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no record evidence of any pain suffered by the dog and no reasonable 

inference available that the dog feIt substantial pain, did the State fail to 

prove this alternative means of animal cruelty? 

3. A court may impose an exceptional sentence below the 

standard range when significant mitigating factors justifY treating the 

case differently from others in the same class. The court believed it 

lacked legal authority to impose an exceptional sentence because Hull's 

case was not identical to the illustrative list of mitigating factors in the 

statute. Did the court misunderstand its legal authority to give Hull a 

sentence below the standard range? 

D. STATEMENT OF THE CASE. 

On December 14, 2010, sometime after 9 p.m., Clay Hull pulled 

his car over by the side of the road because he needed to urinate. 3RP 

505. 1 Hull is an Iraq War anny veteran who was injured in an explosion 

that "blew up" his stomach and left him with significant bladder 

problems in addition to other effects ofcombat. 5RP 885. Hull has a 

concealed weapons pennit and was working as a security guard at the 

Yakima Training Center. 4RP 644-45; 5RP 900. 

I For purposes of this brief, 3RP refers to 6/25/12; 4RP refers to 6/26/12; 
SRP refers to 6/27/12; 6RP refers to 6/28/12, 7/12/12, and 8/17/12. 
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