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Supreme Court Dissolution Task Force

January 10, 2008
Administrative Office of the Courts, Sea-Tac, WA

Members Present: Professor Helen Donigan, Kevin Turner, Judge Kathryn Nelson, Janet Skreen, Leslie Owen, Judge Paul Bastine, Julie McKay, Hon. Patty Chester, Margaret Hobart, Brenda Morbauch, Joyce Shui, Bev Emery, 
Guests Present:  Kevin Black, Jennifer Strus, Jorene Moore, Kelly O’Connell, Amy Pierson, and James Hubbard. 
Administrative Office of the Court (AOC) Staff: Lynette Combs and Michael Santana.

Next Meeting:

February 7, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. (Olympia)
Decisions
· Minutes of December 6, 2007 Task Force (TF) meeting are approved.
· Governance Procedures and Rules 1-5 (Organization and Conduct of the Task Force) as amended are adopted by the TF.  

· Governance Procedures and Rules 6-8 (Decision Making Process) as amended are adopted by the TF.
· 2008 Meeting Dates and Timeline approved subject to future changes.
· At the next meeting, the Point of First Contact and Dispute Resolution subcommittees will meet at the same time, and the Training and Evaluators subcommittees will meet at the same time.

· The Point of First Contact subcommittee will meet at noon because that may be the only time they have access to the legislative staff.

Action Items

· Provide the TF’s link on the front of AOC’s website and inform the public of comments.

· TF staff creates a one-page flyer requesting public comments.

· TF members to receive copies of the dissolution handbook created by the AOC.

MINUTES

Commenced: 
Approximately 2:25 p.m.

Minutes of December 6, 2007 TF meeting are approved.
Governance Rules and Procedures:

· Amend number 3 to include, “via press releases and other means.”
· Amend number 4 to change “would” to “will”.
Governance Rules and Procedures 1-5 (Organization and Conduct of the Task Force) as amended are adopted by the TF.

Amend number 6, after the first sentence: “The votes will be tallied and recorded.”
Governance Rules and Procedures Rules 6-8 (Decision Making Process) as amended are adopted by the TF.
Provide the TF’s link on the front of AOC’s website and inform the public of comments.
Staff creates a one-page flyer requesting public commenting.

Produce a press release that our draft recommendations are available for public comment so that the public can submit their comments by a certain date.
2008 Meeting Dates and Timeline are approved subject to future changes.
Sub-committee Reports
Training Sub-committee

The sub-committee divided the responsibilities for addressing its charge.

On February 6, 2008, the sub-committee is meeting with Rachel Delvillar-Fox, King County Family Court Services manger.

Evaluators Sub-committee

The sub-committee is developing a definition for what a parenting evaluator is and minimum practice standards.

Are evaluators going to be certified, and how?
Point of First Contact Program Sub-committee

This sub-committee is producing a screening process with multiple questions addressing whether the individual answering the questions has a history of drugs, domestic violence, etc.  The screening process is self-reporting and will provide information about resources.  The screening process document will not be filed with the court records.
Dispute Resolution (DR) Committee
The sub-committee is splitting into two groups.  The two groups are producing a best practices model for dispute resolution procedures from the beginning of a case up until trial, and then post-trial.
End of Sub-Committee Reports
The TF will meet on February 7, 2008.

At the next meeting, the Point of First Contact and Dispute Resolution subcommittees will meet at the same time, and the Training and Evaluators subcommittees will meet at the same time.
The Point of First Contact subcommittee will meet at noon because that may be the only time they have access to the legislative staff.
Adjourned:  
Approximately 3:45 p.m.
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