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Clerk of the Court 
Washington Supreme Court 
filed via email  
 
RE: In re PRP of Kevin Light-Roth, No. 94950-6 
 
Clerk of the Court: 
 
 On behalf of Mr. Light-Roth, please consider the following additional 
authorities pursuant to RAP 10.8:   
 
Sara Johnson, Adolescent Maturity and the Brain: The Promise and Pitfalls of 
Neuroscience Research in Adolescent Health Policy, 45 J. Adolesc. Health 216, 
216 (2009 (the frontal lobes, “home to key components of the neural circuitry 
underlying ‘executive functions’ such as planning, working memory, and impulse 
control, are among the last areas of the brain to mature; they may not be fully 
developed until halfway through the third decade of life.”); 

 

Robin Martantz Henig, Why Are So Many People in their 20s Taking so Long to 
Grow Up?, N. Y. Times (Aug. 18, 2010) (The prefrontal lobe and the cerebellum, 
the regions “involved in emotional control and higher-order cognitive function,” 
are also still developing during late adolescence.); 

 

Ken C. Winter, Adolescent Brain Development and Drug Use, Treatment Research 
Inst., at 2 (2004) (the prefrontal cortex is one of the last areas of the brain to 
mature. This part of the brain is “responsible for the complex processing of 
information, ranging from making judgments, to controlling impulses, foreseeing 
consequences, and setting goals and plans. An immature prefrontal cortex is 
thought to be the neurobiological explanation for why [young people] show poor 
judgment and too often act before they think.”) 
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Alexandra O. Cohen, et. al, When is an Adolescent an Adult? Assessing Cognitive 
Control in Emotional and Nonemotional Contexts, 27 Psych. Sci. 549, 549 (2016) 
(Rather than decreasing at age eighteen, the desire to seek risk actually increases 
between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one before starting to taper off later); 

 

See M.D. Rudolph, At Risk of Being Risky: The Relationship between ‘Brain Age’ 
under Emotional States and Risk Preference, 24 Dev. Cognitive Neurosci. 93, 102 
(2017) (“individuals in the young adult period (i.e. ages 18-21)” are even more 
likely to engage in risky behavior than younger adolescents.); 

 

Laurence Steinberg, Risk Taking in Adolescence: New Perspectives from Brain and 
Behavioral Science, 16 Current Directions in Psych. Sci. 55, 57 (2007) (“peer 
effects on risk taking and risky decision making [are] stronger among adolescents 
and youths [up to age twenty-two] than adults.”); 

 

Leah H. Somerville, Searching for Signatures of Brain Maturity: What are we 
Searching For?, 92 NEURON. 1164 (2016) (in “key brain areas” studies found 
that the brain activity of late adolescents during threat conditions was similar to 
that of teenagers);  

 

Anita Cservenka & Ty Brumback, The Burden of Binge and Heavy Drinking on 
the Brain: Effects on Adolescent and Young Adult Neural Structure and Function, 
8 FRONTIERS IN PSYCHOL. 1111 (2017) (finding that heavy drinking by 
adolescents alters brain structure);  

 

Center for Brain Health, Starting Age of Marijuana Use May Have Long-Term 
Effects on Brain Development, SCIENCE DAILY, Feb. 10, 2016 (adolescents 
“who began using marijuana at the age of 16 or younger demonstrated brain 
variations that indicate arrested brain development in the prefrontal cortex, the part 
of the brain responsible for judgment, reasoning, and complex thinking”). 

       



 A copy of this letter has been served on opposing and counsel for amici.   

 

   DATED this 11th day of March 2018.       

       /s/Jeffrey Erwin Ellis 
       Jeffrey Erwin Ellis #17139 
       Law Office of Alsept & Ellis 
       621 SW Morrison St. Ste 1025 
       503.222.9830 (o) 
       JeffreyErwinEllis@gmail.com  
 
       Robert S. Chang, WSBA No. 44083 
       Melissa R. Lee, WSBA No. 38808 
      
       FRED T. KOREMATSU CENTER  
       FOR LAW AND EQUALITY 
       Ronald A. Peterson Law Clinic 
       1215 E. Columbia 
       School of Law Annex 
       Seattle, WA 98122 
       (t) 206.398.4025 
       (f) 206.398.4261 
       changro@seattleu.edu 
       leeme@seattleu.edu 
 
       Attorneys for Mr. Light-Roth 
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Transmittal Information

Filed with Court: Supreme Court
Appellate Court Case Number:   94950-6
Appellate Court Case Title: Personal Restraint Petition of Kevin Light-Roth
Superior Court Case Number: 03-1-00392-8

The following documents have been uploaded:

949506_State_of_Add_Authorities_20180311151357SC599946_2417.pdf 
    This File Contains: 
     Statement of Additional Authorities 
     The Original File Name was LightRothAddAuthorities.pdf

A copy of the uploaded files will be sent to:

amy.meckling@kingcounty.gov
ann.summers@kingcounty.gov
changro@seattleu.edu
eric@terrellmarshall.com
leeme@seattleu.edu
paoappellateunitmail@kingcounty.gov
talner@aclu-wa.org
tweaver@tomweaverlaw.com
vhernandez@aclu-wa.org
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