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The Gender and Justice 
Commission presented two 
educational sessions at the 
Superior Court Judge’s 2013 
Spring Conference. 
 
As part of the sessions, judicial 
officers were given a printed 
version of the First Edition of the 
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Gender and Justice Commission (GJCOM) 
 

Sexual Offense Bench Guide 
  

 

Scope and Purpose 
 

This is the first edition of the Sexual Offense Bench Guide.  It is designed to serve as a 

resource for new and experienced judicial officers.  

 

While the bench guide was as current as possible at the time it was released, laws related to 

sexual violence change so be certain to verify references and/or citations. 

 

 

Chapter Overview 
 

Chapter 1 Understanding Sexual Violence 
Provides a broad overview of the dynamics of sexual violence for the 

purpose of promoting a consistent and unbiased response to alleged 

victims of sexual violence in Washington’s courts. 

 

Chapter 2 Sexual Offenses 
Provides a list and chart of offenses identified as sexual offenses.  The 

chart includes the crime, the RCW, a definition, and the statute of 

limitations. 

 

Chapter 3 Defenses to Sexual Offenses 
Covers the application of defenses to sexual offenses in Washington 

State including rules when instructing juries, certain defenses, 

impermissible defenses, and applicable statutes of limitations. 

 

Chapter 4 Pre-Trial Release and Discovery 
Presents information on the statutory provisions, case law, docket 

management practices, and pre-trial release procedures and discovery 

issues. 

 

Chapter 5 Preliminary Hearings and Trials 
Provides a general overview of the conduct of preliminary hearings and 

trials of sex offenders and provides guidance for affording appropriate 

protections to both the victims and perpetrators. 

 

Chapter 6 General Evidence 
Addresses general evidentiary issues that arise during criminal cases 

involving allegations of sexual offenses. 
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Chapter 7 Scientific Evidence 
Discusses scientific evidentiary issues that are common in sex offense 

cases including expert testimony, hypnosis, DNA testing, drug 

facilitators, polygraphs and SANEs. Washington law governing the 

admissibility of such evidence is also cited herein. 

 

Chapter 8 Post-Conviction and Sentencing 
Focuses on special considerations that should be taken into account 

when sentencing persons convicted of sex offenses. 

 

Chapter 9 Civil Protection Orders 
Provides courts assistance in crafting effective orders and in developing 

effective and efficient procedures for handling cases of sexual violence 

in order to uphold the rights of all parties involved. 

 

Appendix A Civil Orders for Sexual Offense Victims Chart 

Appendix B Sexual Assault Protection Order (SAPO) Hearing Bench Card 

 

Chapter 10 LGBTQ Minorities and Sexual Offenses 
Explains how judges may contribute to a more balanced and sensitive 

legal process in all sexual offense cases by examining commonly held 

stereotypes about sexual offenses.  

 

Appendix A LGBTQ Sexual Assault Community Resources 

 

Appendix B References 

 

  

Addendum “Judges Tell: What I Wish I Had Known Before I 

Presided in an Adult Victim Sexual Assault Case” 
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