	
	Gender and Justice Commission

May 11, 2007

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Kilroy Airport Center SeaTac-South Tower

18000 Pacific Highway South, Suite 1106

SeaTac, WA 98188  (360) 704-4057

	---MINUTES----


PRESENT

Members: 
Justice Barbara A. Madsen, Judge Marlin Appelwick, Eileen Concannon, Judge Sara Derr, Judge Joan DuBuque, Judie Fortier, Grace Huang, Natasha Martin, Yvonne Pettus, Judge Jim Riehl, Judge Jane Smith, Judge Linda Tompkins

Staff:
Gloria Hemmen

Guest(s):
Cynthia Jones

CALL TO ORDER

Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.
COMMISSION BUSINESS
Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the March 9, 2007 meeting minutes.  Motion carried.

Budget Update

The Commission reviewed the budget status report.  Approximately $30,000 of the Commission’s funds will expire on July 1.  Consensus was the Executive Director should be given latitude to allocate funds for those projects and programs that fit the mission of the Commission and can be completed by June 30.

Membership
Justice Madsen presented service awards to retiring members Judge Marlin Appelwick, Eileen Concannon, Judie Fortier, and Sandy Matheson.  She thanked them for their many years of dedicated service to the work of the Commission.  Absent member Lindsay Thompson’s award will be mailed to him.

Judge Riehl presented the Nominating Committee report and slate of candidates for appointment, 2007-2010.  The Committee unanimously recommended the reappointment of Jeralita Costa and Grace Huang, two active Commission members who qualify to serve a second term.  In addition, the Nominating Committee recommends the appointment of six new members.  Grace Huang reported her nominee, Ms. Matayoshi, is unable to serve at this time.  The candidates for appointment, in alphabetical order are:

1.                   Ms. Jeri Costa, Indeterminate Sentencing Review Board

2.                   Ms. Grace Huang, Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence

3.                   Hon. Cynthia Jordan, Attorney at Law and Coeur d’Alene Tribal Court Judge
4.                   Ms. U’ilani Matayoshi, Director Chehalis Tribal DV/ Sexual Assault Program 

5.                   Hon. Craig Matheson, Benton-Franklin Superior Court

6.                   Mr. Bernard Ryan, Retired Counsel to the Washington State Senate

7.                   Hon. John Schultheis, Court of Appeals, Division III

8.                   Hon. Chris Wickham, Thurston County Superior Court 

It was moved and seconded to adopt the slate of candidates and forward the names to Chief Justice Alexander for consideration and appointment.  Motion carried
Recruitment for Commission Staff
The Commission reviewed the job description for the Commission staff position.  The job title will be Senior Court Program Analyst.  The job description will specify the analyst in this position will serve as the coordinator for the Supreme Court Gender and Justice Commission.  The job announcement will be posted June 11.  Yvonne Pettus agreed to serve on the first round interview committee.  Justice Madsen will serve on the final interview panel.  Our goal is to have the new person on board by September 1 to work with Gloria Hemmen for a month before her retirement.

Annual Report 2006

The final draft annual report for 2006 was circulated.  The last day for changes is May 15.

Projects/Programs Status Reports 
STOP Grants to the Courts (FY 04, 05 and 06)

The FFY04 STOP Grant ended, March 31, 2007.  A total of $184, 079, including $79,094 in roll-over funds from the FFY03 grant, was expended.  The final summary report was included in the meeting materials.  Judge DuBuque commented the DV/CPS Protocol Oversight Committee continues to meet in King County.  Their model protocol will be sent out to all of the regional leaders.  Grace Huang reported the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence is sponsoring 2-day team building training for domestic violence advocates and child protective system workers.  The training will be repeated in November.

The FFY05 STOP Grant has been extended through April 30, 2008.  Nine local court projects were completed in April and approximately $9,000 remains.   

The FFY06 STOP Grant contracts have been sent out for eight local court projects.  The Commission has approximately $12,370 to allocate for other projects/training. 

Consensus was the Commission should provide four scholarships to the National Judicial Institute Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases workshops in 2007.  Notice will be sent out to presiding judges and court administrators.  Priority will be given to judicial officers doing domestic violence calendars.  Judge Dubuque noted this national workshop was the most valuable training she has received as a judicial officer.

It was also suggested we offer some funding to courts to replicate the coordination of court protection orders project.  Yvonne Pettus will work with Gloria Hemmen to scope out the funding necessary for the project.

Education Programs/Conference
1.                  Judicial Access Browser (JABS) Training

Laura Densmore, AOC, has completed JABS training in Whatcom and Spokane counties.  Two group lessons and one-on-one time were scheduled in each location.  Training is scheduled in Benton-Franklin and Yakima counties in June and in King County in October.

Grace Huang noted legislation passed this spring requires judges to consult the court’s data base before placement of children.  

2.                  DV and Ethics Training for Court Interpreters
Thirty-five court interpreters attended the DV and Ethics training in Richland on April 28.  Judge Riehl noted the past four trainings have been very successful and there may be one more program in September.

Judge Derr will check if there is interest in holding a session in Spokane.  The initial pilot was conducted in Spokane for a limited number of attendees.

Grace Suggested the domestic violence materials be updated before the next training. 

3.                  Color of Justice Program 

Sixty-six students from four schools are scheduled to attend the Color of Justice Program on May 16 at Seattle University School of Law.

Judge Tompkins requested Commission staff assistance with the next program in Spokane.

4.                  50th Washington Judicial Conference:  Firearms and DV

The draft agenda for the Firearms and Domestic Violence, session on September 18 in Vancouver was reviewed.  Faculty has been confirmed except for one judicial representative.

5.                  Northwest Girls Coalition Conference
Administrative Office of the Courts staff members attended the conference on May 4 in Seattle.  There were representatives from court probation offices but no one took advantage of our scholarship offer to judges and juvenile court administrators.

6.                  American Bar Association (ABA) Commission on Domestic Violence National Institute on Use and Integration of Interpreters in Civil Representation of Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Stalking
Judge Riehl reported 35 attorneys are registered for the ABA institute on May 14-15 in Seattle.  The Institute will focus on attorneys representing victims in protection order hearings.  Grace noted very few Washington State victims have attorneys in protection order hearings.

Judge Riehl also passed out a copy of a new ABA laminated resource for attorneys entitled 10 Myths about Custody and Domestic Violence.

7.                  Sixth Annual National Crime Victim Law & Litigation Conference  

Cynthia Jones will be attending the conference, May 18-19 in Portland for the Commission’s project on Human Trafficking Session.

She reported that Dean Kelley Testy has approved holding a Trafficking CLE at Seattle University Law School on either January 18 or 25, 2008.  The Dean has committed funds for three student researchers to work on the program materials this summer under the direction of Professor Tayyab Mahmud.

Justice Madsen mentioned this projects parallells the work done in 2005 on the Hague convention.  Our goal is to present a program at the fall judicial conference in 2008.

8.                  American Bar Association(ABA) Breakfast Meeting on Women's Issues and Youth at Risk Symposium

Eileen Concannon reported ABA President Karen Mathis was in Seattle for several meetings in May and was a keynote speaker at the Youth at Risk Symposium.  She also noted the first meeting of the Washington State Bar Association Juvenile Justice Committee drew 100-150 attendees.

She indicated Bill Neukom, chair of Preston Gates & Ellis LLP in Seattle, is president-elect of the ABA.  It was suggested he might assist us in getting the ABA to extend their partnership with the Girl Scouts to Washington State.

9.                  Gender and Justice and National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) Co-sponsored Program/Reception for Administrative Judges  

The Commission and NAWJ District 13 are co-sponsoring a program and reception at the Supreme Court on June 28, 2007.  Commission members, Washington State judges, NAWJ District 13 members, and administrative law judges will be invited to attend.  

Justice Madsen noted the Gender and Justice Task Force was an outgrowth of the NAWJ and membership in the organization has benefited our state education programs.

10.             National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ) Annual Conference

The NAWJ conference will be held November 7-11, 2008 in Philadelphia, PA.  It was moved and seconded that the Commission should sponsor one scholarship for an attendee.  Motion carried.  Funding for Justice Madsen, Commission staff, and one scholarship recipient will be allocated from the 2007-2009 budget.

Other Items of Interest/Future Projects
Domestic Violence Manual for Judges

The revised version of the Domestic Violence Manual for Judges will be distributed to all Washington State judicial officers before June 30.

Family Law Provision in SSB5470

A summary of Superior Court Judges’ Association Family and Juvenile Law Committee concerns regarding provisions in SSB 5470 were discussed.  They included the lack of resources for courts to conduct the domestic violence screening required in family law cases; the potential for re-victimizing the domestic violence victims if both parties have to be assessed; and the family law facilitator backlog.

Grace pointed out, although there are concerns about some sections, the legislation provides an opportunity to develop model practice regarding what screening and assessment should look like.  She noted Dr. Anne Ganley indicated there are ways the court can do a quick assessment and can get better information from evaluators and Guardians ad litem.   

There is funding for a workgroup/task force and a list of tasks to perform. 

There may be a role for the Gender and Justice Commission if an update of the 1999 Diane Lye Parenting Act Study is requested. 

Sexual Assault Protection Orders
It was moved and seconded to co-sponsor training on sexual assault protection orders in 2008 with the Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs.  Motion carried. 

Gloria will meet with Catherine Carrol, Legal Director of WCSAP, to develop proposals for both Superior Court Judges’ Association and District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association spring conferences.

Success Inside and Out – NAWJ Model Program

Justice Madsen reported the NAWJ has piloted Success Inside and Out in Anchorage targeting women in prison who are 18 months from release.  Program materials will be available for review at the July meeting.

Sexual Harassment And Diversity Training

Justice Madsen reported sexual harassment and diversity training are being provided to all members of the Supreme Court and the Administrative Office of the Courts.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m.

