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Supreme Court Dissolution Task Force

December 6, 2007

Administrative Office of the Courts, Sea-Tac, WA

Members Present: Professor Helen Donigan, Shamra Coy, Kevin Turner, Judge Kathryn Nelson, Janet Skreen, Leslie Owen, Judge Paul Bastine, Julie McKay, Jean Cotton, Beverley Emery, Hon. Patty Chester, Kelly O’Connell, Margaret Hobart, Brenda Morbauch, and Rep. Patricia Lanz.

Guests Present:  Kevin Black, Jennifer Strus, JoAnna Arlow, Amy Pierson, Greg Howe, Joe Coram, Bill Harrington, Ken Fellows, Jim Bamberger, Grace Huang, Jorene Moore, Pam Crone.

Staff Present: Chris Ruhl, Michael Santana, Lynette Combs.

Next Meeting:

January 10, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.
Decisions
· Minutes of October 30, 2007 Task Force (TF) meeting are approved.
· The TF will decide its governance issues at the next meeting.

Action Items

· TF’s staff will create a bibliography of the materials the sub-committees are receiving.
· TF’s staff will ask the National Center for State Courts if there are other states dealing with screening tools regarding a point of first contact program (PFCP), and whether those programs are also dealing with confidentiality and liability.

Commenced: 
Approximately 9 a.m.

Minutes of October 30, 2007 TF meeting are approved.
When the TF reconvenes in the afternoon the sub-committees will provide statements about what each sub-committee is doing.  Those statements will include information about areas of possible overlap between sub-committees, and information about what experts and materials the sub-committees are relying on.

The TF’s staff will make a bibliography of the materials the sub-committees are receiving.
Adjourned at approximately 9:30 a.m.

Reconvened at 1:10 p.m.

The sub-committees reported as follows:
Point of First Contact Program (PFCP) Sub-committee

The screening process for the PFCP should be a simple questionnaire that is a self-evaluation available only to the client.

Until the screening process is determined it is difficult to determine the confidentiality issue.  

The clerks association believes that it should be left up to each county to determine whether the PFCP is run by the county clerk or judiciary.  The sub-committee has not made a decision on this issue yet.

Presently, it does not appear that there is any overlap between the work being done in this sub-committee and that being done in other sub-committees.
TF’s staff will ask the National Center for State Courts if there are other states dealing with screening tools regarding a PFCP, and whether those programs are also dealing with confidentiality and liability.

Dispute Resolution (DR) Committee
This sub-committee may have an overlap with the training sub-committee because the individuals doing dispute resolution will need domestic violence and sexual abuse training.
Training Sub-committee

This sub-committee may have overlaps with the other sub-committees as follows:

· Evaluator Sub-committee: 
Standards and ethics for parenting evaluators.

· PFCP Sub-Committee:
Screening and identification.

· DR Sub-Committee:  

Domestic violence and sexual assault training.

Questions the Training Sub-committee would like the TF to clarify:
· How is sub-committee work presented to the TF?

· Who has approval power for sub-committee work?
· Timeline regarding the preliminary report?

· What is the TF aiming for in the report?

· Stakeholders, who are they?  Are they the present TF or others?

· Who is writing the final report?
· Schedule for TF meetings.

Evaluators Sub-committee
This sub-committee is trying to determine who is an evaluator and determine standards for evaluators and not guardian ad litems.
There are no state-wide standards for evaluators except for the Department of Health’s standards for parenting evaluators who are psychologists.

The Superior Judges Association asked the TF to review Section 303.

End of Sub-Committee Reports
The TF will decide its governance issues at the next meeting.
The TF’s forces next meeting is January 10, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.

The TF will meet on February 7, 2008.
Adjourned:  
Approximately 2:25 p.m.
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