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Public defense in WA is a patchwork 
that generally  falls into 4 broad 
structure categories.
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County Public 
Defense Agencies: 
15

Non-Profit Public 
Defense Agencies: 
4

Public Defense 
Contract Managers 
(Defense Attorneys 
Manage Services):3

Contract Public 
Defense (Other 
County Employees 
Oversee Services): 17

State OPD 
• provides pass-through funding to counties and cities for public defense 

improvement; 
• administers defense attorney contracts for criminal appeals, representation for 

parents in dependency/terminations, and RCW 71.09 proceedings; and
• is home to the Disproportionality Advocacy, Blake, and Youth Access to Counsel 

programs. 
Not counting Blake funds, State OPD provides a small fraction of county public-
defense funding. 3



In re PRP of 
Andress, 

147 Wn.2d 602 
(2002)

Miller v. Alabama, 
567 U.S. 460 (2012)

State v. Houston-
Sconiers, 

188 Wn.2d 1 (2017)

Recent case law and legislative acts have created new 
avenues for resentencing. 

SB 6164
Filed: March 27, 2020

Effective: June 11, 
2020

In re PRP of Domingo-
Cornelio, 196 Wn.2d 
255 (2020); In re PRP 
of Ali, 196 Wn.2d 220 

(2020)

State v. Blake, 
197 Wn.2d 170 

(Feb. 2021)

In re PRP of 
Monschke, 

197 Wn.2d 305 
(March 2021)

ESB 5164
Filed: April 26, 2021

Effective: July 21, 
2021

SSB 5361
Filed/Effective: May 

12, 2021
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262,767
conviction records related to RCW 69.50.4013(1) and precursor statutes

Source: Washington State Patrol 2021-23 First Supplemental Budget Session Decision Package, p.2
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State OPD Funding for Blake Defense by County

* Whatcom County Public 
Defender handles 
resentencing; State OPD 
has contractors in place 
for vacates. 7



First Priority: Serving Incarcerated Clients
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Source: Dept. of Corrections, SP4393 69.50.4013 Refresh 5.31.2021  

Non-Violent
86%

Violent
9%

Serious Violent
5%

Source: Washington State Office of Public Defense; 
source data: Dept. of Corrections, Blake 69.50.4013 Refresh Oct. 31, 2022  

Blake Prison Population Active Sentences



County Information for Blake 
Cases (wa.gov)
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https://www.opd.wa.gov/index.php/program/trial-defense/12-pd/267


Governor’s Commutations
Eligibility
• People on community custody
• Sentenced only for PCS
• Qualifying individuals must petition; OPD 

coordinates petition process with DOC 
and Governor’s Office.

Impact
• Relieves petitioners from supervision
• Cancels Secretary Warrants
• Instructs DOC to cease collecting LFOs
• No impact on court orders, individuals 

still need to seek vacation order(s) and 
LFO refund order(s)

Signed 
Commutation 
Orders, 654

Eligible 
Persons, 978

Population Eligible for Commutation 
from Governor

Source: Dept. of Corrections, Blake 69.50.4013 Refresh August 31, 2022
and Washington State Office of Public Defense Commutations Sept. 21, 2022
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Washington 
Defender 

Association

Clerks 
Association

Legislature Governor’s 
Office

Superior Court 
Judges Association

Dept of 
Corrections

WA Association of 
Prosecuting Attorneys

WA State Association 
of Counties

State OPD

Administrative Office 
of the Courts

WA State Patrol

Civil Legal AidImpacted 
People

County 
Defenders

Association of 
Washington 

Cities
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