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I WANT TO BE REMEMBERED AS SOMEONE WHO 
USED HERSELF AND ANYTHING SHE COULD 
TOUCH FOR JUSTICE AND FREEDOM. I WANT TO 

BE REMEMBERED AS ONE WHO TRIED
–DOROTHY HEIGHTS

Washington State Court of Appeals, Division one

First African American/Black woman to serve as a judge 
and chief judge on the Washington Appellate Courts. 

DIVERSITY IN THE JUDICIARY P 2

JUDGE LORI  
K. SMITH 

THIS DIRECTORY IS DEDICATED TO: 



WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE 
COMMISSION (WSMJC) MISSION STATEMENT 

WSMJC was created by an order of the 
Washington State Supreme Court to determine 
whether racial and ethnic bias exists in the courts 
of the State of Washington. To the extent that it 
exists, WSMJC is charged with taking creative 
steps to overcome it. To the extent that such bias 
does not exist, WSMJC is charged with taking 
creative steps to prevent it. 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Outreach Committee is to 
facilitate communication between the Washington 
State Minority and Justice Commission, the public, 
and the legal and court communities of Washington 
State, including to promote equal employment in 
judicial and non-judicial leadership positions for 
racial, ethnic, and cultural minorities, and to study 
and improve the conditions under which minorities 
or persons of color interact with and participate in 
the justice system. 
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WSMJC would like to thank the co-chairs of the 
Outreach Commission Committee, Bonnie J. Glenn, 
Esq. and Lisa Castilleja, Esq. for their leadership 
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R. Chess and Karen Murray serving as co-chairs 
on this project, Franklin G. Thomas, WSMJC 
Senior Court Program Analyst; Avery Miller, 
WSGJC Project Coordinator, and the members 
of the Outreach Committee for their support, 
guidance, and review oft this program.  Committee 
members includes Honorable Anthony Gipe, Kent 
Municipal Court, Chad Enright, Esq., Kitsap County 
Prosecutor’s Office; Honorable Faye R. Chess, 
Seattle Municipal Court; Karen Murray, Esq.; Mark 
Chinen, Esq., Seattle University School of Law; 
Trish Kinlow, Tukwila Municipal Court, and Justice 
Raquel Montoya-Lewis, Washington State Supreme 
Court.
 

The cover artwork D I V E R S I T Y was painted by 
Judge Anthony Gipe. 

For more information, please contact: 
Washington State Minority and Justice Commission 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
Post Office Box 41170 
Olympia, WA 98504-1170 
(360) 704-5536 
AOCMIN/JUS@courts.wa.gov 
www.courts.wa.gov/minorityjustice 
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On behalf of the Minority and Justice Commission, we are pleased to share 
this updated directory of judicial officers that reflects the diversity of our 
judiciary in the State of Washington.  It is an excellent resource for locating 
speakers, networking, and mentoring.  

The Minority and Justice Commission, established by the Supreme Court 
of the State of Washington in 1990, was originally charged with the task of 
fostering and supporting a fair and bias-free system of justice.  While we 
have not fully realized a perfect system of justice, we believe our work has 
helped move us in the right direction.  Building a judiciary that reflects the 
richness of our state in all of its diversity is a significant step toward this 
goal.

Each judicial officer has opted to be included in this directory.  By “opting in” 
they have agreed to serve as a resource to you, the community which we 
serve. They have agreed to serve as mentors, speakers and are available to 
share information on how to become judicial officers and the work we are 
called to do.
We thank the following for their tremendous work in compiling the directory: 

Judge Faye R. Chess
Karen Murray
Frank Thomas
Avery Miller
Jawan Harris
Kate O’Connor

Sincerely,

DEAR FRIENDS, 

Justice Mary I. Yu
Washington State Supreme Court
Co-Chair, Minority and Justice 
Commission

Judge Veronica Galvan
King County Superior Court
Co-Chair, Minority and Justice 
Commission
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DISTRICT COURT JUDGE KARL WILLIAMS 
PIERCE COUNTY

“One experience I’ll never forget is when a young black man 
came before me on a criminal case, shoulders slumped eyes 
down. When he finally looked up his demeanor changed in 
a way that said to me, he had hope that he might get fair 

treatment. That there was someone in the system that looked 
like him and that matter to him.” 
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JUDGE SALVADOR MENDOZA, JR.
 
United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit
salvador_mendoza@ca9.uscourts.gov
509-943-8160
Race/Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino
Languages spoken: Spanish
Pronouns: He/him

CHIEF JUDGE DAVID G. ESTUDILLO

United States District Court, Western District of Washington
david_estudillo@wawd.uscourts.gov
253-882-3840
Race/Ethnicity: Latino
Languages spoken: Spanish

JUDGE JOHN H. CHUN
 
United States District Court, Western District of Washington
john.chun@courts.wa.gov
206-464-7655
Race/Ethnicity: Asian/Korean
Languages spoken: Korean/French
Pronouns: He/Him

JUDGE RICHARD JONES
 
United States District Court, Western District of Washington
206-370-8870
Race/Ethnicity: Black/African American
Pronouns: He/Him

FEDERAL COURTS
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JUDGE LAUREN KING
 
United States District Court, Western District of Washington
kingorders@wawd.uscourts.gov
206-370-8400
Race/Ethnicity: Native American - Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Pronouns: She/Her

JUDGE TANA LIN

United States District Court, Western District of Washington
tana_lin@wawd.uscourts.gov
206-370-8750
Race/Ethnicity: Asian/Chinese
Languages spoken: Conversational Mandarin and Spanish
Pronouns: She/Her

JUDGE RICARDO MARTINEZ
 
United States District Court, Western District of Washington
Ricardo_Martinez@wawd.uscourts.gov
206-380-8880
Race/Ethnicity: Latinx
Languages spoken: Spanish

JUDGE JAMAL N. WHITEHEAD

United States District Court, Western District of Washington
whiteheadchambers@wawd.uscourts.gov
206-370-8700
Race/Ethnicity: Black/African American
Languages spoken: He/Him

 

FEDERAL COURTS
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MAGISTRATE JUDGE BRIAN TSUCHIDA
 
United States District Court, Western District of Washington
206-370-8930
Race/Ethnicity: Asian

CHIEF JUDGE CHRISTOPHER M. ALSTON

U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Western District of Washington
chris_alston@wawb.uscourts.gov
206-370-5330
Race/Ethnicity: African-American

FEDERAL COURTS
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FORMER JUDGE CADINE FERGUSON-BROWN
SUPERIOR COURT

“As the only Black/African-American/African-Caribbean, 
female judge in Mason County, I often hear comments such 

as, “ Phew, I will get a fair chance now,” or “ You give me 
hope for our legal system,” or “Even though I didn’t win, you 

are the only one who actually listened.”
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ASSOCIATE JUDGE SOPHIE C. NOMEE

Colville Tribal Court
sophie.nomee@colvilletribes.com
Race/Ethnicity: Native American

JUSTICE LISA JILL DICKINSON
 
Northwest Intertribal Court System
lisa@dickinsonlawfirm.com
509-326-0636
Race/Ethnicity: Japanese-American

JUDGE JERRY R. FORD
 
Northwest Intertribal Court System
Bigsky2017@hotmail.com
253-279-7657
Race/Ethnicity: Native American

TRIBAL COURTS

DIVERSITY IN THE JUDICIARY P 11

NORTHWEST INTERTRIBAL COURT SYSTEM

COLVILLE TRIBAL COURT



JUDGE MIGUEL MARIA DURAN
SNOHOMISH COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

“Being a Spanish speaker and an ESL American on the bench 
gives me a unique experience when dealing with ESL parties 

and witnesses as well as with interpretation issues. 

It means a great deal, I think, to parties to have a judge who 
perhaps speaks their language and is aware of the difficulties 

non-native speakers face when dealing with an already 
daunting legal system and can comfortably let them know 

that they will be heard..” 
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CHIEF JUSTICE STEVEN C. GONZÁLEZ
 
Washington State Supreme Court
Supreme@courts.wa.gov
Race/Ethnicity: Latinx

JUSTICE RAQUEL MONTOYA-LEWIS
 
Washington State Supreme Court
Raquel.Montoya-Lewis@courts.wa.gov
360-306-1220
Race/Ethnicity: Native American
Pronouns: She/Her

JUSTICE HELEN WHITENER
 
Washington State Supreme Court
rebecca.henshaw@courts.wa.gov
360-357-2026
Race/Ethnicity: Black

JUSTICE MARY I. YU
 
Washington State Supreme Court
Mary.Yu@courts.wa.gov
360-357-2034
Race/Ethnicity: Mixed race; Mexican and Chinese
Languages spoken: Spanish

WASHINGTON STATE 
SUPREME COURT
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JUDGE MENG LI CHE
 
Washington State Court of Appeals, Division Two
j_m.che@courts.wa.gov
360-753-6823
Race/Ethnicity: Asian

JUDGE LINDA W.Y. COBURN
 
Washington State Court of Appeals, Division One
linda.coburn@courts.wa.gov
206-464-7423
Race/Ethnicity: Chinese
Languages spoken: Mandarin (survival level only)

JUDGE J. MICHAEL DIAZ
 
Washington State Court of Appeals, Division One
michael.diaz@courts.wa.gov
206-291-0079
Race/Ethnicity: Latino
Languages spoken: Spanish

WASHINGTON STATE
COURT OF APPEALS

DIVERSITY IN THE JUDICIARY P 14

CHIEF JUDGE LORI K. SMITH
 
Washington State Court of Appeals, Division One
Lori.smith@courts.wa.gov
206-464-6047
Race/Ethnicity: African American/Black



COMMISSIONER MASAKO KANAZAWA
 
Washington State Court of Appeals, Division One
masako.kanazawa@courts.wa.gov
206-464-7763
Race/Ethnicity: Japanese, Asian
Language(s) spoken: Japanese
Pronouns: She/Her

JUDGE LINDA C.J. LEE
 
Washington State Court of Appeals, Division Two
J_L.Lee@courts.wa.gov
253-593-5447
Race/Ethnicity: Chinese
Languages Spoken: Cantonese

WASHINGTON STATE
COURT OF APPEALS
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JUDGE BERNARD F. VELJACIC
 
Washington State Court of Appeals, Division Two
J_B.Veljacic@courts.wa.gov
253-593-2970
Race/Ethnicity: Mexican, Croatian

JUDGE CECILY C. HAZELRIGG
 
Washington State Court of Appeals, Division One
Cecily.Hazelrigg@courts.wa.gov
206-464-7656
Race/Ethnicity: Chicana, White
Pronouns: She/Her/Ella



 JUDGE LINDA W.Y. COBURN
WASHINGTON STATE COURT OF APPEALS

“...my experience sharing stories from and about those whose 
voices are not always heard helped me see the world from 

different perspectives and better understandand appreciate 
people from all walks of life.” 
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JUDGE NORMA RODRIGUEZ
 
Benton Franklin Superior Court
norma@rihr-law.com
509-531-6860
Race/Ethnicity: Latina/ Hispanic
Language(s) spoken: Spanish
Pronouns: She/Her

BENTON FRANKLIN COUNTY
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WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

CHELAN COUNTY

JUDGE ROBERT E. JOURDAN
 
Chelan County Superior Court
robert.jourdan@co.chelan.wa.us
509-667-6210
Race/Ethnicity: African-American & Caucasian



JUDGE CAMARA L.J. BANFIELD
 
Clark County Superior Court
camara.banfield@clark.wa.gov
564-397-4221
Race/Ethnicity: Black

CLARK COUNTY

JUDGE GREGORY M. GONZALES
 
Clark County Superior Court
gregory.gonzales@clark.wa.gov
564-397-2354
Race/Ethnicity: Mexican American
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WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE TSERING CORNELL
 
Clark County Superior Court
Tsering.cornell@clark.wa.gov
Race/Ethnicity: Tibetan
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KING COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

CHIEF JUDGE KETU SHAH
 
King County Superior Court
ketu.shah@kingcounty.gov
206-447-1635
Race/Ethnicity: Asian Indian
Language(s) spoken: Gujarati

JUDGE SUSAN H. AMINI
 
King County Superior Court
susan.amini@kingcounty.gov
206-477-2548
Race/Ethnicity: Middle Eastern; Persian, Iranian
Language(s) spoken: Farsi (Persian), French
Pronouns: She/Her

JUDGE SAMUEL CHUNG
 
King County Superior Court
samuel.chung@kingcounty.gov
206-477-1417
Race/Ethnicity: Asian Pacific Islander
Language(s) spoken: Korean

JUDGE WILLIAM DIXON

King County Superior Court
william.dixon@kingcounty.gov
Race/Ethnicity: African American



JUDGE MARSHALL FERGUSON
 
King County Superior Court
Marshall.Ferguson@kingcounty.gov
206-477-1513
Race/Ethnicity: Black
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KING COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE VERONICA GALVAN
 
King County Superior Court
veronica.galvan@kingcounty.gov
206-477-1453
Race/Ethnicity: Latina
Languages spoken: Spanish
Pronouns: She/Her/Ella

JUDGE NELSON K. H. LEE
 
King County Superior Court
nelson.lee@kingcounty.gov
206-477-1441
Race/Ethnicity: Asian - Chinese/Japanese
Language(s) spoken: Mandarin, Japanese, and French

JUDGE LEROY MCCULLOUGH

King County Superior Court
leroy.mccullough@kingcounty.gov
206-477-1519
Race/Ethnicity: African American
Pronouns: He/Him
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KING COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE MAUREEN MCKEE
 
King County Superior Court
mckee.court@kingcounty.gov
206-795-0245
Race/Ethnicity: Biracial (Korean/White)
Pronouns: She/Her

JUDGE NICOLE GAINES PHELPS
 
King County Superior Court
nicole.phelps@kingcounty.gov
206-477-1414
Race/Ethnicity: African-American

JUDGE PATRICK OISHI
 
King County Superior Court
Oishi.Court@Kingcounty.gov
206-477-1471
Race/Ethnicity: Japanese

JUDGE JASON POYDRAS

King County Superior Court
jason.poydras@kingcounty.gov 
425-686-9651
Race/Ethnicity: Black/African American
Pronouns: He/Him
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KING COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE E. RANIA RAMPERSAD
 
King County Superior Court
rania.rampersad@kingcounty.gov
206-477-2040
Race/Ethnicity: 1/2 South Asian, 1/2 White
Pronouns: She/Her

JUDGE TANYA L. THORP
 
King County Superior Court
tanya.thorp@kingcounty.gov
206-477-1489
Race/Ethnicity: Biracial - half Barbadian/half Caucasian 
Pronouns: She/Her

JUDGE HAYDEE VARGAS

King County Superior Court
HVargas@kingcounty.gov
Race/Ethnicity: Latina

JUDGE JOSEPHINE WIGGS
 
King County Superior Court
josephine.wiggs@kingcounty.gov
206-477-4933
Race/Ethnicity: African American



JUDGE FAYE R CHESS
SEATTLE MUNICIPAL COURT

“Recently I met with a group of middle schoolers. One of the 
attendees asked me what I think people think of me when 
they come into my courtroom. I said some people are joyful 
to see a black woman sitting on the bench with a robe on 

because of the discrimination black people have suffered in 
the United States and others may believe I’m not qualified to 

be in the seat”
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COMMISSIONER JONATHON LACK
 
King County Superior Court
jlack@kingcounty.gov
206-477-0767
Race/Ethnicity: Japanese/Swedish
Pronouns: He/Him
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KING COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

COMMISSIONER MONICA CARY
 
King County Superior Court
mocary@kingcounty.gov
Race/Ethnicity: Asian

JUDGE KARAMA H. HAWKINS CALLOWAY

King County District Court
kahawkins@kingcounty.gov
206-477-5845
Race/Ethnicity: Black/African American 
Pronouns: she/her/hers

JUDGE KULJINDER DHILLON
 
King County District Court
kdhillon@kingcounty.gov
206-447-7113
Race/Ethnicity: South Asian
Language(s) spoken: Punjabi
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KING COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE FA’AMOMOI MASANIAI, JR.

King County District Court
fmasaniai@kingcounty.gov
206-263-1571
Race/Ethnicity: Samoan/White
Languages spoken: Samoan 

JUDGE RAUL MARTINEZ

King County District Court
raumartinez@kingcounty.gov
Race/Ethnicity: Latino
Pronouns: He/Him

JUDGE ANDREA S. JARMON
 
King County District Court
andrea.jarmon@biia.wa.gov
253-457-3117
Race/Ethnicity: African American, Black

JUDGE MARCUS NAYLOR

King County District Court
manylor@kingcounty.gov
206-477-9124
Race/Ethnicity: Asian
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KING COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE LEAH MARIE TAGUBA
 
King County District Court
ltaguba@kingcounty.gov
253-457-3117
Race/Ethnicity: African American, Black

PRESIDING JUDGE JENNIFER JOHNSON GRANT
 
Lake Forest Park Municipal Court
jgrant@cityofLFP.gov
206-364-7711
Race/Ethnicity: Hispanic

JUDGE ANTHONY GIPE

Kent Municipal Court
agipe@kentwa.gov
253-856-5734
Race/Ethnicity: Indigenous/Tribal Member
Languages: Russian



JUDGE CAMARA L.J. BANFIELD
CLARK COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

“I have watched litigants actually display relief when they 
come into my courtroom and see my appearance on the 

bench. They will comment on the fact that they didn’t even 
know there was a black judge in our community. I am the first 

black judge in our county courts. Representation matters.” 
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WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

PRESIDING JUDGE FAYE R CHESS
 
Seattle Municipal Court
faye.chess@seattle.gov
206-684-8709
Race/Ethnicity: African American/Black

JUDGE ANDREA CHIN

Seattle Municipal Court
Andrea.ChinSMC@seattle.gov
206-684-8709
Race/Ethnicity: Asian/Chinese American

KING COUNTY

JUDGE ANITA CRAWFORD-WILLIS

Seattle Municipal Court
anita.crawford-willis@seattle.gov
206-684-8709
Race/Ethnicity: Black

JUDGE WILLIE GREGORY

Seattle Municipal Court
willie.gregory@seattle.gov
206-684-8709
Race/Ethnicity: African American 
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WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

KING COUNTY

MAGISTRATE JUDGE ROBERT E. CHUNG

Seattle Municipal Court
robert.chung@seattle.gov
206-684-5600
Race/Ethnicity: Chinese
 

MAGISTRATE JUDGE JEROME Y. ROACHE

Seattle Municipal Court
Jerome.Roache@seattle.gov
206-684-5610
Race/Ethnicity: Black and Japanese

RETIRED JUDGE JUDITH HIGHTOWER
 
Seattle Municipal Court
Montysgirl1@gmail.com
206-683-8614
Race/Ethnicity: Black
Language(s) spoken: English, rudimentary Spanish
Pronouns: she, her

PRESIDING JUDGE KIMBERLY WALDEN
 
Tukwila Municipal Court
kimberly.walden@tukwilawa.gov
206-433-1840
Race/Ethnicity: Filipino American
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WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

PRESIDING JUDGE TRACY FLOOD

Bremerton Municipal Court
tracy.flood@ci.bremerton.wa.us
360-473-5260
Race/Ethnicity: Black
Pronouns: She/Her

KITSAP COUNTY
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WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE SABRINA AHRENS
 
Pierce County Superior Court        
Sahren1@piercecountywa.gov
253-798-3646
Race/Ethnicity: African American

JUDGE JOSEPH EVANS
 
Pierce County Superior Court
jevans1@piercecountywa.gov
253-798-6630
Race/Ethnicity: Black American
Language(s) spoken: Sign Language

JUDGE CLARENCE HENDERSON, JR.
 
Pierce County Superior Court
chender@piercecountywa.gov
253-798-7625
Race/Ethnicity: Black/African American

 

PIERCE COUNTY

JUDGE ANDRÉ M. PEÑALVER

Pierce County Superior Court
apenalv@piercecountywa.gov
253-228-8344
Race/Ethnicity: Latino
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WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

PIERCE COUNTY

COMMISSIONER DORIS WALKINS
 
Pierce County Superior Court
ltaguba@kingcounty.gov
Race/Ethnicity: Black

JUDGE KARL WILLIAMS
 
Pierce County District Court
karl.williams@piercecountywa.gov
253-798-3312
Race/Ethnicity: Black/African American

JUDGE DWAYNE L. CHRISTOPHER
 
Pierce County District Court
dwayne.christopher@piercecountywa.gov
253-798-7487
Race/Ethnicity: Black

JUDGE LISA MANSFIELD

Lakewood Municipal Court
lmansfield@cityoflakewood.us
206-229-0676
Race/Ethnicity: African American
Pronouns: She/Her



JUDGE FA’AMOMOI MASANIAI, JR
KING COUNTY

“Each case is a unique experience. We don’t know where the 
participants are in their lives. We only see the information 

before us. Granting mercy and a chance of redemption is the 
first step. Seeing them overcome the obstacles and rise to 
learn from their mistakes is the next. It’s my hope that the 
opportunity to redeem themselves keeps them out of the 

criminal justice system. One mistake shouldn’t define them, 
but it should also be a reminder to be vigilant in the pursuit 

of Justice”
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SNOHOMISH COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE WILLIAM C. STEFFENER

Snohomish County Superior Court
william.steffener@co.snohomish.wa.us
Race/Ethnicity: Alaskan Native, Japanese American, & Caucasian

JUDGE EDIRIN OKOLOKO
 
Snohomish County Superior Court
edirin.okoloko@co.snohomish.wa.us
425-388-3954
Race/Ethnicity: Black/Nigerian American
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COMMISSIONER SOLOMAN KIM
 
Snohomish County Superior Court
soloman.kim@co.snohomish.wa.us
Race/Ethnicity: Asian (Korean) American

JUDGE MIGUEL MARIA DURAN
 
Snohomish County Superior Court
miguel.duran@snoco.org
Race/Ethnicity: Hispanic-American



 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE WHITNEY RIVERA
 
Edmonds Municipal Court
whitney.rivera@edmondswa.gov
(857) 540-9733
Race/Ethnicity: Chamorro/White
Pronouns: She/her/hers
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SPOKANE COUNTY

JUDGE CHARNELLE BJELKENGREN
 
Spokane County Superior Court
cbjelkengren@spokanecounty.org
509-477-5713
Race/Ethnicity: Brazilian / mixed
Languages spoken: Portuguese, English
Pronouns: she/her

JUDGE JACQUELYN HIGH-EDWARD
 
Spokane County Superior Court
jhighedward@spokanecounty.org
509-477-6364
Race/Ethnicity: Japanese, Caucasian
Pronouns: she/her

JUDGE TAM T. BUI

Snohomish County District Court
tam.bui@snoco.org
425-388-3598
Race/Ethnicity: Vietnamese 
Language(s) Spoken: Vietnamese



 
SPOKANE COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE AIMEE MAURER

Spokane County District Court
amaurer@spokanecounty.org
509-477-2901
Race/Ethnicity: Asian

JUDGE GLORIA OCHOA-BRUCK
 
Spokane Municipal Court
gochoabruck@spokanecity.org
506-622-5867
Race/Ethnicity: Latina
Language(s) Spanish
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THURSTON COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE SHARONDA D. AMAMILO

Thurston County Superior Court
sharonda.d.amamilo@co.thurston.wa.us
360-754-4108
Race/Ethnicity: African American

JUDGE INDU THOMAS
 
Thurston County Superior Court
indu.thomas@co.thurston.wa.us
360-596-5152
Race/Ethnicity: South Asian/Indian
Language(s) spoken: Malayalam

DIVERSITY IN THE JUDICIARY P 37

JUDGE PAM NOGUEIRA
 
Olympia Municipal Court 
pnogueir@ci.olympia.wa.us
Race/Ethnicity:  Brazilian / mixed
Languages spoken: Portuguese
Pronouns: she/her

WHATCOM COUNTY

COMMISSIONER LEON F. HENLEY, JR.

Whatcom County Superior Court
lfhenley@co.whatcom.wa.us
360-961-7888
Race/Ethnicity: Black (African-American)



 
YAKIMA COUNTY

WASHINGTON SUPERIOR, JUVENILE, 
DISTRICT & MUNICIPAL COURTS

JUDGE SONIA RODRIGUEZ -TRUE

Yakima County Superior Court
sonia.rodriguez-true@co.yakima.wa.us
509-574-1854
Race/Ethnicity: Latina
Pronouns: She
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 JUDGE LEAH MARIE TAGUBA
KING COUNTY DISTRICT COURT

“...most importantly, I learned how to deal with the court, 
the attorneys and the people involved and know how the 

systems in place can affect all of them. It has given me the 
perspective to conduct myself on the bench with empathy 

and through the lens of equity and inclusion..” 
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WASHINGTON STATE OFFICE OF
 ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (OAH)
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CHIEF JUDGE LORRAINE LEE
 
Office of Administrative Hearings
Lorraine.Lee@oah.wa.gov
360-968-9023
Race/Ethnicity: Chinese-American
Language(s) spoken: Chinese

JUDGE ANNETTE COOK

Office of Administrative Hearings
Annette.cooklaw@comcast.net
206-778-8813
Race/Ethnicity: Multi-racial

JUDGE NATALIE GHAYOUMI

Office of Administrative Hearings
Natalie.Ghayoumi@oah.wa.gov
Race/Ethnicity: Middle-Eastern (Iranian-American)

 

JUDGE LA VONNA A. JONES
 
Office of Administrative Hearings
justus_3_2002@yahoo.com
1-800-583-8271
Race/Ethnicity: Black/African American



 

WASHINGTON STATE OFFICE OF
 ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (OAH)
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JUDGE JANET KIM

Office of Administrative Hearings
janet.kim@oah.wa.gov
Race/Ethnicity: Korean American
Language(s) spoken: Korean

JUDGE CAROLYN PINKETT
 
Office of Administrative Hearings
carolyn.pinkett@oah.wa.gov
206-549-5708
Race/Ethnicity: African American

JUDGE PADMA VEERU-COLLINGS

Office of Administrative Hearings
padma.veeru-collings@oah.wa.gov
360-968-3512
Race/Ethnicity: South East Asian (Malaysian-born)
Language(s) spoken: Bahasa Malaysia, Bahasa Indonesia and Tamil

 



 

WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF 
INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE APPEALS (BIIA)
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JUDGE JANENE SOHNG

Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals
janene.sohng@biia.wa.gov
206-464-6550
Race/Ethnicity: Korean



 

WASHINGTON STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND LAND USE HEARINGS OFFICE (ELUHO)
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MICHELLE GONZÁLEZ
 
Board Member 
State Government, Administrative Appeals
michelle.gonzalez@eluho.wa.gov
360-706-3058
Race/Ethnicity: Latina
Languages spoken: Spanish
Pronouns: She/Her

CAROLINA SUN-WIDROW

Board Chair (Gubernatorial Appointment)
Washington State Pollution Control and Shoreline Hearings
carolina.sun-widrow@eluho.wa.gov
360-664-9178
Race/Ethnicity: Asian, Chinese American (first generation)
Languages spoken: Mandarin Chinese



WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE 
COMMISSION ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE 

COURTS

Post Office Box 41170
Olympia, WA 98504-1170

(360) 704-5536

AOCMIN/JUS@courts.wa.gov
www.courts.wa.gov/minorityjustice


