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The following summaries are drawn from briefs and lower court judgments. The summaries have not been reviewed for accuracy by the judges and are intended to provide a general idea of facts and issues presented in the cases.  The summaries should not be considered official court documents. Facts and issues presented in these summaries should be checked for accuracy against records and briefs, available from the Court, which provide more specific information. 
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1)
No.: 30950-9-III
Case Name: Janette Worley, ARNP v. Providence Physician Services Co.

County: Spokane

Case Summary: Providence Physician Service Company hired Janette Worley as an Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner to work in an orthopedic surgeon’s office.  After several warnings about performance concerns, Providence terminated her less than a year later.  Worley filed a wrongful discharge complaint against Providence, contending her discharge violated public policy and was a breach of promise based on the employee handbook.  The trial court dismissed Worley’s claims on summary judgment.  She appeals. 
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2)
No.: 30140-1-III, consolidated with No. 30483-3-III
Case Name: Montecito Estate, LLC, et al v. Douglas Joseph Himsl, et al

County: Benton

Case Summary: After Montecito Estates, LLC cancelled a real estate sales contract with Douglas Himsl, he filed a series of unlawful liens against the proceeds from the sale of 35 lots.  Montecito, and its owner Priscilla Trujillo, thereafter filed 26 causes of action against Himsl stemming from his liens.  Two years later, Montecito took voluntary dismissal of all but five claims, which the trial court later dismissed on summary judgment.  The trial court awarded Himsl attorney fees against Montecito under the contract, plus additional fees under CR 11 against Montecito, Trujillo, and their attorney John Bolliger.  Montecito, Trujillo, and Bolliger appeal the award of fees under CR 11 and the grant of summary judgment with respect to two claims.     
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3) 
No.: 30036-6-III

Case Name: State of Washington v. Ramon Garcia Morales

County: Franklin

Case Summary: Ramon Garcia Morales was charged with first degree murder, attempted first degree murder, two counts of second degree assault, and four firearm enhancements, stemming from his gunshot killing of Alfredo Garcia, the shooting Garcia’s wife multiple times, and his pointing the gun at the couple’s two teenage daughters.  Morales and his accomplice fled to Idaho, where Sprint cell phone tracking coordinates given to the police aided in their capture.  Morales then voluntarily confessed to the crimes.  The court denied his motion to suppress his confession as the fruit of an unlawful warrantless search and arrest using cell phone tracking technology.  After multiple competency proceedings, the court found Morales competent to stand trial.  The court also denied his motion for change of venue due claimed jury bias from excessive media coverage.  The jury found him guilty as charged.  He appeals.       
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4) 
No.: 29048-4-III


Case Name: State of Washington v. Tansy Fay Arwen Mathis  


County: Okanogan

Case Summary: Tansy Fay Mathis was charged with aggravated first degree murder, first degree manslaughter—unborn quick child, and first degree kidnapping (all with deadly weapon allegations) and tampering with physical evidence, stemming from the killing of Michelle Kitterman who was then 11 weeks pregnant with the child of Daniel Pavek (the husband of Lacey Hirst).  Hirst made statements about having Kitterman “eliminated.”  Hirst rented a vehicle that Mathis drove to the home of Brent Phillips and David Richards.  Richards allegedly told Phillips there was a snitch that might need to be intimidated.  Mathis discussed with Phillips the potential monetary payment involved.  Mathis and Phillips (who was carrying Richards’ ice pick) went to Kitterman’s house.  The three left for a casino and Mathis told Phillips that Kitterman was the snitch.  Phillips repeatedly stabbed Kitterman with the ice pick and Mathis told him to “finish it.”  They left Kitterman on the side of the road.  She died from multiple stab wounds.  Mathis and Phillips cleaned the rental vehicle but police later found Kitterman’s blood inside.  Richards gave a statement to police implicating Phillips and Mathis.  Phillips (who pleaded guilty) told police that Richards asked him to help take out a snitch.  Richards then was charged with murder, manslaughter and kidnapping.  Mathis and Richards were tried jointly.  Mathis objected that the special verdict instruction on the aggravating factor of “murder pursuant to agreement to be compensated” allowed the jury to apply the factor without first finding it specifically applied to her and not an accomplice.  The jury convicted Mathis as charged.  She appeals.                       
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5) 
No.: 28165-5-III

Case Name: Personal Restraint Petition of Walter William Copland 
County: Benton

Case Summary: After a long day of drinking, Walter William Copland fatally shot a friend in the head.  A Benton County jury convicted him of first degree manslaughter, with a firearm sentencing enhancement.  The judgment and sentence were affirmed in a direct appeal.  Copland then filed this personal restraint petition in which he claims (1) his constitutional right to a public trial was violated when some potential jurors were interviewed privately in chambers, and (2) new evidence supports vacation of his judgment and sentence and the setting of a new trial.            
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6) 
No.: 29075-1-III

Case Name: State of Washington v. David Eugene Richards

County: Okanogan

Case Summary: David Eugene Richards was charged with aggravated first degree murder, first degree felony murder, first degree manslaughter—unborn quick child, and first degree kidnapping, stemming from the killing of Michelle Kitterman who was then 11 weeks pregnant with the child of Daniel Pavek (the husband of Lacey Hirst).  Hirst made statements about having Kitterman “eliminated.”  Hirst rented a vehicle that Tansy Fay Mathis drove to the home of Brent Phillips and David Richards.  Richards allegedly told Phillips there was a snitch that might need to be intimidated.  Mathis discussed with Phillips the monetary payment involved.  Mathis and Phillips (who was carrying Richards’ ice pick) went to Kitterman’s house.  The three left in the rental vehicle and Mathis told Phillips that Kitterman was the snitch.  Phillips repeatedly stabbed Kitterman with the ice pick and Mathis told him to “finish it.”  They left Kitterman on the side of the road.  She died from multiple stab wounds.  Richards gave a statement to police implicating Phillips and Mathis.  Phillips (who pleaded guilty) told police that Richards asked him to help take out a snitch.  Mathis and Richards were tried jointly over Richards’ objection.  Also over Richards’ objections, the court admitted out-of-court statements by Hirst under the co-conspirator exception to the hearsay rule, and testimony regarding Richards’ drug activity and his statements about weapons he carried.  The jury found Richards guilty of second degree felony murder and first degree manslaughter, with special verdict deadly weapon findings for both crimes.   He appeals.                                 
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7) 
No.: 25729-1-III

Case Name: Personal Restraint Petition of John Edward Mines, Jr. 

County: Kittitas

Case Summary: A Spokane County jury found John Edward Mines, Jr. guilty of first degree rape, second degree assault, and first degree kidnapping stemming from his sexual assault and abduction of a woman whom Mines and two cohorts had offered a ride home.  Mines was sentenced to an indeterminate life sentence and given an exceptional minimum sentence because the crimes were committed with deliberate cruelty.  The Washington Supreme Court affirmed the judgment and sentence.  State v. Mines, 163 Wn.2d 387, 179 P.3d 835 (2008).  Meanwhile, Mines filed this personal restraint petition in which he claims (1) his right to a public trial was violated when certain potential jurors were interviewed privately in chambers; (2) the evidence was insufficient to establish the deadly weapon element of second degree assault; and (3) his trial counsel was ineffective for failing to object to hearsay testimony.
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