WASHINGTON STATE GENDER AND JUSTICE COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes
July 14, 2000
Two Union Square, Suite 1606

PRESENT
Commission Members: Justice Barbara A. Madsen, Judge Marlin Appelwick, Helen Donigan, Thomas Fallquist, Judge Ruth Reukauf, Judge Wesley Saint Clair

Guests: Debbie Miller, Pam Daniels, Scott Santoro, Judith Ramseyer

Staff: Gloria Hemmen, Administrative Office Of The Courts

CALL TO ORDER
Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

COMMISSION BUSINESS
Approval of Minutes
Since there was not a quorum present, approval of the minutes of the May 5, 2000 meeting was deferred.

Budget Report
A written budget report was distributed. The Commission has approximately $157,000 for member, staff, and project expenses through June 30, 2001.

Nominating Committee
The Commission went into executive session to discuss candidates for membership. Subsequently, the following action was taken. Absent members will be polled for their votes.

It was moved and seconded to nominate Judge Linda Tompkins for the trial court judge position vacated by Judge Clark. Motion carried.
It was moved and seconded to nominate Jennefer Hensen, Des Moines Municipal Court, for the trial court administrator position. Motion carried.
It was moved and seconded to recommend Representative Jon Lovick for appointment for the vacant citizen position. Motion carried.
It was moved and seconded to request the Supreme Court increase the Commission membership from 15 to 16 members. Motion carried.
By-Laws Review
By-Laws review was deferred until September.

Information Items
1999 Domestic Violence Summit Follow-up
Representatives from the three domestic violence summits funded by the Commission in 1999 reported on actions taken in their counties following the summit.

1. Grant-Adams Counties, Dave Campbell

A written status report was provided. As a result of the Summit, the Domestic Violence Consortium established two task forces. The Prevention/Early Intervention Task Force obtained a grant, purchased training videotapes and printed emergency phone number handouts in English, Spanish and Russian. The Intermediate/Crisis Intervention Task Force is dealing with childcare issues for victims. The Consortium was awarded a WorkFirst pilot project grant to fund placement of two, half-time domestic violence advocacy counselors in DSHS offices in Moses Lake and Othello. The Consortium also publishes a quarterly newsletter. 

2. Lewis County, Debbie Miller

These actions followed the summit last year: Nettie Yungers, Lewis County Clerk, obtained separate space for a domestic violence victims' waiting area; they are looking at mandatory weapons surrender for all domestic violence perpetrators; the Chehalis Police Department received a grant for cameras and tape recorders to capture "excited utterances;" they are working with Labor and industries Risk Management on posters for employees and employers; and a six-person planning team is working on their 2nd Domestic Violence Summit scheduled for October 7 at Centralia College. This year law enforcement and the school districts are participating more actively. 

3. Snohomish County, Pam Daniels, Scott Santoro

After the summit last November, a Domestic Violence Coordinating Council was formed. Their mission is to end domestic violence and sexual assault in Snohomish County through coordinated community action. This year they are focusing on the action plans developed at the summit, particularly, training and data collection. They are contacting the people who listed their names on the action plans and those who participated in the pre-summit vision meetings. There were 15 people at the first meeting, including a representative from Senator Murray's staff and a county council staff person. Five subcommittees were proposed: Research, Communications, Technical Assistance, Membership, and Public Relations. They are looking at funding for a paid coordinator. They are also working in partnership with the Navy JAG and the DV/SA staff to do CLE training for attorneys and judges on full faith and credit for protection orders. They commended the DV summit model, Nancy Ashley's work as facilitator, and use of the responder units. Community members now feel invested since they voted on issues and plans. 

Rural Domestic Violence and Child Victimization Continuation Grant
Margaret Fisher's request for a continuation VAWA grant was approved and $92,680 was awarded to the Commission. These funds will be used to conduct three additional domestic violence training sessions in rural counties. Preference will go to rural counties where the Commission has funded a local domestic violence summit. Lewis, Grant/Adams and San Juan are the targeted counties for 2001.

The grant will also fund development and distribution of a laminated outline of Washington State law, procedures and practical advice targeted to a rural judge, and production of a CD-ROM version of the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges.

2000 Domestic Violence Summits
Four Domestic Violence Summits will be held in 2000. Commission members were encouraged to attend one of the following:

	Date/Time:
	Location:
	 

	9/26
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
	Kitsap County's 4th Annual DV Summit
Children: Forgotten Victims of Domestic Violence
7555 Old Military Road NE, Silverdale
	Reg. Fee = $25
Commission funded the 1st Summit in '97.

	10/6
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
 
	1st Annual South Puget Sound Domestic Violence Conference: Best Practices in Addressing Domestic Violence - A Coordinated Response
Labor and Industries Building
7273 Lindstron Way SW, Tumwater
	Reg. Fee = $50
Commission is providing funding.

	10/7
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
	Domestic Violence Summit 2000 (Lewis County)
Past, Present, Future
Centralia College Cafeteria, Centralia
	Commission funded in 1999 and 2000.

	10/24
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
	San Juan County Domestic Violence Summit 2000
Tentatively at Key Bank
Friday Harbor
	Commission is providing funding.


King County Bar Association Gender Equality Committee
Judith Ramseyer thanked the Commission for its support and reported the CLE program, Through the Glass Ceiling: Can Alice Get There From Here, on May 11, 2000 was a success. They maxed out attendance at 100+; the program provided practical suggestions for juggling family and career; and the evaluations were very positive. She emphasized success was due to the coalition/liaison efforts of the planners. They hope to continue the momentum and use the profit from the seminar to begin the glass-ceiling survey work using graduate students from the UW School of Public Affairs. The ideal would be to have a report by spring with a basis for recommending how public and private organizations can identify and resolve glass-ceiling issues.

Justice Madsen indicated the Gender and Justice has committed to these efforts and a subcommittee will be formed to work on this project. We do hope it will be a statewide survey.

Board for Judicial Administration (BJA) Long-Range Planning Meeting - June 2
Justice Madsen reported the Board for Judicial Administration has become more of a governing and coordinating body for the judiciary. The June 2 meeting was an informative session during which the major judicial commissions and committees reported on their activities and programs. The BJA could make more use of the Commission for judicial education and coordination on legislative issues. After our presentation, Judge Roewe highly recommended the When Bias Compounds: Insuring Equal Justice for Women of Color in the Courts program to the other members.

Parenting Act Report Follow-up - Project 2001
Judge Appelwick reported Project 2001 has assigned the Domestic Relations Committee (DRC) to look at three areas: unified family court, courthouse facilitators, and the Parenting Act Report. He is chairing the Parenting Act Report subcommittee. Helen Donigan is a member and Gloria Hemmen is the staff person. The Subcommittee met for a half day in July and will be meeting August 17-18. Their recommendations will go to the full Committee and then to BJA. Most recommendations will focus on education and court rules and will not affect legislation. There was a question at one meeting whether or not the Commission had accepted or approved the report. Justice Madsen commented, since we have published and distributed the report, we do support it.

When Bias Compounds Program Revisions
The planning committee for When Bias Compounds: Insuring Equal Justice for Women of Color in the Courts will meet immediately following the Commission's meeting. It was suggested we advertise the September 15 program in the Spokane Bar Newsletter with an emphasis on the 3.25 Ethic CLEs, put up a poster in the hotel lobby, highlight the panel members and actors, and announce the program at the Thursday night function.

All Commission members were reminded we need their help with the program in Spokane.

Web Page Revisions
Judge Saint Clair agreed to monitor the Gender and Justice web page and send update information to Gloria. Because of the high maintenance required to keep the information accurate, it was agreed we would not have links to other sites.

Newsletter and Annual Report
Due to the work in preparation for Celebration 2000, both the newsletter and the annual report have been delayed.

NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT
The next meeting is scheduled for September 8, 2000 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

