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Supreme Court Dissolution Task Force

Administrative Office of the Courts, Sea-Tac, WA

October 22, 2008 Minutes
Members Present: Professor Helen Donigan, Julie McKay, Leslie Owen, Honorable Patricia Chester, Janet Skreen, Margaret Hobart, Judge Kathryn Nelson, Judge Paul Bastine, Shamra Coy, Jean Cotton, and Kelly O’Connell. 

Staff Present: Lynette Combs and Michael Santana.

Guests Present: Kevin Black, Christine Olah, Jorene Moore, and Trudis Tango.

Next Meeting:
November 17 at 10:00 a.m. (Sea-Tac).

MINUTES

Commenced: 
Approximately 10:00 a.m.

The August 27, 2008 minutes were approved.

There was attempt to contact Task Force member Kevin Turner so that he could participate by telephone.  Upon calling the number he provided, his voicemail answered.  He was left a message and a telephone number to call so that he could participate in the meeting.  Mr. Turner never called Judge Nelson’s cellphone. 

The Task Force discussed the public comments that had been received through letters and comments on the Task Force’s website.

Each member of the Task Force present at this meeting informed the rest of the Task Force what comments they had heard about the interim report from stakeholders they are in contact with.

The Task Force separated into four working groups to discuss possible changes to the interim report.  The working groups then reported back to the full Task Force. 

Motion passed: Include “domestic partnership” in the appropriate places in the report.
Motion passed: On page 49 remove the following sentence: The parenting evaluator shall observe the children with each parent in the parent’s home.  
Page 43, include “mistakenly” before "used". 
The Dispute Resolution working group suggested changes to the fourth, sixth, and eighth Summary of Findings and Conclusions regarding the Dispute Resolution Procedures.  The Task Force adopted these changes. 

Regarding section VII of the interim report, the 201 Program working group suggested changes to sub-section B (Minimum Components Under The Legislation) and sub-section E (Costs).  The Task Force adopted these changes.

Regarding the venue issue, the Task Force agreed not to make a recommendation regarding changes in venue rules.

Regarding the venue section, just before the IX heading, starting with 5th line from end of the paragraph replace the current language with the language below.

Lincoln County for the hearings, or that the moving party pay a new, full filing fee in the county of residence.  However, the traditional respect for a litigant's choice of venue is important and it is not clear that a change in venue rules is the only way to assure workable decrees or to avoid an increased cost for filing a modification action.  Therefore, the Task Force makes no recommendation regarding changes in venue rules.

The next and final meeting of the Task Force will be November 17, 2008 at AOC’s Sea-Tac facility.

Adjourned:  
Approximately 1:50 p.m.
