	
	 
Supreme Court
Gender and Justice Commission
Friday, September 14, 2007
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Kilroy Airport Center SeaTac-South Tower

18000 Pacific Highway South, Suite 1106

       SeaTac, WA 98188  (360) 704-4057


 
----DRAFT MINUTES---
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Justice Barbara Madsen, Judge Joan Dubuque, Ms. Lisa Hayes, Ms. Grace Huang, Justice Cynthia Jordan, Ms. Leslie Owen, Ms. Yvonne Pettus, Judge James Riehl, Mr. Bernard Ryan, Justice Jane Smith, Mr. Daniel Thieme, Judge Linda Tompkins.  Note:  Cancellation of Horizon/Alaska flights prohibited Judge Derr and Judge Matheson from attending the meeting
 
STAFF: Gloria Hemmen and Myra Downing
 
GUESTS:  Ms. Carla Lee and Ms. Joan Tierney
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Justice Madsen called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.
 
 
COMMISSION BUSINESS
The meeting began with Commission members viewing the video that would be used as an opening for the Firearms and Domestic Violence session for Annual Conference.
 
New Commission Member and Staff
Justice Madsen welcomed new member Judge Cynthia Jordan, Coeur d’Alene Tribal Court and new Commission Coordinator Myra Downing.
 
Approval of Minutes.   
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2007 meeting as corrected.  Motion carried.
 
Budget Report   
Since the last meeting, travel expenses for Judges Derr and Riehl to attend conferences and airfare for judicial conference faculty were paid.
 
Meeting Schedule
The Meeting Schedule was reviewed.  The January meeting will be held at the King County Regional Justice Center, Kent and the March meeting will be held in the Chief Justice’s Reception room, Temple of Justice, Olympia.
 
PROJECTS/PROGRAMS STATUS REPORTS 
 
STOP Grants to the Courts (FFY 05, 06, 07) and Internet Publication Issue
 
FFY05
All but $5,245 has been expended.  Those funds are allocated for judicial education scholarships for the Enhancing Judicial skills in DV workshops.  This grant will be closed out by the end of the year. 
 
FFY06
Quarterly reports for the eight local court projects are due at the end of September.  To date, invoices have come in from Asotin, Walla Walla, and Whatcom counties projects.  There have been two amendments to the grant.  The Office of Crime Victim’s Advocacy (OCVA) added $4,500 to our contract last month when we approached them about any extra funds for a new training on elder abuse.  In addition, line items in the grant were revised so $8,500 has been allocated for judicial scholarships; $3,763 is available for other judicial/court training; $2,000 has been reserved for JABS, Interpreter and Sexual Assault Protection Order trainings.  
 
FFY07
Requests for Proposals (RFP) for new projects to be funded from the FFY07 grant will be sent out the end of October with a due date in early January.  Justice Barbara Madsen, Judge Joan Dubuque, Ms. Grace Huang, Judge Cynthia Jordan, Ms. Leslie Owen, and Ms. Yvonne Pettus agreed to review the RFP’s.  

 
Disclosure of Protection Order Information through Internet Site Discussion
 

The Commission reviewed a memo and information sheet regarding the Violence Against Women Act prohibition against Internet publication of protection order information.  The memo was sent via e-mail  to the Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) and District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA) Boards on behalf of the Gender and Justice Commission.

 

The e-mail message read “The Commission is requesting support from the SCJA and DMCJA Boards for a Board for Judicial Administration sponsored review of GR 31 and its possible negative impact on victims of domestic violence.  The results of this review could lead to a request that the Supreme Court restrict public access to protection order information. 

 

Hard copy was provided for the Board for Judicial Administration and the judicial Board meetings scheduled during the annual conference next week.

 

Judge Derr also contacted the DMCJA Board and President Judge Stephen Shelton requested that the issue be placed on the Board for Judicial Administration’s (BJA) agenda for the September 16 meeting.

 

The Commission reviewed what information is available on the Washington Courts’ public website if the name of an individual is entered into the Search Case Records Section.  The court name, case number, file/violation date, and case type/cause code show up.  For superior court cases, additional information can be obtained including docket codes and docket descriptions.  No personal identification information (address, phone number, etc.) is listed. 

 

The concerns remain that information listed in the docket description could impact a domestic violence victim’s employment and housing. 

 

Consensus was the competing issues of protecting privacy of victims and maintaining open records is a Board for Judicial Administration level problem. 

 

Judge Jim Riehl offered to contact the American Bar Association (ABA) Commission on Domestic Violence for any national statistics/information in these issues.  

 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS/CONFERENCES 
 
American Bar Association Conference, August 8-12, San Francisco
Judge Riehl provided a review of the conference.  He pointed out that he presented in two different sessions:  “The Toxic Multiplier – adding domestic violence to the mix” and “Innovative Judicial and Legal Responses to Teen Dating Violence.”  He also reported the director of the ABA Commission on Domestic Violence spoke highly of the Washington State Domestic Violence Manual for Judges and reported carrying the manual to judicial training in Beijing, China.
 
National Association of Women Judges Southwest Regional Meeting August 24 - 26, San Diego
Judge Derr sent in a written report on NAWJ’s first-ever Southwestern Regional Conference held August 24-26th at the University of San Diego, and hosted by Districts 12 and 14.

 

Over 65 registrants attended the entire Conference which included two plenary sessions on judicial diversity, judicial independence and racial and gender bias; remarks on trends in campaign contributions in judicial elections; and a possible roadmap to statewide judicial diversity.

 

She was very impressed with the presentation on Racial and Gender Bias in Judicial Selection.  The presenters were Professors Cheryl Harris and Jerry Kang from the University of California, Los Angeles School of Law, and Professor Sylvia R. Lazos, from William S. Boyd School of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas.  They covered explicit beliefs v. implicit bias; the attorney ratings of judges, tension between judicial independence and judicial accountability; gender stereotypes, racial stereotypes, etc.  They were fascinating and had the audience's attention throughout the presentation.  It was unfortunately too short to cover all the nuances.  She suggested G&J may wish to investigate them as potential Fall Conference presentations.

 

The National Association of Women Judges newsletter reported there was a standing-room-only assembly of 340 luncheon guests for the Keynote Address delivered by Justice Sandra Day O’Connor that Saturday afternoon. 

 
JABS Training   
Laura Densmore trained 9 judges and 5 judicial assistants during one-on-one Judicial Access Browser (JABS) training at the Thurston County Superior Court on September 11-12.  
 
Due to staff changes, the training scheduled for King County has been reduced to one day in October.  New judicial education staff will be available for continued JABS training early next year.
 
DV and Ethics Workshops for Court Interpreters, September 15.  
Twenty-five interpreters are registered for the DV and Ethics workshop on Saturday, September 15.  This ends the trainings we were supporting.  If we are interested in providing financial support for the faculty, the Interpreter Commission is willing to continue the trainings.
 
At a previous meeting, Judge Derr had requested training in Spokane.  Gloria Hemmen pointed out that STOP Grant funds could be used if the training is scheduled before April 30, 2008.  A motion was made by Judge Dubuque, seconded by Justice Smith, and passed to allocate $1000 for additional trainings.  The Southwest region and Spokane were mentioned as possible sites.  Motion carried.
 
It was suggested future trainings be conducted in Spokane, Clark, Wenatchee, and Yakima.
 
Justice Madsen also proposed that the training be recorded so it can be used to help develop a standardized curriculum.  
 
Firearms and DV, 50th Washington Judicial Conference, Vancouver September 16-19.  
Judge Dubuque will moderate the session with presentations by Justice Madsen, Mr. Mark Hanna, Ms. Fanny Haslebacher, and Mr. Darren Mitchell.  Judge Sara Derr, Ms. Diane Harrison, and Ms. Grace Huang will be attending.  
 
Judicial Education Scholarships:  Enhancing Judicial Skills in DV Cases and Enhancing Judicial Skills in Elder Abuse Cases 
Nine of the 10 judicial officers who received scholarships to the Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases Workshops in September and December have been confirmed.  Judge Cooney from Spokane district court is on a waiting list for the December program. Judge Wickham is serving as faculty for the September training.
 
New grant funding was obtained to send three judicial officers to the new Enhancing Judicial Skills in Elder Abuse Cases; A Pilot Workshop, October 7-10 in Ft. Lauderdale.  Because of the short notice, Judge Wickham, as chair of the SCJA Probate and Guardian Committee and member of the Profession Guardian Board, was asked to recruit judges to attend. 
 
PROJECTS/PROGRAMS AND OTHER BUSINESS
 
NAWJ Annual Conference, November 7-10, Philadelphia.
Justice Madsen, Judge Jill Johanson, Cowlitz County Superior Court, and Myra Downing will be attending the NAWJ conference in Philadelphia.  Judge Johanson was awarded a scholarship.  Judge Johanson was one of eight judicial officers who were interested in attending the conference.  The other scholarship candidates were NAWJ members or Commission members: Judges Derr, DuBuque, Paja, Schultheis, Smith, Stephens, and Tompkins. 
 
Justice Madsen informed Commission members that the NAWJ Annual Conference will be in Portland in 2008 and would like the members to consider some economic support for the event.  She has suggested the NAWJ consider including an education session on the Hague Convention like the one we presented at the annual judicial conference in 2006.  She also suggested an active role be taken by the Commission in encouraging participation by Washington judicial officers.  
 
Sexual Orientation Issues for Court Management session at the Presiding Judges’ Conference, December 3
Myra Downing reported the Education Committee for the Presiding Judges’ conference in December approved a session on sexual orientation issues for the courts.  The Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) Q-Law Section is updating the Judges’ Benchguide on Sexual Orientation Issues which Seattle University Law School produced for the Commission sponsored at the annual judicial conference in 2004.
 
Ross Farr will be invited to the January Commission meeting to talk about the training and bench guide update.
 
Human Trafficking CLE with SU School of Law, January 18 or 25, 2008
Ms. Carla Lee, Washington Women Lawyers Continuing Legal Education (CLE) Chair, was present to discuss the work being done by Cynthia Jones and Seattle University Law School students in preparation for a Human Trafficking CLE.  Consensus was a planning committee should meet to discuss the anticipated audience and date for the training.  Myra Downing will arrange a conference call with Carla Lee, Edgar Mason from the US Attorney’s Office, Kathryn Egan with the Office of Crime Victims Advocacy (OCVA) Trafficking Unit, a representative from the Commission for Human Rights, along with Commission members Judge DuBuque, Ms. Costa, Ms. Huang, and Mr. Ryan, to discuss the topic and determine next steps.  The Commission has allocated $2,500 to support the training. 
 
Justice Madsen suggested we contact Diana Singleton, the new director of the Access to Justice Institute at Seattle University Law School to see if the ATJ would be interested in coordinating the CLE.
 
Sexual Assault Protection Order Training – Spring 2008
Myra Downing reported the proposal for training on Sexual Assault Protection Orders has been presented to the Education Committees of both the SCJA and DMCJA.  Both committees are meeting during the judicial conference next week.
 
Commission members Ms. Huang, Ms. Hayes, and Judge Riehl agreed to work on the sessions with faculty and staff. 
 
Color of Justice Programs: TBA, Seattle and Spokane
The Commission would like the program to occur in May 2008 if it does not conflict with any school events.  Justice Madsen, Justice Smith, and Professor Martin will work with Myra Downing on the development of this program in Seattle and Spokane.
 
Success Inside and Out – NAWJ Model Program
Alaska will be holding their second program for women in prison who are 18 months from release on October 27.  The Commission elected to send Justice Smith to preview the program and report back at the November meeting.  Justice Smith believed there would be tribal support for the program.  
 
Yvonne Pettus will review the planning manual prepared by Justice Dana Fabe, Alaska Supreme Court and contact the Washington State Department of Corrections to discuss their interest in a future program at the Washington Correctional Center for Women (WCCW).  
 
Grace Huang noted there are training resources for incarcerated domestic violence victims. 
 
Human Trafficking Task Force
Visioning session notes were given to Commission members for their review.  One of the challenges of the Model Law Subcommittee pointed out by Ms. Huang had to do with employment laws and personal injury victims.  
 
Sex Offender Management Board Workgroup
Gloria Hemmen reported she was contacted when the attendees at an informal workgroup regarding a Sex Offender Management Board realized they had no representatives from the courts.  Gloria was unable to attend the next scheduled meeting but Jeri Costa was present.
The Commission directed Myra Downing to attend on their behalf and keep them abreast of any developments or actions taken by the workgroup and to share information with Jeff Hall and the Board for Judicial Administration. 
 
Breast Cancer Legal Resource Guide
Joan Tierney, Washington Women Lawyers President spoke about the Breast Cancer Legal Resource Guide.  She began by thanking Mr. Bernie Ryan for reviewing the document and providing very useful feedback.  She noted after the ABA Commission on Women brought training to Washington State, a group of volunteers was mobilized to write the resource guide.  A CLE is scheduled in Spokane in September and work is being done in Oregon to write a resource guide.  She pointed out that there are lawyers available to do pro bono work related to women’s issues.  Insurance and employment discrimination are the primary legal issues.  She notes this is one the first manuals that address women who have insurance and those who do not.
 
Funding is being sought from the Susan Koman Foundation for a grant to produce two versions of the manual:  one for attorneys and another for breast cancer victims.  
 
The resource guide will be posted on the Washington State Bar Association website.  The Commission offered to print 200 copies of the manual to distribute to legal advocates.
 
Local Domestic Violence Summits
Judge Riehl reported on the 2007 Kitsap County DV Summit that is scheduled for October 5.  This year the high school playwright award winner will perform.
 
The WomenSpirit Coalition DV Summit is scheduled for October 18-19 at Little Creek Casino in Shelton.  Sessions for Native women and men are scheduled. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS
 
Title 26 Guardian Ad-Litem (GAL) Training
The Commission provided funding for the GAL training manual and a DVD of Dr. Anne Ganley’s presentation.  It was noted the video presentation will ensure uniformity of the domestic violence assessment section of the GAL training.  
 
This was Gloria Hemmen’s last meeting.  She retires on Friday, September 28, 2007.  Commission members formally recognized Gloria’s contributions that have greatly enhanced the success of the Gender and Justice Commission.  
 
Adjournment 
 
 

