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I. NATURE OF THE CASE AND DECISION 

Jaegels filed a complaint seeking (1) a declaration that RCW 

84.56.010, .020, .050 and RCW 84.64 were unconstitutional as applied to 

them and (2) an injunction barring the assessment and collection of 

property taxes on property they owned in Skagit County. Record at 5-23. 

The county and state separately filed answers, Record at 93-95, 

190-93, and motions for judgment on the pleadings under CR 12(c). 

Record at 96-189, 194-266. 

Jaegels did not file a response. Instead, they filed a "Notice" 

asserting the county and State had acted in concert with the "STATE OF 

WASHINGTON SKAGIT COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT a.k.a. IN THE 

SUPERIOR COURT FOR SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON" to 

"convert" their complaint "into what appear[ed] to be a security, which 

was sold into the international marketplace. Record at 80-86. In effect, 

Jaegels asserted a belief that the court did not have jurisdiction to hear and 

decide the county and state's CR 12(c) motions. 

On August 12,2011, the court heard argument on the county and 

state's motions and then issued its orders dismissing their complaint. 

Record at 272-73. (Jaegels have only appealed this order.) 

After the superior court had dismissed their complaint, Jaegels 

noted a hearing on their previously filed motion for default judgment. The 



trial court declined to entertain their motion for default. Record at 296. 

Jaegels did not appeal this order. Jaegels' notice of appeal, filed 

September 12, 2011, specifically requests review of the court's orders of 

August 12, 2001, a copy of which was attached to the notice of appeal, 

and does not mention the court's order of September 12, 201 I. 

II. ISSUES PRESENTED FOR REVIEW 

1. Should the court affirm the superior court's order dismissing 

Jaegels' complaint? 

2. Is Jaegels' appeal, which asserts that the superior court lacked 

jurisdiction to hear the county and state's motions to dismiss, frivolous 

and, if so, should the court impose sanctions against them? 

III. AN AL YSIS 

Jaegels have only appealed the trial court's order of August 12, 

2011, which granted the county and state's motions for judgment on the 

pleadings. Issues about Jaegels' motion for default judgment is not before 

the court. 

A. Standard of review. 

A trial court's decision on a motion on the pleadings is reviewed de 

novo. Gaspar v. Peshastin Hi-Up Growers, 131 Wn. App. 630,634, 128 

P.3d 627 (2006), review denied, 158 Wn.2d 1029, 152 P.3d 1033 (2007). 

Dismissal under CR 12(c) is appropriate only ifit is beyond doubt that the 
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plaintiff can prove no facts that would justify recovery, considering even 

hypothetical facts outside the record. Gaspar, 131 Wn. App. at 635. 

"Usually, dismissal is granted ... 'only in the unusual case in which 

plaintiff includes allegations that show on the face of the complaint that 

there is some insuperable bar to relief.' " Fondren v. Klickitat County, 79 

Wn. App. 850, 854, 905 P.2d 928 (1995). In making this determination, 

the court must presume that the plaintiffs allegations are true and may 

consider hypothetical facts that are not included in the record. Burton v. 

Lehman. 153 Wn.2d 416, 422, 103 P.3d 1230 (2005). 

B. Because Jaegels' alleged status is not relevant to the taxation of 
their property, dismissal of their complaint was proper. 

JaegeIs' complaint alleges that RCW 84.56.010, .020, .050 and 

RCW 84.64 were unconstitutional as applied to them because: 

(1) They are not "14th Amendment citizens" and are not 

subject to the jurisdiction of Skagit County, the State of 

Washington, or the Skagit County Superior Court (Record 

at 15); 

(2) They have terminated their "charitable gift to the social 

security public trust and have refused any and all 

government benefits and privileges (Record at 16); 
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(3) They are not associated with Skagit County or the State 

of Washington (Record at Memo at 21-22); and 

(4) They do not voluntarily "contract" with Skagit County 

and/or the State of Washington (Memo at 22-23). 

Jaegels variously repeat these arguments throughout their 

Appellants' Brief. 

None of Jaegels' four reasons is relevant to whether Jaegels' 

Skagit County property is subject to property tax. With the exception of a 

few enumerated exemptions, none of which apply to J aegels, the 

obligation to pay property taxes is based on the location of the property, 

not on the status of the property owner: 

All property now existing, or that is hereafter created 
or brought into this state, shall be subject to 
assessment and taxation for state, county, and other 
taxing district purposes, upon equalized valuations 
thereof, fixed with reference thereto on the first day 
of January at twelve o'clock meridian in each year, 
excepting such as is exempted from taxation by law. 

RCW 84.36.005. Thus, even if Jaegels were foreign citizens, they would 

have to pay real property taxes for the simple reason that they own real 

property in Skagit County. See RCW 84.40.020 ("All real property in this 

state subject to taxation shall be listed and assessed every year[.]") 

Also, the amount of the property tax is based on the value of the 

property being taxed. RCW 84.40.030 ("All property shall be valued at 

4 



one hundred percent of its true and fair value [ .]") The owner's status has 

nothing to do with the amount of the tax. Further, property tax foreclosure 

proceedings are "in-rem": 

... Similarly, property tax foreclosure 
proceeding are also "in-rem." See, e.g., RCW 
84.64.050 ("the county treasurer shall proceed to 
issue certificates of delinquency on the 
property."), and RCW 84.64.080 ("no 
assessments ... shall be considered illegal ... on 
account of the property having been ... listed ... 
without name, or in any other name than that of 
the owner. ... The court shall give judgment ... 
and such judgment shall be a several judgment 
against each tract or lot or part of a tract or lot."). 

Glacier Village-Eatonville LLC v. Dale Washam, Pierce County Assessor-

Treasurer, Board of Tax Appeals no. 08-148, Final Decision (October 30, 

2009). An in-rem proceeding is a proceeding against the property, not 

against the property owner. See Black's Law Dictionary at 713 (1979) 

("An 'action in rem' is a proceeding that takes no cognizance of owner but 

determines right in specific property against all of the world, equally 

binding on everyone.") 

Because property taxes are based on the property being assessed 

without regard to any "conduct," Jaegels' four excuses, which amount to 

bald claims that fail to distinguish their status from other persons who own 

property in Skagit County, are not relevant to (1) the establishment of tax 
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rolls, (2) the county Treasurer's duty to collect property taxes, or (3) a 

foreclosure for the non-payment of property taxes. 

It follows that Jaegels' as-applied constitutional challenge must fail 

and the trial court's decision should be affirmed simply because Jaegels' 

alleged status has nothing to do with the application of the several 

challenged statutes and no conceivable set of facts would support their 

claim. The trial court did not err when it dismissed Jaegels' complaint. 

C. Jaegels' gambit to deprive the Skagit County superior court of 
jurisdiction is not supported by authority or reason. 

Jaegels' beliefs about the law approach delusion and nonsense. If 

they disagree with the law, they make up a reason to ignore it. See 

Appellants' Brief at 40 ("Plaintiffs rebut the form of the law in its 

application with the substance of the law.") Ifthey fancy a premise, they 

justify it with random inferences. See Appellant's Brief at 11 (55. Does 

the SUPERIOR COURT interfere with discovery when its' (sic) judges 

and administration are directly asked to explain the SUPERIOR COURT 

investment derived from plaintiffs file documents which are tracked via 

Fidelity Select Energy Portfolio CUSIP 316390764, fund no.") 

Jaegels' inconsistent and false premises are not supported by any 

citation to authority or reasonable fact. Where an appellant fails to support 

an argument with citation to relevant authority or to relevant facts in the 
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record, the court should not consider the issue. See Ensley v. Pitcher, 152 

Wn. App. 891,906 n. 12,222 P.3d 99 (2009) (citing RAP 10.3(a)(6)); 

Cowiche Canyon Conservancy v. Bosley, 118 Wn.2d 801, 809,828 P.2d 

549 (1992); Smith v. State, 135 Wn. App. 259, 270 n. 11,144 P.3d 331 

(2006). 

Should the court disagree, however, that Jaegels' "jurisdictional" 

argument has any merit, the following is provided. 

In their Appellants' Brief, Jaegels expand on their views about 

"contracting" with the county, the state, and the court to assert that the 

superior court lacked jurisdiction to grant the county and state's motion 

for judgment on the pleadings because they did not "contract" with the 

"SKAGIT COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT." 

Apparently Jaegels recognize the "superior court for the county of 

Skagit" as the only forum with jurisdiction to hear their complaint. 

However, they fail to provide any legal authority to support the idea that 

they have a contract with any court. Logically, this belief must fail. The 

superior court is not a party that can be "hired" to hear cases. See 

Greenlaw v. United States, 554 U.S. 237,243, 128 S. Ct. 2559, 2564, 171 

L. Ed. 2d 399 (2008) ("[W]e rely on the parties to frame the issues for 

decision and assign to courts the role of neutral arbiter of matters the 
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parties present.") There is no precedent to support the idea that the filing 

of a complaint creates a contract between the court and a party. 

Jaegels' beliefthat the form that they used for the headings on 

their pleadings identifies the only forum that can hear their complaint can 

only be described as convoluted and obscure. This is especially so when 

they advance their belief in an effort to deny the court's jurisdiction over 

their complaint. 

Jaegels assert that "Skagit County," SKAGIT COUNTY," and 

"WASHINGTON STATE" are non-governmental entities that have 

usurped the authority of the "county of Skagit" and "state of Washington." 

Jaegels also assert that, because the county and state used "SKAGIT 

COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT" to identify the court on their respective 

motions for judgment on the pleadings, the county and state unlawfully 

transferred their complaint to a corporate court that lacked jurisdiction to 

hear and rule on their complaint. 

Jaegels' jurisdictional argument is internally inconsistent and is not 

supported by any fact or precedent. 

For example, Jaegels' summons provides "[t]his petition is issued 

pursuant to Rule four of the Superior Court Civil Rules of the State of 

Washington." Record at 2. However, they fail to realize that CR 4 

specifically allows for the use of the form "Skagit County" in the heading 
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of a summons. The court rule suggests the following to identify the court 

masummons: 

SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON 
FORr 1 COUNTY 

CR 4(b)(2). This rule has the force oflaw. See Waples v. Yi, 169 Wn.2d 

152, 161,234 P.3d 187 (2010) ("If a statute and a court rule cannot be 

harmonized, the court rule will generally prevail in procedural matters and 

the statute in substantive matters.") It would be absurd to conclude that 

simply styling an answer or a motion for judgment on the pleadings as 

suggested in the court rule style amounts to a change of forum. 

In further example of the internal inconsistency in Jaegels' 

assertions, they knowingly filed their summons and complaint, with 

attached memorandum, with the "SKAGIT COUNTY CLERK." Their 

summons is stamped: 

Record at 1. 

FILED 
SKAGIT COUNTY CLERK 

SKAGIT COUNTY, WA 
2011 AUG -8 PM 4:25 

Another stamp on their summons identifies the court as follows: 

Record at 1. 

SKAGIT COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 
NANCY K. SCOTT 

SKAGIT COUNTY CLERK 
MOUNT VERNON, WA 
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Similarly, their complaint is stamped 

FILED 
SKAGIT COUNTY CLERK 

SKAGIT COUNTY, W A 
2011 AUG -8 PM 4:27 

Record at 5. 

It follows from the court rules and the fact of their knowingly 

filing their summons and complaint with the SKAGIT COUNTY CLERK 

that Jaegels chose to litigate their complaint in the Skagit County Superior 

Court. 

If they had made any effort to determine whether another forum 

was available, they could have looked at the website administered by the 

"The State Supreme Court." See http://www.courts.wa.gov/. The Court 

identifies the several superior courts in the state, including: 

Court County 

Skagit County Superior Court Skagit County 

http://www.courts. wa.gov/appellate trial courtsl?fa=atc.crtPage&crtType 

=Super. 

Willfully ignoring the court rules and their own conscious choice 

offorum, Jaegels continue to assert that "SKAGIT COUNTY, Skagit 

County or SUPERIOR COURT OF SKAGIT COUNTY or any other 

variation of spelling, case usage or word orientation" including 
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" 'SUPERIOR COURT OF THE COUNTY OF SKAGIT,' is a private 

tribunal, not created, established, authorized, or sanctioned by 

law[.]"Record at 13. 

As with their other arguments, Jaegels fail to support this assertion 

with any citation to meaningful authority. For example, although Jaegels 

quote extensively from Poindexter v. Greenhow, 114 U.S. 270,290,5 S. 

Ct. 903, 914, 29 L. Ed. 185 (1885) at page 22 of their Appellants' Brief, 

they fail to observe that Poindexter addresses the unlawful distraint of 

property, not the obligation to pay taxes. See Poindexter v. Greenhow, 114 

U.S. at 273 (City treasurer, charged by law with the duty of collecting 

taxes due to the state of Virginia, erroneously refused cash and coupons in 

the amount of the tax of$12.45 and instead seized a desk valued at $30.) 

Jaegels also fail to observe that the language they quoted from Poindexter 

addresses whether an agent may raise a claim of sovereign immunity to 

avoid responsibility for his wrongful acts. The ellipses Jaegels used in the 

first line of the Poindexter quote replaces "In the discussion of such 

questions," which refers to the use of the defense of sovereign immunity 

in such situations. See Poindexter v. Greenhow, 114 U.S. at 285 ("It is 

next objected that the suit of the plaintiff below could not be maintained, 

because it is substantially an action against the state of Virginia, to which 

it has not assented.") 
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Further, Jaegels fail to acknowledge and distinguish over 100 years 

of precedent in using "Skagit County" and "State of Washington" to 

identify the county and state. The form " _____ County" has been 

used in litigation to identify the county since statehood. See Gash, 

Wooding, and Taylor, the Board of County Commissioners of King 

County v. Davies and Wood, 1 Wash. 290 (1890); Martin v. Whitman 

County, 1 Wash. 254 (1890). Even before statehood, the form 

" _____ County" was used to identify the territorial court from 

which an appeal was taken. See Lilienthal v. Wright, 1 Wash. 1 (1890) 

("Appeal from District Court, Pierce County" used to identify territorial 

court from which order entered on March 16, 1888 was taken.)1 

In further example, "Skagit County" was an accepted reference for 

the county in 1888. "Skagit County" appears throughout A History of the 

Puget Sound Country, written by Col. William Farrand Prosser and 

published in 1903. See Appendix A? And the words "Washington State" 

appear twice on the book's title page. 

The form " ___ County" appears in early newspapers. For 

example, the Washington Gazette, which used "King county" on its 

I Washington was admitted as the forty-second state on November 11, 1889. 
2 Excerpts of A History of the Puget Sound Country are provided at Attachment A. A 
complete copy of the book is available on the website maintained by the Secretary of 
State. See http://www.sos.wa.govlhistory/publications _ detail.aspx?p= 15. 
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masthead, published a paean to "King County" and other articles using the 

words "King County" in 1863: 

The Washington Gazette 
SEATTLE, KING Co. August 15, 1863 

Resources of King County 

King County, (so named after the Vice President 
under Pierce's administration,) was organized in 
1853-' 54. Seattle, the County Seat, is situated on a 
beautiful elevation ofland on Elliot's Bay, near the 
mouth of Duwamish River, and may be seen from the 
Sound in passing up and down. 

The agricultural resources of King County, are, 
without doubt, unequaled by any other county in 
Washington Territory, and ... 

Appendix B. 3 

Even the judges on the United States Supreme Court recognize that 

"Skagit County" well-identifies the county. See Troxel v. Granville, 530 

U.S. 57,61, 120 S. Ct. 2054, 2057, 147 L. Ed. 2d 49 (2000) ("In 

December 1993, the Troxels commenced the present action by filing, in 

the Washington Superior Court for Skagit County[.]") 

There is simply no precedent for Jaegels' bald assertion that the 

superior court lacks jurisdiction to hear and decide the county and state's 

motions for judgment on the pleadings because it is identified as the 

3 http://www . sos. wa.gov !history /images/newspapers/SL _ dir _ seattlewashgaze/pdfi' 
SL _ dir _ seattlewashgaze _08151863 .pdf#page=2 
http://www.sos.wa.gov/history/images/newspapers/SL_dir_seattlewashgaze/pdfi.SL _ dir _ s 
eattlewashgaze _08151863. pdf#page=2 
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Skagit County Superior Court in the county and state's pleadings. Jaegels' 

premise is an outlandish concept. Jaegels cannot file a complaint against 

the state and county in the superior court and then claim that the superior 

court lacks jurisdiction to rule against them because the county and state 

did not conform to their vision of the appropriate style. As set forth above, 

no fact or cogent analysis supports their argument or interpretation of the 

law. 

D. Jaegels' appeal is frivolous and warrants sanctions. 

The court rules authorize the appellate court, on its own initiative 

or on motion of a party, to order a party who files a frivolous appeal "to 

pay terms or compensatory damages to any other party who has been 

harmed by the delay or the failure to comply or to pay sanctions to the 

court." RAP 18.9(a). "Appropriate sanctions may include, as 

compensatory damages, an award of attorney fees and costs to the 

opposing party." Yurtis v. Phipps, 143 Wn. App. 680,696, 181 P.3d 849, 

(citing Rhinehart v. Seattle Times. Inc., 59 Wn. App. 332, 342, 798 P.2d 

1155 (1990» review denied, 164 Wn.2d 1037,197 P.3d 1186 (2008). 

"An appeal is frivolous if, considering the entire record, the court 

is convinced that the appeal presents no·debatable issues upon which 

reasonable minds might differ and that it is so devoid of merit that there is 

no possibility of reversal." Lutz Tile, Inc. v. Krech, 136 Wn. App. 899, 
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906,151 P.3d 219 (2007), review denied, 162 Wn.2d 1009, 175 P.3d 1092 

(2008). Although doubts as to whether an appeal is frivolous should be 

resolved in favor of the appellant, Id., the meritless nature of Jaegels' 

appeal is not open to doubt. 

First, Jaegels' premise that they can file a complaint against the 

county and the state, properly serving each defendant, knowing that their 

complaint would be set for hearing before one of the Skagit County judges 

and then deny the county and the state the right to oppose their allegation 

is absurd. The superior court properly rejected Jaegels' sophistry. 

Second, when they filed their complaint, Jaegels already knew that 

their allegations about (1) being "14th Amendment citizens" not subject to 

the jurisdiction of Skagit County, the State of Washington, or the Skagit 

County Superior Court, (2) having terminated their "charitable gift to the 

social security public trust," (3) not associating with Skagit County or the 

State of Washington, and (4) not voluntarily "contracting" with Skagit 

County andJorthe State of Washington were unsupported by fact or law. 

Jaegels raised these same arguments in litigation against the county, state, 

two cities and several judges and court commissioners. See Record at 146 

(l4th Amendment citizens), Record at 136 (style of process), Record at 

138 (revocation of public trust); Record at 144 (lack of court jurisdiction), 
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etc. In that cause, the superior court sanctioned Jaegels for pursuing claims 

against the several defendants that were founded on these same arguments: 

Plaintiffs' complaint and motions for summary 
judgment were not well grounded in fact; not 
warranted by existing law; and plaintiffs failed to 
conduct a reasonable inquiry into the legal bases 
to bring their complaint and file their motion for 
summary judgment. Plaintiffs' action and 
motions were frivolous and advanced without 
reasonable cause. The court will award 
appropriate sanctions. 

Record at 188. Also, Record at 261 (court grants sanctions for State). 

Third, Jaegels continue to press these same jurisdictional 

arguments without citation to supporting case law, reasonable 

interpretation, or logic. Jaegels expect the court to simply agree with them. 

If the court does not, they will undoubtedly allocate the court to the 

dustbin of "company" courts. 

Finally, Jaegels concede that much of their dispute before the 

superior court and this appeal is about form over substance. See 

Appellants' Brief at 14 (" [T]his case could have easily been resolved by 

the defendants below amending their filings to comply with the demands 

of the constitution concerning 'style of process' .") 

Jaegels' appeal is without merit. They willingly reject reason, 

intentionally ignore obvious errors in their claims and analysis, and fail to 

establish any possibility of reversal. The court should award a sanction 
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under RAP 18.9(a) to the county in the amount of the attorney fees 

reasonably expended responding to this motion for direct review. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Jaegels invoked the jurisdiction of the superior court, making the 

county and the state parties, but then attempted to preclude the county and 

state from defending themselves because Jaegels disliked the headings the 

county and state used on their answer and motions. For the reasons set 

forth above, the Court should deny Jaegels' appeal, find Jaegels' appeal to 

be patently frivolous, and award Skagit County its costs in responding to 

this appeal. 

c-~ 
RESPECTFULL Y SUBMITTED this _.;:) __ day of December, 

2011. 

RICHARD A. WEYRICH 
Skagit County Prosecuting Attorney 

By: 
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prudent and satisfactory adrllirilstration, and his re-election in 1900 was the 
occasion of no alann whatever in business or political circles. That re-election, 
however, was not due to his personal popularity but to feelings of distrust 
and hostility in Republican ranks because of the men and methods employed 

--In securing the nomination of P.C; Sullivan, the Republican-candidate.-Mt-
the remaining nominees on the state ticket of the Republican party were- -------
elected by handsome majorities; These officials were as· follows: -l..iet1tenant 
Goyernor, Henry-McBride; Secretary ~f State, Sam H. Nichols; Treasurer, 
C. W. Maynard; Auditor, John D. Atkinson; Attorney General W. B. Strat-
ton; Superintendent of Public Instruction, R. B. Bryan; Commissioner of 
Public ·Lands, S. A. Callvert; justices of the supreme court, T. ]. Anders 
and Mark A. Fullerton. On the death of Governor Rogers in 1900 
Henry McBride. the lieutenant governor, became governor for the remainder 
of the tenn. Governor McBride was fonnerly a judge of the superior court 
in Skagit county, and_is a man whose ability and inte_g_ri_ty_a_re unquestioned. 
His administration thus far has been marked by an effort to secure the cre-
ation by the legislature of a railroad commission to adjust matters of traffic 
and taxation between the state and the railroad companies doing business 

-----therein, on a more equitaoreand satisfactory basIs; but although the legts
lature IS Repubhcan by a large maJonty, the aestre<1 result has not yet been 
accomplished. In the meantime the whole state of 'N'ashington and particu-

----+-la""r""ly...--tlthe Puget Sound country, with all its cities, towns, villages arid ·~rutTlr.:arl-l------
districts, and with altits-mining, manufactul ing, conlluel cia! and other di-

-versified industries, has beenuenjoying for the pastm-sevetl years a period of 
--------l\l!Jnlfexa~mm,pled prosperity. 

€HAPTER XX~ 

RISE AND GROWTH OF SEATTLE. 

The history of Seattle is practically the history of the Puget Sound 
country. Although some settlements had been made around the headwaters 
of the Sound as early as 1845, they were few in number and sparsely dis

~---TribUted over that section of the country. !he first settlers orSea-t~tl~e-arr~iv-ea--'------
uuuOn-tl:ie site 6f that cIty in 18S2~---ne first prats of the cIty were filed May 23, 

1853, by A. A. Denny, C. D. Boren and D. S. Maynard. The semi-centennial 
-- of the fOunding of the city was celebrated in Seattle in 1903. The year 

1853 was a notable one in the annals of Seattle, of the Puget Sound region, 
and of the territory of Washington. That year marked also the beginning 
of territorial government north of the Columbia river. It marked the arrival 
in the territory of Governor Isaac I. Stevens and the completion of the pre-
liminary surveys of the Northern Pacific Railroad, though many years were tD---- .... --

-_____ r..ome and go before that great enterprise, which meant so much to the territory, 
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Cascades and the waters of the Pacific Ocean, and between British Columbia 
on the north and Skagit county on the south. In its eastem part it is rugged 
and mountainous, having within its limits Mt. Baker, whose snow-capped 
summit may be seen for more than one hundred miles in almost every direc
tion. These rugged and rock-bound ranges are proving rich in gold and 
·stIver, and several dlstncts-the Slate Creek anaMt. Baker among them
are developing some valuable properties. Nearer the seashore there are belts 

---------;a .. n"'d 'valleys of rich agricultural land well adaptoo to fruit, hay, gram and a 
variety of farming products. The Nooksack flows westward from its sources 
neat the sWllmit of Mt~-Bakel, and· its valley larrd-is among the most pro-

----rtdnucrtti-ve in the state. The Skagit also has its- sources in the same- region;- ---- ------
and on its headwaters are said tfr be seme --very- profitable mines. Besides -------
its wealth of precious metals, it contains large deposits of iron, coal, copper, 
lead and other mineral resources. Its coal mines are the oldest in the state. 

Ever since the first Spanish explorers looked in upon thi~ point of the 
northwest coast, Bellingham Bay, the chief seaport of the county, h~s been 
considered one of the very best harbors in the Puget Sound region and, in
deed, on the northwest coast. _ This bay has an C!!eCt of about eighty square 
miles of water su.!face Jrom five to fifteen fathoms deep, an average depth 
of about ten fathoms, and ships sail into it from the ocean without tugs. 
It is entirely free from the ravages of the teredo, because of the fresh water 
which flows into it from the Nooksack river and from Squalicum, Whatcom 
and Padden creeks. Whatcom is the county seat, -and its admirable supply 
of water is taken from-Lake Whatcom, a beautiful sheet of water twelve 
mtles long, 316 feet abOve the-sea level and only two and one-half mllesOts-
tant. This water is pure, cold and clear, affording an inexhaustible supply 
of the very best quality. 

The chief industry of the county is the manufacture of lumber and 
shingles. Its timber resources are enormous and of the best quality. It is 
now the greatest shingle producing county in the world, having within its 
limits sixty shingle mills with an aggregate daily capacity of six million 
shingles. Ther-e-are- twenty two sa'."Imills in --the- county, the largest of which-- -
has a capacity of 250,000 feet in ten hours. Even more wonderful has been 
the development of the fishing industry in this county. Fishing and can-
rung operations are-now. conducted 00 Be11iogham Bay with large invest- __ ____ __ _ 
ments of capital and on a ~gantic scale. About 2.500 men are employed_in 
the canneries alone. C!pd the_expenses involved jn these operations, inc1udi!!g._ 
boats, scows. netsL pil~<!.ri.vers, shipbuilding3.11<!'_ other allied industries~_ 
amount to hundreds of thousands of dollars per annum and require invest-
ments of capital reaching into millions of dollars. Yet so rich are the waters 
of the Pacific in food fishes of various kinds that the business. has been 

___________________ - __ 0 _____ -
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fleet with an admiral in command and held his ground in spite of the wrath 
of Sir James Douglas and the haughty threats of numerous English offi
cers, who were not accustomed, at least in this part of the world, to the 
sight of orders disobeyed and commands treated with contempt. In this 

________ ~ ____ ::.::in==stance they deemed discretion the better part otvalor and left the valiant 
captain to the quiet possession of his camping ground and that part of the 

----~--

island which he occupied. _ 
This county was created -in October, 1873. Friday Harbor is the coun

ty seat. It has an area of 500 square IiiUes; population, 3,500; assessed 
valuatIOn of property, $998,924. The name was gIven to the Island of San 
Juan by the Spanish navigators who first explored the beautiful waters sur
rounding it, and left the name, at least, as a souvenir of their courage and 
skill as "toile! s-of the sea." This and neighboring-islands- are noted for 
the mildness, serenity and equability of their climate, as well as the charm
ing beauty of their scenery. Sheep and wool have long been successfully 

----'pmroduced. Indeed, these islands are famous for their excellent fruit of many 
varieties, their dairy .and.Jive-stock productions, ~n~ they are becoming 
favorite summer resorts from all p·arts of the coast. San Juan Island is also 
famed as the location of the most extensive lime quarries on the northwest 
coast, from which lime of vP.ry fine quality is shipped in every direction. 
Coal has been found on Waldron Island. This archipelago is in the center 
of a vast fishing industry, where salmon, cod, halibut and many other vari
eties of fine food fishes are to be had and are being taken by the great fish-
mg compames havmg theIr headquarters on Belltngham Bay. This part o-'f~
the Puget Sound Counfry,the couhtIes of San Juan, Island, Whatcom and 
Skagit, has beyond question a brilliant future because of its-many advantages. 

SKAGIT COUNTY. 

This county lies immediately south of Whatc01Tl.coun!Yt and in like 
manner extends from the waters of the Sound to the summit of the Cas
cades. It has a frontage of twenty-four miles on Puget Sound, and through 
it from east to west runs the Skagit river, navigable for about sixty miles, 
and one of the largest in western Washington. It has an area. of 1,800 
square miles, made up of some exceedmgly ficli--valleys-; tide lands and rIver 

----koo""t>+toms, rugged mountains full of mineral weaIth-ot-an-kinds, and a vast --
supply of fine timber. Its chief industries are farming, lumbering and coal 
mining, which give -profitable--employment to its -rapidly--growing popula-

-----tioo. . Its tide marsh lands produce the finest crops -of oats in the state, from ---
90 to 120 bushels to the acre, that of 1900 amountingt&-I,526,ooo bushels-. ----
The lowlands; marshes and valleys of this country have long been noted 
for their immense crops of hay and other products, including hops, fruit 

-- ------~-------
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GEORGE HOLCOMB. 

George Holcomb is one of the popular and enterprising young men of 
___ m_unE¥erett, where he is now helGingtRe-pesition of citY---ffeasur"erc-Hewas 

born on the 2d of July, 1866, in Ulster, Bradford county, Penn~ylvania, and 
is a son of Charles W. and Fanny J. (Davidson) Holcomb. His father is 
a native of Ulster, Pennsylvania, and was descended from English ancestry. 
The family, however, is one of long connection with America, for prior to 

---- --tM~utioB l'efH'esentati¥es of the name came to the new wOOd;- During 
his active business life Charles "\tV Holcomb followed farming, that heing 
for a long period his chief occupation. In 1891 he came to Everett, where 
be IS now hVIng retired at the venerable age of seventy-seven years. His 
wife, who was born in Pennsylvania, is now living at the age of seventy-two 
years, and she is also a representative of an old American family. The chil-

___ . __ dIen born to this worthy couple are as fol1ows' Ancil, whoisaresidenut<.---_______ _ 
farmer of Snohomish county; Fred, who is living in Everett; Bert, who 
makes his home in Duluth, Minnesota; John W., a resident of Buffalo, New 

-----York; Fannie J., who IS living In Everett ; and George. -----
nu_ The last named pursued his education in the public schools of Ulster; -----
Pennsylvania, until 188~-and_.a£tet:....p.utting aside his textbooks he spent--<la~------

________ year and a half in Kansas. On the 18th of December, 1889, he came to the 
northwest, locating in Seattle just after the great fire which practically de
'troyed the city. There he was engaged in the livery business for a time 
and later was connected with the street railroad work until 1891. In that 

-- ------¥f<lr he came to Everett, where--he- was again conn&te:gdc-"w'>l'f1it'fhl--tlthfllelHistEr::tle:@et{-fraaHil---------
__ road work for two years. In 1893 he became a factor in commercial circles 

here, establisning a grocery store which he conducted with success until 
1901. The following year he was elected city treasurer for the year 1903, 
and is now the incumbent in that position. He has taken a very active in
w@St.-ffiJocal politics and also in the success of his partyin--state and nation, 
doing everything in his power to promote Republican sentiment and to secure 
the success of Republican measures. Fraternally he is connected with the 
Knights of Pythias, with the Improved Order of Red Men, the Woodmen of 
the World, the Order of Pendo, and the Independent Order of Foresters. 

-!n--the upbuilding and progress ef Everett he has e"'er manifesteda--tleep 
___ un . interest during the years of his residence here, and bas given his supporLto. 

those measures calculated tOp'r~~~ of public good_. _His strict inteKrity and 
_. -hoilorable dealing in business commend him to the confidence of all; his 

pleasant manner wins him friends; and he is one of the popular and honored 
citizens of Snohomish county. 

ROWLAND E. DAVIS . 

.... Rowland Edwin Davis f101as arid-merits a place arrl()ng-tnerepresenta------- ---
five ciftzens of Anacortes and Skagit county, and the storyof his life offersu

--------- ---

a typical example of that alert Ameriean spirit whichftas-enafi.led -many an- - -------
individual to rise from obscurity to a position of influence solely through 
native talent, indomitable perseverance and singleness of purpose. He was 



------------- -- ---

---------- ------- --------------

508 HIS'I'ORY -GF--'l'HE-PYGE'F--SOUND--GOUNTRY. ~----

have become most estimable members of society: Jacob, who is a farmer 
near Milton, Oregon; Thomas R., who is engaged in a hardware busin~s 
in Mount Vernon; Henry, who is engaged in ranching in Snohomish county, 

-Washington; George W ;~--who is associated with -his brother in thehard~ 
ware business at Mount Vernon: James B., who leases his father's ranch 
near Fir; WilIiam, who is a rancher on Laconn~Hats, Washington; Louisa_ 
is the wife of L. P. Hemingway, who, with James B. Hayton, leases the 
farm near F 1r; and Cora, whOls the wife of Alfred Polson, who is a rancher 

----------------- ---ii~Il~S:-J..k..".a-n'grlit--.c,..,O"nU..,.I ... lt...,.y ,--""uFDca""l..---'JFi'-ij-r-I .-----

Mr. Hayton belongs to the Grand Army of the ·Republic. He has 
lived to see wonderful changes in his adopted state, and has the satisfaction 
of knowing that he has materially contributed to the development of the 

-- -----resources of hIS sectioIl.-rreIs a man who is held in tile highest esteem a~ 
is justly considered a representative citizen. 

THOMAS R. HAYTON. 
Thomas R. Hayton, one of the leading business citizens of Mt. Vernon, 

Washington, was born January 7, 1863, at Coal Run, Pike county, Kentucky, 
and is a son of Thomas and Sarah E. (Sanders) Hayton, the former of 
whom is living retired, and the latter died in 1896. 

Mr. Hayton's preliminary education was obtained in the public schools 
of Missouri and sl1pplementedby a course at the State University of Was~_ 
ington, from which he\V3s graduated in 1887. _ He arrived in Washington 
with his parents when thirteen years of age. During the summers, from 
1885 to 1889, he taught school through Skagit county, and m the latter 

-year was elected superintendent of the schools of ---5kagit county, in which---- -
_ ---- - -~ion he ser::ved- acceptably --1or two yeat=s~- -----

In ISg1 M1"._JI~yton gave up reaching in ordeLto engage in a hard
ware business at Laconner. In November, 1901, he moved the store to Mt. 
Yernon. Dunng the first year here, he formooa partnership WIth hIS brother, 
George W. Hayton, and they are now jointly conducting one of the largest 
and best appoint@dha-rd'.'lare stores in Skagit county. 

In January, 1 890. Thomas R. Hayton was united in marriage wi th 
Miss Hattie E. Marshall, who was born in Visalia, Tulare county, California, 
and is a daughter of Alexander Marshall. The Marshalls are of German 
descent. One child, Gladys E., has been born of this union. 

In politics Mr. Hayton, like his father, has always been identified with 
the Republican party, and takes an active interest in local matters and county 
conventions. His fello~_ citizens elected him to!he office of county treasurer 

-----u1 1896, a position he held with the greatest efficiency until 1901. During 
- ----r892-3 he serveG as one oftfiecUY-counctlmeri oTLaconner. FraternaTIy--

. ---: MI. Hayton belongs to- -the Masons and Woodmen of- the 'Vv'orht.----fn 
religious belief he--is-a Baptist.-- ---- ---

HORACE PERCIVAL DECKER. 

Horace PerclvatUeckef, proprIetor of The water--system of Mt. Vernon; 
'vVashington, -and--one-of-the city's leading men, was hom ApIil 19, -r8s8, - -
in Solano county, California, and is a son of George Washington Decker, 

--- -------

---- --- - ~ --------- ----
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who was born at Taunton, Massachusetts, of an old American family of 
Revolutionary stock, orIginating in Germany. George W. was a soldier 
in the Civil war, but by trade he was a cabinet-maker, which he followed, 

-----ianHH;dl---ila±S<lsQufarmed. H-Hisdeath occurred inf-8~-----His---wife-was- Sarah Ann-
_-------'(.-'Do£.Oa~ily) Decker.- and she was born in London.- England, -and-diedin 1897 

The family born to these two was as follows: Danville Decker, a manu
facturer of illuminating gas at Chico, California; H. P.; Emma, widow of 
James J. Carter, resides in San Francisco; Lilah married Louis Vogel, up-

------bolsterer and furniture dealer in Sacramento, California; Richard, a-phtmtflbeerr:-,--- ------
who djed in Sacramento in-.l-I<.:>8"'99'+----- ______ _ 

Mr. H. P. Decker was educated at night after he had finished his day's 
work, from books he saved the money to buy, and what he has thus learned 

---:C1s;;--;;a'"n the more pnzed DeCause of the-effort requIred to obtaIn it. Dunng 
these days he was living in Sacramento county, California, where he worked 
on a farnl as.a boy. After he had well grounded himself in the rudiments 

- -------

of learning, he fitted himself for the trade of machinist and followed that __ _ 
calling in Sacramento. There he remained until 1879, when he went to 
Vlctona, Bntlsh COlumbia, and contmued to work at his trade there and at 
Nanaimo, the same province. Returning to San Francisco in 1887, he Was-
employed upon the railroad for about three years, and in 1891 went to 

______ --Seattle, Washington, and continned ~orking upon the railroad for one year. 
His next change was made when he began to speculate, and he continued. 
to operate on his own account until October, 1901, when he located at Mt. 
Vernon, Skagit county, Washington, and constructed the best and most--
complete hotel in the county, at an expense of about eleven thousand dollars, 
known as the Hotel ML Vernon After conducting i1--1oL eight or -cine ___ u ___ _ 

months h~leased it. He constructed the water works system of the city,_ 
which he now owns in partnership with R. M. Darrow, and this system 
is the first and only one established to supply a city of seventeen hundred 
people (10m natUl al Spl jngs, but it is fully equal to the demand of 242,000 
~l" day, as '\'lell as-tor -a-much-lat:ger amount. The company is in

corporated under the name of the Mt. Vernon Water and Power Company, 
with H. P. Decker president; R. M. Darrow secretary and treasurer; Willis 
B. Hurr vice-president. In politics Mr. Decker is a Republican, and is very 
·active and served a number of times as delegate to COUllty conventions -while 
residing in Seattle. 

On June 17, 1894, he was married to Margaret Sidney, and she was 
born in Denmark but married in Seattle, Washington. One child, Roy 
Leverne Decker, was born to this marriage, on January 29, 1896. Fra
ternally he is a Mason, and has passed all the degrees from blue lodge to 
thirty-second degree. He is also a member of the Modern Woodmen of 
America-;--Woodmen of theJN~ Roy~l Neighbors; Brotherhood of Rail
road Trainmen and National Association of En ineers. Mr. Decker is 
one of the most popular men of Mt. Vernon, as well as success u, an t e 

---TutuieDefore-mm IS a verypromistng one-:---
---------------

------_._---------_. --
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Skagit county, from June to October of that year. He then came to the 
property on which now stands the town of Sumas, nearly ten ~ars before!!t-=e~ ___ _ 
town was thought of, and as he has since then made this locality his home, 
·he is one of the oldest settlers of the county. He took up a pre-empted claim 
one mile west of the townsite, and as logging seemed about the only busi-
ness in which a man could obtain money, he soon engaged in it, although he 

_____ en~d"'ea7"_'v~ored to clear off his property in the meanwhile. That he was succes~-___ _ 
ful in his undertakings, his present prosperity certainly indicates. A few 

---------=:y~ea=r;;;-;s;--::ca=g::::-o---;hC-e::-Tlocated m Sumas and estabhshed hImself m a real estate--a-na- -
------1I'1"1nftit't11i-nug-business, and he was OIle of the plUmote! s of the gold mining dis---

coveries at Mt. 3aker with R. S. Lambert and Jack Post. He was actively 
engaged in the Post-Lambert properties for some time, and still has large 
holdings in gold mining claims, not only at Mt. Baker but in the Republic 
(Washington) district and in Alaska. He was also one of the original 10-
caters and later full owner of the Silver Tip mine. Mr. Van Valkenburg 
also has large realty interests in Sumas and vicinity, and carries on a suc-

~sfuL1:eal esta.te businesLin thi:Lm~ He was justice of the peace_w ____ _ 
several years. 

-- In-February, 1888, hewas marrlecfin Whatcom countY toMissMi:----- -
tilda J. Post~-afj:atliey have two children, namely: Lydia and Frank. - He--
belongs to the Odd Fellows and is justly regarded as one of the prosperous 

_______ --"au.nwdL-1ll:e:da.uding--1lleD of Sumas, in whose development he has played so important 
a part. 

SAMUEL 7. COOMBS.---
----------- --------

--------.;S;,<:aU.mW1uclel F.Coombs,. of Seattle, Washington, for upward of .forty~hree..... _ 
--years a resident of Puget Sound. was born in South Thompson, Ma~ April 

16, 1831, upon the homestead established by his grandfather, an old soldier 
----::o:c1'f ffie RevOlutionary war. lIie progemtor of the Coombs famIly m?i.mefica-

-- -- - was descended--frotrr-the Huguenotsuf F! ance, and emigl ated to NewEttg--- -- --- --
land about 1760. In his native state Samuel F. grew to manhood and be
came a prominent and influential citizen and while yet a young man, in 1858, 
was elected to and served in the state legislature of which James G. Blaine 
was an honored member. -

In 1859 Mr. Coombs started for California, by the Panama route, 
------ialfmF.·AI'l'llinfllg~ at San Francisco in October,--and at Port- Madison on the- 20th of

December. At the latter place he began work in a mill, but shortly after
____ ----cwi---'a=r~d_\Vas engag~d t9 teach the vill<l~ school, numbering among his pupils_ 

the sons of Edward Hanford-Thaddeus, Cornelius H., Frank, TuG ana 
Oarence; also sons of A. B. Young-who are now among the prominent 

--menof--thestate.--· - -----
In the spring of 1861 Mr. Coombs came to Seattle and found employ

__ ---"m""'e""n=Un J:h~_store of Henry L. Ye!l!e!L\V.h~re he remained for sev~~aLYears, 
a part of the time acting as deputy under T. D. Hinkley, the second post

---m-"a~ster a-nn agenffof1be Wells-Farg6""Express Company. In I867 he opened 
---------- a hotel where now-stands the IIotelNorthern, and dubbed 'it the Vlestern 

Terminus. Seattle at that- time Vlas --booming on account of Govemor-Ste¥---

---- -- -----
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business of manufacturing paper, starting in the mill and working his way 
upward through the various departments, so that he became thoroughly familiar 
WIth the work In prInCIple and oetatI. After masterIng the trade he was ap- --.
pointed superintendent of the Champlain Fibre Company of Willsboro, New 
York, and served in that capacity for two years. He next took charge of the 
Clarion Mills of the New York & Penn..s}'lvania Company, at Johnsonville, ______ _ 
Pennsylvania, superintending their operation for five years. 

-- -- Mr. Jordan came to Everett as a stockholder and assistant treasurer of -----
---- -u---me~veretrPulp. & Paper Company, and soon afterward was made treasurer. 

He looks after the entire mechanical operation of the plant, and his thorough 
understanding of the business in every department well qualifies him to super-
intend the labors of the men who are employed in the factory. This is_thfL ___ __ 
only mill on the Pacific coast or, in fact, west of the Mississippi river manu-
facturIng these grades of paper, and the bUSIness has grown to extensIve and-- -- -
profitable proportions and has become one of the leading industries of Everett, 
contributing much to its business de'lelopmeflt. 

A prominent and active member of the Republican party, Mr. Jordan 
is now serving as a member of the state central committee from Snohomis1!. ___ _ 
county. He belongs to the Chamber of Commerce, to the Benevolent and Pro
tective Order of Elks and is a thirty-second degree Mason. 

HARRISON CLOTHIER. 

Harrison Clothier, deputy COUI!tyassessor of Mr. Vernon, Washington, 
was born July 9, 1840, at Corinth, Saratoga county, New York, and is a son 
of E. K. Clothier,Dorn in Saratoga county, New Y()rk, of an old Amencan-

-iamHy:---'fhe-great-grandfather was in the Continentalarmy, although tlHr 
family originated in England, near London. E. K. Clothier was a farmer by 
occupation and died in 1866. He married Lucy Clothier, born in Saratoga 
county, New York, and a daughter of Ambrose Clothier, a brother of the father 
of her husband. The following children were born to E. K. Clothier and wife, 
namely: Webster, a farmer of New York; Mahlon E., a farmer and merchant 
of Platte Center, Nebraska; Heman, a farmer of New York; our subject; 

--- ---------and Lydia, '1lho married Milo -Oothier,--a cousin and -a--fanner of Saratoga -------
county, New York. . 

Harrison Clothier was educated in the common schools of Saratoga 
county and high school of Macedon Center, Wayne county, New York, from 
which he was graduated in 1868, and for the following two years he taught 

- school-nrNew-¥ork, after--which he wentto--Minnesota and taught--school ----
in that state one term, whence he went to Wisconsin and taught school for 
seven terms, and then, removing to Oregon, taught school there one term. 
In 1875 he located in Whatcom county, Washington, and in that part which 
IS-now -SKagit 'COUIrty he tatignf1w6- terms. Iii the spring of 1877 he pratted 

_._- .--------- -the---lOwifot-~. V-emon, and in 1880 -was- electea:---auditor of the- co-unry---
-------- --------of Whatcom (now Skagit eounty).-Four years later the county was divided, ·~~ __ nm __ _ 

and he was elected one of the first county commissioners of Skagit county. 
In the fall of 1886 he was elected probate judge of the county and in 1889 

____ ~__ . _ .. __ was~le~~.<!~ delegate to theco~s~!~~.!i_()nal_ convention. When the cot1!lty_ 
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treasurer died in May, ISg1, Mr. Clothier was appointed to fill the vacancy 
by the county commissioners. From January, 1893, to 1895, Mr. Clothier's 
attention was occupied with attending to his real estate interests, but in the 
Ia1ter year he went to Ariacortes and managed a sawmIll, reminDIng the;;;;:re..------
until January, 1899, when he was appointed deputy assessor, and is thus 

------- engaged. In March, 1877, with E. G. English, Mr. Clothier started a gen
eral merchandise store At that time there was what was called a tree farm 

_____ H (or jam) in the river for a mile or more, and the waters were not released 
until 1878, when the first steamer went through. Those were the days 
when there were not more than a dozen settlers between Mt. Vernon and 
the Cascade mo"ntains. There were no roads save the Indian trails, and 

------- it took an entire day to go a few miles through the dense undergrowth 
Although not so very many years have intervened, a wonderful change has 
been effected, and flourishing cities stand where once the Indian reigned 
supreme. -------

In politics Mr. Clothier is a Republican, but was formerly a Democrat, 
and has always taken an active part in public matters. He has attended -------
several connty and one state-LOnvention as a delegate, and was cbairmanuoLf _____ _ 
the Skagit county Democratic central committee from 1884 to 1886. He 
is a prominent Mason, joining that order in 1880. In addition to other 

----------nonors, he was the first postmaster of Mt. Vernon, bemg appomted m 1877;-,--------
--------- and held the office until he: was elected auditol, and he was the tegulat Dem-

ocratic nominee for state treasurer in ISg2. 

JARED C. PARKER ______________ _ 

Jared c. Parker, one of the enterprising business men of Whatcom, 
Washington, and a successful printer, was born at Davenport, Iowa, Decem
ber II, 1854, and is a son of Jared C. and Susan M. (White) Parker. The 
father was a successful physician of Davenport, Iowa, and died in 1863. 
H~as. born in New York, as was.-a.lso his wife, and both came of Rev"-'o-=lu~--------
tionary stock. Mrs. Parker lives at Watervliet, Michigan. She is a cousin 
of Elmer White, the prominent naval official recently rettred. Four ch1Tdre;;:;:n;--------

-were born to Dr. and Mrs. -Parker, namely: Jared c.; Merwin-W., crirook-----
keeper of Watervliet; Adelia, who married Dr. W. L. Garrett of Watervliet; 
Ella G., who married Robert P. Moore, a baker of Watervliet, but is now 
a widow. 

Jared C. Parker was educated in the public schools of Davenport, Iowa, 
and Adnan, MichIgan, and at the age of sIxteen years began to learn a-
trade, selecting that of bookbinding. Beginning his teIlll of service at --
Davenport, he continued it at Adrian, and after four years, in 1875, he 
remo¥edto Chicago and woclred.aLiLfOl" __ six months. ~next change was _______ _ 
his location in Boone, Iowa, where he established a bookbinding establish-
ment of his own. For four years he carried it on successfully, but in 1879 
he removed to Marshalltown, Iowa, and after a year pushed on to Salt. Lake 
City, where he soon established a bookbindery, remaining in that city for 
seven years. In 1887 he made another change and located at Cheyenne, 
and thence, after eighteen months, went to Denver, and for three years 

- -------- - ---
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----------

57~ HISTORY OF THE PUGET SOUND COUNTRY. 

_______ --;.o~p-'-er~a'-=-te-"-'d a plant in that city. At the expiration of that time he went to 
Ogden, Utah, spent a year, and in 1891 went to Olympia, and two years 
later finally settled in Whatcom, where he now owns and operates the largest 
printing establishment and bookbindeI y . in- the ci ty, his piant being-equipped----
with the latest machinery -and--appliances, and he controls a- very desirable ----
trade which is constantly increasing. In politics he is an active R~ublican, ____ _ 
and socially is connected with the Commercial Club, while his fraternal 
affiliations are with tIle order known as the Fraternal Aid. ---- - -

----------,On August 23, 1877, Mr. Parker married Ida M. Campbett, a daughter -----
---vo~f James Campbell, a--(:apitalistjef -Salt-Lake City. Three children W@l'-@-----

born of this marriage, namely: Merwin W., who is twenty-five years of 
age and in business with his father; James c., who is twenty-two years of 
age and is an architect in Tacoma, Washington; George H., who is nineteen 
years of age, is a clerk in Tacoma. In 1891 Mr. Parker was married to 
Frankie L Lyon, a daughter of a music dealer at Topeka, Kansas. One 
daughter has been born of this union, Laverne, who is nine years old. 

_____ MAyNARD P. HURD. 

Hon. ·Maynard P. Hurd, one of the leading citizens of -sKagtl county, 
Washington, a prominent and successful attorney at Mt. Vernon, was born 
March 25, 1866, in Wentworth, Cumberland county, Nova Scotia, and is 
a son of R. G. and Margaret (Malone) Hurd. R. G. Hurd was also born 
in Nova Scotia. His ancestors were English born, and they settled in 
Connecticut, his parents later removing to Nova Scotia. His wife was; 

--- ----- born in Ireland, and-diedin--November, ~. A half-blOthel, James -Niclde-, - --------
is a carpenter, residing in -Mt. Vernon, and has four-sist~ as follows· - -- - _ 

_ Ella, who is the wife of L. r. Ford; Anna, who is the wife of C. Yule, in 
a hardware business at Whatcom; Abbie, who is the wife of Fred Ray
mond, a shoe merchant at Whatcom, and MISS Irene, who bves with her 
fatheI at Vihatcolll. 

----------Maynard P. Hurd ootaiIl@d his-· education in the public schools of-- ---
Columbus, Nebraska, and in the Fremont. Normal and Busin~£o11e~ _____ _ 
concluding in 1887. During the time he was taking his business courSe he 
kept himself busied with various occupations, working on railroads, clerking 
in stores, and teaching school. His spare hours during the latter period 
were employed in the reading of law, under Colonel Whitmoyer, of the 
firm of Whitmoyer, Girard & Post, of Columbus, and he was admitted to 
t1t~ supreme court of Nebras.kain I88g. I~ he went to Laconner, ___ _ 
Washington, and formed a law partnership with Harry McBride, now the 

-- governor of· Washtngton: ulnT892· Mr. Hurd was eleciearo- the ThIrd - - ---- --
-~--- -- state legislature, and u in--iS98 -he-was- elected plosecating attomey of Skagit - ----

u-------cou-nty. His services in this position were so valuable that--he was re-elected 
u ___ in 19oQ and served until Iany.an of the ensuing yeAr. ~ memorabk 

cases came within his jurisdiction during his term of office,. and he secured 
__n - tI1e-oollvlctlonof several-muraefers~pfObably the most notable being AHred- -------- -

--- .. -.-- -ffamilton, who-was convicted of the-murder ofl). -M. Woodbury,on--el>I 
- - - _ .. -- the most prominent· attorneys in -the -eetmty. Hamilton took- a change of - ----
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operated a plant in that ~~ At the expiration of that time he went to ___ _ ~ 
Ogden, Utah, spent a year, and in 1891 went to Olympia, and two years 
later finally settled in Whatcom, where he now owns and operates the largest 

--printing establishment and bookbindcl y in the ci ty ,his-plant being equipped 
--with the .latest machinery and appliances, and he controls a very desirable 

trade ·which is constantly increasing. In politics he is an active Republican, 
and socially is connected with the Commercial Club, while his fraternal 
affihatlons are WIth the order Known as the Fraternal Aie:r:--

-~--~- ----- On A:ugttst~,----r877;--Mr~ Parker married-tda--M: Campbell, a daughter -- ~---

- --~--------Oi James-Campbell, a capitalist, -Gt- Salt Lake City. Three children 'Ne-l'@-- - ----

born of this marriage, namely: Merwin W., who is twenty-five years of 
age and in business with his father; James c., who is twenty-two years of 
age and is an architect in Tacoma. Washington; George H., who is nineteen 
years of age, is a clerk in Tacoma. In 1891 Mr. Parker was married to 
Frankie L. Lyon, a daughter of a music dealer at Topeka, Kansas. One 
daughter has been born of this union, Laverne, who is nine years old. 
-------- ----~--

MAYNARD P. HUR.=D-'----._ 

Hon. ·Maynard ¥;-ffurd, one of the leading citizens of Skagit county, 
Washington, a prominent and successful attorney at Mt. Vernon, was born 
March 25, 1866, in Wentworth, Cumberland county, Nova Scotia, and is 
a son of R. G. and MargaretJMalone) Hurd. R. G. Hurd was also born 
in Nova Scotia. His ancestors were English born, and they settled in 
Connecticut, his parents later removing to Nova Scotia. His wife wai 

----born in Ireland, and died in November, 1892. A half blOthe., James Nickle;-- ---
-is-a..carpenter, residing in Mt '\lernon, and has foUt' sisters, as follo~-

Ella, who is the wife of t..J. Ford; An~who is the wife of C. Yule. in __ _ 
a hardware business at Whatcom; Abbie, who is the wife of Fred Ray-

- ----~---- - mond, a shoe merChant at Whatcom, and lliSsTrene, who hves with he-r---
fathe. at 'vVhatcom. 

Maynard P. Rum ---ehlained hiseducatioriin the public schools of 
_Columbus, Nebraska, and in the Fremont Normal and Business COllege.- ___ _ 

concluding in 1887. During the time he was taking his business course he 
kept himself busied with various occupations, working on railroads, clerking 
in stores, and teaching school. His spare hours during the latter period 
were employed in the reading of law, under Colonel Whitmoyer, of the 
firm of Whitmoyer, Girard & Post, of Columbus, and he was admitted to 
the supreme court()f~~!>raska in 188<). In I99Q he went to Laconner. _____ _ 
Washington, and formed a law partnership with Harry McBride, now the 
governor of WashlOgton.-rnT892 Mr. Hurd was elected to the l'hlro-
state legislature, and in -t898--he was elected pi osecutillg attomey of Skagit-

. county. His services in- this position were so valuable that h@ was re-el@cted--- ----
~ __ in 1900 and served until Janu<!rY of the ensuing year. Many memo~ _______ _ 

cases came within his jurisdiction during his term of office, and he secured 
the COllvlctlon of several--niuroerers, probably the most notable being Alfred -----
Hamilton, who was convicted of the murderuf-n-.nM: Woodbury, one-TIt------

~-- -the--mest-prominent attorneys in the county. Hamilton took a change -of-----

-----~---- -~ ---- -_._-- ---- - ~ ----

----- ---.~~-----
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attended school at Sumner. Mr. Blumberg then taught school for five years, 
during -the winter seasons~ spending the summers in farm work. In the 
spring of 1888 he went to Sheldon, Iowa, where he worked until January, 
1889, as a hotel clerk, going then to Skagit county, Washington, again 
spending the summer on the farnl and the winter in the schoolroom. In 
the fall OiI890 he opened a grocery-store at Avon, Skagit county, but dis
posed of it in the following year and taught school for two years at Lacon
nero He then went to Anacortes and worked for a vear as a section hand on 
the railroad, later was given charge of the warehO'use at Anacortes for the 
Seattle & Northern Railroad Company, until the fall of 18gB" 

2'\1 this time Mr. Blumberg came to Mt. Vernon, having-been-a~ ----
-----ipoAoJ,LJin....,t .... e;ud deputy county auditor He remained in that capacity until-February, 

___ 1=:-9~0=2~. when. upon the resignation of Auditor Grant Neal, now a member of _____ _ 
the state board of control, he was appointed auditor, and in the fall was 
elected auditor by the heaviest vote in the county. Mr. Blumberg is still 
filling the duties of this responsible position, with the greatest efficiency. 
He is an actiYe and influen-tial member of the R-q,rublican party, and, ''lith 
one exception, has attended all of the county conventions of Skagit county 
since 1890. He has served on the county central committee, and in 1894 
was deputy superintendent of schools for this county. 

On October 1, 1890, Mr. Blumberg was united in marriage with Allie 
Baltholomew, at Seattle, who was hom in 'vVOIthington, Indiana, and is a 

~----- daugbter of Cynthia A. Bartholome'N, who accompanied her toW-ash-ingtg9:on-----
in 1872. Mrs. Blumberg's father was a soldier in the Civil war and resides 
with a son at Peoria, Illinois. - Mr. Blumb"erg and his estimable wife have 

----- a family of five sons, namely : llvlnA., born in December, 1891; Frank -""'"E.-.,------
~~--1l()rn tn January, I894;Judson A., born in January, 1896;- George, born in 

September, 1898; and Edward F., born in July, 1901. The family belongs 
to the Episcopal church. Mr .Blumberg is fraternally associated with the 
order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias. the Ancient Order QLU""-'n,..,i"'te"'d"----__ _ 
Workmen, and in the Masonic fraternity is senior warden of the blue lodge 

-----ana 1S secretary of Mt. Vernon Chapter No. 17, R. A. M. He is a first-class 
------;c,..i+Ttizen ill every way -and- is representative of the intelligence, r ... e""s'"p,...on......,;siihbi-1illiiit""y,---------

and progressiveness of the great state of Washington. 

WILLIAM H. T. BARNES. 

Among the best citizens· of the locality, esteemed alike for his sterling 
-worthot-character and his activity intheousiness worla, is wmtanr1I-:- -r:---- ----

---Barnes, -a worthy representativeo-f an honored old family. He was-bom- in n -- -- - -

-- ---Lo.d.i, Columbia connty, Wisconsin, on.the 17..th.of March, 1853, and is a 
soILC>fJames and An~Oa1~Barn~, both natives of Engl~dl ___ a=n""d"---bo=t=h ____ _ 
descended from prominent families of that country. The father, who also 
followed the profession of pharmacy, passed away in death on the 16th of 
January, 1902, but the mother is still living, and now makes her home in 
Seattle. In this family were two sons, the broth.er of our subject being 

---lames, who is engaged in the xealestate business in North Yakima, .... W'>"4a~sh~-"------
ington, while the daughters are: H~ttie A., the wife of Ioh!!JI-'-._Sa=rl=in=.=,gt:.=o=nL-, _______ ~ ______ ~ 
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the Susquehanna river at Nineveh, New York, also three others across the 
Susquehanna, and he lost his life in Nineveh, New York, in 1852, by the 

------Ourstmg of a. dam; lie was the only one on the bridge at the tIme. HIS'--=w=i~ieC::------
was Alta A. (Carter) Williams, born in Berkshire cOWlty, Massachusetts, 
and eoming of-an old American family of Revcltttionary stoek and English---
descent. Her father was born in Massachusetts. The children born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Williams were as follows: Charles K.. of Sandersfield, 
Massachusetts. is sheriff of Berkshire cOWlty; Benjamin F., of Wallingford, 
Connecticut, in the Brittania works; David P., who was sttperintendent of 
the Holyoke Massachusetts Paper -Company, died tn 1902; our subject; ---------
Jeannette, widow of John Palmer, who was connected with the Panama-reR:l:3aH3df----
--across the Isthmus The last named went to P-anama in 1853 and returned.... ___ _ 
to 'Wallingford. Connecticut, and later to New York cit)' in 1902, having 
been there for forty-nine years; for thirty years of tltat time she resided on 
the Isthmus without once returning to her old home, even on a VISIt. The 
mother of this family died in 1862. 

Robert VI. 'NiHiams was -educated in the county schools of Lee;--Ma,~ssa;;a----
--.chuset1s,-----1Ultil-lS6-I, at which time he removed -to Boston, Massachusp .... t .... ts,.., ____ 

___ and for two and one-half years w.ent to school in that city and studied d=e=n~-____ _ 
tistry. In January, 1864, he enlisted in Company I, Fifty-seventh Massa
chusetts, under GeneralB'artlett, and on April 24, I'804~e regIment was 
sent south and participated in the battleottlie Wilderness, May 5 and&,--
Spottsylvania on May 12, in front of Petersburg on June 17, and after that 
participated in the campaign of the-Army of the ~mac until March 25, 

_______ 1865. While in front of Petersburg our subjectlost his right leg,and_was ______ _ 
also slightly wounded in the battle of the \Vilderness and Spottsylvania. 
When he ·was first wounded he was first sergeant~ and was afte!'w---=-ar~dr:-s--
brevetted captain, being mustered out in October, 1865. The first business --------
that he was able to transact after his return from the army ~s in the Boston 

------\.lCl ... 1swtOVJmcu- house in I866, from which he '#as transferred to the business office 
of the Boston postoffice in 1872 andJemained there until his resignation ~ 
May, 1888. During that time he was postmaster at Somerville" Massa

---enusetts, two years, was transfeITedfrom there to Roxbury, Massachuse7tt;-s-, -, --
--------- ._- - and there he--teD.aered his resignation on accQunt--ofllt-nealth. Betievipg-thar--

he might be benefited, Mr. \Villiams went to California, but shortl, went 
____ ----Lifa:Urt~bUJeCJ.r . ..north to Puget Sound His steamer unfortunately met with very .---- ___ _ 

severe weather and barcly escaped, but in December, 1888, he finally reached _ u _____ _ 

Mt. Vernon. Two years later he built a hotel in Burlington, Skagit county, 
----------------- and later organIzed the Boston Shingle Company, at se<Iro Woolley, Wash-

ington. He organized the W ilhams & Henry shingte mill located at MH-iltt-l-=--
tewn, Skagit ootmty, in, 1897, -and is still conducting- it, the plant having a --
capacity of eighty thousand shingles per day. In politics he is a stanch 
RepUblican, and has represented his party in county conyentions a number 
of times. On December 25, 1867, he was married to Alma A. Parker at 
Boston; she is a native of Vermont and a daughter of A. H. Parker, a 
farmer of Vermont. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liams, Walter W., Emma and Lena. Fraternally Mr. Williams is a thirty
second degree Mason and Knight of Honor, Red Man, belongs to the 
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Knights and Ladies of Honor, Grand Army of the Republic post, of which 
National Commander Stewart has appointed him aide-de-camp with the 
rank of colonel. 

ISAAC DUNLAP. 
------~-~-~ ----------------

~---- --- Isaac Dwrlap, one of the leading rallchmen ot--LacOIDleI, Vv'ashington, 
---- was born NovelnOOt- 3-. 1832, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and is a son of 

Tames Dunlap, born in Ireland and died in 1853, and his wife, Mary (Moore) 
Dunlap, born in Ireland and died in 1870. 

Isaac Dunlap was reared in the public schools of PhiladelphIa, and con
cluded-his education in 1848, after Which he learnedthe~~rade of a chande
lier-maker in his native city, there remaining until 1852. For the next 
eleven }'ears be Jived in I inn county, Iowa, and worked upon a fann,b u-,-\q.ILt ________ _ 
in 1863 he crossed the plains wi!h a single mule team to Californi~ During 

~-----:---'"'-----------

that hard trip a child was born to him and his wife. There were ninety-
three wagons in the train, and Indians did not dare attack it on account of 
its strength. Upon arrival in California Mr. Dunlap went to San Joaquin 
county and engaged in farming for thirteen years, and in 1877 he removed 
to Laconner and purchased land on the fiats, since which time he has been 
acquiring land until he now owns five hundred and fifty acres of some of 
the finest land m the world, capable of averagmg one hundred bushels of 

----,,0""a .... ts.---+.tor...--tt'hh .... e--<arr\; ... r .... e.---6Ac-npo7l'rlI thi,o'""n...--.oTlfO-ttitTili .... s-ti""aI"'ldrl--11"'Ia:n:s.--hbeiPlePlI"'-I-rp""I'nortdrtucrijmnrng'--'o'"a!>1tl-c!s--.e .... 9"..e ... r .... y-y"'ea.."..,r~-- ~ -~--~~-----

- ~ ~ ----- ---- for thirty years, and no change is shown in the crops. I:k bored two ,~,rells, 
ninety-three feet deep, and ~ for a distance of ninety feet the soil is the same 
straight through. Three and one-half acres of the tract is devoted to fruit
raising. In addition to his landed interests Mr. Dunlapls a stockholder of 

- thePolson Hardware COfnpany, which has stores at Laconner, Seanfe..,----..an.-..7dl-----
'Nenatchee. In politics he is-a-stanch Republican, and has attended state 

____ ~.n__and connty conventions; was elected county commissioner of Whatcom 
county and twice for Skagit county, and was one of the first commissioners 
of the newly created county of Skagit about 1883. Several times he has 
been elected road supervisor of Skagit county. His ranch is two and one
half-miles from Laconner. --------- ------ ~~--- --~--

On December 24, 1859,. he was married to Susan Maxwell, born in 
Iowa. and a daughter of Thomas Maxwell, of Scotch descent. The follow-
ing children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Dunlap, namely: James, a 
farmer at Laconner, has been county treasurer three times; Alexander I. 
is manager and stockholdeI of the Polson Hardware- Company at LacOIlIIet , 
William is a farmer on his father's ranch; Samuel is a farmer at Ridgeway, 

u~kagit county. William also' owns a fine farm, but1eI1t£ it while be ta~k~es~ __ 
care of that of his father. The family own about twelve hundred and eighty 
acres in Skagit county. There are also three daughters in the family, 

.- namely: Mary·· married 1:..ouis McFarla,nd, alanner-fteafLaconner; Rosanna 
married Arthur Flagg, a farmer near Laconner; Rowena married Martin 
Best, a farmer near Laconner. Fraternally Mr. D~--iS- a member of 
the Odd Fellows. The Dunlap family is a large __ one~f()r there are twenty 
grandchildren, and among them all there has so far been but one death, 
and that was of an iriTanf -scarcely a year old. 
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to Puget Sound, via San Francisco, and assisted in the construction of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad at Tacoma and got out piles for the first ter
minal wharf at Tacoma. The next two years he was at various places and 
vanously employed, prospect1Og for gold, work1Og 10 a mIll, etc. In 1876 
he rode on horseback from Los Angeles, California, to Pueblo, ColOladO, 
for the purpose of ~ing the country and-withan---idea of locating. HO't\'- - ----
ever he did not find a location then and after a_visit to the Centennial Ex-
pQsition at Philadelphia he return~d td Puget Sound. He cam~th""""e,----_ 
Skagit river and was the first settler within the township east of what is 

-----now Sedro WOolley, and built the first cabm. Be10g ahead of the survey, he 
squatted, but pre empted when the survey was made, on lamtiocated five 

-------11IT1nC1-lilff><eseast of Sedro V/oolley, andh~he lived, labored and prospered for a 
quarter of a century. He sold his fat"m---in- 1902, having moved into Sedro 
Woolley, where he has a pleasant home. 

Mr. Conme knows all the hardshi s and privations of the early pio-
neer .. A year after his settlement here other settlers came, and soon e 

------...,w=o-=rk~ooc1f~cl>-=e=a~nng away flie1imber and making roadsana-farms was carried 
forward. Mr. Conmey cut logs on Skagit river and sold them to the mills, 
he helped to build the roads, and he was what was known as a "swift w.ater 

____ ---'mJ.l<l.an ..... ," running a canoe on the river to carry the mail and also his neighbors. 
____ ~I~n::.....J:"pc--:o=li~ti:--ccs-=- he e_ai"lLtook a prominent and active part, affiliating with the 

RepUblican party, and has attended many of the county conventions of his 
party. Mr. Conmey was married in December, 1885, at Birds View, Skagit 
valley, to Miss Meta Behrens, a native of Germany, and they have five 
daughters, Anna, Mamie, Katie, Eleanor and Matie. 

FRED F. WILLARD. 

Fred F. Willard, assessor of Skagit county, Washington, and residing 
at Mt. Vernon, that state, was born March 7, 1860, in Essex county, New 
York, and is a sorr-ut-Sidney S. Willard, born in Troy, New YOlk. He 
came of a good old American family of English descent, and died in 1900. 
His wife bore the maiden name of Roxy E. Westcott, and she also was 
born in Essex county, New York. Her grandfather was a soldier in the 
Continental army, and her father served in the war of 1812. The family 

-------d.--e-s-cended from EiigIlsh and ScofCli ancestry. The cIuldren born to Mr. and 
Mrs. SIdney Willard were as follows: Augustus, a notel man and wheat 

------<:smpcPOec~utlla""tl-ro ... l_ot Necedah, ... Wisconsin;-Elizabeth- resides * New Lisbon, Viis 
----------eco~nrus~in~;~arnn~d F~r~ed~F~.~-----------------------

. __ .. _____ ---LF--..Ir-'"e .... d~F"---Willard was educated in the puhlic~ls of Wisconsin, after 
_______ w~h"'::ic=h he attended_ high school, from which he was graduated in 1879, and ___ _ 

in the following spring he went into northern Nebraska and engaged in the 
cattle business for two years. From there he went to Minnesota, and em-
barked in the lumber business, remaining from eighteen months to two 
years. His next location was in South Dakota, where he was interested in 
lumber lor two years, and fOl:..tht:ee years operatecLau general mercantile 
business. __ k the . ~d.1}g of 1890 he went to Stanwoo.<L. Snohomish county, 
Washington,_ and_took up a timber claim. Remaining there for two years, 

-----
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he then went to Skagit county, and worked in lumber and shingle mills at 
Sedro until the fall of 1898~ when he was elect~d both town clerk and =sc~h""oo~l ___ _ 
clerk of the district, and he held those offices· until he was elected assessor 
of Skagit county, in tfiefall of 1902, on the Republican ticket. While in 

-----ES~ed""'.~ro~,~n~0=wS-eaF6 Woolley, he was police magistrate during the years 1901 
and. 1902, in connection with his clerkships. He was also field assessor for 
the Sedro Woolley district during 1899, aruL-WaS census enumerator for that---
district in 1900. _-=-_-:-____ . 

On August 3, 1895, he was married to Rose Lederle at Sedro Woolley. 
She is a native of Pennsylvania and a daughter of Joseph· Lederle, who was 

-----+bo ........ m,.,---ij'l"rn--F.G'-'e·rmany; Gne son, Jesse, was born November 17, 18g6, and a--
----s<iaalUlHgffhltteffr,-Rose,was born July 25, 1898. ~ V'/illard is a member of the 

order of Odd Fellows, Modern Woodmen, and Eagles Politicall¥ be is a 
~ublican, 'aEd has always taken an active part in public affairs. He has 

represented the party in nearly all county conventions since he has been in 
Skagit county . 

. _----- --------

IRA H. CASE. 

The Case Investment Company of Tacoma, which has its offices at 
501-502 Bernice building, is one of the solid financial concerns of this bustling 

. western city. The capital stock of the company is twenty thousand dollars, 
and its generat purposes are to buy, sefl amhievelop first-class mining plOposi
tions, to deal in stocks and bonds, to secure franchises, to organize and finance 
corporations, and in a general way to promote the moneyed interests of the 
Puget Sound country. The enviable success and the confidence and patron-

. age won to this company from the solid business men of Tacoma, are due in 
no small "degree to the excellent gentleman who is its president and man
ager, Ira H. Case. 

- -. -----------JTl-IhfM!e4ast-iwoget=lerations of .this-- family--were--nati~ of Illinois, and----m 
Charles Case. __ w.as.born in the....industrial city of. Kewanee, HeIIrY--CoJlIlt)r.. __ 
He was a farmer by occupation, and about 1870 went to Kansas to live, 
afterward spent some years in California, and in 1880 returned to the old 

-------th=o=m=e.-.=atr Kewanee-lO spend the remainder olnls days. His -death occurred -.-----
-----inj~ --H1s--wife--was Lucinda -Hili, a ilati ve of New· Y 01 k state. - -. -- ---.--

Kewanee, Illinois, is the birthplace of Ira H. Case, the .son of these 
parents, and the date of his birth was in 1861. His mother died when he 
was scarcely one year old, and he was reared under the care of his grand
parents in the vicinity of Lansing, Michigan. As he was able to attend 
school only until he was thirteen years 01Q, most of his education has been 

------laKe~qltlt1:t:1if:'ee:fi-din the-more rugged sehool of life;-and the £aet that he is a weH--- - -- --
rounded and intelligent man is evidence that he improved all the opportunities 
which came to him. In 1878 the family moved to Neillsville, Wisconsin, 
and here Ira spent the day in clerking in a store and the evening in the study 
of law, which was the profession toward which his ambitious mind had 
turned. Later he entered a law office, and with the practical and theoretical 
knowJedgeof-the- subject here gained he was admitted to the bar at the ~e __ _ 
of twenty-two._Tben, in 1883, "he went to South. Dakota and practiced law- _ 

--- ~ ------- ._----
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with two other parties, a shingle mill at Burlington, Washington. In 1893 
he erected a second shingle mill at a cost of twenty-two thousand dollars, 
which was operated by the Mt. Vernon Shingle Lumber Company, with 
Mr. Dale as secretary and manager, but the mill was destroyed by fire that 
same year. In 18gB Mr. Dale was honored by election as county assessor, 
and re-elected in 1900, serving until January, 19<>3. 'vVheu he fir sl ar rived 
the country was very sparsely settled, and-oommunication with commercial 

---------e;;;cenemt.c:e~rs_was difficult During . all these years Mr Dale has watched and 
______ ~,-I'p .... a"-'rt ... ic..,.i¥p""'at""e""d~l~· n the wonderful progress and development of the country, an_d __ _ 

has always contributed his part to assist. During the seventies lumbering 
was the only industry in the Puget Sound district. What is now the best 

--portion-of the country was then wltd land, and att-of the tide lands have 
been reClaimed since 18;16. 

-----------Jlblnl--PpoOJllJ.ljt~ic~s'_M.LVJ.Jr~D.J<aiIJlcee~is a Republican and bas participated in nearly every 
_______ -"'co""n""v"-"e""'n.,..tion since the formation of Skagit county. He has also represented __ _ 

the county in state conventions. On December 16, 1877, he married Mary 
A. Stevens, at Edison, Washington. She was born in Houston county, Min
nesota, a daughter of Edwin Stevens, a farmer of Minnesota and Iowa. 
Two boys have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Dale, namely: William Edwin, 
a stationary engineer of Mt Vernon; James Arthur Bo.t:aJtaye bad the 
advantage of a two years' course in the Acme Business College of Seattle. _________ _ 
The two daughters of the family are Miss Adelaide and Miss Ella. Mr. 
Dale IS a Mason and belongs to the Hesperus COmmandery;ana IS also a --------- ---
Knight of Pythias, uniform rank. He is now in the real estate and abstract 
business in Mt. Vernon, Washington, and is one of the successful men of 

--the .-C1U· t¥-y~-

THOMAS L. RICHARDSON. 

_ Thomas L. Richardson, senior member of the great lumber firm of 
Richardson & Todd, Tacoma, Washington, is one of the progressive and 
enterprising citizens-and, in contributing to the success of the city's interests, 

---------1h .... a~s~ga~ih.n~ed,.f--.t~ortune and prominence tor himself. - ---
--- -- -Mr. Richardson was born inl&t:S-, at \VintersviHe, Sullivan county-,-------

------------.lM~isil:isou:lu;lrr-l.i,and is a son of Hiram and Nanq (Harris) Richardson. The -------
'father was born in Kentucky and came to Indiana when a youth. He mar
ried there and removed to Sullivan county, Missouri, and was one of its 
earliest settlers. He lived on the same farm, where all his children were 
,born, all his life, and our subject's eldest brother still lives there, the old 
place never having been out of the family. Hiram Richardson died some 

--------'y\I'Ce:ila~rs since, and his wife, a native of Kentucky, died in 1876. 
, Thomas L. Richardson was reared on the farm and attended one of the 
old log-house schools. It was of the kind supplied with a fireplace which 
required the services of a haH dozen lads to bring in the huge back log. 
The children sat on puncheon seats, and during cold weather warmed up at 
the fire in regular succession. Nevertheless the n.ecessary rudiments were 
well drilled into the pupils, although sometimes the birch was brought into 
'Use. Our subject, however, left his books when but a lad of fifteen years, 

_____ 'ancl in the early part of 1864 enlisted in CompanyILYQ!'!)1-fourth Missouri 

--- - -- --------

------ ------------- ----------------
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CALLIE CASTILLO 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
REVENUE DIVISION 
PO BOX 40123 
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