	
	Gender and Justice Commission

Friday, July 14, 2006

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Kilroy Airport Center SeaTac-South Tower

18000 Pacific Highway South, Suite 1106

SeaTac, WA 98188  (360) 704-4057

	----MINUTES----


PRESENT

Members: 
Justice Barbara A. Madsen, Eileen Concannon, Jeri Costa, Judge Sara Derr,  Judie Fortier, Jennefer Henson, Grace Huang, Yvonne Pettus, Judge James Riehl, Judge Ann Schindler, Judge Linda Tompkins

Guests:
Catherine Carroll, Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs
Staff:
Gloria Hemmen

CALL TO ORDER

Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.  
COMMISSION BUSINESS
Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the May 12, 2006 meeting minutes.  Motion carried.

Budget Report 

The Commission reviewed and approved the budget and federal grant status reports.  

Long Range Planning

The Commission reviewed the list of projects for continuing support and challenges identified during the long range planning meeting in May.  Judie Fortier requested that updating the women judges’ video be included as a future project as an important piece of Washington State history. 

Consensus was the Commission’s structure works as long as there is strong staff support to organize and coordinate the work.  One long range planning goal is to secure additional funding for Commission staff.  It was agreed the Commission’s work justifies increased staffing levels.  We should also build in time to transition the work from the current executive director to the new one in 2007.  It was suggested the Commission consider hiring part-time, law-trained support staff.

It was moved and seconded to request funding for a full-time executive director in the 2007-2009 budget.  Motion carried.  

Eileen Concannon noted the King County Bar Association is also transitioning from a long-time executive director to a new staff person.  She recommended a United Way workshop on Executive Director Succession Planning.  

Meeting Schedule
The proposed meeting schedule for 2006-2007 was reviewed.  Regular meetings are scheduled for the 2nd Friday of September, November, January, March, May, and July, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m at the Administrative Office of the Courts office at the Kilroy Airport Center, SeaTac. 
Since the November 10 meeting falls on Veterans’ Day, members will be surveyed for an alternate date.  Options are Friday, November 3 or Monday, November 6

One member has a conflict with meetings on the 2nd Friday.  It was agreed the membership wil be polled reagrding other meeting day options. 
Membership  

Judge Ann Schindler, Nominating Committee Chair, submitted a slate of candidates for appointment for 2006-2009.  
1.                  Honorable James M. Riehl, Kitsap County District Court,

2.                  Mr. Daniel Thieme, Littler Mendelson

3.                  Honorable Michael Killian, Franklin County Clerk

4.                  Ms. Barbara L. Carr, Administrator, Jefferson County Juvenile Court

5.                  Professor Natasha T. Martin, Seattle University School of Law

6.                  Ms. Leslie W. Owen, Senior Attorney Northwest Justice Project

7.                  Honorable Jane  M. Smith, Administrator/Clerk for the Colville Tribal Appellate Court , Appellate Judge, and Elmer City Municipal Court Judge

It was moved and seconded to approve the slate of candidates.  Nine members voted in favor.  Absent members will be polled via e-mail as provided in the By-Laws.  [Note: five additional votes in favor of the motion were received by July 17 and the slate of candidates was submitted to Chief Justice Gerry Alexander.]
Justice Madsen recognized retiring member Judge Ann Schindler for many years of outstanding service to the Commission.  Service awards for retiring members Margaret Chon, Thomas Fallquist, and Jennefer Hensen will be awarded at a future meeting.

PROJECTS/PROGRAMS STATUS REPORTS 

Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) STOP Grants to the Courts  
Gloria Hemmen provided written budget and project status reports for current, federal fiscal years 2004 and 2005, STOP Grants to the Courts. 

New FY06 grant funds have not been released yet.  We are waiting for clarification on new federal provisions regarding publication of domestic violence protection order information on the Internet.  It is unclear whether the issue is publication of all protection order information or just foreign orders of protection.  We don’t know if an individual court can assure it is in compliance when our public disclosure laws and court rules require open records.   

Judge Riehl commented there is a conflict between issues of safety and access to public records.  Some defendants who are sentenced for a crime are requesting address confidentiality because they are victims of domestic violence.  

The Judicial Information Data Dissemination Committee is reviewing the issue and did note the public can not access Foreign Orders of Protection on the court’s website.

It was suggested we may have to send out our Request for Proposal for new projects in early November with a proviso that federal funding is pending.

Domestic Violence Manual for Judges  
Work on the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges updates continue.  The 2006 edition should be ready for distribution in the fall.  Commission members volunteered to proofread the revised chapters.

EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND CONFERENCES 

The Color of Justice

Judge Tompkins and Judge Derr reported they are working with the Spokane Chapter of Washington Women Lawyers and Gonzaga University Law School to present a Color of Justice Program for high school students.  

Consensus was $2,500 should be allocated for the Color of Justice Program in Spokane.  

The Commission reviewed the Color of Justice program materials prepared for the 2005 program at the Alaska Supreme Court.  The National Association of Women Judges, the Alaska court system, the Alaska Native Justice Center, the University of Alaska, and all three Washington State law schools co-sponsored the program.    

Judie Fortier reported Chief Leschi School is very interested working with the Commission on a 2nd Color of Justice program.

It was suggested we check on the possibility of offering a student scholarship. 

Domestic Violence in the Workplace

The Commission reviewed the evaluations from the session conducted by Jim Zissler at the Court Leadership Conference in Spokane, May 18.  Both the program effectiveness and the speaker’s communication skills were highly rated.

Domestic Violence/Ethics Training for Court Interpreters
The Commission reviewed the agenda for the first of five workshops for interpreters on domestic violence and ethics.  The pilot program in Spokane was July 7.  Judge Derr spoke to the group on court orders.   

It was suggested that future programs be better advertised.  Flyers should specify the program is for court interpreters and be sent to court administrators as well as to individual interpreters.

Building Bridges for Better Administrative Adjudication, 2006 

Justice Madsen will be presented a National Association of Women Judges scholarship to a law school student during Building Bridges for Better Administrative Adjudication, the National Association of Administrative Law Judges (NAALJ) Conference, in Seattle, September 6-8.

Interstate Custody and International Child Abduction and Domestic Violence

Planning continues for the Commission sponsored program on Interstate Custody, International Child Abduction:  The Hague Convention and Domestic Violence at the 49th Washington Judicial Conference, Spokane, on September 26.  Faculty have been confirmed and materials are being prepared.
Remaining Relevant, National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) 28th Annual Conference,

Justice Madsen and Gloria Hemmen will be attending the NAWJ conference in Las Vegas, October 4 – 8, 2006.

The Nexus of Domestic Violence and Family Law

The Commission reviewed the agenda for joint Washington State Bar Association Family law Section and Gender and Justice Commission sponsored Continuing Legal Education (CLE) program, The Nexus of Domestic Violence and Family Law.  Notice has been sent out.  The 1-day program will be held at the Radisson Hotel at SeaTac on October 13.

Conflicting Orders for Protection Training

Judge Riehl reported Kitsap County now has combined the civil and criminal orders into one uniform Protection Order.  He continues to sit as a judge who has authority to review orders and resolve conflicts even though their VAWA grant ended in 2005.

He has made presentations at the District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association spring conference, at the WSBA Family Law Section Midyear Seminar, and to courts in Pierce, Skagit, Thurston, and Yakima counties.  He will be making a presentation at the annual prosecuting attorneys’ conference in King County.  

Following publication of the article in the Synergy newsletter, he has received requests for information from California and the East Coast.

Grace Huang reported the Washington Association of Defense Lawyers is another potential audience for an education program on conflicting orders.

American Bar Association (ABA) Commission on Domestic Violence, etc.

Judge Riehl reported Karen Mathis, new American Bar Association president, is making youth at risk and programs with an emphasis on domestic violence a priority.  

The ABA Commission on Domestic Violence is now working with the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges on several projects.  He is serving on advisory committees for a publication on domestic violence for civil attorneys and a judicial benchbook on child custody, visitation, and Domestic Violence. 

The ABA Commission is working with the Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs (WCSAP) Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid, the Office on Violence Against Women, and the American Prosecutors Research Institute (APRI), to develop and host the National Institute on the Use and Integration of Interpreters in the Civil Representation of Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Stalking in May 2007.  Judge Riehl will serve on the steering committee.  A meeting is scheduled for October 17 in Seattle.
Catherine Carroll, legal director for WCSAP, also reported on a new project to develop national standards of practice in civil protection order cases for attorneys who represent victims of sexual assault, domestic violence and stalking.  The project is a cooperative agreement between the ABA Commission on DV and the Office on Violence Against Women. We are one of the partners as well as APRI and Texas Rio Grand Legal Aid 

OTHER BUSINESS

Legislative Committees

Domestic Violence Hope Card Committee

Gloria Hemmen and Grace Huang attended the first meeting of Domestic Violence Hope Card Study Committee on June 30.  The Committee is tasked with reviewing the practicality of requiring statewide distribution of wallet-sized cards to victims of domestic violence that document the existence and contents of a protection order and provides identifying information about the respondent, including a photograph.  The wallet size card would contain contact information regarding the courts, domestic violence services, and law enforcement.  The committee supported the concept.  At future meetings the proposed content, cost, and distribution mechanisms will be discussed. 
Workgroup on Dissolution and Child Custody

Grace Huang reported the workgroup met at the request of Sen. Hargrove.  All participants were asked to submit a list of problems and issues relating to parenting provisions in RCW 26.09 and 26.26.  Representatives from the WSBA Family Law Committee, North West Women’s law Center, Superior Court Judges’ Association, Legal Services, and fathers’ rights groups attended the first meeting.  Janet Skreen AOC Janet Skreen Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) staff for the SCJA Family and Juvenile Law Committee will represent the Gender and Justice Commission.  

Human Trafficking Task Force 

Gloria Hemmen will represent the AOC and the Gender and Justice Commission on the Human Trafficking Task Force established by budget proviso during the 2006 Legislative Session.  Grace Huang is also a member.

Jeri Costa noted she was the sponsor of the original human trafficking task force legislation.  Washington was the first state to establish a legislative funded human trafficking task force.  This is a continuation of that work.  

Justice Madsen noted human trafficking is topic for judicial education.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
