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I NATURE OF THE CASE AND DECISION
Jaegels filed a complaint seeking (1) a declaration that RCW

84.56.010, .020, .050 and RCW 84.64 were unconstitutional as applied to
them and (2) an injunction barring the assessment and collection of
property taxes on property they owned in Skagit County. Record at 5-23.

The county and state separateiy filed answers, Record at 93-95,
190-93, and motions for judgment on the pleadings under CR 12(c).
Record at 96-189, 194-266.

Jaegels did not file a response. Instead, they filed a “Notice”
asserting the county and State had acted in concert with the “STATE OF
WASHINGTON SKAGIT COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT a.k.a. IN THE
SUPERIOR COURT FOR SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON” to
“convert” their complaint “into what appear[ed] to be a security, which
was sold into the international marketplace. Record at 80-86. In effect,
Jaegels asserted a belief that the court did not have jurisdiction to hear and
decide the county and state’s CR 12(c) motions.

On August 12, 2011, the court heard argument on the county and
state’s motions and then issued its orders dismissing their complaint.

Record at 272-73. (Jaegels have only appealed this order.)

After the superior court had dismissed their complaint, Jaegels

noted a hearing on their previously filed motion for default judgment. The



trial court declined to entertain their motion for default. Record at 296.
Jaegels did not appeal this order. Jaegels’ notice of appeal, filed
September 12, 2011, specifically requests review of the court’s orders of
August 12, 2001, a copy of which was attached to the notice of appeal,
and does not mention the court’s order of September 12, 2011.

II. ISSUES PRESENTED FOR REVIEW

1. Should the court affirm the superior court’s order dismissing
Jaegels’ complaint?

2. Is Jaegels’ appeal, which asserts that the superior court lacked
jurisdiction to hear the county and state’s motions to dismiss, frivolous
and, if so, should the court impose sanctions against them?

III. ANALYSIS

Jaegels have only appealed the trial court’s order of August 12,
2011, which granted the county and state’s motions for judgment on the
pleadings. Issues about Jaegels’ motion for default judgment is not before
the court.

A. Standard of review.

A trial court's decision on a motion on the pleadings is reviewed de

novo. Gaspar v. Peshastin Hi-Up Growers, 131 Wn. App. 630, 634, 128

P.3d 627 (2006), review denied, 158 Wn.2d 1029, 152 P.3d 1033 (2007).

Dismissal under CR 12(c) is appropriate only if it is beyond doubt that the



plaintiff can prove no facts that would justify recovery, considering even
hypothetical facts outside the record. Gaspar, 131 Wn. App. at 635.
“Usually, dismissal is granted ... ‘only in the unusual case in which
plaintiff includes allegations that show on the face of the complaint that

there is some insuperable bar to relief.” ” Fondren v. Klickitat County, 79

Wn. App. 850, 854, 905 P.2d 928 (1995). In making this determination,
the court must presume that the plaintiff's allegations are true and may

consider hypothetical facts that are not included in the record. Burton v.

Lehman, 153 Wn.2d 416, 422, 103 P.3d 1230 (2005).

B. Because Jaegels’ alleged status is not relevant to the taxation of
their property, dismissal of their complaint was proper.

Jaegels’ complaint alleges that RCW 84.56.010, .020, .050 and
RCW 84.64 were unconstitutional as applied to them because:

(1) They are not “14™ Amendment citizens” and are not
subject to the jurisdiction of Skagit County, the State of
Washington, or the Skagit County Superior Court (Record
at 15);
(2) They have terminated their “charitable gift to the social
security public trust and have refused any and all

government benefits and privileges (Record at 16);



(3) They are not associated with Skagit County or the State
of Washington (Record at Memo at 21-22); and
(4) They do not voluntarily “contract” with Skagit County
and/or the State of Washington (Memo at 22-23).
Jaegels variously repeat these arguments throughout their
Appellants’ Brief.
None of Jaegels’ four reasons is relevant to whether Jaegels’
Skagit County property is subject to property tax. With the exception of a
few enumerated exemptions, none of which apply to Jaegels, the
obligation to pay property taxes is based on the location of the property,
not on the status of the property owner:
All property now existing, or that is hereafter created
or brought into this state, shall be subject to
assessment and taxation for state, county, and other
taxing district purposes, upon equalized valuations
thereof, fixed with reference thereto on the first day

of January at twelve o'clock meridian in each year,
excepting such as is exempted from taxation by law.

RCW 84.36.005. Thus, even if Jaegels were foreign citizens, they would
have to pay real property taxes for the simple reason that they own real
property in Skagit County. See RCW 84.40.020 (“All real property in this
state subject to taxation shall be listed and assessed every year[.]”)

Also, the amount of the property tax is based on the value of the

property being taxed. RCW 84.40.030 (“All property shall be valued at



one hundred percent of its true and fair value[.]”) The owner’s status has
nothing to do with the amount of the tax. Further, property tax foreclosure
proceedings are “in-rem”:

... Similarly, property tax foreclosure
proceeding are also “in-rem.” See, e.g., RCW
84.64.050 (“the county treasurer shall proceed to
issue certificates of delinquency on the
property.”), and RCW 84.64.080 (“no
assessments ... shall be considered illegal ... on
account of the property having been ... listed ...
without name, or in any other name than that of
the owner. ... The court shall give judgment ...
and such judgment shall be a several judgment
against each tract or lot or part of a tract or lot.”).

Glacier Village-Eatonville LLC v. Dale Washam, Pierce County Assessor-

Treasurer, Board of Tax Appeals no. 08-148, Final Decision (October 30,
2009). An in-rem proceeding is a proceeding against the property, not
against the property owner. See Black’s LLaw Dictionary at 713 (1979)
(“An ‘action in rem’ is a proceeding that takes no cognizance of owner but
determines right in specific property against all of the world, equally
binding on everyone.”)

Because property taxes are based on the property being assessed
without regard to any “conduct,” Jaegels’ four excuses, which amount to
bald claims that fail to distinguish their status from other persons who own

property in Skagit County, are not relevant to (1) the establishment of tax



rolls, (2) the county Treasurer’s duty to collect property taxes, or (3) a
foreclosure for the non-payment of property taxes.

It follows that Jaegels’ as-applied constitutional challenge must fail
and the trial court’s decision should be affirmed simply because Jaegels’
alleged status has nothing to do with the application of the several
challenged statutes and no conceivable set of facts would support their
claim. The trial court did not err when it dismissed Jaegels’ complaint.

C. Jaegels’ gambit to deprive the Skagit County superior court of
jurisdiction is not supported by authority or reason.

Jaegels’ beliefs about the law approach delusion and nonsense. If
they disagree with the law, they make up a reason to ignore it. See
Appellants’ Brief at 40 (“Plaintiffs rebut the form of the law in its
application with the substance of the law.”) If they fancy a premise, they
justify it with random inferences. See Appellant’s Briefat 11 (55. Does
the SUPERIOR COURT interfere with discovery when its’ (sic) judges
and administration are directly asked to explain the SUPERIOR COURT
investment derived from plaintiffs file documents which are tracked via
Fidelity Select Energy Portfolio CUSIP 316390764, fund no.”)

Jaegels’ inconsistent and false premises are not supported by any
citation to authority or reasonable fact. Where an appellant fails to support

an argument with citation to relevant authority or to relevant facts in the



record, the court should not consider the issue. See Ensley v. Pitcher, 152

Wn. App. 891, 906 n. 12, 222 P.3d 99 (2009) (citing RAP 10.3(a)(6));

Cowiche Canyon Conservancy v. Bosley, 118 Wn.2d 801, 809, 828 P.2d

549 (1992); Smith v. State, 135 Wn. App. 259, 270 n. 11, 144 P.3d 331
(2006).

Should the court disagree, however, that Jaegels’ “jurisdictional”
argument has any merit, the following is provided.

In their Appellants’ Brief, Jaegels expand on their views about
“contracting” with the county, the state, and the court to assert that the
superior court lacked jurisdiction to grant the county and state’s motion
for judgment on the pleadings because they did not “contract” with the
“SKAGIT COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT.”

Apparently Jaegels recognize the “superior court for the county of
Skagit” as the only forum with jurisdiction to hear their complaint.
However, they fail to provide any legal authority to support the idea that
they have a contract with any court. Logically, this belief must fail. The
superior court is not a party that can be “hired” to hear cases. See

Greenlaw v. United States, 554 U.S. 237,243, 128 S. Ct. 2559, 2564, 171

L. Ed. 2d 399 (2008) (“[W]e rely on the parties to frame the issues for

decision and assign to courts the role of neutral arbiter of matters the



parties present.”) There is no precedent to support the idea that the filing
of a complaint creates a contract between the court and a party.

Jaegels’ belief that the form that they used for the headings on
their pleadings identifies the only forum that can hear their complaint can
only be described as convoluted and obscure. This is especially so when
they advance their belief in an effort to deny the court’s jurisdiction over
their complaint.

Jaegels assert that “Skagit County,” SKAGIT COUNTY,” and
“WASHINGTON STATE” are non-governmental entities that have
usurped the authority of the “county of Skagit” and “state of Washington.”
Jaegels also assert that, because the county and state used “SKAGIT
COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT” to identify the court on their respective
motions for judgment on the pleadings, the county and state unlawfully
transferred their complaint to a corporate court that lacked jurisdiction to
hear and rule on their complaint.

Jaegels’ jurisdictional argument is internally inconsistent and is not
supported by any fact or precedent.

For example, Jaegels’ summons provides “[t]his petition is issued
pursuant to Rule four of the Superior Court Civil Rules of the State of
Washington.” Record at 2. However, they fail to realize that CR 4

specifically allows for the use of the form “Skagit County” in the heading



of a summons. The court rule suggests the following to identify the court
in a summons:

SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON
FOR [ ] COUNTY

CR 4(b)(2). This rule has the force of law. See Waples v. Yi, 169 Wn.2d

152, 161, 234 P.3d 187 (2010) (“If a statute and a court rule cannot be
harmonized, the court rule will generally prevail in procedural matters and
the statute in substantive matters.”) It would be absurd to conclude that
simply styling an answer or a motion for judgment on the pleadings as
suggested in the court rule style amounts to a change of forum.

In further example of the internal inconsistency in Jaegels’
assertions, they knowingly filed their summons and complaint, with
attached memorandum, with the “SKAGIT COUNTY CLERK.” Their
summons is stamped:

FILED
SKAGIT COUNTY CLERK

SKAGIT COUNTY, WA
2011 AUG -8 PM 4:25

Record at 1.
Another stamp on their summons identifies the court as follows:

SKAGIT COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
NANCY K. SCOTT
SKAGIT COUNTY CLERK
MOUNT VERNON, WA

Record at 1.



Similarly, their complaint is stamped
FILED
SKAGIT COUNTY CLERK

SKAGIT COUNTY, WA
2011 AUG -8 PM 4:27

Record at 5.

It follows from the court rules and the fact of their knowingly
filing their summons and complaint with the SKAGIT COUNTY CLERK
that Jaegels chose to litigate their complaint in the Skagit County Superior
Court.

If they had made any effort to determine whether another forum

was available, they could have looked at the website administered by the

“The State Supreme Court.” See http://www.courts.wa.gov/. The Court
identifies the several superior courts in the state, including:

Court County
Skagit County Superior Court Skagit County

http://www.courts.wa.gov/appellate trial courts/?fa=atc.crtPage&crtType

=Super.

Willfully ignoring the court rules and their own conscious choice
of forum, Jaegels continue to assert that “SKAGIT COUNTY, Skagit
County or SUPERIOR COURT OF SKAGIT COUNTY or any other

variation of spelling, case usage or word orientation” including

10



“ ‘SUPERIOR COURT OF THE COUNTY OF SKAGIT,’ is a private
tribunal, not created, established, authorized, or sanctioned by
law[.]”Record at 13.

As with their other arguments, Jaegels fail to support this assertion
with any citation to meaningful authority. For example, although Jaegels

quote extensively from Poindexter v. Greenhow, 114 U.S. 270, 290, 5 S.

Ct. 903, 914, 29 L. Ed. 185 (1885) at page 22 of their Appellants’ Brief,
they fail to observe that Poindexter addresses the unlawful distraint of

property, not the obligation to pay taxes. See Poindexter v. Greenhow, 114

U.S. at 273 (City treasurer, charged by law with the duty of collecting
taxes due to the state of Virginia, erroneously refused cash and coupons in
the amount of the tax of $12.45 and instead seized a desk valued at $30.)
Jaegels also fail to observe that the language they quoted from Poindexter
addresses whether an agent may raise a claim of sovereign immunity to
avoid responsibility for his wrongful acts. The ellipses Jaegels used in the
first line of the Poindexter quote replaces “In the discussion of such
questions,” which refers to the use of the defense of sovereign immunity

in such situations. See Poindexter v. Greenhow, 114 U.S. at 285 (“It is

next objected that the suit of the plaintiff below could not be maintained,
because it is substantially an action against the state of Virginia, to which

it has not assented.”)

11



Further, Jaegels fail to acknowledge and distinguish over 100 years
of precedent in using “Skagit County” and “State of Washington” to
identify the county and state. The form * County” has been
used in litigation to identify the county since statehood. See Gash,

Wooding, and Taylor, the Board of County Commissioners of King

County v. Davies and Wood, 1 Wash. 290 (1890); Martin v. Whitman

County, 1 Wash. 254 (1890). Even before statehood, the form

(13

County” was used to identify the territorial court from

which an appeal was taken. See Lilienthal v. Wright, 1 Wash. 1 (1890)
(“Appeal from District Court, Pierce County” used to identify territorial
court from which order entered on March 16, 1888 was taken.)'

In further example, “Skagit County” was an accepted reference for

the county in 1888. “Skagit County” appears throughout A History of the

Puget Sound Country, written by Col. William Farrand Prosser and

published in 1903. See Appendix A.> And the words “Washington State”
appear twice on the book’s title page.
The form “ County” appears in early newspapers. For

example, the Washington Gazette, which used “King county” on its

! Washington was admitted as the forty-second state on November 11, 1889.

? Excerpts of A History of the Puget Sound Country are provided at Attachment A. A
complete copy of the book is available on the website maintained by the Secretary of
State. See http://www.sos.wa.gov/history/publications_detail.aspx?p=15.

12



masthead, published a paean to “King County” and other articles using the
words “King County” in 1863:

The Washington Gazette
SEATTLE, KING Co. August 15, 1863

Resources of King County

King County, (so named after the Vice President
under Pierce’s administration,) was organized in
1853-’54. Seattle, the County Seat, is situated on a
beautiful elevation of land on Elliot’s Bay, near the
mouth of Duwamish River, and may be seen from the
Sound in passing up and down.

The agricultural resources of King County, are,
without doubt, unequaled by any other county in
Washington Territory, and . . .

Appendix B..

Even the judges on the United States Supreme Court recognize that

“Skagit County” well-identifies the county. See Troxel v. Granville, 530

U.S. 57,61, 120 S. Ct. 2054, 2057, 147 L. Ed. 2d 49 (2000) (“In
December 1993, the Troxels commenced the present action by filing, in
the Washington Superior Court for Skagit County[.]”)

There is simply no precedent for Jaegels’ bald assertion that the
superior court lacks jurisdiction to hear and decide the county and state’s

motions for judgment on the pleadings because it is identified as the

3 hitp://www.sos.wa.gov/history/images/newspapers/SL_dir_seattlewashgaze/pdf/

SL dir_seattlewashgaze 08151863.pdf#page=2
http://'www.sos.wa.gov/history/images/newspapers/SL_dir_seattlewashgaze/pdf/SL._dir s
eattlewashgaze 08151863 .pdf#fpage=2

13



Skagit County Superior Court in the county and state’s pleadings. Jaegels’
premise is an outlandish concept. Jaegels cannot file a complaint against
the state and county in the superior court and then claim that the superior
court lacks jurisdiction to rule against them because the county and state
did not conform to their vision of the appropriate style. As set forth above,
no fact or cogent analysis supports their argument or interpretation of the
law.

D. Jaegels’ appeal is frivolous and warrants sanctions.

The court rules authorize the appellate court, on its own initiative
or on motion of a party, to order a party who files a frivolous appeal “to
pay terms or compensatory damages to any other party who has been
harmed by the delay or the failure to comply or to pay sanctions to the
court.” RAP 18.9(a). “Appropriate sanctions may include, as
compensatory damages, an award of attorney fees and costs to the

opposing party.” Yurtis v. Phipps, 143 Wn. App. 680, 696, 181 P.3d 849,

(citing Rhinehart v. Seattle Times, Inc., 59 Wn. App. 332, 342, 798 P.2d

1155 (1990)) review denied, 164 Wn.2d 1037, 197 P.3d 1186 (2008).
“An appeal is frivolous if, considering the entire record, the court

is convinced that the appeal presents no debatable issues upon which

reasonable minds might differ and that it is so devoid of merit that there is

no possibility of reversal.” Lutz Tile, Inc. v. Krech, 136 Wn. App. 899,

14



906, 151 P.3d 219 (2007), review denied, 162 Wn.2d 1009, 175 P.3d 1092
(2008). Although doubts as to whether an appeal is frivolous should be
resolved in favor of the appellant, /d., the meritless nature of Jaegels’
appeal is not open to doubt.

First, Jaegels’ premise that they can file a complaint against the
county and the state, properly serving each defendant, knowing that their
complaint would be set for hearing before one of the Skagit County judges
and then deny the county and the state the right to oppose their allegation
is absurd. The superior court properly rejected Jaegels’ sophistry.

Second, when they filed their complaint, Jaegels already knew that
their allegations about (1) being “14™ Amendment citizens” not subject to
the jurisdiction of Skagit County, the State of Washington, or the Skagit
County Superior Court, (2) having terminated their “charitable gift to the
social security public trust,” (3) not associating with Skagit County or the
State of Washington, and (4) not voluntarily “contracting” with Skagit
County and/or the State of Washington were unsupported by fact or law.
Jaegels raised these same arguments in litigation against the county, state,
two cities and several judges and court commissioners. See Record at 146
(14" Amendment citizens), Record at 136 (style of process), Record at

138 (revocation of public trust); Record at 144 (lack of court jurisdiction),

15



etc. In that cause, the superior court sanctioned Jaegels for pursuing claims
against the several defendants that were founded on these same arguments:

Plaintiffs’ complaint and motions for summary

judgment were not well grounded in fact; not

warranted by existing law; and plaintiffs failed to

conduct a reasonable inquiry into the legal bases

to bring their complaint and file their motion for

summary judgment. Plaintiffs’ action and

motions were frivolous and advanced without

reasonable cause. The court will award
appropriate sanctions.

Record at 188. Also, Record at 261 (court grants sanctions for State).

Third, Jaegels continue to press these same jurisdictional
arguments without citation to supporting case law, reasonable
interpretation? or logic. Jaegels expect the court to simply agree with them.
If the court does not, they will undoubtedly allocate the court to the
dustbin of “company” courts.

Finally, Jaegels concede that much of their dispute before the
superior court and this appeal is about form over substance. See
Appellants’ Brief at 14 (“[T]his case could have easily been resolved by
the defendants below amending their filings to comply with the demands
of the constitution concerning ‘style of process’.”)

Jaegels’ appeal is without merit. They willingly reject reason,
intentionally ignore obvious errors in their claims and analysis, and fail to

establish any possibility of reversal. The court should award a sanction

16



under RAP 18.9(a) to the county in the amount of the attorney fees
reasonably expended responding to this motion for direct review.

IV.  CONCLUSION

Jaegels invoked the jurisdiction of the superior court, making the
county and the state parties, but then attempted to preclude the county and
state from defending themselves because Jaegels disliked the headings the
county and state used on their answer and motions. For the reasons set
forth above, the Court should deny Jaegels’ appeal, find Jaegels’ appeal to
be patently frivolous, and award Skagit County its costs in responding to
this appeal.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this Qday of December,

2011.

RICHARD A. WEYRICH
Skagit County Prosecuting Attorney

By: Q}Q)}L\’\
A. O. DENNY
Deputy Prosedyting Attorpey
WSBA #14021

17



APPENDIX A






- A HISTORY -

ITS RESOU}RCE& ITS COMMERCE AND ITS PEOPLE -

With some Reference to Discoveries and Explorations in North America
o ——fromrthe Ti \ o
‘Vancouver in 179z, when the Beauty, Richness and Vast .
Commercial Advantages of this Region Were
T T "First Made Kn)ov.vg.m..t‘he. World. o
7_ : :'-..gv.-..- ;.: . ) :ﬁ j i
CoL. WiLLiAM FARRAND PROSSER
| Ex-President of the Washington State Historical Society. - ]
"~ WASHINGTON STATE I'THRARY o o
OLYMPIA. WASHINGTON R
- ILLUSTRATED - - o
R e VOLUME-I S —
“ Examine History, for it is Philosophy teaching by Experience.”—Carlyle. B
T T " THE LEWIS PUBLISHING COMPANY  —~ — o
T T 'NEwW York T U CHICAGO T T T T —
1903




HISTORY OF THE PUGET SOUND COUNTRY. 219

prudent and satisfactory administration, and his re-election in 1900 was the
occasion of no alarm whatever in business or political circles. That re-election,
however, was not due to his personal popularity but to feelings of distrust
and hostility in Republican ranks because of the men and methods employed

~in securing the nomination of P.-C—Sullivan, the Repubticanr candidate A% -

B g : hd:ﬂt Gf the Repnbhcaﬂ patty WEre

———elected-by-handseme majorities:—These officials-were-as follows: Lieutenant —————

. WHMM&W%M%M

C. W. Maynard; Auditor, John D. Atkinson; Attorney General W. B. Strat-
ton; Superintendent of Public Instruction, R. B. Bryan; Commissioner of
Public Lands, S. A. Callvert; justices of the supreme court, T. J. Anders
and Mark A. Fullerton. On the death of Governor Rogers in 1900
Henry McBride, the lieutenant governor, became governor for the remainder

of the term. Governor McBride was formerly a judge of the superior court

in Skagit county, and is 2 man whose ability and integrity are unquestioned.

His administration thus far has been marked by an effort to secure the cre-
ation by the legislature of a railroad commission to adjust matters of traffic
and taxation between the state and the railroad companies doing business

‘therein, on a more equitable and satisfactory basis; but although the legis-

lafure is Republican by a large majority, the desired result has not yet been
accomplished. In the meantime the whole state of Washington and particu-

‘hrlfﬂﬁﬁgéfﬁmﬁ—w—tryw zﬂﬁts—cxtles—townswﬂiageyand—mral———* e
ﬂrstrmﬁﬁnd*w:ﬂraiﬁtynnnmg nmnnfactnrmg—commercxal-an&othcrdtH —

—  —— ——  CHAPTER XXX~

RISE AND GROWTH OF SEATTLE.

The history of Seattle is practically the history of the Puget Sound
country. Although some settlements had been made around the headwaters

of the Sound as early as 1845, they were few in number and sparsely dis-

“tributed over that section of the country. The first settlers of Seattle arrived

on the site of that city in 1852. The first plats of the city were hled May 23,

1853, by A. A. Denny, C. D. Borén and D. S. Maynard. The semi-centenni

of the founding of the city was celebrated inm Seattie im 1903 The year -
1853 was a notable one in the annals of Seattle, of the Puget Sound region,
and of the territory of Washington. That year marked also the beginning
of territorial government north of the Columbia river. It marked the arrival
m the tcrntory of Governor Isaac L Stevens and the completion of the pre-




Cascades and the waters of the Pacific Ocean, and between British Columbia
on the north and Skagit county on the south. In its eastern part it is rugged
and mountainous, having within its limits Mt. Baker, whose snow-capped
summit may be seen for more than one hundred miles in almost every direc-
tion. These rugged and rock-bound ranges are proving rich in gold and

silver, and several districts—the Slate Creek and Mt. Baker among them—
are developmg some valuable properties. Nearer the seashore there are belts

and vatleys of rich agricaltural land well adapted to fruit, hay, grain and a
variety of farmmg products. The Nooksack flows westward from its sources

its wealth of precious metals, it contains large deposits of iron, coal, copper,
lead and other mineral resources. Its coal mines are the oldest in the state.

Ever since the first Spanish explorers looked in upon this point of the
northwest coast, Bellingham Bay, the chief seaport of the county, has been
considered one of the very best harbors in the Puget Sound region and, in-
deed, on the northwest coast. This bay has an area of about eighty square

miles of water surface from five to fifteen fathoms deep, an average depth

of about ten fathoms, and ships sail into it from the ocean without tugs.
It i1s entirely free from the ravages of the teredo, because of the fresh water

which flows into it from the Nooksack river and from Squalicum, Whatcom

and Padden creeks. Whatcom is the county seat, and its admirable supply

“of water is taken from Lake Whatcom, a beautiful sheet of water twelve

miles long, 316 feet above the sea level and only two and one-half miles dis-
tant. This water is pure, cold and clear, affording an inexhaustible supply
of the very best quality.

The chief industry of the county is the manufacture of lumber and
shingles. Its timber resources are enormous and of the best quality. It is
now the greatest shingle producing county in the world, having within its
limits sixty shingle mills with an aggregate daily capacity of six million

- shingles. There are twenty-two-sawmills-in-thecounty,-the largest of which-

has a capacity of 250,000 feet in ten hours. Even more wonderful has been
the development of the fishing industry in this county. Fishing and can-

__ning operations.are now . cwdudeLadehnghmBay_“ﬂhJa_rg%,,,, I

S _tLofJ:apxtannd,gg gigantic scale. About 2,500 men are employed in

__the canneries alone, and the expenses involved in these operations, including
boats, scows, nets, pile-drivers, shipbuilding and other allied industries,

amount to hundreds of thousands of dollars per annum and require invest-
ments of capital reaching into millions of dollars. Yet so rich are the waters
of the Pacific in food fishes of various kinds that the business has been
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fleet w1th an adm1ral in command and held his ground in spite of the wrath
of Sir James Douglas and the haughty threats of numerous English offi-
cers, who were not accustomed, at least in this part of the world, to the

sight of orders disobeyed and commands treated with contempt. In this
instance they deemed discretion the better part of valor and left the valiant

captain to the quiet possession of his camping ground and that part of the

island which he occupied.

This county was created in October, 1873. Friday Harbor is the coun-

ty seat. It has an area of 500 square miles; population, 3,500; assessed

valuation of property, $998,024. The name was given to the island of San
Juan by the Spanish navigators who first explored the beautiful waters sur-
roundmg it, and left the name, at least as a souvemr of their courage and

the mildness, serenity and equablhty of their climate, as well as the charm-
ing beauty of their scenery. Sheep and wool have long been successfully

-— produced. Indeed, these islands are famous for their excellent fruit of many

,,MJWW@MIM&AWMMa

favorite summer resorts from all parts of the coast. San Juan Island is also
famed as the location of the most extensive lime quarries on the northwest
coast, from which lime of very fine quality is shipped in every direction.
Coal has been found on Waldron Island. This archipelago is in the center
of a vast fishing industry, where salmon, cod, halibut and many other vari-
eties of fine food fishes are to be had and are being taken by the great fish-

ing companies having their headquarters on Bellingham Bay. This part of

the Puget Sound Country, the counties of San Juan, Island,” Whatcom and

— Skagit, has-beyond question a brilliant future because of its many advantages.

SKAGIT COUNTY.

This county lies immediately south of Whatcom county, and in like

manner extends from the waters of the Sound to the summit of the Cas-
cades. It has a frontage of twenty-four miles on Puget Sound, and through
it from east to west runs the Skagit river, navigable for about sixty miles,
and one of the largest in western Washington. It has an area of 1,800

square miles, made up of some exceedingly rich valleys, tide lands and river

—bottoms, rugged mountains full of mineral wealth of all kinds, and a vast

supply of fine timber. Its chief industries are farming, lumbering and coal

- —~mining,—which give-profitable—employment to—its- Tapidly growing poputa=—— - —
- ——tion. —Its-tide-marsh lands—produce-the finest-erops-of -oats-in-the-state, from — — — —
-~ 90 to 120 bushels to-the-acre, that-of 1g9oo-ameunting to 1,526,000 bushels. — —

The lowlands; marshes and valleys of this country have long been noted
for their immense crops of hay and other products, including hops, fruit
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GEORGE HOLCOMB.

George Holcomb is one of the popular and enterprising young men of

Ew

r—He was—

born on the 2d of July, 1866 in Ulster, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, and
is a son of Charles W. and Fanny J. (Dav1dson) Holcomb. His father is
a native of Ulster, Pennsylvania, and was descended from English ancestry.
The famlly, however 15 one of long connection with America, for prior tc

Wd. Durt g

Whl,S active business life Charles W. Holcomb followed farming, that being

for a long period his chief occupation. In 1891 he came to Everett, where

“he is now living retired at the venerable age of seventy-seven years. His
wife, who was born in Pennsylvania, is now living at the age of seventy-two
years, and she is also a representative of an old Amerlcan family. The chil-

__dren born_t«

is..a_resident

farmer of Snohomish county; Fred, who is living in Everett; Bert, who
makes his home in Duluth, Minnesota; John W., a resident of Buffalo, New

York; Fanmie J., who is living in Everett; and (xeorge

of Ulster,

Pﬁmsylyama,_unnLLS%@dafteLputung_asxdeJ:us4extbooksme spent-a
__year and a half in Kansas.

On the 18th of December, 1889, he came to the

northwest, locating in Seattle just after the great fire which practically de-
<troyed the city. There he was engaged in the livery business for a time
and later was connected with the street railroad work until 1891. In that

road work for two years.

hem#agam—eomeeted%lweh&street rail
In 1893 he became a factor in commercial circles .

here, establisning a grocery store which he conducted with success until
1901. The following year he was elected city treasurer for the year 1903,
and 1s now the mcumbent in that position. He has taken a very active in-

in-state and mation, - ———————

doing everything in his power to promote Republican sentiment and to secure
the success of Republican measures. Fraternally he is connected with the
Knights of Pythias, with the Improved Order of Red Men, the Woodmen of

the World, the Order of
- -I-ﬁ fheﬂipbm%dmg—aﬂé

Pendo, and the Independent Order of Foresters.

Cof -Everett—he-has—ever—manifested a deep ——— —— —

ihewrs_ofhmmsxdnnce_hgre and has given his support to

those measures calculated to prove of public good. His strict mtegnty and

" honorable dealing in business commend him to the confidence of all; his

pleasant manner wins him

friends; and he is one of the popular and honored

citizens of Snohomish county.

" Rowland Edwin Davis holds and merits a place among thé_réjj'fesénitii‘-'_” T

ROWLAND E. DAVIS.

tive’ citizens of Anacortes and Skagit county, and the story of his life offers T T

-

-alert-Ameriean—spirit-which has-enabled-many an— ———

individual to rise from obscurity to a position of influence solely through

native talent, indomitable

perseverance and singleness of purpose. He was
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have become most estimable members of society : Jacob, who is a farmer
near Milton, Oregon; Thomas R., who is engaged in a hardware business
in Mount Vernon; Henry, who is engaged in ranching in Snohomish county,

[ . v e i

ware busmess at Mount Vemon; James B., who leases his father’s ranch

near Fir; William, who is a rancher on Laconner flats, Washington; Louisa =

is the wife of L P Hemingway, who, with James B. Hayton, leases the

- er Fir.
Mr. Hayton belongs to the Grand Army of the Republic. He has
lived to see wonderful changes in his adopted state, and has the satisfaction
of knowing that he has materially contributed to the development of the

resources of his section. He is a man who 1s held in the highest esteem and

THOMAS R HAYTON.

Thomas R. Hayton, one of the leading business citizens of Mt. Vernon,
Washington, was born January 7, 1863, at Coal Run, Pike county, Kentucky,
and is a son of Thomas and Sarah E. (Sanders) Hayton, the former of
whom is living retired, and the latter died in 1896.

Mr. Hayton's preliminary education was obtained in the public schools

- —of Missouri and supplemented by a course at the State

with his parents when thirteen years of age. During the summers, from

1885 to 1889, he taught school through Skagit county, and in the latter

?

ington, from which he was graduated in 1887. He arrived in Washington

In 1891 Mr. Hayton gave up teaching in order to engage in a hard-

ware business at Laconner. In November, 1901, he moved the store to Mt.

Vernon. During the first year here, he formed a partnership with his brother,
George W, Hayton and they are now jointly conducting one of the largest

uuuuuuuu

nuar Thomas R. Hayt i
Miss Hattie E. Marshall, who was born in Visalia, Tulare county, California,
and is a daughter of Alexander Marshall. The Marshalls are of German
descent. One child, Gladys E., has been born of this union.

In politics Mr. Hayton, like his father, has always been identified with
the Repub]ican party, and takes an active interest in local matters and county
conventions. His fellow citizens elected him to the office of county treasurer
in 1896, a position ‘he held with the greatest efficiency until 19o1. During

1892-3 he served as one of the Cify councilmén of Laconner. Fraternally ™~

}ongstcrthe—MasonrandWoodmerrTrfﬁthe—Woﬂd—ﬂIn“ R

e ——:@hgﬁu&b@hefhe;sa Baptist.
HORACE PERCIVAL DECKER.

Horace Percival Decker, proprietor of the water system of Mt. Vernon,

;-and-one of -thecity’s leading-men, wasborn—April 19, 1858, — -

in Solano county, California, and is a son of George Washington Decker,
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who was born at Taunton, Massachusetts, of an old American family of

Revolutionary stock, originating in Germany. George W. was a soldier
in the Civil war, but by trade he was a cabinet-maker, which he followed,
———aﬂéralse tfarmed. %&é&ﬂ%@eeu%ﬁd&n&Ség—HfsWSafah—Am

The family born to these two was as follows: Danville Decker, a manu-
facturer of illuminating gas at Chico, California; H. P.; Emma, widow of
James J. Carter, resides in San Francisco; Lilah married Louis Vogel, up-

ecker, and she was born in London, England, and died in 1897.  _

i tealerinS Californias Richard -a-phumber.

_ who died in Sacramento in 1899
P d

Mr. H. P. Decker was educated at night after he had finished his day’s
work, from books he saved the money to buy, and what he has thus learned

15 all the more prized because of the effort required to obtain it. During
these days he was living in Sacramento county, California, where he worked
on a farm as.a boy. After he had well grounded himself in the rudiments
of learning, he fitted himself for the trade of machinist and followed that

calling in Sacramento. There he remained until 1879, when he went to

VlCtOI‘la, British Columbla and contmued to work at his trade there and at

- TIin darl (] i , e

employed upon the rallroad for about three years, and in 1891 went to
r

~ His next change was made when he began to speculate, and he continued.
to operate on his own account until October, 1901, when he located at Mt.

Vernon, Skagit county, Washington, and constructed the best and most
M nd-dallars

B v nd-GoHars;

known _as._the Hotel Mt. Vernon. _After Lgnducﬂng_Mﬁlg_ht_omee_ e

months he leased it. He constructed the water works system of the city,
which he now owns in partnership with R. M. Darrow, and this system
is the first and only one establlshed to supply a city of seventeen hundred

people , O

an-

corporated under the name of the Mt. Vernon Water and Power Company,
with H. P. Decker president; R. M. Darrow secretary and treasurer; Willis
B. Hurr vice-president. In politics Mr. Decker is a Republican, and is very

;reﬁémgtméea&le—— .

On June 17, 1894, he was married to Margaret Sidney, and she was
born in Denmark but married in Seattle, Washington. One child, Roy
Leverne Decker, was born to this marriage, on January 29, 1896. Fra-
ternally he is a Mason, and has passed all the degrees from blue lodge to
thirty-second degree. He is also a member of the Modern Woodmen of

___ America; Woodmen of the World; Royal Neighbors; Brotherhood of Rail-

road Trainmen and National Association of Engineers. Mr. Decker is

one of the most popular men of Mt. Vernon, as well as successful and the
"'Tuture before HTn i a very promlslng one, )




Skagit county, from June to October of that year. He then came to the
property on which now stands the town of Sumas, nearly ten years before the

town was thought of, and as he has since then made this locality his home,
‘he is one of the oldest settlers of the county. He took up a pre-empted claim
one mlle west of the towns:te and as loggmg seemed about the only busi-

1ne. man Ad_OD [1-1INOne SOON 1ged

endeavored to clear off hlS propertv in the meanwh:le “That he was success-

ful in his undertakings, his present prosperity certainly indicates. A few

years ago he located in Sumas and established himself in a real estate and

minmg-business, and-he wasone of “the promoters of thegold mining dis-—— ————

coveries at Mt. Baker

engaged in the Post-Lambert properties for some time, and still has large
holdings in gold mining claims, not only at Mt. Baker but in the Republic
(Washington) district and in Alaska. He was also one of the original lo-
caters and later full owner of the Silver Tip mine. Mr. Van Valkenburg
also has large realty interests in Sumas and vicinity, and carries on a suc-

cessful real estate business in this town. He was justice of the peace for

several years. e

In February, 1888, he was married in Whatcom county to Miss Ma-

tilda J. Post, and they have two children, namely: Lydia and Frank.— He
belongs to the Odd Fellows and is justly regarded as one of the prosperous

— and leading men of Sumas, in whose development he has played so important _ ..

a part.

Saml . Coomb, of Seatle, Washington, for upward of forty-hrse

years a resident of Puget Sound, was born in South Thompson, Maine, April

[ — bt VP aVat WieVal e -
—SAMUEL F—COOMBS: e

16, 1831, upon the homestead established by his grandfather, an old soldier

of the Revolutionary war.” The progenitor of the Coombs family in America ~

-~ ——was descended from the Huguenotsof France, and-emigrated-fo-New Eng-— —-

land about 1760. In his native state Samuel F. grew to manhood and be-
came a prominent and influential citizen and while yet a young man, in 1858,
was elected to and served in the state legislature of Whlch James G. Blaine

was an honored member.
_In 1859 Mr. Coombs started for California, by the Panama route,

December. At the latter place he began work in a mill, but shortly after-
ward was engaged to teach the village school, numbermg among his pupils

at Sanﬁme:se&w@etebe;,andat—?eﬁ—l\iad;sen—en the 2oth of =~

the sons of Edward Hanford—Thaddeus, Cornelius H., Frank, Jud and

Clarence; also sons of A. B. Young——who are now among the promment
———men-of the state; -~

In the spring of 1861 Mr Coombs came to Seattle and found employ-

ment in the store of Henry L. Yesler, where he remained for several years,

a part of the time acting as deputy under T. D. Hinkley, the second post-
- master and agent for the Wells-Fargo Express Company. In 1867 he opened —
- - ——g hotel -where now stands—the-Hotel- Northern;—and-dubbed it the Western —— -

o Terminus. Seattle-at that time was booming on account of Governor Stev- _ . _




business of manufacturmg paper starting g in the mill and working his wayi

upward through the various departments, so that he became thoroughly familiar

with the work in principle and detail. “After mastering the trade fi¢ was ap-
pointed superintendent of the Champlain Fibre Company of Willsboro, New
York, and served in that capacity for two years. He next took charge of the

Clarion Mills of the New York & Pennsylvania Company, at Johnsonville,

Pennsylvania, superintending their operation for five years.

Mr. Jordan came to Everett as a stockholder and assistant treasurer of

the Everett Pulp & Paper Company, and soon afterward was made treasufer.

He looks after the entire mechanical operation of the plant, and his thorough
understanding of the business in every department well qualifies him to super-
intend the labors of the men who are employed in the factory. This is the

only mill on the Pacific coast or, in fact, west of the Mississippi river manu-

facturing these grades of paper, and the business has grown to extensive and
profitable proportions and has become one of the leading industries of Everett,

€ ) .
A prominent and active member of the Republican party, Mr. Jordan
1S now serving as a member of the state central committee from Snohomish

county. He belongs to the Chamber of Commerce, to the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks and is a thirty-second degree Mason.

HARRISON CLOTHIER.

Harrison Clothier, deputy county assessor of Mr. Vernon, Washington,f__

was born July 9, 1840, at Corinth, Saratoga county, New York, and is a son

of E. K. Clothier, born in Saratoga county, New York, of an old American

—Aamily. The -gran er was in the Continental army, although the — — ~ ~ —

family originated in England, near London. E. K. Clothier was a farmer by
occupation and died in 1866. He married Lucy Clothier, born in Saratoga
county, New York, and a daughter of Ambrose Clothier, a brother of the father
of her husband. The following children were born to E. K. Clothier and wife,
namely : Webster, a farmer of New York; Mahlon E., a farmer and merchant
of Platte Center, Nebraska; Heman, a farmer of New York; our subject;

county, N ew York.

Harrison Clothier was educated in the common schools of Saratoga
county and high school of Macedon Center, Wayne county, New York, from
which he was graduated in 1868, and for the following two years he taught

- schoot-in-New York, after which- he -went to Minnesota—and-taught—school

in that state one term, whence he went to Wisconsin and taught school for
seven terms, and then, removing to Oregon, taught school there one term.

In 1875 he located in Whatcom county, Washington, and in that part which
~ is now Skagit county he taught two terms. In the spring of 1877 he platted
) —the town of Mt. ‘V‘mﬁ in 1'880 was elected auditor of the counTy T

and he was elected one of the ﬁrst county commissioners of Skagit county
In the fall of 1886 he was elected probate judge of the county and in 1889

‘was elected a delegate to the constitutional convention. When the county
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treasurer died in May, 1891, Mr Clothier was appomted to fill the vacancy
by the county commissioners. From January, 1893, to 18g5, Mr. Clothier’s
attention was occupied with attending to his real estate interests, but in the

* latter year he went to Anacortes and managed a sawmill, ‘Temaining there
until January, 1899, when he was appointed deputy assessor, and is thus
-started-a-gen-

—In-March; 1877, with E. G. English, Mr. Clothier
cxalmc:chandlscm_AIihatnnmtheﬂau&hamamHﬂd_umL

~(or_jam) in the river for a mile or more, and the waters were not released

until 1878, when the first steamer went through. Those were the days
when there were not more than a dozen settlers between Mt. Vernon and
the Cascade mountains. There were no roads save the Indian trails, and
it took- an_enn;eﬁday_to_go_aiew_mﬂes_thwugb_the_dense_unde;gmwth,f
Although not so very many years have intervened, a wonderful change has
been effected, and flourishing cities stand where once the Indian reigned

‘supreme.
In politics Mr. Clothier is a Republican, but was formerly a Democrat,
--and -has-

.. several county and one state convention as a delegate and was chairman of

the Skagit county Democratic central committee " from 1884 to 1886. He
is a prominent Mason, joining that order in 1880. In addition to other

" "honors, he was the hirst postmastér of Mt. Vernon, being appointed in 1877,

and-heid—the—oﬂicemﬁfhrwardectedmdﬁoran&hewthvregu}arﬁmF*
ocratic nominee for state treasurer in 18g2.

JARED C. PARKER. B

Jared C. Parker, one of the enterprising business men of Whatcom,
Washington, and a successful printer, was born at Davenport, Iowa, Decem-
ber 11, 1854, and is a son of Jared C. and Susan M. (White) Parker. The
father was a successful physician of Davenport, Iowa, and died in 1863.
. He was born in New York, as was also his wife, and both came of Revolu-
tionary stock. Mrs. Parker lives at Watervliet, Michigan. She is a cousin

of Elmer White, the prominent naval official recently retired. Four children
" 'were born to Dr. and Mrs. Parker, namely: Jared C.; Merwin W, a book=— ~—— - ——
keeper of Watervliet; Adelia, who married Dr. W. L. Garrett of Watervhet
Ella G., who marrled Robert P. Moore, a baker of Watervliet, but is now
a widow.

Jared C. Parker was educated in the public schools of Davenport, Iowa,
‘and Adrian, Michigan, and at the age of sixteen years began to learn 2

trade, sdécﬁng—mat—of—boddmrdmg —Beginming his term of service at———— ———
Davenport, he continued it at Adrian, and after four years in 1875, he
removed to Chicago and worked at it for six months. change was _ -

his location in Boone, Iowa, where he established a bookbmdmg -establish-
ment of his own. For four years he carried it on successfully, but in 1879
he removed to Marshalltown, Iowa, and after a year pushed on to Salt Lake
City, where he soon established a bookbindery, remaining in that city for
seven years. In 1887 he made another change and located at Cheyenne,
and thence, after eighteen months, went to Denver, and for three years
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7 6perated a plant in that cit);.i At the expiration of that time he went to

Ogden, Utah, spent a year, and in 1891 went to Olympia, and two years
later finally settled in Whatcom, where he now owns and operates the largest

—pﬁﬂhﬂtesmbhﬁmmmd—bmkhmhryﬂrﬂwrny—hsyhnt—bmngtqnmped—"_—
-very desirable

A trade ‘which is constantly mcreas;,gr In Dolltlcs he is an active Republican, -

and socially is connected with the Commercial Club, while his fraternal

afhhatlons are with the order known as the Fraternal Aid.

On August 23, 1877, Mr. Parker married Ida—M. Campbell, 2 daughter —— —
; italist, eiﬁSalt-Lake—Cﬁy — Three-children-were

born of this marriage, namely: Merwin W., who is twenty-five years of

age and in business with his father; James C who is twenty-two years of

age and is an architect in Tacoma, Washington; George H., who is nineteen

years of age, is a clerk in Tacoma. In 1891 Mr. Parker was married to

Frankie L. Lyon, a daughter of a music dealer at Topeka, Kansas. One

daughter has been born of this union, Laverne, who is nine years old.

MAYNARD P. HURD. -

Hon—Maynard P. Hurd, one of the leading citizens of Skagit county,
Washington, a prominent and successful attorney at Mt. Vernon, was born
March 25, 1866, in Wentworth, Cumberland county, Nova Scotia, and is
a son of R. G. and Margaret (Malone) Hurd. R. G. Hurd was also born o

in Nova Scotia. His ancestors were English born, and they settled in

Connecticut, his parents later removing to Nova Scotia. His wife was

%)omﬂeland and-died in November; 18g2. —A half-brother, James Nickle, ——— :
—in-Mt. \lemonrand_hasﬁfeurﬁs;ste;s -as igllowsﬂ——u

Ella, who is the wife of L. J. Ford; Anna, who is the wife of C. Yule, in

a hardware business at Whatcom; Abbie, who is the wife of Fred Ray-

mond, a shoe merchant at Whatcom, and Miss Irene, who lives with her

father—at—Whatcom: )
Columbus, Nebraska, and in the Fremont Normal and Business College, -

concluding in 1887. During the time he was taking his business course he
kept himself busied with various occupations, working on railroads, clerking
in stores, and teaching school. His spare hours during the latter period
were employed in the reading of law, under Colonel Whitmoyer, of the
firm of Whitmoyer, Girard & Post, of Columbus, and he was admitted to

the supreme court of Nebraska in 1889. In 1900 he went to Laconner, -

 Washington, and formed a law partnership with Harry McBride, now the

govemor o1 WaShmgtOIl In T892 "Mr. Hurd was elected to~ thm e

wer&so-valuabl&thakh&wag%&eleeted— .

is-position
in 1900 and served until January of the ensuing year. Many memorable

cases came within his jurisdiction during his term of oﬁice and he secured
"'the conviction of several murderers, probably the most notable being Alfred

-~ Hamilton, who was convicted of the murder of DM, Woodbury, one of  ~ "~
theﬂest—premmeat atter—ﬂeys in-the fO&H%y—H&mﬂfe&M a—<changeof - ———
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| operated a plant in that clIy At the expiration of that time he went to

Ogden, Utah, spent a year, and in 1891 went to Olympia, and two years
later finally settled in Whatcom, where he now owns and operates the largest

$]

~ trade Wthh is constantly increasing. In politics he is an active Republican,

pfmﬂng—esmbhshmmtmﬁwkbrndery hs-piznt-bemg*cqmpped—~—
-and -appliances,-andhe controls-a—very desirable

and socially is connected with the Commercial Club, while his fraternal

affihations are with the order known as the Fratermal Aid.

$]

born of this marriage, namely: Merwin W., who is twenty-five years of

age and in business with his father; James C., who is twenty-two years of
age and is an architect in Tacoma, Washington; George H., who is nineteen
years of age, is a clerk in Tacoma. In 1891 Mr. Parker was married to
Frankie I.. Lyon, a daughter of a music dealer at Topeka, Kansas. One
daughter has been born of this union, Laverne, who is nine years old.

MAYNARD P. HURD.

- On August 23,1877, Mr. Parker married Ida M. Campbelt, z daughter—— ———
als ¢ Salt Lake Ci T4 hild

Washington, a prominent and successful attorney at Mt. Vernon, was born
March 25, 1866, in Wentworth, Cumberland county, Nova Scotia, and is
a son of R. G. and Margaret (Malone) Hurd. R. G. Hurd was also born

— — Hon. -Maynard P Hurd; one of the leading citizens of Skagit county, —

in Nova Scotia. His ancestors were English born, and they settled in
Connecticut, his parents later removing to Nova Scotia. His wife was

_in Mt

| Ella, who is the wife of L. J. Ford; Anna, who is the wife of C. Yule, in

%fﬂﬁﬂ&td&nd—and-dxt&m Novembcr—ngz—A—haerJrother—}mnes%ck}e;
llemWs

a hardware business at Whatcom; Abbie, who is the wife of Fred Ray-

mond, a shoe merchant at Whatcom, and Miss Irene, who lives with her

Lrnd &
father—at—Whatcom:

l I i P II !; l . i l - ! . - - ] l 1- l l E
Columbus, Nebraska, and in the Fremont Normal and Business College,

concluding in 1887. During the time he was taking his business course he
kept himself busied with various occupations, working on railroads, clerking
in stores, and teaching school. His spare hours during the latter period
were employed in the reading of law, under Colonel Whitmoyer, of the
firm of Whitmoyer, Girard & Post, of Columbus, and he was admitted to

the supreme court of Nebraska in 188g. In 1900 he went to Laconner,

Washington, and formed a law partnership with Harry McBride, now the

governor of Washington.” In 1892 Mr. Hurd was elected to the Third

: -~ ~state ltegistature;and in-1898 he

-county.—His services in this position were so
in 1900 and served until January of the ensuing year. Many memorable

cases came within his jurisdiction during his term of office, and he secured

~ the conviction of several murderers, probably the most notable being Alfred

~Hamilton, who was convicted of the nurder of D. M. “Woodbury, one of = ~

%he%msppfemum#aﬁemey&m%he—eeunty %amﬂtﬁrtoelﬁa changeﬂi— _—
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attended school at Sumner. Mr. Blumberg then taught school for five years,
during the winter seasons, spending the summers in farm work. In the
spring of 1888 he went to Sheldon, Iowa, where he worked until January,
1889, as a hotel clerk, going then to Skagit county, Washington, again
spendmg the summer on the farm and the wmter in the schoolroom In

posed of it in the followmg year and taught school for two years at Lamn-
ner. He then went to Anacortes and worked for a year as a section hand on
the railroad, later was given charge of the warehouse at Anacortes for the
Seattle & Northern Railroad Company, until the fall of 189¢8.

——At—this—time—Mr—Blumberg -came—to—Mt—Vernon, having -

-~ —pointed deputy county auditor. He remained in that capacity until February,

1902, when, upon the resignation of Auditor Grant Neal, now a member of

the state board of control, he was appointed auditor, and in the fall was
elected auditor by the heaviest vote in the county. Mr. Blumberg is still

Wit et

———— He isan-aetive—and-influential-member - ican -party;—and,—with
229 P“l LJ’ all\l’ ¥V ALY

one exception, has attended all of the county conventions of Skagit county
since 18go. He has served on the county central committee, and in 1894
was deputy superintendent of schools for this county.

On October 1, 1890, Mr. Blumberg was united in marriage with Allie

; ; wasﬂyonranorﬂnngton—Indrana, andis—a

teWashngten“

in 1872. Mrs Blumberg’s father was a soldier in the Civil war and resides
with a son at Peoria, Illinois. Mr. Blumberg and his estimable wife have

a family of five sons, namely: Irvin A., born in December, 1891; Frank E.,

~ — 7~ born in January, 1894; Judson A., born in January, 1896; George, born in

September, 1898; and Edward F., born in July, 190o1. The family belongs
to the Epi i i

order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the Ancient Order of United

Workmen, and in the Masonic fraternity is senior warden of the blue lodge

and is secretary of Mt. Vernon Chapter No. 17, R A. M. He is a first-class

. ot o

and progressiveness of the great state of Washington.

WILLIAM H. T. BARNES.

Among the best citizens-of the locallty, esteemed alike for his sterling

-of character and his activity in the business world, is Williara H. " T.— — —
: Bmes_&wefthy—repfesentatwe -of -an honored-old—family— He was born in———— —

-.Lodi, Columbia county, Wisconsin, on the 17th of March, 1853, _and_ls_a—_f.._,,,
_ son of James and Ann (OatesLBames both natives of England, and both

‘descended from prominent families of that country. The father, who also
followed the profession of pharmacy, passed away in death on the 16th of
January, 1902, but the mother is still living, and now makes her home in
Seattle. In this family were two sons, the brother of our subject bemg

.James, who is engaged in the real cstate_bxxsxnessan_ﬂanth Yakima,

ington, while the daughters are: Hattie A., the wife of John H. Sarlmgton,




sy
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the Susquehanna river at Nineveh, New York, also three others across the
Susquehanna, and he lost his life in Nineveh, New York, in 1852, by the

bursting of a dam; he was the only one on the bridge at the time. His wite
was Alta A. (Carter) Williams, born in Berkshire county, Massachusetts,

of ~Revolutio :
descent. Her father was born in Massachusetts. The children born to Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph Williams were as follows: Charles K., of Sandersfield,

Massachusetts, is sheriff of Berkshire county; Benjamin F., of Wallingford,
Connecticut, in the Brittania works; David P., who was SLrpermtendent of

e WWMMCnuSetts J:’aper Lompany, died in , our ;o

—— —acmssih&lsthm Banamm%mdmumed, S

to Wallingford, Connecticut, and later to New York city in 1902, having

been there for forty-nine years; for thirty years of that time she resided on

the Isthmus without once returning to her old home, even on a visit. The

—mother of this family died in 1862, —

——— — —  ——Robert W. Williams-was-educated in-the county schools—of Lee, Massa-—— ——

. _ chusetts, until 1861, at which time he removed to -Boston, Massachusetts,

and for two and one-half years went to school in that city and studied den- o

tistry. In January, 1864, he enlisted in Company 1, Fifty-seventh Massa-
chusetts, under General Bartlett, and on April 24, 1864, the reglment was
~ ot 7T semt south and participated in the batile of the Wilderness, May 5 and 6,

- Spettsylvanwen%ay—rz—m—fronﬁef—Petersbxm n - June-17,-and afterthat ————
Potomac until March 25,

1865. While in front of Petersburg our subject lost his right leg, and was
also slightly wounded in the battle of the Wilderness and Spottsylvania.

- When he was first wounded he was first sergeant, and was afterwards

UrCVEff d captam, b_emg musfered out chober 1805 The nrst Du>1ue§S‘ -

xustomhousm 1866, m&wmmm busmess nFﬁre :
of the Boston postoffice in 1872 and remained there until his resignation in o
May, 1888. During that time he was postmaster at Somerville, Massa-
chusetts, two years, was transferred from there to Roxbury, Massachusetts, .
~ 77 7 andtherehe tendered ms re51gnatlon on account of 111 nealtn 15e11evmg that ™

I ‘fax:theLmo:th.to_Eugetﬂngd _H43~steame; -f va .
severe weather and barely escaped, but in December, 1888, he finally reached -

Mt. Vernon. Two years later he built a hotel in Burlington, Skagit county,
and Tlater orgamzed the Boston Shingle Company, at Sedro Woolley, Wash-
~ington. He organized the Williams & Henry shingle mill located at Mill-
- ————town,-Skagit-county;in-1897,and-is-still conducting-it, “the-plant havinga— — —
capacity of eighty thousand shingles per day In politics he is a stanch
Republican, and has represented his party in county conventions a number
of times. On December 25, 1867, he was married to Alma A. Parker at
Boston; she is a native of Vermont and a daughter of A. H. Parker, a
farmer of Vermont. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liams, Walter W., Emma and Lena. Fraternally Mr. Williams is a thirty-
second degree Mason and Knight of Honor, Red Man, belongs to the
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Knights and Ladies of Honor, Grand Army of the Republic post, of which
National Commander Stewart has appointed him aide-de-camp with the
rank of colonel.

ISAAC DUNLAP.

Isaac Dunlap, one of “the Teading ranchmemr nf—Latom'ferWashmgtor

I s
ames Dunlap, born in Irelan ied in 1853, and his wag, Mary (Moore)

Dunlap, born in Ireland and died in 1870.

Isaac Dunlap was reared in the public schools of Philadelphia, and con-

- cloded his education in 1848, after which he tearned the trade of a chande=

lier-maker in his native city, there remaining until 1852. For the next

in 1863 he crossed the plains with a single mule team to California. During

, and-is-ason—of S

that hard trip a child was born to him and his wife. There were ninety-
three wagons in the train, and Indians did not dare attack it on account of
its strength. Upon arrival in California Mr. Dunlap went to San Joaquin
county and engaged in farming for thirteen years, and in 1877 he removed
to Laconner and purchased land on the flats, since which time he has been
acquiring land until he now owns five hundred and fifty acres of some of

the finest land in the world, capable of averaging one hundred bushels of

mtﬂvery—year— T

.. _ninety-three feet deep, and for a distance of ninety feet the soil is the same

" _ straight through. Three and one-half acres of the tract is devoted to fruit-

WWCW y, whi res at Laconner; Seattle amd — —
commissioner of Whateom

county and twice for Skaglt county, and was one of the first commissioners

——~half-miles—fromJzaconner— —

of the newly created county of Skagit about 1883. Several times he has
been elected road supervisor of Skagit county. His ranch is two and one-

On December 24, 1859, he was married to Susan Maxwell born in
Towa, and a daughter of Thomas Maxwell, of Scotch descent. The follow-
ing children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Dunlap, namely: James, a
farmer at Laconner, has been county treasurer three times; Alexander I.

Willi
liam also- own

rmmtockhofder mheﬂ?oisonﬁardwarrCmpmy“athCOHner’——
amqs—}iam;eaemm&ﬁthepsmeh—&muehsﬂa—fa;mepat—R}dgewav

i _rents it while he takes

care of that of his father. The family own about twelve hundred and eighty

acres in Skagit county. There are also three daughters in the family,

~namely: Mary married Louis McFarland, a farmer neir Laconner; Rosanna

married Arthur Flagg, a farmer near Laconner; Rowena married Martin

: - Dunlap is a member of .
__the Odd Fellows. The Dunlap fam amily is a large one, for there are twenty

grandchildren, and among them all there has so far been but one death,

and that was of an infant scarcely a year old.
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to Puget Sound, via San Francisco, and assisted in the construction of
the Northern Pacific Railroad at Tacoma and got out piles for the first ter-

minal wharf at Tacoma. The next two years he was at various places and

varlously employed, prospecting for gold, working na mull, etc. In 1870

WM

ne ) ’ 1 ) O,

position at Philadelphia he returned to Puget Sound. He came up the

- of locating— How- .
it to the Centennial Ex- .

Skagit river and was the first settler within the township east of what is

now Sedro Woolley, and built the first cabin. Being ahead of the survey, he

amslaa n
miles-east of Sedro-Woolley, and-here-he lived, labored —and-prospered—for a-

W\ﬁmwwmﬁﬁmﬁw e

Jmmngmomm&dm“,*, S

Woolley, where he has a pleasant home.
Mr. Conmey knows all the hardships and privations of the early pio-

neer. . A year after his settlement here other settlers came, and soon the

work of clearing away the timber and making roads and farms was carried
forward. Mr. Conmey cut logs on Skagit river and sold them to the mills,
he helped to build the roads, and he was what was known as a “swift water

n ri mail and also his neighbors.

In politics he early took a prominent and active part, affiliating with the

Republican party, and has attended many of the county conventions of his
party. Mr. Conmey was married in December, 1885, at Birds View, Skagit
valley, to Miss Meta Behrens, a native of Germany, and they have five
daughters, Anna, Mamie, Katie, Eleanor and Matie.

FRED F. WILLARD.

Fred F. Willard, assessor of Skagit county, Washington and residing
at Mt. Vernon, that state, was born March 7, 1860 in Essex county, New

York, and is a2
came of a good old American famlly of Engllsh descent, ‘and died in 1900
His wife bore the maiden name of Roxy E. Westcott, and she also was
born in Essex county, New York. Her grandfather was a soldier in the
Continental army, and her father served in the war of 1812. The family

descended from English and Scotch ancestry. The children born to Mr. and

Mrs. Sidney Wlllard were as Iouows Augustus a DWW'*”"’*" B
"—ee&sm—amLEx:ed E.

Fred F. Willard was educated in the public_s _c_ools of Wlscgnsm, after

which he attended high school, from which he was graduated in 1879, and

in the following spring he went into northern Nebraska and engaged in the
cattle business for two years. From there he went to Minnesota, and em-
barked in the lumber business, remaining from eighteen months to two
years. His next location was in South Dakota, where he was interested in

~—lumber_ for two years, and for three years operated a_

businéss. In the spring of 1890 he went to Stanwood, Snohomish county,

Washington, anq_vtook up a timber claim. Remaining }here for two years, o
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he then went to Skagit county, and worked in lumber and shingle mills at

Sedro until the fall of 1898, when he was elected both town clerk and school

clerk of the district, and he held those offices. until he was elected assessor

of Skagit county, in the fall of 1902, on the Republican ticket. While in

Sedro, now Sedro Woolley, he was police magistrate during the years 1goT

and 1902, in connection with his clerkships. He was also field assessor for

the Sedro Woolley district dnr|ng1899,_a_n¢was__census_enumeratgp_£or_that

district in 1900.

On August 3, 1895, he was married to Rose Lederle at Sedro Woolley.
She is a native of Pennsylvania and a daughter of Joseph Lederle, who was

———— borm in Germany: 0O ; ; > e ; ,

Republican, "and has always taken an active part in publlc affairs. He has

represented the party in nearly all county conventions since he has been in
Skagit county.

IRA H. CASE.

The Case Investment Company of Tacoma, which has its offices at
501-502 Bernice building, is one of the solid financial concerns of this bustling
western city. The capital stock of the company is twenty thousand dollars

— and its general’
—nens—tedeakmsteeksand%endﬂeseeufe—&memseH&orgmmaﬂéﬁmn%— _—

corporations, and in a general way to promote the moneyed interests of the
Puget Sound country. The enviable success and the confidence and patron-
.age won to this company from the solid business men of Tacoma, are due in
no small degree to the excellent gentleman who is its president and man-
ager, Ira H. Case.

He was a farmer by occupation, and about 1870 went to Kansas to 11ve
afterward spent some years in California, and in 1880 returned to the old

home at Kéwanéeé to spend the remainder of his days. His death occufred

‘1ti89r%hswrfems4:mndaﬁ-hﬂ a native-of NewYork-state.——————

Kewanee, Illinois, is the blrthplace of Ira H. Case, the .son of these
parents, and the date of his birth was in 1861. His mother died when he
was scarcely one year old, and he was reared under the care of his grand-
parents in the v1cm1ty of Lansing, Mlchigan As he was able to attend

schoot only tntil ‘he was thifteen years OlCl most of his education has been

»v—acquﬁe&mthemofefuggeérsehookoihfean&theﬁcf-thahh&waﬂm&» -

rounded and intelligent man is evidence that he improved all the opportunities
which came to him. In 1878 the family moved to Neillsville, Wisconsin,
and here Ira spent the day in clerking in a store and the evening in the study
of law, which was the profession toward which his ambitious mind had
turned. Later he entered a law office, and with the practical and theoretical
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In 1802
-

224

and_dollars,

th_ch was onerated by the Mt Vemon Shmgle Lumber Company, with

Mr. Dale as secretary and manager, but the mill was destroyed by fire that
same year. In 1898 Mr. Dale was honored by election as county assessor,
ancl re—ereéf m i g a s

.Dartlcmated in the wonderful progress and development of the country, and
has always contributed his part to assist. During the seventies lumbering
was the only industry in the Puget Sound district. What is now the best

portion "éﬁmtry—wa_sfﬁtwld ‘tand, and all of the tide tands have——

P IOV <4
UWII b3 cua.uucu Sice 8 O/U — s —

rly every
convention since the formation of Skagit county. He has also represented
the county in state conventions. On December 16, 1877, he married Mary
A. Stevens, at Edison, Washington. She was born in Houston county, Min-
nesota, a daughter of Edwin Stevens, a farmer of Minnesota and Iowa.
Two boys have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Dale, namely: William Edwin,

advantage of a two years' course in the Acme Business College of Seattle

The two daughters of the family are Miss Adelaide and Miss Ella. Mr.
Dale is a Mason and belongs to the Hesperus Commandery, and is also a
Knight of Pythias, uniform rank. He is now in the real estate and abstract
business in Mt. Vernon, Washington, and is one of the successful men of

the _city

THOMAS L. RICHARDSON.

~ Thomas L. Richardson, senior member of the great lumber firm of
Richardson & Todd, Tacoma, Washington, is one of the progressive and

enterpnsmg citizens and, in contributing to the success of the city’s interests,

Has gained fortune and prominence for himself. —
Mr. Richardson—was—born—in—1848;—at—Wintersville, —Sullivan—county; e
~Missouri, .andis a son of Hiram and N -(_Hams.)_R;cha;dsgn,_Ih& S
father was born in Kentucky and came to Indiana when a youth. He mar-

ried there and removed to Sullivan county, Missouri, and was one of its

earliest settlers. He lived on the same farm, where all his children were

born, all his life, and our subject’s eldest brother still lives there, the old

place never having been out of the family. Hiram Richardson died some

years since, and his wife, a native of Kentucky, died in 1876,
" Thomas L. Richardson was reared on the farm and attended one of the

old log-house schools. It was of the kind supplied with a fireplace which
required the services of a half dozen lads to bring in the huge back log.

The children sat on puncheon seats, and during cold weather warmed up at

the fire in regular succession. Nevertheless the necessary rudiments were

well drilled into the pupils, although sometimes the birch was brought into

use. Our subject, however, left his books when but a lad of fifteen years,

‘and in the early part of 1864 enlisted in Company I, Forty-fourth Missouri
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Constitution and By-Laws
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