
 
  

Certified Professional Guardian Board Meeting 
Monday, May 13, 2013 (8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.) 

Telephone Conference 
 

 
 
 

           Meeting Minutes 
 

Chair 
Judge James Lawler, Chair 

Members Absent 
Comm. Rachelle Anderson 

 Ms. Robin Balsam 
Members Present Judge Robert Swisher 
Mr. Gary Beagle  
Ms. Rosslyn Bethmann Staff 
Dr. Barbara Cochrane Ms. Shirley Bondon 
Mr. Andrew Heinz Ms. Kim Rood 
Mr. Bill Jaback  
Judge Sally Olsen  
Ms. Emily Rogers  
Ms. Carol Sloan  
  

 
1. Call to Order 

Judge Lawler called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

2. Board Business 
Approval of Minutes 
Judge Lawler asked for changes or corrections to the April 8, 2013 proposed 
minutes.  There were no changes or corrections. 
 

Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to approve minutes from the 
April 8, 2013 meeting.  The motion passed. 

 
3. Executive Session – Closed to the Public 

 
4. Reconvene – Vote on Executive Session Decisions 

Applications Committee 
Individual Applications 

Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to approve the application of 
Winston Cook.  The motion passed. 
Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to deny the application of Lynda 
Knapp.  The motion passed. 
Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to approve the application of Kirsten 
Murray.  The motion passed. 
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Appeals 
Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to deny the appeal of Iris Christie.  
The motion passed. 
Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to deny the appeal of Renee Ellis.  
The motion passed. 

Lori Petersen Complaint  
The Supreme Court has granted oral arguments in this matter, signed by the 
Chief Justice, June 15, 2013.  
 

5. Correspondence 
William Morris, Partner, Castlemark Guardianships and Trusts 
Judge Lawler received this letter from Mr. Morris in response to the Board’s 
meeting materials for April 8, 2013 (see attached).  
 
Skagit County Superior Court 
AOC staff gave a brief description of the letter received from Skagit County 
Superior Court (see attached).  Skagit County has six guardianship cases that 
the Superior Court cannot find a professional guardian to take.  Skagit County 
Superior Court is proposing a policy of appointing professional guardians in 
difficult, low finance cases from a rotating registry.  Ms. Bondon noted that if the 
Office of Public Guardianship (OPG) had funding assured in the upcoming 
budget, these are the type of cases that OPG accepts.   
AOC staff further reported that this letter was also sent   to the Supreme Court 
and the State Court Administrator.  Skagit County Superior Court is requesting 
comments directed to the Skagit County Guardianship Monitoring Program by 
May 15, 2013. 
 

6. Relevant Legislation 
SB 5510 – Information Sharing 
In its effort to discern whether a prospective or current guardian has pending 
complaints of abuse or neglect, the CPG Board contacts Adult Protective 
Services (APS) and Child Protective Services (CPS). Because information held 
by APS and CPS is confidential, it can be very difficult, often impossible, to 
obtain the information needed. SB 5510 will change this allowing information 
sharing between APS, CPS and the Certified Professional Guardian Board.  The 
legislation passed and will go into effect on June 16, 2013. 
SB 5692 – Standby Guardian 
SB 5692 passed and will be signed by the Governor.  Since the statute has 
passed, the Certified Professional Guardian Board will reconsider proposed SOP 
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401.6.   SB 5692 requires guardians to nominate a standby guardian to serve 
during the planned absence, death or incapacity of the court appointed guardian. 
The guardian is required to meet with the standby guardian in person or by 
telephone quarterly to update them on cases.  In the absence of the appointed 
guardian, the standby guardian must obtain letters of guardianship that state 
what the standby’s duties will be.  To support this statute, the Regulations 
Committee has drafted a Standard of Practice requiring certified professional 
guardian’s to appoint another certified professional guardian as standby. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to post Proposed SOP 401.6 
Standby Guardian for comment.  The motion passed. 

 
7. Adjourned 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 a.m.  Next meeting is scheduled for June 10, 2013, 
held at the SeaTac Office, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 
Recap of Motions from May 13th, 2013 Meeting  

Motion Summary Status 

Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to approve the 
application of Winston Cook.  The motion passed. Completed 

Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to deny the 
application of Lynda Knapp.  The motion passed. 

Completed 

Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to approve the 
application of Kirsten Murray.  The motion passed. 

Completed 

Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to deny the 
appeal of Iris Christie.  The motion passed. 

Completed 

Motion:  A motion was made and seconded to deny the 
appeal of Renee Ellis.  The motion passed. 

Completed 

Motion: A motion was made and seconded to post 
Proposed SOP 401.6 Standby Guardian for comment.  The 
motion passed.  

Completed 

Action Item Summary   
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             ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 
Callie T. Dietz 

State Court Administrator 
 
                          

May 13, 2013 
 
 
TO:  Certified Professional Guardian Board 
 
FROM: Regulations Committee 
 
RE:  Standby Guardians 
 
Issue:   
 
Who should serve as a Standby Guardian and what are the duties of a Standby 
Guardian? 
 
Proposed Solution: 
 
 
SOP 401.6 All certified professional guardians and guardian agencies have a duty by 
statute to appoint a standby guardian. In appointing a standby guardian it is the best 
practice to appoint a certified professional guardian unless otherwise authorized by the 
local court with jurisdiction  
 

401.6.1 All certified professional guardians shall appoint a standby guardian who 
is a certified professional guardian who accepts the appointment and has the 
skills, experience and availability to assume responsibility as court-appointed 
guardian per statutory requirements. 
 
401.6.2  The standby guardian will serve when the guardian cannot be reached 
in an emergency, during planned absences and at the death or incapacity of the 
guardian. 
 
401.6.3 The certified professional guardian will ensure that in his or her planned 
or unplanned absence the standby guardian shall have access to records and 
information needed to address the needs of the incapacitated person. 

 
 
Background: 
 
During the Board’s January 14, 2013 meeting, Bill Jaback informed the Board of an 
issue that the Applications Committee discovered during the review of an application for 
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certification.  The applicant used serving as a Standby Guardian for a Certified 
Professional Guardian as qualifying experience for certification.  The Applications 
Committee discussed whether a lay person is an appropriate choice for a standby for a 
professional guardian.  The Board’s discussion of this issue raised the following 
additional questions: 
 

• Should the Board limit the number of standby guardian appointments one 
individual can accept? 

 
• Should the Board establish a standard of practice for professional guardians to 

develop contingency plans or provide guidance to help professional guardians 
plan for time off for vacations and illnesses? 

 
Judge Swisher, who was chairing the meeting, asked the Regulations Committee to 
research the issue and submit a recommendation to the Board during its next meeting.  
The Regulations Committee met January 16, 2013 and asked staff to draft a proposed 
standard of practice. 
 
Current Relevant SOP 
 
401.6 All certified professional guardians and guardian agencies have a duty by statute 
to appoint a standby guardian. In appointing a standby guardian it is the best practice to 
appoint a certified professional guardian unless otherwise authorized by the local court 
with jurisdiction. 
 
Current Relevant Statute 
 
RCW.11.88.125 
The person appointed by the court as either guardian or limited guardian of the person 
and/or estate of an incapacitated person shall file in writing with the court, within ninety 
days from the date of appointment, a notice designating a standby limited guardian or 
guardian to serve as limited guardian or guardian at the death or legal incapacity of the 
court-appointed guardian or limited guardian. The notice shall state the name, address, 
zip code, and telephone number of the designated standby or limited guardian. Notice 
of the guardian's designation of the standby guardian shall be given to the standby 
guardian, the incapacitated person and his or her spouse or domestic partner and adult 
children, any facility in which the incapacitated person resides, and any person entitled 
to special notice under RCW 11.92.150 or any person entitled to receive pleadings 
pursuant to RCW 11.88.095(2)(j). Such standby guardian or limited guardian shall have 
all the powers, duties, and obligations of the regularly appointed guardian or limited 
guardian and in addition shall, within a period of thirty days from the death or 
adjudication of incapacity of the regularly appointed guardian or limited guardian, file 
with the superior court in the county in which the guardianship or limited guardianship is 
then being administered, a petition for appointment of a substitute guardian or limited 
guardian. Upon the court's appointment of a new, substitute guardian or limited 
guardian, the standby guardian or limited guardian shall make an accounting and report 
to be approved by the court and upon approval of the court, the standby guardian or 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=11.92.150
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=11.88.095
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limited guardian shall be released from all duties and obligations arising from or out of 
the guardianship or limited guardianship. 
 
New  Statute Amendment Adopted 
 
The Legislature adopted Senate Bill 5692relating to standby guardians and limited 
guardians (see Attachment A).  The bill addresses several of the Board’s concerns, but 
does not address the issue of a lay guardian serving as standby guardian for a certified 
professional guardian. 
 
 


