	
	Gender and Justice Commission

Friday, November 4, 2005

Riddell Williams P.S.
1001 Fourth Avenue Plaza, Suite 4500
Seattle, WA 98154-1065

	----MINUTES----


PRESENT

Members:  Justice Barbara A. Madsen,  Eileen Concannon, Judge Sara Derr, Tom Fallquist, Judie Fortier, Grace Huang, Michael Killian, Sandy Matheson, Yvonne Pettus, Judge Jim Riehl, Judge Ann Schindler, Lindsay Thompson, Judge Linda Tompkins

Staff:  Gloria Hemmen, Executive Director

CALL TO ORDER

Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. 

COMMISSION BUSINESS

Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the September 9, 2005 meeting minutes with one correction.  Motion carried.

Budget Report 

The Commission reviewed the budget and federal grant status reports.

Meeting Schedule

It was agreed that a long-range planning meeting will be scheduled for the evening of March 9 and all day on March 10, 2006.  The Commission will consider emerging issues in gender equality and set a direction for the next five years’ work.  Commission members were requested to send suggestions for long-range planning facilitators and a presenter who could address the impact of current gender fairness trends, issues, and demographics on the courts.  
Membership  

Judge A. Schindler noted the Nominating Committee will reconvene following the long range planning meeting to consider candidates who will advance the mission of the Commission. 
2005 Annual Report

It was agreed the annual report will follow the same format as the 2003-2004 Report.  A draft report will be ready for review at the January 13, 2006 meeting.
PROJECT STATUS REPORTS 

Genome Justice

About 125 judicial officers attended the Genome Justice Program on September 19, in Tacoma, at the 47th Annual Washington Judicial Conference.  Program evaluations were included with the meeting materials.  A small group viewed the Bloodlines videotape the night before the program.  The Commission will circulate the ten copies of the video to judicial officers who requested copies.

A session on Surrogacy and Assisted Reproductive Technology will be provided at the Appellate Court Conference on April 12 by University of Washington Professor Patricia Kuszler.  Justice Owens is also looking for time to show Bloodlines at the conference.

Workplace Domestic Violence Policy and Training

The Commission reviewed evaluations from Kathy Cooper Franklin’s presentation on Domestic Violence in the Workplace, on September 30, at the District and Municipal Court Managers’ Conference in Yakima.  It was suggested that future training materials include a domestic violence services resource directory.  

Justice Madsen reported there was no time available on the December 2005 Presiding Judges Conference agenda for discussion of the model workplace policy on domestic violence.  However, we have been invited to submit an education proposal to other court education committees.  It was agreed the Commission would offer to provide funding for Ms. Franklin to conduct the training at court association conferences.  

Judge Derr volunteered to bring the proposal to the District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association Board.  It was also suggested we approach the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs.  

Consensus was the model workplace policy should be sent out to presiding judges, court managers, and county clerks along with a memo from Justice Madsen.

Federal Grants

Rural Domestic Violence and Child Victimization Grant 

Promising Judicial Practices in Domestic Violence and Child Dependency Cases, the final workshop funded by the Rural Domestic Violence grant was held October 7 in Wenatchee.  Dependency court professionals and domestic violence advocates comprised the teams led by judicial officers from Chelan, Douglas, Grant, and Kittitas counties and the Colville Tribal Court.  

Judges will be notified that FY05 STOP Grant funds are available to implement action plans developed at the trainings.  

Faculty is interested in repeating the training in another rural area, however, the grant ends December 31, 2005, and no additional Rural Grant funding is available.  STOP Grant to the Courts funds could be used for another program.

FY 04 STOP Grant to the Courts
Court Projects

The Commission reviewed FY04 second quarter grant status reports from project sites in Asotin, Clark, Walla Walla, Whatcom, the Washington State Coordinated Response Protocol Project (DV/CPS Protocol), and Yakima.

The DV/CPS Protocol has been signed by the protocol leaders and Regions 4 (King) and 5 (Kitsap/Pierce) have held local, protocol planning events.  

Judge Riehl reported the Kitsap Regional Training The Importance of Effective Domestic Violence Court Orders was successfully completed on October 15 at the new Bremerton Conference Center.  Almost forty judicial officers and attorneys who serve as pro-tem judges participated in the all-day Saturday program.  In the afternoon, faculty went over the revised Protection Order forms line by line.  Evaluations were consistently above average and rated the speakers and materials highly.  Many evaluations noted how important the training was for pro-tem judges.

Judge Riehl and Maury Baker made a presentation to about 30 judges in Yakima.  They are interested in replicating the training.  Kitsap faculty are willing to repeat the program – if the Commission would take over the planning.

Mason and Jefferson County Courts are interested in replicating Kitsap County’s order scanning project.

Other STOP Grant Funded Projects in October included:

           $7,054 provided scholarships to send five judges to the Enhancing Judicial Skills in DV Cases workshop in Philadelphia, 9/18-21.  Note ten judges are scheduled to attend the program in Santa Fe in December.

           $1,000 was provided toward Kathy Franklin’s Domestic Violence in the Workplace presentation at the District and Municipal Court Management Association conference on September 30 in Yakima.

           $3,000 was provided for the Native American Summit on Gender, Family, and Community Violence, October 12-13 in Shelton.  Program agenda and materials were reviewed.

           $2,512 was used to reprint copies of the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence Fatality Review: every life lost is a call for change.  Reports were sent to all presiding judges in October.

           No progress has been made on producing a state-wide Protection Order Video.  Discussion followed on whether a video should focus on the variety of orders available versus how to get a protection order.

FY 05 STOP Grant to the Courts – Request for Proposal

The Request for Proposal (RFP) for new court projects was e-mailed to state court presiding judges, court administrators and county clerks and posted on the Washington courts webpage on November 1.  Proposals are due January 6.  Commission members Madsen, Appelwick, Derr, Huang, Fortier, Killian, Matheson, and Pettus volunteered or were volunteered to serve on the Grant Advisory Committee.  Announcement of the grant awards is scheduled for January 27.

The Commission discussed preparing a grant project handbook – highlighting all the successful projects that could be replicated by other courts and providing additional information about the grants to new presiding judges. 

Local Domestic Violence Summits

The 2nd Annual Domestic Violence Summit was held in Goldendale on September 30 and October 1.  The Summit expended $1,500. 

The Commission provided $1,605 for the presentation Assessing for Abuse in Later Life by Bonnie Brandle at the Kitsap Domestic Violence Summit on October.  

Domestic Violence Manual for Judges

Judge Helen Halpert is continuing work on revising the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges.  Chapters are currently being reviewed by Judge Doerty, Judge Doucet, Comm. Bill Knebes, and Dr. Anne Ganley.  Grace Hung is working on a new chapter on immigration issues.  We will be finalizing the manual in January and distributing it in late February.

Proposal for the 2006 Washington Judicial Conference

Proposals for education programs to be presented at the 49th Annual Judicial Conference in Spokane in September 2006 are due December 31.  It was suggested the Commission submit several education proposals on domestic violence topics.  Justice Madsen, Judge Schindler, Judge Riehl, and Grace Huang volunteered to review draft proposals.

Initiative for Diversity Commitments

Justice Madsen and Eileen Concannon reported the work on the diversity commitments continues.  Facilitators are being selected for the next Initiative for Diversity Governing Council (IDGC) meeting to work through remaining issues.  No other state has implemented all the commitments although Chicago, Columbus, Ohio, and San Francisco are working on similar projects.  It was noted the King County Glass Ceiling Task Force is on hold since joining the state-wide effort.

WSBA Family Law Continuing Legal Education (CLE) Program

Volunteers from the Commission will meet with the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) Family Law Committee immediately following the January 13 Commission meeting to begin work on a domestic violence CLE for family law attorneys.  

National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ)

Justice Madsen and Gloria Hemmen participated in The New Frontier, the 27th Annual Conference of the National Association of Women Judges in Houston, Texas, October 19-23.  Materials from the conference were reviewed for possible replication at a Washington State conference.
Administrative Law Judges Conference, Seattle 2006

Judge J. E. Sullivan, a National Association of Women Judges member, notified the Commission that the National Administrative Law Judges (ALJ) Education Committee has agreed to include Genome Justice, Immigrants in the Courts, and Gender and Justice on their conference program agenda for 2006 in Seattle.  It was agreed the Commission should contact Judge Sullivan and offer to collaborate on NAWJ adapted programs.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 13, 2006.
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