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******************************************************

Date of Hearing:  September 11, 2014
Location:   Spokane
___________________________________________________________
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1)
No.:  31887-7-III

Case Name:  Spokane Entrepreneurial Center v. Spokane Moves to Amend the Constitution

County:  Spokane

Case Summary:  In 2009, Envision Spokane qualified for the ballot a local initiative known as the Community Bill of Rights.  The initiative failed at the ballot box.  In 2011, Envision qualified for the ballot another Community Bill of Rights, with significantly different provisions.  This initiative also failed.  In 2013, Envision again qualified for the ballot the same 2011 Community Bill of Rights.  This time, a group of businesses, associations, and individuals sued to enjoin the initiative from appearing on the ballot.  In a declaratory judgment, the superior court found that the initiative exceeded the scope of the local initiative power and enjoined it from appearing on the 2013 general election ballot.  Envision appeals.

View briefs in Acrobat format by clicking the link below and entering the case number.  
Division Three Briefs
2) 
No.:  31915-6-III

Case Name:  In re Estate of Elma L. Hayes

County:  Lincoln

Case Summary:  Upon her death, Elma Hayes devised the family farm to her four children in equal shares.  Two of her sons, James and Jerry Hayes, contest the effect of that devise.  At the time of Elma’s death, James was 19 years into a 25-year lease of the entire farm.  The lease provided for termination if James could not personally perform the conditions of the lease.  In violation of this provision, James sold the parcel his mother had devised to him.  Jerry contends James’s sale terminated the lease and brought an unlawful detainer action in Grant County to oust James from farming Jerry’s devised portion for the remainder of the lease.  James filed a separate action in Lincoln County for a declaratory judgment to clarify whether the devising of the farm to the heirs created a de facto partition of the lease.  If it did, he argued, he did not violate the anti-alienation clause because the lease was extinguished when he became the tenant and landlord of his parcel.  The Lincoln County Superior Court concluded that the will did not partition the lease, which was terminated when James sold his farming interest.  James appeals the Lincoln County decision.
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3)
No.:  31441-3-III

Case Name:  State v. Benjamin Lopez, Jr.

County:  Grant

Case Summary:  Benjamin Lopez is a member of the Marijuanos 13 street gang in Grant County.  One of the gang’s rivals is the West Side 18th street gang.  In April 2011, a member of the West Side 18th gang was shot and killed outside his home in Quincy.  Mr. Lopez and three other men—including Mr. Lopez’s brother—were implicated in the crime.  Mr. Lopez and his brother accused the other two men of shooting the rival gang member, and one of the other men accused Mr. Lopez’s brother of the crime.  The fourth man pleaded guilty to second degree murder and did not testify.  The State charged Mr. Lopez with first degree premeditated murder, second degree murder, and drive-by shooting.  The jury found him guilty of second degree felony murder and drive-by shooting.  He appeals.
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4) 
No.:  31439-1-III

Case Name:  State v. Abraham Lopez Torres

County:  Grant

Case Summary:  Abraham Lopez-Torres is a member of the Marijuanos 13 street gang in Grant County.  One of the gang’s rivals is the West Side 18th street gang.  In April 2011, a member of the West Side 18th gang was shot and killed outside his home in Quincy.  Mr. Lopez-Torres and three other men—including Mr. Lopez-Torres’s brother—were implicated in the crime.  Mr. Lopez-Torres and his brother accused the other two men of shooting the rival gang member, and one of the other men accused Mr. Lopez-Torres of the crime.  The fourth man pleaded guilty to second degree murder and did not testify.  The State charged Mr. Lopez with first degree premeditated murder, second degree murder, drive-by shooting, and unlawful possession of a firearm.  The jury found him guilty of second degree felony murder and drive-by shooting.  He appeals.
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