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  WHAT’S AVAILABLE ONLINE                                                                                                     
 

Statutes: Revised Code of Washington (RCW), 1973-present: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/Rcw/  

Session Laws: Laws of Washington, 1854-present (consistently available for 1891-present): 
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/pages/session_laws.aspx   (Tip - click the year to see a list of documents by 
chapter number.) 

Bill text, summaries & reports, 1991-present: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/  

Floor and Committee Recordings: TVW.org, 1997-present: https://tvw.org/video-search/  

Search for additional documents, some dating back to 1985: http://search.leg.wa.gov/search.aspx#document  

Floor Journals, House (1891-present) and Senate (1941-present): http://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Pages/Floor-
Journals.aspx  

Final Legislative Report, 1975-2016: http://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Pages/Final-Legislative-Reports.aspx  

Legislative Digest and History of Bills, 2005-2018: http://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Pages/Digests-and-History-of-Bills.aspx   

Regulations: Washington Administrative Code (WAC), 1977-present: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/  

Proposed Regulations: Washington State Register, 1978-present: 
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/pages/washington_state_register.aspx 
 

  WHERE DO I START?                                                                                                                        
 

Legislative history is based on a bill number. To find a bill number, look for links to Session Laws at the 
bottom of the RCW section. The bill number is at the top of the Session Law. See instructions below for 
accessing bill information.                

 RCW History > Session Law Number > Bill Number > Bill and Supporting Documents 
 

  HOW DO I FIND THE INFORMATION I NEED? – Three Places to Start                                           
 

The reference librarians at the Washington State Law Library have created these instructions for 
accessing free online legislative history documents. Read below to learn about three ways to access 
information through the Washington State Legislature’s website and then see examples of real searches 
performed on the site. 

1. From the Legislature’s home page at http://leg.wa.gov/ the menu in the sidebar on the left side of the 
page point to Laws & Agency Rules and Bill Information: 
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The Laws & Agency Rules page includes links to RCW, RCW Dispositions, State Constitution, WAC, Washington 
State Register, and more: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Search the Bill Information page by bill number to find reports, cross references and links to audio/video on 
TVW.org, for bills from 1991 to present: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. The Office of the Code Reviser’s page, http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/Pages/default.aspx, provides 
direct access to RCW, Session Laws, WAC, Washington State Register, and more, including the Governor’s 
Bill Action and Executive Orders as well as the Popular Name Table. 
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3. The advanced search functions at 
http://search.leg.wa.gov/ will return some 
documents as far back as 1985.  

 

 

 

 

First, choose to search the Legislative 
Resources. 

 

 

Then, select the time frame and the types of 
documents to return. 

 

 

 

Another option at the very bottom of the 
page, is to search the House and Senate Floor 
Journals. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SEE SAMPLE SEARCHES  
ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES  
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  EXAMPLE #1                     
 

For our first example, we will find the bill information for the 2011 amendment to RCW 28A.210.090.  
 

Step 1: Begin by finding the RCW online and reviewing the history notes which link to the Session Laws. To get to 
this section, go to the RCW page at http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/ and scroll down to click into Title 28A, Common 
School Provisions. Select  Chapter 28A.210, Health-Screening and Requirements, and then Section 28A.210.090, 
Immunization Program-Exemptions. The history notes are at the end of the section. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2: Review the Session Law for the year of interest. We are looking for language enacted in 2011. 
Access the Session Law by clicking on link to 2011 c 299 § 1. 
 
Then, find the bill number. Notice the bill number at the top of the page. The bill number of interest is 
ESB 5005 (2011): 

 
 

Step 3: Search for the bill information page to locate 
any supporting documents, links to video on TVW.org, 
etc.  
 
Select 2011-2012 on the Bill Information page at 
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/ and search for bill 
number 5005. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/library/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/


 

WASHINGTON LEGISLATIVE HISTORY on the LEGISLATIVE SITE - Washington State Law Library      
 

(360) 357-2136 library.requests@courts.wa.gov March 31, 2023  

The page for the bill will include a 
timeline of events. There are links to 
additional documents throughout the 
timeline. Keep scrolling down below 
the timeline to find links to documents 
and videos, if available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scroll down to the bottom of the 
page, where you’ll see a list of 
available documents, a list of 
amendments, and links to available 
audio/video. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NOTICE: TVW includes committee recordings from 1997 to present, but most of these are not 
linked on the bill page. If there are no videos listed, search for committee recordings at 
http://tvw.org/video-search/.  
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  EXAMPLE #2                   
 

What if the bill I’m interested in is before 1991, and there’s no bill information page online? You can do part of 
your research online before hitting the books! For this example, we’ll use the same RCW, RCW 28A.210.090, 
but now we’re interested in the amendments made in 1990, just before online bill information pages are 
available. 

 
Step 1: This will be just like we did in Example #1! Begin by finding the RCW online and reviewing the history 
notes which link to the Session Laws. To get to this section, go to the RCW page at 
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/ and scroll down to 
click into Title 28A, Common School 
Provisions. Select  Chapter 28A.210, Health-
Screening and Requirements, and then 
Section 28A.210.090, Immunization 
Program-Exemptions. The history notes are at 
the end of the section.  

 
 

Step 2: Review the Session Law for the year 
of interest. Remember, this time we’re interested in the amendment from 1990, not 2011. Access the 
Session Law by clicking on the link to 1990 c 33 s 193.   
 
Then, find the bill number. Notice the bill number at the top 
of the page. The bill number of interest is HB 2276 from 
1990. 

 

Step 3: Now that you have the bill number you can search by bill 
number and session date at http://search.leg.wa.gov/, and then 
look at various sources of information in hard copy, including the 
bill books, journals, Final Legislative Report, and Legislative 
Digest & History of bills. 
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