Plaintiffs/Cross-Petitioners



Plaintiffs/Cross-Petitioners Lawrence Hill et al. hereby respond to
the amicus curiae brief of King County.

King County’s brief provides littles assistance to the Court in this
case. It focuses solely on distinctions in RCW 49.12.187 between
exceptions for public employees and employees in the construction trades
with respect to the state’s rest and meal period rules. These distinctions
are immaterial to any issue in this appeal, because the employer in this
case, Garda CL NW, is neither a public employer nor in the construction
trades. Indeed, King County’s brief takes no position on the ultimate
resolution of the questions before the Court, i.e., whether the Court of
Appeals properly vacated the trial court’s awards for (1) double damages
for missed meal periods and (2) prejudgment interest for missed rest
breaks.

King County’s brief accurately conveys that the exceptions in
RCW 49.12.187 are clearly limited to public and construction employers,
and to that extent supports the arguments set forth by Plaintiffs/Cross-
Petitioners regarding the inapplicability of Garda’s CBA defense as a basis
for denying double damages. Beyond that, the Court should decline any
implicit invitation in the County’s brief to issue advisory opinions on the
scope and operation of the construction versus public employee exceptions
in RCW 49.12.187 that can have no bearing on the questions before the

Court in this case.



Dated this 5th day of February, 2018.

s/ Daniel Johnson
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