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STATEMENT OF THE WASHINGTON STATE SUPREME COURT
ADDRESSING THE JULY 2026 BAR EXAM

The Washington State Supreme Court adopted the National Conference of
Bar Examiners’ (NCBE) NextGen Uniform Bar Examination (UBE) in March
2024 and voted to join the first wave of jurisdictions to administer the inaugural
examination in July 2026. In doing so, we understood that this new iteration of the
bar exam provided applicants with an exam that tested the skills lawyers need to
represent their clients competently. In addition, we began developing new
pathways to licensure to practice law in the state of Washington.

At our direction, the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) contracted
with the NCBE to create, deliver, and analyze the exam. Members of the WSBA
regulatory team and the Court have met with the NCBE regularly over the last
three years as the NCBE planned and developed the NextGen UBE. Starting over a
year ago, the NCBE, WSBA, and the Yakima Convention Center and its
technology provider began to plan for the technology needs of the exam and
prepare for a successful administration. We know first-hand, and take this
opportunity to credit, the hard work of the WSBA and others involved in this high
stakes endeavor. We went into the first administration of the NextGen UBE with
optimism. As we all know, the July 2026 exam was canceled for most applicants
because of technological failures, the causes of which have not yet been fully
identified. The experience was devastating for the many applicants who spent years
preparing to become licensed lawyers in Washington. Much of the public
discussion about what happened reflects partial information, or, in some instances,
1s outright incorrect. A full investigation is needed to determine what happened and
why. We understand, however, that waiting for that full investigation is not
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possible before taking further action. Applicants, employers, law schools, and the
broader community need clarity and resolution.

We have been meeting daily with the WSBA, the NCBE, and within the
Court to discuss potential resolutions. Any resolution must balance fairness to the
various categories of applicants, along with the Court’s duty to uphold professional
standards and ensure public protection in the lawyer licensing process. Several
options have been presented to us and each carefully considered. WSBA staff
recommended a conditional admission period through January 31, 2028, with
applicants required to take and pass a bar exam or complete one of the new
pathways to licensure the WSBA has worked in partnership with the Court and the
law schools to develop following the recommendations of the Washington State
Bar Licensure Task Force. The deans of the three Washington law schools
recommended that we grant diploma privilege to their law school graduates, with a
suggested requirement of some additional continuing legal education prior to
taking the oath of attorney. Others have urged the Court to simply require
applicants to take and pass the NextGen UBE at a future administration of the test,
perhaps without paying additional exam fees.

There is no perfect resolution and certainly none that satisfies everyone,
including the members of the Court. This group of July 2026 bar applicants
comprises several categories and we have been working diligently to address each
category and provide a resolution that balances many competing values and
provides a clear, timely path forward. Set out in the Court order dated August 6,
2026, the resolution the Court has voted on by a majority and adopted provides as
follows:

First-time applicants, including all first-applicants eligible to sit for the exam
under the APRs, who were unable to take the exam in July 2026 due to the
technology failure shall have the option to take a Washington NextGen UBE
administered in September 2026 or later, or to instead accept waiver of the bar
exam requirement and admission by court order into the Washington State Bar.
They must make the choice to accept the option for waiver of the bar exam and
admission by court order by giving notice to the WSBA no later than August 14,
2026, at 12 pm. Those who choose admission by exam waiver and order of the
Court may not sit for the September 2026 bar exam; however, should they wish to
sit for a future exam in order to receive a portable NextGen UBE score they may
do so later at their own expense. Elections must be made by emailing
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admissions@wsba.org with the subject line “Notifying WSBA of Election” and
indicating in the body of the email what option the applicant chooses. Applicants
must affirmatively elect what option they wish to choose and that election will be
binding once made. If applicants make no election by the deadline, they will not be
admitted by court order, regardless of whether they have registered for the
September 2026 bar exam by the August 14, 2026 deadline. Those who had
previously taken a bar exam in any jurisdiction prior to the July 2026 exam and
failed to receive a passing score are not eligible for waiver of the bar exam
requirement and admission by court order. However, they are eligible to register to
take the September 2026 or February 2027 NextGen UBE without paying an
additional WSBA application fee or NCBE examination fee.

The effective date of the admission by order of the Court for those eligible
and electing this option will coincide with the admission date for those taking the
July and September 2026 exams, results of which will be released simultaneously.
All other requirements for admission to the bar and maintenance of a law license,
once granted, remain in full effect. The WSBA will publish an admission list on or
after October 12, 2026, that does not reflect the method of admission.

Those who were able to complete the July 2026 bar exam are not eligible for
waiver of the bar exam requirement and admission by court order. The exam
results from this group of applicants have been submitted and the scoring process
is underway. They will receive a NextGen UBE score and are also not eligible to
sit for the September 2026 bar exam. We know this group of applicants did
experience some technological and other interruptions. Those who do not receive
passing scores may sit for the February 2027 exam without an additional WSBA
application fee or NCBE exam fee.

Implementing the resolution above will require continued work and
professional collaboration between the Court, WSBA, NCBE, and applicants. We
know there will be additional questions to be answered and we commit to working
diligently with everyone involved to ensure the September 2026 NextGen UBE—
and future exams—are successfully administered and allow applicants to
demonstrate their knowledge, skills, and eligibility to serve the public as members
of the licensed legal profession. Washington is recognized as a leader in advancing
access to justice and responding to the evolving needs of our communities who
rely on the legal profession. This response to the July 2026 bar exam failure strives
to balance the needs of the public, the profession and applicants who were unable
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to take the test through no fault of their own. Our legal community supports and
welcomes new WSBA members and strives to strengthen the profession through
mentorship, continuing education and a commitment to service and excellence.



